
Letters to Women in Love

The Spoiled, the Adored, the Irrepressible American Girl

By MRS JOHN VAN VORST.

THE
few letters which fellow are

n.t love-letters, bet :isey treat

o' love. Love letters, as a matter

of fait. are interesting only for

tbe person to whom they are

addre=se-I. Bat 7 tiers to people in love

s . they act addressed more or less to

tie * rid ut large! The very oldest

woman I ever knew, a Frenehwomau.

ss.il cqcx IQ me:
—

\ I g . tXK/---’-’

C'S’cJT iigSilß. S. TL-Aiic* hew jOITT C

inis-.u bt woriX Tl< iruiSii

ii/:-. lv- ii to inner. Bus," >ad here

she drew very .1 *. to me, ’Ahere is

one thing I regret
’ My eye questjeaed

hers. "Wait I. you reg-;:'” And ste

■--■-red in a whisper: -Love.”
.. Beatrice Heaver. Fifth Ar-

i Miss bra.:..e

Xcs York.

V. _.c

’: . are '..: "> . .•
mnefa ■_: a .•.••:■

1 ss< v. X have ieard from you

t . - tsmi 3 times in the

Jas: few years -:u.r. you left sc-c ::.

I . ■-. . : .’• ■ i:-- ■ -■■■- y . n

us-r.i : eenX me ::.£i iaraiingtea

td- . ; ■_- . ■ . • -■'•■'
-

-

x ~ rls in '• -
■■ - - .. has®

••■
- f ■ rresfondents." Yeu were r»-

a: -r n-

s-j. -. Bat •• ; a knew haw fond - eras

<•■■ ■■■ ■ z dear mc-ther. and tuat. ever

. y death. I have locked npes you

as :. sister in a •■.-.> -

can’t ■ ■ .-■

-

- . ire twentr-two. For e* you
- -•- - a WH In®ffer«nt

••'•>« are ro this beis» ~l'?ckei

In anv sase I take tie liberty of oc-

niyseH a:<-at yoa. quite as

taix's sei hai turued to n»e fcr pro-

can. inuT-.e iny surprise on

fi -•. Er-c;" all Wells > zosg. k»Jig

Y'.-i kn • my r :• zines* tor

y He is - *

feare *
lizu- th*** ”-•?« aa*i »hea for

♦ f'leni* . ns stMfrding-

rr.‘ - . -er to see his uneie is

Wi- .r !"•
•■ ~ -* st-’-ztin? off •*«

♦

-< ’ iz<h. er i:-.ne ici tnw a z«--

1' "ne I never yeaaefH.ber very

rz - .-../I-' ■ i~e talked ahc t-iu

I i-: kee' * m-'-•*: reev’L.’e.tios

e
- - * 5 -th with the pc-wer

♦ a: the --i'? •=? I na» mu zive to

& F.?-zz* ’ Twesty-seven I kn-7w.

v-‘ I ha 1 never t’rc-aghr miet aboat

v.. v. with him. ani that he w: ..

1

*- iav be sir* to marryv. when all

a- . ii* -

. sir- this letter aS’at yet.

s . i - .- -
-

■
. - ■ . -

c - v -. • -

t

I a-.'- «e-i v. a the letter—that wowld

r e ; : t* fair t- Reginald—bat I wn<t

a

fc. sabje-t
E,_riwi f Wa';s lrve< yon. Of *ctrrse.

t

H . if. r as rot the eonmooplaee
a" . ent aay voting man. wh: is

a.tm ve fcr any yoong girl who i»

pr--.'y He » attractive and yw» are

pretty—bsrt he resLy appreisates yew.

H* *ieak» of yon in the meet beantif 11

way—of TOST

*

rharaeter. the power yea
bav fcr’ Wtsgio* out fit* v*-v '■*«•

fc*re Uh t man. Ha -.aderataals yet:.

It I ho la mrt tcryriwei that y«n air-14

ttkr*e nothing for aim. Yea have

njsei <2-IX3I ni ajrserism :hat y.a

could ■»in auyose y.j i wanted tc. He

does n<x Snd it as: wishing that he

shctCd b-:t atreal :: y: 2. with 2is h im*

■ H - . .
..

when his «crk is ler.e. t ? dev». te te

artisti . literary an-i intellevttial ptir-

siiits. These he nrast ftrsvear s-. x-ng

as ?.is ine*?me. fair as it is. hr’s not

phi-x-i him iimc-rug ths real cf leis-

Yst. t - s ; •'...

that yoa d:n’t f<r iJm. he s.ig-

in a 11221 -r little ways «hat

perhaps yoa may.
_

He saj - :.. - • < -
think there's any -.shr 31211yea d-s ie«ve.

1 -.'
.

*
. * _

- av-a-w'.

te «me hv‘»*n. Trith v-ar tat xr tx L-tug

Island fr ‘ T Fri*iai t • M. tiihy in the

. - 7 | - - ‘ - 2". 1

Mx I - ■ ' -

But I tamp frezn < ne thhkr so an<: t2e*

will'.--?it iiivißg ■•'■■ .1 the de:.ii.s as Reggie-

gave them- ani as yea are to

answer tiem in y. :ir letter te or?.

When he hrs: me: yox 'tn ms < -ass

Day. he knev» that he omlLi never care

for azvSsdy el-e. \>?a had d?sii np

t _ . ' '' -• ’
-'

<-f his rcomn’a:e. As se«:-n as he saw

ven -oeethsr h-- ~a- jeal-tt'. h-?rrii4.y
jeata is He ■_ - t ' ' -
bad shared his r’-:s '-vith him ::r two

rs ? 1 1 be-r. h: hrr x 1“- ahh-ir—-

sisee he had sever mentioned yenr name

—and was now to ann t-nnee ti-s engage-

ment. The annoißeeiEeak did

not corse, and Reggie says tiat at tne

becinnhns ven seemed gh*d t»? have him

to yen: yen eaeotiraged him.

ani he the happiest nsan in the

You let him send yon Severs and

becks. He hadn': th- slightest idea yon

a n.-rt —. ~
——~,i. 2— •'•zesn t ~7-c so

n-. » Oe’v ill of a sadden y? i

tc ehan3*?. He . :'2lr“ ■tn < v.l: yon as

; - had Yow were - yon ■ ;' - "
at *’:e things he said rrs’y. and tc-:k

eert-ssly «be thntjs he meant yon ~. z-

it. He grew eonstrwine ’ aad

eoold nos even make trp Ms miad to

ask y-ri whether anything had

He tried to believe -

was Ms imagina-
tion. chat yea weald, from one day to

the . they.'?? ti.-k again to y-'tr c’.i

th h Nt t txt wererew -
It disagreaebkr t ? him. On contrary, yea
were nerfe-tlv friendlv. and. indeed,

when he came down v> the romiry yea

went abccit with. h:~r more free.y tnan

you ha: It

he anahvzed hi- 'c e’ings that ytti -t-tt: i

■ever
hive f-r him t-e' of sent:=ent

b- had f'r v x

Ari Reginald r't want you as a

freer.' I tVh.it shali he d< ’ His dream

wh ■ ’ .k* an tr ies vn: babt.-3

onee

reflected the w.-rld the I'rely ecfotrrs

reduced t f_- .'.'
- lamp -t- t tttt x»-

«. it -ddrvE. What shall

he 4©r
’

■ --. answer Mm bat I t -'t want

•A'-— ckm't want Reggie to ‘tr'ffer. bat

von can’t make h:m happy." Is t st ft!
- - -

Yiva are r. ' - y amonc th- riase

mS-ress of every ritaatsoa ani who »c jH

nrther that ethers suffer than to fee!

t-w ar- too yooag ter stc»=. Then

what is year aV-dtude*
Above all. don't be promoted with Reg-

gie frr wr't-lng to me, aad dwt’t be veiel

witt st* fcr toteac you at ih

From, here I cm see year desk—not a

hit the sort whieh is conducive to letter-

writing. There are always psetures and

Howers, and copies of magazines, and ko-

daks. and open boxes of eandy. and

paper-eevered novels piled upon it iwith

strict injunctions to the heusenaxi “not

to touch anything'";.

Somewhere underneath all these frive-

lous and half-sentimental upper strata

there is a saver-cornered blotter.

.. ma save, inkstand and anelaborate pen
(rusty, ne deubt>.

Please, dear, do a little hoose-ekeau-

ing. Get down as far as the pen-and-ink-
stand and let me hear from you.

IL

To th* same:

I vis delighted with the rapidity of

your answer.

And the fierce indignation with which

you respond—hew indicative it was’ You

are young, pretty, charming, cultivated

What mere natural than that you should
be loved, and fall in love yourself’ Yet

the mere indirect suggestion. of such a

thing brings an outburst.
“Love Reginald! You’ve always been

very fend of him, but there’s never been

any question of love!”

Fortunately your letter doesa t end

here. You do make a few e>.ueessiOE-.

He has never asked you to marry him,

in the is’ place. In the second p ace.

you have never told him that you didn't

like him. In the third place, he must be

rather dull net to understand that ycu
couldn't see as much of him as ycu do if

he were—er ever could be—more t. you

than a friend.
...

In ether words what you mean is that

y-:u are perfectly willing Reginald Wells

should be your devoted slave, you are per-

fectly willing that he should think of you,
be with you, >frea?r about ycu to the ex-

cluden of all else. In return you deign
to see as much of him as you can with-

cut '-■e’.r.g bored. Y?u would ce- indignant
if l_e were less attentive to- you. •. r more

attentive to seme other girl. To speak
frankly, you care for Reggie Just enough

v
-

to want anyone else to nave him!

T- : - p-remises charmingly for his future

happiness:
... -

.• ,

And reallv I am no better off -nan I

was
before." I am half-inclined to tele-

erath Reggie that he is wasting his time,

and that he might better turn his

theuahts aside from the stony-hearted
Ee-atriee!

nr *

Tv the same:

T

s
--r —i.wltt -’i-s. vr.;»3 rrY-’l-’’’ VvCT

Last night the maid breugnt ae

telegram. “IDon’t write R. until hearing

frem me." I spent the evening in agree-
able speculation as t>; hew scon I -.teu’d

gage-meat. I blessed you i r having
to your senses. N*>t at all!

This mcming the p«;st triers y. ur let-

ter. E-gg'.e had to '. a -.ay t r s .eri!
-■ - 1 ] ' I ■
him before quite mak . yonr mind

xs to what you really think. Net that

vou spoke to him of la- nfe--i- at< t»-:
that would have been dish yah But you

couvht while you were with aim—l know

tc.u—to analyse your feelings new that

you are sure he cares for you.

This certainty with regard to his se-jj.

ments had two distinct effects up<n you.

You were mere self-eocfideat. you were

mere indifferent. You had an added

sense which as* from the assurance of

his love, and this same asiuranee took

fr m the chars: cf tempest a pliancy it

to1 hitherto possessed. Am I right!
TS=re is notkinr mere alhrrtng in life

eathia mtment which f recedes tta

declaratioß of a n*,in. ....I was

going to say a man with whom yon are

failing in love. How you would have re-

sented that if I had said it!

As soon as a man has actually an-

EO'-tnced his ud.r-itßn then conscience is

cailr.d into play and you must take s

decision. But during the interim you live

in the atmosphere cf irresp-:-nsibility.
Yea disregard ill nventional codes cf

1::.7 ; as.l y<;
•>

as : -:l ppant. as reck-

xs t.st.. ■. - -.
Aicticsal. as you

like—net fearful ?f tuejuewes because

-< . u AO.. t.’ . ::

■ . ;. I I • ■ f - A

know vou are adored.
WeU, after as h.ur with him you

thought yea could le ’-loppy with him,

perhaps, but ycu don’t believe that you
wo-uld be uithappy ’.viiuowt him.

Yc-q don't absolutely ■lecLire th-ax you.
will never marry hizn. If he really ’ ves

you. he raust wait. It w>.nt hurt him

to wait. Gr..-'. he s-.-t-ehs ic mink. you axe

worth waiting for.
~ - .ni .ike '. the

s-ti-ek «f your remark-? : s ths-: you
? s si- ... _ _ - a ■
imagine marrying. a: you can't iuaaguse
being engaged.

lam not gc-ing write io Reginald at

aiL I have nothing to say t-’ him. It is

with vc-u that I A -I! eo-minne my e-* rnes-

pcßdenee.

To tae s-tnte:

Your eifusive epistle in defence ef the

girl has rea-.hed me. America,
ven sav_. has created a nh-ew variety cf
female: the unmarried v.->-man whe is net

an old maid. Every other country ar-

res sceietv in su-.h a that ••'ives

; - ’.'' ----- • a‘5

share, in the dlsrrT'i.i-'n sccial right®,
h: - :

_

at _. i- ■ i .- --3

pre nd cf her ’'.a. p" yc
T

ing gir’A each

vear as she is :f her r< or her harvest
of golden wheat. All this is true. I ad-

mit. but I dent '-c- in it. as yen i --. ad-

- • ' - 1 - :r<.

which has its **<- Girl.'* If y; u roa

-
-

ft -.-■ n

. - - - - .. ?>

can society, sentimental, dr- c at: etc-

ncm.i<-. ir.telie,’t. is ~r.tt-.n in t.'.e

American girl-
How e»E they resi~: ?o mtzeh atten-

tion’
The truth is th y 1.:.*:. Between thd

ages of twenty and £•' : ty-fire they hive

ac other ob;e>~ in lit ' htrt to “hsve 3>

goal time.”
■-'

rages 1 ■ wema

as the-nsii the wh- le • m*-y re; :ieej to

-.-■■• that it pos -
v ’-

wir,: f- r ■ '. -At’:- :t ISas a rewar-.: --. r

- gigurat-
ere n

: <
.: - .

-
-- - - ■ ' ■ 5

lesson - ’
■c Other rule th.tr. ’ts wn pleasure.
—-■-■■ • ..- - .-i-. racy is

W.- - ■ . - ■
.

• ■ - 1

- - '.--TeS

. - - Mi

- - ' . ’ ’ r

queerer they aright better be I

this privileged group have the same non-

chalant idea a* otter aristc rats resard-
ina their dtrtks tcwir.l -ee’ety in general.
tv.’ - - - *

-1 • — — ' : never

XU anything tkrt S res ’<«. and cf

livins to have a z-»l time, there may b?

aertaia Amteomingi in the r-sults cf

Hb.h ecoiu- A

Wtet are tkese results?

When the •‘Gi’-w-a Gi’F has tee#

"paid attention” by any quantity cf men.

■rd fee a ■amber cf years, ft grows
diScalt fcr her to determine cn any
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