CURIOSITIES AT THE CHATHAM
ISLANTI,

This gruesome relic is a group of skulls
at YWaitangi, Chatham Islands, and ia
one of the ancient feasting grounds ot
the now nearly extinet Moriori race.
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There are quite 2 number of these quaint
carvings on trees on the Chatham Is-
lands, and they are pre-historic, as even
the most ancient of the few Moriori sur-
Vivors remaining ‘know nothing of their
origin or significance,
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MAJOR JOUNSTON, RA.,

Who recently
artilley

vetivel from the post of
sttt oflicer, which bhe Alled
with distinction,

[mported soldiers hiave ae often failed
to pive satisfagtion in the epecinl condi-
tiony of colonial Sife that it is an un-
wonted plensure to acknowlslpe the great
value of the seryvices which have been
vendered by Mujor Johnston during bis

all too brief term as  Artillery  Staff
Officer (says the * Wellington Post”).
The excellence of his record is a striking
example of the henefits wh'ch our Defence
Foree way derive from the hefp of an
Imperial officer v the right sort of
mak is el - With his high technieal
qualifieatis his great enthusiasm, his
wide knowiedge of voluntvers. amd that
entire absence of *frill” which enables
him to unlerstand and to he understood
by the colonial spirit. he has shown lim-
self to be an ideal mun for the position
to which he was appuinted in 1HM,  Ab-
solutely untiring in his Jdevotion te his
profession, he has brunzht both the Per-
manent and the Velunteer Artillery to a
quite remarkable state of efficiency, and
we do not think that anybody who has
any knowledge of the facts will dispute
the justice of the very high encomiums
that were passed wpon him when the Pe-
tone Navals made him a well-deserved
presentation on the occasion of his depar-
ture.

THE LATE MR K. M, SMITH,

Who represented Taramaki in Parlia-
ment for many yeara aml waa known
all over the enlony by his elferis, asting
over furty years. to make marketable
steel ot of the vast deposits of jron.
saml on the West Coast,  Alr Smith was
just recovering from a seriouns lwess
when he it with a radlway avcident at
New Plhvmouth s died on April Bch,
from the injurics he received, e was
a native of Staiford-lhire, vame to New
Z
days actad as anmonrer to the forcea,

tland in 1860 and in the Maori war

He was 68 years of age at the time of

his death.

A HUDPREME

THE HERO (HARCOURT BEATTY)

STRIKING SITUATIDNS IN “THE MIDNIGHT WEDDING.”

AND TITE HEROIXE

(MIRS CONGDOXN)  IN & TOUCHING SETUNTIN,

Tweo stage pietures from dozens which “show up™ in this populie meledroma, which after its ennrmmausly
sieves=fal New Zealnud tour will be sevn in Aucklund next week.



