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:lyins. “ You shall practise & still more
imple Jifs, for yow shan't have any
fued fur o week

Poor Nebuchadnez-ar! You may
fancy how ravenocusly hungry he was
by then, whereas the inice grew fatter
und leay nimble, for there was ho Grey-
malkin to chevy and chase them. Then
Adolphus took Nebuchadnezzar te the

castle, and there with the Lord High

Clancelior’s permission, the cat was in-
troduved to the mice. And when the
businers wns over, whilst the cat with
& smiling face pal lickiog his chops, the
Lord High Chancellor hastemed to teh
the Eaineror:

"'1’our Mnojeaty, as I'm alve,

df{e'a wlalo a hundred and twenty-fvel

I tounicd the corpses ome by oOme, .
Abd lo sxty sasconds the deed was done.”

Baid the astonished Emperor:

T;o quickly aa you can, or faster;

Bring me the bero and hld master!™
When they appeared before him he

fsked many questions, On hearing of

the TFitztudor family calumities, and

that Adolphus was of gentle blood, he

Baid:

#8bould you llke ta be one of our personal
traln,

Pray wpesk to the Lord High Chamber-
ialn;

thod Nebuchadnezzar thief mouser shall be
Wo our Imperlal Majeuty.”

And Adolphug made joyful answer;
FThanks awfully, SBire, the cat and 1,
Ju your service will do ur dle.”"

: This waa excellent businesa.

Adolphus Plantagenct was so willing
ind uscful that he soon became a pen-
eral favourite. He had princely board,
lodging, and clothing. and his earnings
brought him much more than the sale of
his” beans., .

As to the cat, the granary gave him
plenty of accupation for some long time,
and when ihere was scarce a2 mouse left
to squcak he waz employed in various
parts of the country with equal success.
Ale wore a gold cullar on which waa em-
Dblazoned the Imperial arng and the let-

ders M. C, E.—Mouse-Catcher Extraor -

Rinary.

The destruction of so many mice
feant an rnormous saving in comn. And
&3 corn Lerame mere plentiful, it became
theaper and cheaper, This was an im-
mense hoon for the people, but it did
not suit the chief corn merchaat. He
had bern making an enormous profit,
and a3 now ihal profit lessened. so his
grumbling increased. MHe. pnid, “1f the
silly Emperor had not engaged thet silly
icat, I sliould be making a pot of money,
but T'l! Le even with him.”

%0 this bad, rich man fell to consider-
lag how he should kill his diege lord.

One iay, as he was passing through
the castle groundas, he chanced to spy the
Emperor in the distance. Like Queen
Anne he aat in the sun, and on his lap
wag Neluchadnezzar., For every Wednes-
day he pave himself a holiday from
state affairs which, yon know, are rather
axing.

Year in year out he sat on the slope
of the hill, aheltered from the morth
and facing the sunny south.

Immediately Lhis bad, rich man formed
® plan for destroying. at ome feit mwoop,
Lmpero angd cat. He narsed his thoughts
of vengeance unkbil Lhe winler, and then
Qic went to work. First of all he felled
a big trec aod chopped off the branches.
From it e cul a length of twenty fest
Ievel all round, and this immense log
rkeited on the ground a mile above the
epot where the Kmperor was wont to
ait upon his polden throne. A long lever
wae s0 arranged Lhat, by means of it, the
log could easily be sct rolling.

There came s day when the ground
Avas a0 slippery with ice that the hill
wia one great slide. The bad, rich man
waited tilk noon; he saw the Emperor
Bitting in the run with Nchuchadnezzar,
Then he ohockled wnftly to himself and
liastened (o the hill top. Pressing with
afl his migh! on the lever, he started
the big Loy rolling aver and over down
the hill; faster it went  and faster,
Atraight Toe the golden throne. In ano-
ther minute the ncenpantsa of the throne
woubl he smashed beyond recogmition.
lAlast  alaat

AL this supreme  moment Adolphus
Tiantgenet chaneed to come along on
his sled. His pye took in the swiul situ-
mtion al m glince. With a warning yell
he threw himself deaperately in the path
of the impending danger. O oourse, it
wras impossibic to arrest the log: his
only hope was to divert ita conrme, there-
fore, ba opposed one and with all his

might. But In & scoond ba was oven .

whelmed.
Ris clever ides, howevey, had worked
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suocensfully; the log ewerved alightly,
bui it was sufficient to clear the thcune
by Juat six inches. Yes, Emperor and
vat were saved, but at what coat!

Looking in the dircclion of the warn-
ing shout, the Kmperor saw two legs
sticking out of the snow; it was all that
was left of a hero!

The Emperor adjusted his eyeglass
Said - he: .

“Alaa! thore ends I have fo vlew,
Beewn to pulsste s last adieu!

Strange hof It baunta me more and more,
That I huve sceu those lcga before.” -

Nehuchadnezzar rushed to ihe spot and,
began franctically to paw up the anow,
whilst the Emperor shouted for help. A
gang of nmavvies poing to their dinner
fortunately heard, and, spade in hand,
ran up. “See,” said the Emperor, point-
ing, “that column of ascending bresth
augurs life, not deaih!™

The men worked with enthusizsm, and
sgon Adolphus Plautagenet was dug out.
Yes, there he lay inert who once bad
beem go spry. The Court Physician now
applied the stethescope. “Well?” mur-
mured the Emperor anxiously. “Sire, ha
6till breathes!™ was the joyful reply.

Adolphus was borne carefully to the
castle, and there, with skilful nursing, he
slowly recovered from the terrible shock.
When he was convalescent, the grateful
Emperor thus addressed him:

“kerole yvoulb, why — dash my wig —
The cat aod 1 had hopped the twig,
But for {hy courage rire!
Iu hoocur then of what thoo Lae't done,
I now adnpt thee as my son,
Apd thoun shalt be my heir!'

And behold, this eaying of the Em-
peror became law! And the moral of
the story j® this: That however much
an erpban you may be, however much
your bank may hreak, or your residenca
be devoured by fire—DON'T DESPATR -
and it is ibje thaf, like Adolphus
Plantzgenet Fitztudor, you may one fine
day find yourself an emperor. Who can
{ell?

Building Difficulties in China.

When & Chimaomn has decided to
build himself a house, the first petson
he conaults is not an architect, but a
sort of wizard. This individual examines
the site and marks the exact spot for
the front door. In Cbina front dcors
mus§ never face due south, though a
partly southern aspeet is highly desir-
able.  Only the houses of the Emperar
and of big governing officials may front

. due south.

The wizard, or geomancar, next pre-
scribes the exret size of the front door.
An inch toe much or too little might
have disastroua consequences. A screen
of womd or brick must be srected about

three yards in front of the door. This
i3 to keep out any evil breath. Nok
buman bLreath, not malaria, nor bad

odours, but some mysterions and fatal
something which is only to be kept out
by that screen.

The wizard next locates the spob for
the kitchen place. This afso musi not
face south, beeanse the south represénts
fire; and the kitchen fire and the south
fire working together would be o power-
ful that the house woulbd just uaturaliy
bura up. ’ -

Having settled the question of place,
the wizird figurea aut a time when work
may be begun with some degree of
safriy.  For instance, if the enrth god
shiould be at liome when the workmen
began digging, they wight stick e spade
inte his angust craniom. The family
living in that house would die out.

The would-he builder must alse find
out whether it is a year when he may
with safety begin anything. There are
lots of these unlucky years. A man
must not be married, for instance, when
hi4 age is 24 or 28, or any even number.

Having picked out a favourable year,
John must next consider his two lucky
montha, for Lhere are only two out ot
the twelve which are favourable to his
undertaking new things. Then his yel-
Jew road days or good ones must be
determined. 'There are more black road
days than yellow ones, 80 the auspicious
moments for starling his house ars
finally reduced to & pretly limited num-

ber.

But this ian't all.  The lucky days of
the whole fainily musl next be figured
out, comparet with John's own yellow
toad days, and the result boiled down.
Tha proper moments for jmtilng ¢hae
fromt door in place, for
kitchen fireplace, and no fn, are then de-
cided on, and after waiting perbapa

several months for the auspicions day te

drriva, John can af last begin worke '

illding the

Pearson’s Antiseptic

A WCGRLD-RENOWNED, NDN-PO]SOD.IOU! i
DISINFECTANT, DEODORISER AND GERMICIDE,

BSTROVS the most deadly microbes i
air, soii, or water ; desiroys all Insects
and Parmites. Non-Poiscnous te

’ baman beingn and animals, Its poten
renders it indispensable to the Honsehol,
Haospital, 8ick Room, Fannm, Station, Stable
snd Kennel, Prevents Infectious Discases
Eemoves Dangerons Smells, Risks of Typhoid,
Plague, etc: Radical cure for Mange in Dogs,
#Bheap, oia., and is an invaluable Wash foe
Horses and Dogas, keeping them perfectly
safe from infection. Bure Cure for So .
%roken Knees, Quittor, Grease, and Cmm

eels, . LE

. PEARSON'S LINIMENT ~© ©- -
gained & world-wid et mbi i
t';r’lnngg am : rep ] speuﬁ‘
. For Honsehold and Toilet purposes
PEARSON'S ANTISEPTIC
Is uneqnstied. It is an invigorator i the bath,
preserves the teeth, and purifies the breath |
will care rapidly Bites and Stings from Insects, ”
Cuts and Wounds. : -
PEARBON'S ANTISEPTIC MEDICAL AND 0
- TOILET SGAPS : I

.

keep the skin clear, soft and fresh. -
PEARSON'E ANTIBEPTIC SHAVING TABLETS -
: - AND STICKS o o
soften the toughest beard, minimise rubbing,
and preserve and purify the skin, and by their
antiseptic qualities heals cnts immediately.
No household should be without o

PEARSON'S ANTISEPTIC.
It is nsed by all the principsl horse and dog
breeders and fanciers in the United Kingdom. '

It in inymtuadls for the permon, for berss
cattle. Bold in lom., 4 az., B oz, 1Box. botil
£ galion aod 10 gel

, oy, sheep snd
and, ia ¢ gullon, .
0 gellon droms wed i desle.  Paarson's Abtisey-
He: Powder in tinx and bagm.  Bactariol exports

N.I Agonts—

CASTENDYK & FOCKE, 5&Ni.m

7. HARRIS STREET, WELLINGTON.,

ROYAL MAIL

GANADIAN'AUSTRM.IA STEAMSHIPS,

UNDER THE BRITISH FLAG. T
Vis FIJI, HONOLULU, asd VICTORIA (B.C.} to VAI\IéOUVER, .
IN CONJURCTION WITH THEX - -
CANADIAN-FPACIFIO RAILWAY,
CHEARPEST .. o e ROUTE .

QGRANDEST SOENERY IN THE WORLD.

iail Lines from 1 0 ROCKY MOUNTATNS, OREAT LAKES, NTAGARA FALLS
Montreal, Halifax, ST. LAWRENCRE and HUD3ON RIVERS, ke, - |

Bmtuhf?c.York. : cANADA’
ROUN Jles " UNITED
AL - STATES
Paason| 5 AND
Join Majl Steamerv at Bydney or at Suva,

o EUROPE.

For Mapa, Gulde Books amd aH information,
mpply—

Cholcs of al?
ATLANTIC

MINING ) SN
BRITESH COLUMBIA, YUKON, CALR

FARMING —
THE GREAT NORTH-WEST,
MANITOBA, MINNKESOTA, &ay
MANUFACTURING =
‘Winnipeg, Montreal,
Toronto, Chicage,
New York, &e. 5

‘UNION STEAMSHIP COY, OF NEW ZEALAND, Ltd, °
TAILOR-MADE

B- CB
CORSETS. .

Are the most succassful corsat design sver oreated, -
FAOM R
8m

T0
4
BUINEAS

gers from New Zsaland ma;
i1 5

C.B. Tailor-Made Corsets enhance the
beauty ot a perfect figure, while they Im-
prove prdinary figures out of all recognition

B o]

C.B. Tailor-Made Corsets are the clixir

ot elegance, smariness, refined distinction
and comfort, -~

Light as air, yet guaranicsd to outlast
7 two ordinary corsets. .

In 50 differant styles.
. ~

Corsets

hars A siagle test has seavineed thomsands uf
Tust-proof waman that hare s = typs

supporis.

lmmannpurably
superiar 14 sl sther stralght-ireated sarasts,
BETAINABLE [N ALL STYLES FROM ALL PROCRESHIVE -
STORES N AUSTRALASIA. .
B any difculty o procuring the correit sbyle, writa for
ook of types %o » .
#- B NEWPORT, EONS & CO.,- -
) ) Flindary Lane, MELBOURNE.
A B WITTEY, York Bimet, BYPNEY, .
4, BUNTING, Babosn Sirpri, AUCKLAND, - - . l .




