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" COUSINS’ BADGES.

'C?usina requiring badges are r.nqueslctl
to send an addressed envelope, when the
badge will be forwurded by return nwil.

COUSING’ COERRESFONDENCE.

i:!enr Cousin Kate,—F must write you
a decent letter now, I think, but I am
&n awful letter-writer.  We had our mid-
winter holidays last month, but we oniy
had a week. I did not go anywhere, but,
really, I'_’wpuld i-aLhe'r'_huve one “long
boliday than several short omes. We
have had awful weather lately, havent
you? it his been wet and cold. To
day we had a flood, bigger. tran any that
I can rememher. My father said the
last big flood eame rtight under our
house, bub this gne did not cote quite

up 0 the house. Leoking out from our

baleony, several ficlds thut were covered -
with water locked like gne huge lake
thi§ waa -divided by -fences. ~I had to .
]nux_h. up’ our ,fawls- to- shut up, but I
coull not catch them all. Happily, none
of them were drowned. I took my gui-
nea-pigs into shelter yesterday, and I am
go glad I did, because on looking out
this morning, I saw that the place where
they had been was - covered-with water,
#nd very likely' they would have been
drowned. Last Friday'when I was at
echoal, and when the girla had gune out
to “wash their “hands béfp'ré' sewing, we
weTe trying to smear-‘ehth “others fnee
with soup, I was bheld invne corner. and
being souped, when I kicked someihing,
and made a gieat noise. 1 rusled ont,
and fell, face dovwnwards, on the scoria,
undl weveral oiblers fell. an top of me.
When I gop up.I hamdly -knew myself.
My nose was bleeding, and was pearly
covered with scoria. I look very pretiy
now, you know, with my nose nearly ali
skinned. T am afraid to go anywhere for
fear of-being laughed at, hut- witl have
to stand il, 1 suppose—4{ivad-liye, wilh
love from Cousin ROSA.

P.8.—Have you ever beem up:to Kau-

Lkapakapat R,
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[Dear Cousin Rosa,—Thank you very
much for your nice lung letter this week,
and I wish I had time to aniwer it with
one as long, but I am rather hehindlund
with the letters this week, so [ shall
have orly a few minutes to scrihble an
Answer o yours; but I will try and
write more next tinre. We @ertainly have
heen having some rather wet weather,
tut T would rather have it wut in the
winter-time, whem one expects it, than
in the aummer-tine, wouldn't you? I
came down from the Waikatn laat Janu-
ary just after the Acads thore, and it
was really a wondéTiul sight to see the
Yiver in some places. (M courss, it had
Rubkided a great deal before we saw it.
Y am glad your fowls and guinea-pigs did
not come to grief. Was thers much
Uamage done Lo the fences, ete.1 T axpect
¥our face was rather painful after Twing
o closely -nqunintm! with the meoria,
:lld. ne doubt, it is mot dn imprdvement
0 one’s appearance,; I know T was &
d:agunung sight after T fell ome night
when 1 was skutipg, no T cnn. aympathise
With you.—Cousin Kate.] :

Dear Cousin Kate,—I atarted a letter
to you some time ugo, but it got [eat. We
all went to town the other day for a
ireat, and bought a birthday present for
dad;and tried to get one for mother, but
could not eze what we wanted, so will
vy another day. We each bought a very
nier livop, and have been having games
gince we came home When we were in
-town we saw the Freochman wmaking
aweets in the road, and mother bought me
some. and 1 did not like them., We took
our tricyele down the Avenue yesterday;
it is a nice flat road to ride up and down.
One’ of our littls coitsina has got the
measlea, I am down at dads office
writing this on the typewriter. T hope
you are quité well. - Would you téll’ me
when your birthday is, because T would
likz to put it in my birthday book?
Have you hod the measles yet? I have
never had them. I might go to the buck-
jumpers this afternoon if it’a fine. 1t has
béenr very bad weather lately. Do you
_remember that 1 told you T learned
mruzie, and you asked meif I had learned
“In Happy Moments Day By Day ¥ Well,
_1 haye learred it now, and T tlink it ia
very mive. In the bad weather the foivl-
rd. fence blew down, and mow we haye
t an iron coe. . I collect post carils,
and I*have quite a lot now! I think 1
liave told yom all the news this-time, aud
1 will write fa you again soon, ro goed-
hye. Love ffom Consin SYDNEY.

- [Drar Cousin Sydney,~I really think
¥ou and Bobs are such clevel little peo-
ple.  Lots of grown-up people couid not
wrile a letler nearly as well on the type-
writer aa you two can, awml it is so nive
aud easy to reed it, so L hope you will
often write to me from dad's office. I
haven't seen the Frenchman muking
swects yet, and I don’t think 1 will Tmp
any wlien 1 do, as you don’t like them.
1 should think it sould be grand fun
riding down ihe Avenue en n tricygle,
“but it must be rather a pull going up
aguin. L am sarry your little cousin has
the meazles, and hope she will he alright
agnin seon. You must be careful not to
caich then, toc.  Lf you send your birth-
day Dbook to e at 'the ollice 1 will put
my name in it for you and seml it back.
Wil that do? [ wish 1 eould hear you
play “In Happy Moments Bay By Doy

Can_you play it without the mus -
€ousin Kale.] !

+
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_ Dear Counsin Kate,—It{ is very cold up
liere lately, and is very windy, leo. 1
nearly forgot to' write to you again. 1
do not like writing letters, 8o that is why
I always forpet. My brother likes
reading the consing’ letters, and I auppese
he will join in, too, some day. I ean’t
think of anytliing to sa¥, so this s al} I
can write. With kind regards to you and
all the euusine. From ELLEN.

1ear Comsin Ellen,—I sam glal you
Aid not guite forget to write to me again,
and you know I am ratisfied with quite
whort leftors, mo I think you might iry
amil write, say, once a month, 1 used
ta hate letter-writing before I went into
the “Graphic Oflice,” but now 1 am get-
ting quile foml of it, just because 1 have
a0 murh of it tn do, 1 suppose. I hope
your hrolher will join the cousine’ band.
1 alwayn like new boy counins, beeause L
haven't nearly so: many of them, ‘ihe

weatlier has been wretehed Intely, hasn't
it? But cvery day brings us nearer to
summer now.-—Consin Kate.]

+ ¥ ¥

Dear Couzin Kate,—-T would very muen
like to become a couxin. -1 am staying
with my aunt in Wellinglon. My home i3
in Devonport, (arence-strect, | Anexland.
We live on ah gih Iill.  Brfure | relurn
Lome my auntic i3 going to tuke me to
Napier to visit my grandfather, 1le is an
eklerly gentleman, aged 90, 1le can sec
to read and wrile without glasses, aml is
always so bright, kind, and nice. He lns
a numler of chililren and some praml-
children.—1 am, younra sincersly, CADIA,

{Dear Cousin Cadia,—I ahall be very
glad indeed to have you for one of my
cousing, and if yeu sond e an envelope
with your mame aud addvess on it, 1 will
post you a badge. Would you like »
Llue one or a ted ome! Vo yon know
Cousin Kathleen? She Jives in Clarence-
street, Devonport, ton. What o lovely
trip you are having. I expeet you will be
quite sorvy to come honie again. 1 have
often heard of your prandfutlier, and |
think he must be a wenderful old gontle-
man. My grendfather was 15 when be
died, amdd he was able to read and write
witlout assns quite well, only he was

ruther deaf.  Write apain soen, won't
yon—L! in !(ntn.] .
+ + *

Iear  Couzsin Kate—I  received  the
badge wsafely, and think it very mive. L
have not been to sehool for two w
now, because | bave sad g sove {hroat. 1
have n very sore land, and con Bardly
write., We have two eals; one’s name i
({uslor, and the other Mpoky. Gueher is
blue, mmk Mooky is dark. and striped like
o tig “He ds very playful, and will let
rou dress Jam up, sml will sit in a pram.
1 do met think I have any Mare news,
I' vemian, yours truly, Cousin hAThH-
LEEN.

n,—T am glud you

[Dear Conzin Kathler
{ 1d that you liked

poty Lhe ha

it. I lLope your L will be quile
well ngain befere you see this in print. 1t
is suell a hovrid Whing {o bave, awud yon

are missing surh g ot of selhook. b s
to e bopel your examinalions are nes
coming ol just yet. What sort of a eat
s Gushov? 1 don't think 1 lnve ever seen
# blue one. Miooky must be a grund p
mate. There ave very few ouls w I
will allow themselves tn be dressod up
and put in s praom, 1 think, don't you?—
Lowsin Kate.]

ividlnal, when he had s
upon to come to the platforn,
1 will eonfess that | was onee addicted
lo strong drink. but now—>

“How long nge was 1hat?” ealled ovut
anmeboly froan the audienee,

The sewly individual gave one glance
at the n whe had interrupted him,
and eatixficd himseli that he had been
recogiined.

L wieuld judge,” he said, with an air
of a nma who wns trying o =ltimulale
his memory, “that it wan heiween fifteen
and twenly minutes age,”™

Thu# it happened his »peech never was
made.

ar

Brave, Adolphus!

Seme edple reem to bave o peck of
tvowshle.  For imstanee, there wos the
g thler ~ FLumly, ‘The father, poor
magt, wis swallowed by a tiger, ang ull
that waa lefL to ddentify him by wero
ten melal butlons. The mother wax
cangli in 2 anineing mnchine, and, being
chiopped up inte ever go nuny litlle bits,
there vay an end of her, Obadinly, the
eldest Bon, was  ucforlunately  ship-
wrecked on gpe of the Cannibal Talands,
nnd ns e was never hiened of again, it
is feapred that e furnished o repast for
the sitisple ravages.

There gnd events happened
week, o sl the carly age
Adolphns - Plantagenet, the  youngest
Ko, was thiewn an erpbnn wupon the
vold world, Just Lheo the bhank failed,
and le lost wis little all.  Aad then—
woukl You lbelieve it?--the family re-
sidence wns tolally destyoyed by fire?
Oh, poor Adolphus!

No, be did not abandon hiwsclf le
despair,  Hesolilely  dosking away tha
unbiddden it he set himsell bavely to
consiger the hisiory of hygone heroes.

“ets  ael? paid le, totting them
off on hiy fingery, ¥ there was Jack of
legnstalk noterlety, AlLuddin of the won-
deyful lagmp, Dick Whiltington and his
tal, whe was thrice Lanl _Mayor of Lon-
don.  With such ghining exawmples be-
fore me, il ia stvange if 1 can't make at
Teast a Biving, 1 will etart with three
strings to my. bow—Dbeans, lamps, and
a domesiiz eot™

Such wus his resulve. .

A wympathising corm chandler guve

him aome beane; another syimpabhiser
an assortment of old lamps; and he
made friepds wilh a cat, which was, like
himself, &n orphan -ils name was Nebu-
chatdneeznr,  He and the eat agreed to
adopl the siple life, and act up house-.
keeping together in u nice dry cavern on
the woupinin sife. . .
The beans were plapled  in 2 meat
double row before the door, and al-
though they disappointed expretntions
in .not sheofing..up . to. the sky; they
grew at leant. seven feet high, and their
leaves protectnd the occupants of the
cave {rom the sun. The cat kept house
whilst. Adolphus went to mnrket to sell
lis benns. -They delched 2/ per peck,
and iha precerds af his sale lie invested
in onimenl aml Jeniils for Limself and
wortl-of, lights _for Nebuched-
Ant as Bue total expeunse of
keeping was twe grosis o week,
there wits ‘tlwa¥s -something over to put
in Lhe savings tank. - Of {lie beans that
Tepmintd unaohd; some they ate and
smne weye stored for winler, wie,

As 10 1kt Jamps, no gmonnt of polish-
ing bronght a penie, bt the clea
tade them al lenst salenble. e

As Lo {he third string Nebiwhadnes-
zar, e was bolh ermamenlal aml useful
and it vtewnined 1o be xeen what more,

It chaprtt ome (duy that Greyvmatkan,

within &
uf eight

the FEmprror's  clief  monser.  died;
whereat hiso Twperial Majesty was in
Ereat lisliess, Wringimge  his august
handy, he crial:

rell,
Al

il for The Greymalkin s dead,
1vipe galdl thal, there's oo wore s
- e kank
Ilave gl

waX biy worth! Where,
e
r Urlryhinlkin, o

whera

At to Imy

imbfeed, o sevious eomlition ot
now he

affwirs, for the connlvy mighl
overram with mive.

Then said 1l Lord irh €
Uit oas imserd an wbverlises
i-’!,_v press, and see what will come ot
i’

“ Wrave!l” erivd e Emjeeror; * very
rood imlecd, pray diraw wpon oy treas-
wry for any sum yoo need.'t i

O the strengil of that, the fofnwigr
ndverticement appeared in the © Impe-

repcher s Wanted, nn Al up-
to-date tat, A regular moun-ge tevror,
Npone other need apply to ihe first

aberkain”
Larcshipr
Per-

inklape, The Lord 1ix
In snysequenes of th
wns  sicted with enton
minn, Maltese, Munx, yellow,
crasxe¥el. After aorting ont the lot.
®ix mnly renained, and they were (urmed
loose in the granavy to see wlad lusi
ness they vonthl do,  The beat canught
twenly wive & winmie, whereas the de-
eeanmd vonld enteh fifty  When this wns
reparicd 1o the Emperor. he wept.
Now  Adolphus Plantaganet leanl of
the advertisement ot the terrible up
wet at the pnlice, one day when he was
markrling.  And he maid within himsrelf,
“I knuw why those cate Jaiied, they
wrere all tos plump and  well fed! ™’
When he wenl home he tobl Nehochad-
acxzar what he bhad heand, and raded by




