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1 Casual Impressnons of Colomal

C e and Character . . .

Life
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. T appeara that among the various
. wonders which it has heen the
lot of this age to-discover, the
real, genuine, human clild takea
rank. At least we lay to our
“sonls the flattering unction that
1t remained for us to accept and respond
%o the genuine aignificance of the child's
entity. It was left for us to interpret
him to himself, by msans of s literature
which is all his own. it is to
‘equip him with an education, which te
B large extent hie treats as the boy David
tdreated the unwicldy mail from Sauls
armoury, flinging almost the whole of

Gt mside when le goes forth  to  the
world’s fight,  Qurs, too, is the crown-
ing merit of beginning to ascertain the
extent of his capacity for the possession
of personal cffects, and this is the point
to which we shall presently come.

Qurs

The question of education [one s
speaking, of course, of one's own colony)
i & question of such obvieus conse-
quence that.it.dis never really off the car-
pet, and would require separate trmL
ment.

With regﬂ.rd to the evolution of &
Ehild’s litcrature (and pow we are of a
coumopolitan question), we ihankfully
acknowledge our indebtedness to  the
writers of recent years. Whatever de-
cadénce las overtuken the literature of
the fms(.'dccade, it Lhas and shall forever

retain the glory of having tenderly and
ympathot:rﬂly rer;chuvd. the laughter
oj childhood.

Vi Tle wiho hms often becn

most, diffgult BubJPota 1o treat, yLL milch
as Deen achitvid, amd we are all bha
mners

' But when it mumﬁ to the Inst ground
%f ‘our claim to having discovered the
ehild,” one is dispoaed “to msk whether,
insiéad of having discovered him, we are
not doing our Lest to bury him beneath
a mouniain of perscnal effects, ' Is it
any pround for self-laudation that some
of us are so lavish with. our material
gifta ta our children? Is it of tricycles,
Licycles, mechanical tays, axpensive dolls
naid picture-books out of number, that
we are lhinking when we claim to have
more rRympathy with the child than had
our forebeara? Are we to conclude that
parental tendérness was almost s latent
quality during the shining ages which
have giwen us g many heroeu, singers
and sainta?

Is it not possible thak we are over-
locking. one primary fact of childhood,
e tlzat to the child as 'to the man
Bt . _p es,  ihat his richés” consist
mot in the ahundance of the things which
he poazeacih? Men of less luxunoun
ages have given ns glimpsea of their
childhood, revealing the sume play of
happy faney os sliney out in ke child
mind to-day; 1lood, for cxamp!o, whose
murnmg sun

“Naver came & wink 10o soon,
¥ Kor breught too long a day.”

\\ordawonh Bbounding along the hills
-of the luke county in an intoxication of
arimal Bpirils,; Coleridge , watching - the
_embera in the schoolrosm  prate, . and
dreaming pleasant dreama of that einter
who had been as he saye:

“My playmate when we both
Were dressed alike”

Boys will be Loys, and girls will be
boys too in Lhe matter of outdoor exer-
cise, no far as we will let them), but
wa act a8 though we thought they would
be brokeo-bearted minanthropes it we
didn’t give them everything their neigh-
bours get.

Really, we ara on the wrong lines
fiiven sulficicncy of wholeaome food and
_shelier, tho mympathy aad companion<
whip of their parenta and senjors, and
%hna outdoor world for their playground,
esource will uot fail them. A cass from

. there,

the grocer’s, with four atrong wheels
fastened on to il, & good hill to supply
the mpetus, and they will ride down
with the exkilaration of motor enthusi-
asts, cheerfully tuggiug the whole thing
up ngain for the pleasure of repeating
ihe experiment. What is happiness, even
the highest forms of it, but the consci-
ousness of energy in operation? With
the child the cnergy, whether mere phy-
sical energy, or the energy of imagina-

ferenee that where people act  sa, they
tacitly declare that physical youth is the
only period durihg which oncé ought te
expect to enjuy a good time.

Youth, as we all know from oue own
exprrience of it, is a mast intensely ego
tistic period, bul it is, nevertheless, a
period fervently responsive to the nob-
ler appenls. And we do it the grossest
injustice when we sct it apart, to in-
dulge alone in life's confortionery, deny-

'OUR CHILDREN:

DO WE RIGHTLY INTERPRET THEM?

tionand faney, will find ita own outlet.

1f the cage and four wheels be not avail-
able, the chill will imagine himsaelf a
Iocompotive, und race along the road with
his misters brining up the rear as trucks;
a form of entertainment induiged in by
the young fricnds of the writer,
- “OWel,” you protest, "but  we don’t
seem1 to have come exacily ta the point
yet, Why shouldn’t the children have all
these bicycles and. things? It 15 only
their part of the materiul inheritance of
the age!™ - . .
That, of course, Rounds very reason-
able; angd if it is juatly their part, one
must say that it is only natural towish
to see them enjoy.it. . But, supposing it
isn't ¥ For {he tendeney at present seeins
to be to mdke ihe indulgence of the
clild and young person general, no mat-
ter who e¢lse, individually, has to pay
the piper. Ii is not a healthy sign te
see lhe faulbier of u family treated as
though his atlire possessed the qualities
of the clothing and shoes of the ilinerant
Israclites, whilst his Loys must always
be well dressed, and bhis girls supplied
with the “ sweetest " things in bibs and
tuckers. It is nof cheering to see the
young folks riding round the country
on their bicycles whilst their often really
lovad but too liltle obscrved  Dad” is
walking lame . because of over-mended
stockings. It is not a matter for pleas-
ing tormient when the old folks have to
Tenounce an afternoon drive because the
young folks need so much for various
things that they can't afford the cab.
We arte all teo ready to indulze a feel-
ing of disapprobation toward our fore-
fathers because they were in danger of
estranging their children by the practice
of too great a eeverity. Unc certainiy
haa ecant syinpathy with the old ideal
which rolr\futell the child (o an ahyss
of inarticalile subseryience. The ehild
ia the darling humourist of the race.
Given the right, he will oflen say sowe-
thing pmfouudly Hluninati i
conseinug  winsomeness, aniril
and the spirit-like touach of his w:n'll
lund are amoung the most ballowing of
human inﬂurnu_\a.. Therefore, why sp(:il
Lim? Why begin by fostering the very
nolion which in us all is among the
young idems which ought ta be taught

_how not to shool, namely. the idea that

everytliog exisls primarily for oneself.
Suppusing thal whereas the sincerity of
our ferefathers tended to estrange the
young from them, Lhe indulgence of our-
selvea tends to eatrange us from the
young! Judging hy what one rraida of
the siate of rome portiona of socicty in
‘America, wuch mpermA to he the omse
The piclure which comes to nw
from thare of social functions, in which
the mociety of the older peopla isn not
looked for, is mnylhing hut a'tractive,
Buch & state of Lhinga justifies the inter-

fered in a truly

ing it the sacred right ts wiare our gra-
ver responsibilities,

The fuel is ihat this is an thnsely
material age.  We, on the very crest of
the wavo of general  prosperity  (for,
thank God, we hardiy know the aspect
of material destitutien), are yet in dan-
ger of being conveyed we know not-quite
whither.  “They'il onty be young once,”
we say of our c¢hildren, and we proceed
to stunt them of the wery Lhing which
is one means of conducling the spirit
to eternal youth; nameiy, the right te
sacrifice,  On {hose lines they will only
be young onece, for what will there be
te fall back oo when physical youth ia
dene, only the regrets oi memory, not
its satisfaction. i

QOur young people hawe it in them to
reypond pencrously to ihe eall for prac-
tical sympathy when it arises, Only
the other- day the writer heard of a
family who were icft Tatherlesa. The
mother heroleally faced the siluation,
and il what sle could te bring up the
children well. (ne of her rewards was
thal as they grew up they cntered into
various occupations, saved up pome
money and sent their mother for a trip
Ilvime to see their grandmother. To the
young mind witl all ita huoyant imagina-
tions there is something  exhilarating
aboul being taken into the councils of
their elders, and permitied to contribute
ta the happiness anrd help of the hoine.
The bare-legged hoy collecting driftwood
on the beach to keep his mather's copper
Loiling on washing-day, the bLright girl
mending up her old ploves, ete., so Lhat
the price of new onen ey be devoted to
procuring a coveted book for her father,
know far more of real enjoyment than
do thase wha are never altowed to know
the pineh of evononey,  UF conrme, there
are somelimes Louches of genoine pubhas
about the child's senae of the problemns
which face his aeniors. or amebnnge,
the writer heard of a litila bey, - tie
chiild of a friend. who, having broken hia
arm, went to the family doctor-and ask-
od bhow much it would rmn lo have it
get!

But fur the mont part a heulthy-mind-
od child is not cusily depressed Dy the
knnwlnlge of adverae  eircumstance.
tiven the necessarica of tife, and a Tiltle
inconveirirnce, aome harmiesn privations
and coditrivances will probally be ae-
crpted by him or her as truly romanlic
gl fike & book.  One ‘reerlls quite re-
cent inatencea of childish sacrifices of-
acceplable  apirit, n
money-box openad and the confenls prof-
fered toward the wiping off of an un-
lonked for doclor's hill, or & present of
s lettuce for the widowed moiher, a gift
purchased as she was aware, wlﬂ: the
child’s own moncy.

Cannot yml reeollect, reader, for your
own parl,’in the days when bieyclea wers

big-wheel little-wheel nfMairs, literally
and metepborivally out of reach of the
young, wlen families were large  and
birthday gifta few, what royal times you
hadt - If you lived in Lngland a good
freeze and & pair of skates was happiness
and in Lthe snmmer a kite,
which appeared to lave all your little
sisters euvl rags in tow, whilst & very
vceasional gifu of wixpence or a shilling
wns munificence, If you werc n givk
you probably only had one really good
doll in your life, and that nothing so
yery extra either. You carried your
music in a case manufactured out of
American leather, bul your music wad &
delight 1o you, nad your nasler’s praise
blisa. 1f you were bred in the colony
you may have had to learn on a dumb
piang, but you cun reganl the maiden
of to-day with her dounble decker hair
ribboue, jewellery, and half-gninea music
rell without a pang of envy. = She is
no happicr than you were.

in the winter,

It is unjust, fearfully unjust (o the
voung to attenpt to buy them off from
that place of truc comradeship with their
clders, whichh  alwaya insolves  some
touchea of shadow. 'Fhey car e bought
off.  Keep .on telling them that they
have Lhe Dbest of it, encourage Ly youg
asscverations the belief that ndvancea
Nfe 5 mors or less & chilling negution of
nli 3oulhr| glormun dreams aml hopes;
but_ that for your part, while they are
you:n vou wm\ld ])Il‘fl"l' to fostlér Lheir
pleasanl impressio Ly materinl iadul-
gence, © Just lél th m A “Lhat. yod ‘ate
winliful to give the u evprylhing they
would like, anid thnt \ou do not (-\pnh
them Lo see whether you have'oven what
you need.  They will quite poasibly {%
in wifh it, without in the least naticiag
how you are wronging them.  Dut per-
haps they witl not like you the letter
for it afterwarda.

On the olher hand, if yon wanl fhem
to come inlo a youth thot shull expand,
‘instead of dwindiing, why not take them
seriously enongh 1o rhiow them iheir in-

dependence of wlerial  things, their
right 1o lhe yacred joy of helping, the
value to yourselvea of their lright

young comradeship, and the juy of to-
gether making fur the morning of asa
ever broadening horizou,
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