hip—and a Rowie knife, simgmlarly in-
offensive  in  apperanes, was thrust
throngh her givdle, The Burglae Tooked
enriously 4 moment, then swmiled,

SHow did yon know wme? he asked.

“liy  your chin,? she rephiml. “You
cun u: il \mn-vlf Behitl o wask
that doesn't cover that.”

The Rurglar towehsl Lis ¢hin with one
1 el

s forget that” he renarkeld ruefully.

SHadu't you seen me ¥

N

The (Hirl drew neaver aul Inid one
Tl lightly on his arm; her voice drop-
ped mysteriously,

“la evervibing ready ?? she anked,

“0h, yes," e assured  her inie]
His veice, ton, waa lowerml enutious

“Tid you come in the anto?”

“Yes”

sAnd the casket?

For an instant the Burglar hesitated.

“The casket?” he |r'||mtml

Certainly, the casket. Did you get it
all rvight

The Burglar lonked at her with n
new, Iy -1|1P~Rllk9 expression on his lips.
The 1 returned his steady paze for
an instaat, then her eyes dropped. A
faint eolour glowwd in her white chin,
The Turglar suddenly langhed  admir-
ingly., ‘

“Yex, I got it he sadd,

She took a deep Treath quickly, and
her white lauds ilnttered a litle.

“fWe will have to go in o fow minutes,
won't we?” she .h]m[l nneaxily.

gl

“T suppose so,” he Teplied.
RNt |inl_\' wefore unmasking time
she “heenuse- -beenuse 1 think there

; \mne one lhere who knows or, suspeets,

"S!Hl)r‘r‘l,—‘. what #° demanded the Burg-
Tar,

cS Bt warned the Girl, and she
laitl & finger on her lips. “Not so lond.
Some one might hear.  Here nre some
peaple cowing now that I'm afraid of.
They know we. Aeet me in the con-
servatory in five minutes. 1 don’t want
them to see me talking te you”

She moved away  quickly, and  the
Burglar looked after her with admira-
tion and some impalpable quality otlier
than that in his ey e was turning
nway toward the eomserviitory wlhen Le
van into the arms of an oversized man
Tampily clad in the dress of a courtier.
The lumpy  individual stood back and
s1zell him up.

sRav. young feilow, ihat’s o swell rig

LN

yon gt he remarked.
The 1 ¢ oglauesd at hiw in polite

a-lonishioent —pevhaps it was the tone
of the remark.

=Gl yom Jike 11, he said coldly, and
pitesed on,

As he waited in the conservatory ihe
mnseent died out of his eves, ad his
Vips were drawn into a straight. sharp
Lime. He Tad seen the lunpy individunl
spenk to another man, indicating gener-
ally the divertion of the conservatory as
he did =0, After a moment the Girl re-
turned in deep agitation,

SR st go now —at onee,” she whis-
pered hurviedly, . SThey suspert us, I
know it —1 know it!”

“I'moafr 80,7 said the  Roeglar
grimiy. s why  that  detective
h])(ll;l to me

Shetective T msped the Girl

“Yes, a etective  disgn
gentlemman,™ -~ .
Oh, if they arve watching us, what
sho ' we do s

The Bovglar planced out, and seeing
the man to whem the hompy individn al
had spoken coming toward the

tory, turned suddenly to the {

Do you really wanf to with me”
he, sk,

“Uertainiy,” she replied cager

“Yoi g T \iu;z no mistak

sxo, Dick, no' she said again, Bt
if we are caught — ="

Shaes T osay aul we won't be canght.”
deelared  the TBurglar, 11ix tone

sharp, eommanding,  “You po on alone
townrd the front doer, Pass out as if
to mot o hyeath uf fresloaiv. ') follow
in @ minnte,  Watel for me. This de-
tective ix getting too cnvions for com-
fort.  Omtside we'll take the first anto
amd vun fer it”

He ﬂmnghtfnll\ whirled the bivrel of
his reyolver in His fingers as he staved
out intn the balbown, The Girl eluny
to him helplessly o monent; hor hawl
trombled on his avm,

“1 m Frightenml” she confossed, =Oh,

“on't vour  nevvet heoeom-
manled. you e, we I hoth be
ennpht. (o on, now, and do oas B osay,
11 came—Dut it is possible that 'I <hal!
come in o hurry,  Wateh for me."

clung te his arn,

s she threalel ber

- T gelanenl ek,

st liveried servant
st and whisper i

lar told himself g

paing <direetly nt hisa,

ant from the crowd Ln\\allnl I
“Thoeve Iw o —tll .

The ruse opened the way, nl be went

it a pistol shet?

fuol of the steps.

ear on the vl 1l
anto and chonbiared

1y her oves followed U

With a qiick twist of e

vk, they ve coming ! gasped

3 'Lu-m'.llll ﬂlvm W hiun:l

B v connnande |l the
the Girl's shoubder

1t Jeapead ont inta the yowd in
th of it own lighi, j
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came a pistol-shat from behind, followead
instantly by another,
Fhe car spead on,

11

Mtuyvyesant Eandulpli millimaaive,
muner af Sevep ks, amd lwost o thie
kel vall, was able to tell the polive
only what el happensl, awl oot the
e ne ils happeuing. this
that s Ahivf, comningly s
a hr Lowith alavk Tan v

ain Band, Tad surreptitiously at-

tiqudwil the qaskel Tall by entering at
1he nt donr aml presenting an invi-
tadi cand. Aml when Mz, Ramdolph

ot 1his Tar in his =tory even he couldin’t
Keep his faee straights
The sum tatal ol v
Tealgre, therefore, wis this
Moon sfter the graoed mareh e sevvant
cntersd the smoking-room and fooml the
Fourglar there adone, standing heside an
open window, looking ont. This smek-
ing raom conneeted, Ty corridor, with
small dining-roomn where the Randolph
wald plate wus kept in ostentations se-
elumin, A= the vvant  enferml the
amoking-room the Targlar turned away

vone's knows

Hatch went ou calmly.”

Irom the window gl went out into the
Lelleoom. He did not earey a0 buulle:
he i not appeir fo be oxeited,
Fifteon or tawenty minntes later the
servaot isetvered Tt oleven plites of
wold  serviee, adoed wonghlyat
Sl were missing, e Pnbormed Me,
Randatph,  The information, aatorally
vaough, dul not clevate the host's onjoy-
ment of e Bl mnd he ddid o thin
histily,
Meanwhile -that is between the time
when the Burglare Teft the simoking-romn
aml the time when he passed ont the
front  dome—the Bnvghe ol tadked
cirnostly with o masked Givl of the
Westl It ortablisthed ATt when
e Teft hime in the conservatory, she
went ont the frant doer, we she was
Wl by the Burplar, and then vime
wensttional theht o the putomao-
et Forty horsepower car it moved
ke the wind, The autamebile in whiceh

.‘
L

(he Burglaoy T pone o Seven Oaks was

t hehiml; thus fav it lud not been
ol
Tl dcdentity of the Burglar

I

comjerturr—Ui's what the poliv
T the I8

and the
Giirl nurede the my=tery, 1t was ey to
anid—
Lar ol away with the gold
plate, e owent inte the anoking-ronn,

17

thew into tle dinimg-yomn
wold plate

dAropped Lhe
il theew the
~ick ont o dow, 15 was Deanti-
fully ~imy At what the dicl bad
ta e wath 31 was=u't ve vioqeerlapa
A sCOTe 0r IMorTe st ol jewellery
whicn Jad bevn reporied  aissing by
Huest=, engaged her attention. ’
Bt owas al-o v oto see haw the By
Lae s the il Qurd bween able to -!l.ll:‘l‘
all purauit by the el in two other
antomeliles,  The e they ad closen
v Iireedly the Gistest of the seores
therve, Hie wight was pitel darvk,
siifea, a1t like wias I
el »th I'wa -hnl-c Im.l
ut ham by the Tnngpy
really Detective
Ll onby =pureed h
These thing~ wore o
lllu( the identity ofF 1
ferent melnore alilienlt Propositiom,
wml fhere vemain the task uf vanking
e out of alseurity,  This T Hu-
Int of Deteeive Aoy, whe vepre-
sented the Supreme Police Totel
ol the  Metropelitan District. happily
sotulbining a No, 1] =hoe and a No
The s s eitlitiones, sus<pivis

[EESITI
L owho was
hut they

el
wars o dif-

Hy
r—as police dbetertives go, For -
owas e whe esplained (e
nwthod of the (theft with a Jucidity that
Wik astomaudi
CDretective Mallory aml twa ar three of
s satellites jweavd  Ap Randolph's
~ory. then the statements of two
e who nd attended the ha 0o
tune, the statennt= af the  ser-
vints, Ao all this My Mallary
:jhm\wl hi~ v oal Hmnght violont by
for  several nmmh‘ A, l\':lllllulplh
]nnlunl o espeetantly s Die didyCt want e

AL it My, Randelph,”
siid Che Supreme Police Latetlicence af
Tast, ceaeh dovitation eand p:-n-x?ulw[ at
H.n\ door by yvour wuests laae the
of the person (o whom it was fssine

SV repliel Me Hinmtelph

SALTT sl the
Pl we hive o el

TWhere are Aliose camls, Caetgs ot
askes Mo Handolph of the servant whe
hand vervivel tuen at the door,

“1odidu’t know they were of finther
\u!m'. sircanl they were thrown away
- =into the furnaen,

Mro AlaTlory was vrvest fallen.

“Did yvon notiee §iF (e eard Presentod
at the donr by the B S on the even
e ot the nneslod ball at Seven (aks
Dove e he asked. e liked 1o be
N Pike 1Tt

Yoo et 1 noticel it patrieulacTy,

3 the gentlemuan wis cdvessml s

e

Levtive slivew].

Iy,

Do el hnu-mTu'l' the woawge
LS

. \\nnh] rom

s Tl it oy

‘Hn- servint ooked at Mreo ILoandeiph
Ticlplessly,

“1odont think 1 wonld,
swereil,

“Armd e il e L von notiee the
card she gave vour™

don’t vemember her oat o all, sir
voof the Tiilies wo
cme in amd e

anewber 3 von xaw it

s

owrapa when
costmine would

have been noticeabfe iF she Tadd on
aowrap

The Supreme Intelligenee was thoaght-

ful for amather few minates. AL Tast

he teroed to My, Tiandidple spenin,
SYou oare eertain Chere was only one

man i that baldl de as o Ruralur:”

b

skl

“Yes, thank Heaven?' rveplied M
Tonnlalph furvently. =If there'd been
another one they might hayve taken the
[ .

The Sopreme Tntelligenes frowned,

SAud this il was dvessed like
estern 1T he asked

-y Aosort of Npirtt of the West
costime

=and no ofler woman tlhere weore sach
a lhu-n“

respoiuded Mo Randolpl
SN0 echoed Ahe Two deleclives,
“Now, A lanudalph, Bow any invi-
tatinnge we isspea for the halls™
“Three or fony Tnudred It'= n hiy
AMr. RBamlelph ;||mln,r:i-ml_ (ST
d 1a do the thing properly.”
“How nany persans lao yvon sappose
actuatby attended the hatl?

“Oh, 1 don’t know, Theee  hundremd,

oo

ive Mallory thmyehd agmin,

Sl amgtiestionably the work of twe
Toll amd elever professional eraoke™ he
snid ut last judicially rl Nis =ptellitea
Lang om his wards vlv. “1t s
cvery  var-maek of it They  perhaps
|)I|nnml e thing  weeks hefore,
forped invitation vards, or perhaps stole
them—perhaps stole than”




