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HER MAJESTY'S REBELS: Sydne}

Ruyse Lysaght,
Londen.)

(Macmiltan 2nd Co.,

Mr. Lysaght’s new novel, “His
Majesty’s Rebels, may be likened to &
game of skitiles, such am sadept in he in
the art of setting thing= wp in order to
knock them down asgain. Regarded,
either from its semtimental. social, or
political point of view, it is, though high-
Ly iMuminative of the tacties of the pro.
pagandists of Home Rule, decidedly un-
pleasunt reading in paris. On the one
haud we are given a sordid intirigue—
to eall it a love intrizue would be to
Libel love—between what we presume
the author desires to be regarded as
the Lero (“Micharl Deswond”) and the
most dominant feminine churucter of the
Dbook {“Corinna Lemple-Cloud"). On the
other band, we are given the details of
the propaganda of those Irish politicians
kuown as Home Rulers, Land Leaguers,
and Nationalists. Now, it has alwayse
becn claimed that however unreasomable
the deinands of these several agitators
were, the same pure motive (patriotism)
animated them Individually. But, after
reading “Her Majesty’s Rebels,” the
render will exclaim, “Ciod save Ireland”
frome her political agitators, anl we
might add from her Lysaghts, as di-
lineators of her oilme Rule propagan-
dists, so discreditable a type has he
shown as, in the persons of “Michacl
Desimond” and “Regan,” the Irish-Ameri-
can Houwte Ruler. In a prefuiory note
the awthor **hopes it will be clear that
no attempt has been made in the charae-
ter of Desmond to suggest a portrais o}
that - great National leader, Charles
Stewart Parnell, thougn there are many
puints of resemblance; but admits that
there is a historical basis for the strue-
ture of the story’’ Whe histery o the
structural basis is so like and so fresh
in mwens minds that 1ibe question =a
sure to arise as to whether tue author, in
choosing such realistic, modern “struc-
tural basis,” has not been guilty of a
socinl solecism of the gravest arder, Cal-
culated to wound the feclings of the
living, and to prejudice the cause of
Huoine Rule, But one thing Alr. Lysaght
111_[5 wade abundantly tlear, granting that
Ina_s piciures of Ireland and its people are
fuithful (which may be safely assuwed,
#0 natural are they), and that is, that
the common people of Ireland do not
wititl Home rule, He says:—

The wajority of the pepple took far losm
inteeest lu the pulitical  questlon which
thidy were called together tv bear dis-uss.d
thin juight be snpposed. They hnd uno
personal comity to the Inndierds. wne pri-
Yate eauvletlue o the subject of veni; but
Pethipy in no otlier coundry in the world
coull w crowd have beew rollected which
waxk g0 uplied Ly the bond of national
wentiment., The pulitical q iens of the
bour were wnimpe mt detu they wera
agresd on thege I ive Lhelr lewlers were
agrewd; but ihe teiwe bend of their uaion
wua the love of thelr countrr — the in.
bort national spiefil which hud beew purs-
e tu twe memory of old wrongs and old

konour, awd had Leen aroused o uew
vitaltily uynder the leadersbip of Michael
Desioud.  If the landlords were uupopa-

Inr 1t was not Lecuuse they weve unjust
Iy tlwlr deelngs, but becuuse they stuod
ot and looked cotdly o notional ns-
icntions; ‘aud If the Crown wags litile
oved, it wams pot Lecause It rvepresented
the uwppresslon of Nogland, Lut beeause I
wia au absdntee power, uuidentified with
the hopes of [reland. This ls the fecling

of the Ielsh people, nud ooly In exieptiongt

cages or o fimes of excitrmeny does 1¢
surge Into the wislence aond impatience of
ali suthurity, which in Englagd is regirded
&6 Ity vorwgl venditlon.

Tie charncter of Desmond is not the
only character of the bovk that the au-
thor has eomstructed vul of the person-
nel of Parnell's contewmporuriea. “Con-
nor Desmond” s1ill lives and acrves Ire-
Innd, Lut sachows Purlismentary strife,
The Prime Minisier, teo, whem Degmond

rverted, has gome to his loat sesi. Thers

re fevern] other porizails that cam be
Eesognised by anyone who remembers

the political representation of those days,
A striking example of agrarian outrags
is furnished by the author. Under the
no-reat system, any man renting a house
or land from which & non-paying tenant
had been evicted, was flest warned to
quit, wng if he were nom-complinnt he
wasg killed. Desmend, who wus lawyer
a3 well as politician, actuaby defended
—knowing him to be guiity of this mur-
der, and a great villain to boot-—a man
who had murdered a small tenani far-
mer, whose only erime was paying his
just rent. To make matters worse, the
murdered ipan’s wife (“Mary O'Reilly™),
had been seduced by Desmond when &
youth, Later im the story Muary O'Reil-
1y indirectly causes the wurder of Des-
mond, by “Costcllo,” the murderer of
‘James O'Reilly, and the end or the sor-
did story is reached. What Mars. Ly-
saght says -freland wants may be found
in the following extract:— :

T.et oor people see thele Klog or Queen,
aud no sign of disloyalty shall mar the
greeting, Establish & Royal Resllence
ut Dublin Castle, nud there shall be littie
for the tlmorous to fear from u FParlidmenc
on College titeen. Give us o Prince or
Princess of Ireland fustead of an Euglisn
official, and we may forpet much contelmpr
and mnezlect. 1ler Majesty's Oprosition
fights zgriust the Government of the duy:
her Maujesty's rebels fight for the rvight
of governlag themselves wunder her.

A precedent for a reigning prince is
not warling in the ammals of English
history. That Edward, designated Long-
shanks, pave Walea as ruler a Prince of
the blood roval, and in so doing com-
eilinted the Welsh people, with the re-
sult that the principatity became an in-
legral part of England. But what Ire-
laud wants is self-control, religious free-
dom, internal thrift, freedom from poli-
tical agitators, and these she will mever
have while her politicians are men who
have {like Desmond) o private gradge
to satisfy a thirst for noto-
riety, an emply purse to replenish—in
the mame of palrictism. Apart from the
invidious portraiture, and the abomin-
able intrigue between Desmond and Co-
rinna Tewnple-Cloud, for which intrigue
there is not the slightest reason except
to intensify the *“structural basis,” Lue
book is Loth instruslively and entertain-
ingly writlen. 13ut the reader’s hero wiil
not be the authors.

DELTA.
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THE RBELOVED VAGAROND: Wiliiam
J. Tocke. {(John Lane, The Bodley
Head, Loodon.)

*“The DBeloved WVagabond™ i3 one of
those buoks that are at once a delight and
an educalion to read. No more einat-
ing nmarralive has over been given te the
reading public, The veader wili find hiwm-
self travelling in delightful ecompany from
London to Taris, where he will revel in
turn in the ¥ie de Bohane as lived in
the Quartier Talin, and the life of the
aristoeratic Boulevard Maleshoerbes, From
Paria he will iramp, vagabond Ffashion,
first ta Chartres, then by devious byways
to Longwys, Lhen south to lfaly, winter-
ing in the Kterma! City, where he may
become acqnainted with everyihing of in-
terest thet lies on ita seven Lills, and
Lreathe the exhilarating air of the bread
Campugna. Leaving Rome, he willk jour-
ney northward to Savoy, making @ short
stay at Chamberg for the purpose of wit-
nessing its quaint wedding customs. Then
to Aix-les-Bains, that Mceea of gouly in-

- valids, and thence to Duda-Pesilh, where,

if he have the inclination, he may join in
the Nalional Csardus. Back to Paris te
the Salon and the Conservatoire des Arts,
then to rural England and les comven:
ances, and finally to La llaye, In Bavoy.
The story opens where Gaston de Merac,
beloved vapabond, genius, and philoso-
pher is acling as président of the " Lotoa
Club,” a clud much affecled by those
spirity who, while gnconventional by na-

man of to-duy carries the

" five,

“arcentualed degree, 10 womnn.
Jilie causes of this remarkable arvest of

ture, are foreed by circumstapees by live in
Lighly couventiveal surroundings.  The
proprivtary of the club chunging hands,
Pavagot, after a highly sensatiousl and
wimstal valedivtory meeting with it new
proprietor, leaves London to make the
gramd tour that is to complete the edu-
cation of Lis protege, Augustus Suoiith, &
waif he had purchused froun bis gio-sed-
den mother for Lalf-a-crown. Singularly
enough, Laragot finds in Augustus, or
“ Aslicot,” az he huas pew reommed him,
exceedingly promising waterial. and ex-
presses lis iulention of vonverting him
into a schivlur and penticnwn.  After
many days and sundry adventures, Lhey
reach Lu Huye, in Savuy, where on inct-
dend oveurred which aliered the tenour of
their lives and introduces & feminine ele-
ment into their entourage. Resting at a
roadside inn, u strotling fiddler, aweun-
panied by a girl carrying a zither, cune
in sight.  The girl was greatly concerned
at the luss of =one money thatl had beea
entrusicd to her to pay the railway
elarges to Chambery, where next day lhey
were to pluy at a village wedding.  Sad-
denly the cld fiddler is scen ie fall, and
Paragot, rushing to Iiis sssistance, limds
that he is dend. Dizcovering that the
girl (Blupyuette) is both peuniless and
friendless, Paragot vonstitutes Limself
her puardinp, proposing o take the ukd
fiddler's place at the wedding wext Jay.
Blanquette accepts with gratitude, aml
after the wedding expresses her intention
of becoming o lille de brasserie, which
mode of life Paragol declares to be social
aud moral extinction and entirely unper-
missable. Mo Astivel is provided with a
tambourine, und the tria set out for Aix,
where they are lucky enough to get an
engagement 1o pluy in the public gardens
there. To these gardens one duy came
Joanna, Comtesse de Verneuil, “the lady
of the adorable feet,” and for whom Para-
got has become a sovial outeast, Mspla-
nations follew, unl Jeanna discovers that
the ien thousand pounds paid to Gastoun
de Merac by ihe Comte de Verneni]l was
not the price of his withdvawal as Joan-
na's aceepted lover, but the price of the
salvation of BMr. Rusbworth {(Joanma's
futher) from sccial and dinancial ruim
The Comte dies, and IMaragoi announces
te Astivot and Blunguetic Lis intention to
marry Juuhna and einrn to rvespeetabi-
lity. But the old shackles are too lirmily
riveted. and Parapot, to Joanua's secret
relief, thougl she would never have con-
fessed it, gives Juannw her ireedom, and
returns 1o Paris und the Vie de Boheme.
Shortly after Paragol marries Blangueile,
and, reiurning to La Maye, bevonws a
peasant farmer, and, fo quote the author,
# brings up the only child of the murriage
in the fear of Gol and the practice of
land samrveying, Lthus proving the late Mr.
Matthew Arnolkd was hopelessly wrong
when he declured *that miraseles do not
happen’” The authors delineation of the
character of Paragot is magniliceni. Para-
got as vagubond, poct. fiddler. phifodapher,
puinter. and lover in turn is an inimit-
able creation and cminently lovable, Nor
is n moral lacking. The story of 1hie wun-
dering is lold by Asticol. who becomes
painter. scholar, and gentlerman. He says
of Paragot: “Men lave spoken evit of
him. I burned to defeud him, and 1 bura
now, and that is why I propuse to writls
his apologia, his justification,” An apole-
gia was not neeessary.  Paragel's exisl-
ence s justificd n landreed fimes in the
course of the nar . which apurkles

with wit and epigram from cover to
cover,
It nmy et slrange to us, though

ithe fuet nevertheless remaing, that lhe
veleruns of the gramnd army of Napoleon,
weighed down by age and  glory, were
men of whom few had p i

It wus A time of rash and
. with an eavly age and no
avertures of real vouth—a line when we
findd Thackeray vidiculing De Florace lor
holding eluiws on being still & young man
al Lhe age of tiosty-five!  The average
spirkt  and
age which a cou-

power of youlh ide un
tury age wiaa regarded asx hordering on
the slmdy xide of cxistenca, says Dr. A.
K. Gibson in the “Medical Brief,” The
hueyancy nnd vigor chavacleristic of our
present nrididle-aged man make it, in most

2

enses, extremely diffienlt to appreach any
fuiv degree of securacy in determining

ithe age of A preraon passing along the
ascension =eula Lelween forly and fifty-
Aund what is =aid of man refers,
of course, in equal, if not In still more
One of

old age lies undoubledty in the increas-

_ing _indulgence of our time in heallhy

sutdosr aporis, with their eare-frea and
worry-free alandon,
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AUCHLAND FPROVINCE.

My W. B. Hulmes relorned Ivomn the
South by the Rarawa lasi week.

Dr. Quick arrived from the Sovuih by
the Takapna on Suuday,

Cuptein Easton nrrive] from KNew Ply-
mouth by the Takapuna on Sunday.

Dr. Palmer was a pussenger from New
Plymoutl by the Takapuna on Sunday.

Miss W. Aduir, of Gisborar, has gone
o a visit te Eugland.

Misa Ella Burke (Waipukarau) is at
present on a visit to Gisbowne, Rhe is
siaying with Mrs Richard Sherratt.

Miss 1. Blerratt, who has been =pend-
ing sowme time io Hawke's Hay nand
Featherston, has relurned to Gisborne,

Mr Philip Kenway las left Gishorne
for England, wheve hie intends to stay
for an indefinile tima,

Miss Madge Rice returnced to Auckiand
last week, after a visit of {hree monihs
to Christehureh,

Mrs Mouckton, who has been spending
a few weeks with her son in Gishoerne,
hag returned to her howe in Featlicrs-
ton.

Miss Winter, who has heen visiting
Colonel and Mra Winter {(isborne), has
left for Christelareh, en roule fur Tas-
mAania.

Dr. and Mra, A, Osborne Knigit snd
family left Aucklond kasi Tueslay for
Wellingion, to join the Alheuwiz at that
peri for England.

Mr R. Hobbs, of lonsenby, Auvckiand,
teft on Monday for Australia. lle in-
tenda to visit Sydney, Melbourne, and
Adclaide before his retwin.

Miss Ethel Atkiuson, who has been
seriously ill iu Jobanmnesburyg, has now
quite recovercd, and is returning to Auck-
Jand by the ss. Corinthic, which left
Cupetown on Mareh 24,

Miss  Sylvin Thorpe, Fairfax-road,
Epsom, left Aucklund last Monday #n
rouie to Germany, where she is poing
Lo pay an eoxtended visit to ler sister,
Mrs. Fenseler.

Mr. G. H. Barmes, manager for the
“ Midnight Wedding” Company, which
opens at 1is Majesty’s Theatre o©n
Monday next, arrived by the ‘lekapuna
on Sunday o meke the preliwinary ar-
rangements,

My .und Mrs. W, B. Ellerby. of Walton
(late of Canterbury}, lelt for Kugland
and the Continent of Furope on Monday.
They expeck to be away about six or
cipht monihs.

Ars. Phillips. wilfe of Dr. 'hillips. leit
with er twa children for Sydney on Mon-
duy inst on ber vetarn to Upingtun {Cape
Colony ), after a few months’ vi to hel
parents, Mr. and Mrs V. E. Lice, in
Auckland.

Miss Nora Wulker, ¥psem, Wit last
Surday for Wanganni, where she has
goue to stay with Mrs. Adi. Bayly and
other friends.  She will most prebably
visit Wellington before returning 1o
Anckluaud.

Mr. J. . Twive, sen., of Auvkland, has
taken Mr. Saxby's residence af Rinil
Hill, Napivr, for lhe winter months. e
i accompanied Dby his graaddaughler,
Migs Muriel Darling, of Wellingtan. Mr.
and Mrs, Sexby intend {0 spewd Lth, win-
ter in Myducy,

Vixilors staying at {he Royul Hotel in-
clide Caplain and Mra. Yetterson { Auck-
lund) . Messrs, Joln Henry (Kaipuva}, L.
1. Regevs  {Wellington), T. Fleming
{ Adelaide}, Mortimer Now {(Terth \W.A5,
B. & Chisholm (Wellington), Mr, aml
Mrs. Pulmer {Ubristehurch),

Miss Iiwen, who has Dbeen elected n
member of the South MHantapa Dwiine
uge Bonrd, is probably the fivst Jady
that has been elecled i such a posi
tion in Now Zealand, Miss Fwen has
considerable infereat in the Yand nffeet.
ed by Lhe Board, and, it is stated, pos-
seages gqualifications which shonld muke
her an excellent member of the Bouxd.

‘At {lie warelionse of Moasra. Sharlamd
and (o, Limiled, on Apvil 18, Mr
Alan tirey, wha bas represented  the

firm as suhurbam traveler, was the
recipient of a prescntation in the form
Mr. Ren-

‘ol & bag aud & aet of razure.
shaw, manager, jn glnlsing the preseats-



