f ¥now that In dreams you have no
failh, but it is not much that T aak 1t
{2 only that throughout to-morrow, the

. longest day, you will engage in no pur-
guit that can be sccompanied by any
dunger, however remote, and that at
midnight, when the day ends, you will
take care hot to be alone, but Lo have
with you some friend, Oh, Rupert, if
‘thia s folly, will you not forgive your
Edith, or take Your revenge upon her
by the laughter of ymany s year to come?
Once more, my darling, I pray you not
to neplect my heart-felt prayer”

“Swect, timorous love,” thought Ru-
pert tenderly; “but not even her sweet-
mess must scare me from dety” Ha
wrote a letter, long, soothing and en-
couraging, but never omce did he -con-
template the relinguishment of his visit

. to the Black I'it that night.

Ar the day advanced the gloom deep-
ened, thick haze which no hreath of
wind dispersed, shut out the beams of
the sun, and when Rupert started en
his self-imposed quest a lantern was
needed to enable him te penetrate tha
lurid darkness. He hed waited for an

. hour, or more in the meadow ere the
lightning’a first flash heralded the long
delayed storm, and with the lightning
there came wupon him the impression of
an indistinet form leaning againat the
Black Pit fence. fle advanced with what
speed he could, but when he reached the
palings no figure was in sight. Yet his
amazement was profound, for in the
wall of wood there was a narrow gap.
~ma if an opened door stood wide, but in
his recoliection ne deor had ever heem
there. It was no time Lo consider, he
must press forward on his search. Tle
passed through the strings entrance,
and found bimself at once on the very
brink of the Black Pit, with its un-
fathomable, invisible depths.  Some-
thing seemed {0 touch his shoulder, and
thers was m word in his ear, “Foltowl”
Next arose a sharp cry, and then ihe
thunder began to peal, rendering other
sounds inaudible; for cpe second of
time the heavens were ablaza with &
brilliance that was well nigh blinding,
and after that {he wind and the rain
took possession of the carth. What had
the lightning truly revealed? Fad it
shown tweo figures, & woman firmly
grasping a man, falling awiftly into that
Pit of deatruction? .

The events that accompanied that fa-
mous storm in June tan never be cer-
tainly koown. Ara. Helmont disap-
peared, and in Ruperi’s mind there lives
the abiding belief ihat she perished om
“thet wild night in her resalve to pro-
‘tect himsaelf. Had he really been in dan-
ger? Did ‘that whispered “Follow”
apring from lips of flesh and bloodt
“Yes,” was his own anawer, when he
remembered Mrs. Helmont's saying, and
imagined some despairing soul to whom
dealll was easy, but hy whom the leas
of Edith might not be borne. Far dif-
ferent ia the verdict of the country-side,
and the peace of Lanfair is no longer
troubled by the pghost of Sir Wilfred
Oxton.

HAVE YOU TRIED THIS

FACE CREAN YET?

| Do es now. Tt will remove all dirt and
dust that soap and water cannot reach,
the pares, 20d koep your akin soft and cleae,
It in the one thing that wiill enable your com-
ion to withstand the dry heat of the
ustrakan climate.

Whitever the weather, Uatine will not go
bad. [t contaies no animal fat or deagerous
mmeral nales, being made from re freah
oate. It dows pot grow hair, e vee it
sRer shaving.

et a Jar of Oatiue pow, It costs
2/, or a lorger wire. holding four
tlmes the awmoont,

To be obtalusd at &l ohemists, Hores,
#tx.. throughout Anstrelis.

TUDQING by the fricndly temarky wa
g sar, Mourmville Cocod has fome 0
stay. Il deiicious Bever and delightfel
aToma have securcd for It a large demand.
Wholesala: J. D. Roberts, Tuslome-at,

“thumbs.

‘mates, was ushered

_daughter.
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Abseatmindedness.

ALMOST LOST HIS BUPPER.

Victorien Sardou's fits of abstraction
ate ac intense that when he is at work
the noted French dramatist is msaid to
be oblivious to all else. "La Tosea”
waa one of Lthe playa which appealed
to him particulnrfy. He luboured over
it early and late, and if it had net
been for the care of his family his health
would have auffered, so profound was his
mental preoccupation.

When he did not respond to the sum-
mons for dioner ¢nme day, m measenger
was dent to his den to insist on his
coming te the dining room where the
rest were niready seated. Presently the
two appeared, the mind of the dramatist
apparently being still on the play, How-
ever, he was peated ut the table. With-
out utiering a word, and still rapt in
thought, he finished his soup and fish;
then, pushing back his <hair, he rose
and started from ihe room, muttering
and gesticulating,

“You du not wish to finish diuner?

"he was asked.

Seeming to come to himself, he re-
plied, “Why, yes, if the menl is pre-
pared, I shall e most willing to ap-
pease my appetite. [ am almost famish-
ed.” He was in complete ignorance that
he had already partly finished his meal

HIS MENTAL DIGESTION,

Hogarth's abeent mindednesa at meal-
time wag extreme. In the midst of din-
ner it ‘was mo uncommon thiag for him
to turn round in hia chair, and sit with
hia back %o the table, twiddling his
Then ha would us suddenly
rise, place his chwin back in its proper
position, and resume eating as if he had
not interrupted himself.

NEWTON AND HIS MEALS.

This suggests the anecdote of New-
ton, who was ao much the victim of for-
getfulness and mental blindress in or-
dinary matters that his friends thought
little of it. On visiting Sir lsaac one
morning, Dr. Stukely, one of Lis inti-
into the parlour
by a maid and informed that her masler
was engaged wupstairs, Dbut would be
down presently.

‘The guest waited, and time &glipped
by; but Newton did not appear. The
doctor biecame restless, and was on the
point of departicg, but decided to re-

_main, After a long stay the maid up-

peared in the parlour wilh a c¢ooked
fowl, which she placed’ on a table in

‘anticipation of Sir Isaac's appearanee to

eat his midday meal. Stukely grew moare
and more hurgry, as the smell from the
fowl was highly tempting. Yinally, as
his friend had not come, he could with-
stand temptation no longer, and, turn-
ing to the fowl, he finished it. It waa
mometime wfter that that the scientist
appeared, and puzed at the.remains ol
the meal with @ perplexed expression.

“I protest I had forgotten that I had
eaten my dinner,” he remarked, “You
see, doctor, how oblivicus we philosoph-
ers are.”

AT THE BALLOT BOX.

A Middletown, Conneclicut, man was
esponsible for an amusing mistake at
‘he palis, which was not exactly ballat
box stuffiag, although it savoured of it,
mnd it wap idve to absent mindedness.
Having ecarefully made out {he ticket
he wished to vote, he deposited in ihe
Pbox, not the ticket, aa he imagined, but
a cheque which he had in his pocket,

A FORGETFUL MAIL CLERK.

A Western mail agent, through a fit
of abstraction, which seized him at a
critioal moment, caused 1le Illineis
town of Ieaf River to mniss cne mail
The train on which Lhe agent sas de-
tailed ram through Leaf River without
atopping, and it was the ageni’s duty
to pitch the mack containing the mail
on the railroad platform. Instoad of
throwing it out, however, one day he
dumped out om the platform absent

.mindedly, @i the train whiezed by, the

sutchel containing & drummer’s sample

cigara. . : .
THE CEILD AND THK BOOK,
‘Thiz brings to mind the incident in

“life of the extraordinarily forgetfol ('om-

te de Braneas, which inspired 1a Rra-
yere’'s “Absent Man™ The (ount was

‘sentad by his fireside, boried in » book,

when the nurss eutered with hie infant
The father luid dowa the
book, took! the child in his armw, and
was fondling her when w visitor of note
was ushered jn. Awecialing the child

" with the book, he promptly tossed the

lnisnt on the tmble,
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SPLENDID BCNUS
FOR SUBSCRIBERS TO

“NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC"™ .
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STEREOSCOPES ABSOLUTELY

MAGNIFICENT AND UNIGQUE S
NEW ZEALAND STEREOSCO

e

STEREOSCOPES
STEREOSCOPIC
VIEWS FREE TO

“GRAPHIC"
READERS.

The praprietors of the “New Zealsnd
Graphic” having noted the returning
popularity of the Strreoscope and tie
aver increasing demand for locw) sterco-
scopic views, have decided on waking
an offer to its Teaders. It las beew
decided to dooate

the only qualificntion necessary being

_ that persons.desiring instrnwents shali

breome pre-paid subsceribers to the *Gra-
phic.” No cther restriction iv made.

A FREE STEREOSCOPE

will be given to all persoms who bLe-.
come Anpunl Subscribers to the
phie,” and whe pay the yearly enbscrip-
tion in advance. The aubscription to the
“Graphic” for twelve months & 20/
paid in advance, und the paper will be
sent post free.

When forwanding your smbscription
the simple phrase, “1 want a Bterco-
scope,” will be pufficient. -

‘The mbove is the only conditien im-
posed. Ne charge whatever is mads for
the Steresscope, which will be packed
aud posted free.

STEREOSCOPIC VIEWS.

At frequent  intervala  Stevecsropin
Views will he issurd with “Graphie™
and thus, if the offer now wade is
availed of, every =new yearly prepaid
mubseriber to the “Graphic™ will receive
abhzolutely Free of Coat, m Complete
Stereoacopic Outhit.

VIEWS.

The Stereoscope in becoming morn and
more popular, and you should have one.

By beconing an annual prepaid sub-
acriber to the raphic” you will receive
one for the aeking, and will slsa reccive
Btercoscopic Views all free of coat. The
pictures will umuse you, they will ;inuse
your friends, and they will educats
your children,

Money Orders or Pastal Nofea sheuld
be sent to the Manager “N.Z. Craphis’
Auckland. .
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'FREE STEREOSCOPES AWND

STEREOSCOPIC VIEWS.

' yHE VIEWS AFPEAR WEEKLY.

ET OF
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