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Jim heard him, and turned toward
him & stricken face, twisted with suf-
fering and pleading, Spasm now follow-
ed apasw Lk he was in cupvalstous,
rollingy on ithe floor aud yellowing -his
fam in the muslard,
tMatt laughed hoarsely at the sight,
but the langh broke midway, A tre-
munr hnd run through his body, A new
paroxysm was beginuing.: lle arose amd
ataguered aeross to the table, amd clong
ta M, filled wilh the horror of going
down Lo the floor.

Jdim's paroxysm had passed, and he
st up, weak and fainting. He rubbed
hisn ryes with his knuckles, and oroans
that were like whines came from his
throat.

“What are you snifflin® about$? Matt

demamled, out of his aguny, “All your
got to du is die, an’ whes you Jfie
yunre dend,”

in't —sniMin®-.it's — the — wmus-

Lard--
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—-my—eyes,”  Jim panted.
his last awccessful attempt at
Theveafter he babbled fvcoher-

enlly, pawing the air  with shaking
mims iill a fresh cenvulsion siretched
him an the floor.

Matt struggled back to  the elair,

oml, doubled up on it, fought with his
dirinlegrating flesh.  lHe . came out of
the convulsion coot and weak. 1le look-
el to sce how it went with the other,
and saw him lying motionless. e
tricd ta soliloquize, to be facetions, to
have his last grim laugh at life. but his
lips made only incoherent svunds. The
thaught came to him that the cnetic
hail fmlr-d and lhat nothing remained
Dbut Lke drug store. He Inoked towarnd
ihe door, and drew himscH tn his feel.
Theve he saved himsell fram falling by
chithehing Lthe chair. . Another paryysm
lad begun, In the midst of it, with his
body flying apart aml writhing and
twisting baek again into knots, he ¢lung
to the chair and shoved it befere him
- arross the floor. The Jast shreds of his
will were leaving him when he pained
the door. e twrned the key and shot
back one lolt,  ITe fumbled for the see-
ond holt. Lut failed.  Then he Jeaned
against the duor, and slid gently to the
floor.

Election Day at Johannésbu'rg.

A LADY'S l\IPR]‘_.,.,IOI\ 3
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Teir Nybilla,—According to promise, I
ayuin sewd you a line. The past has been
& wost exciling week—even to those who,
like wysclf, are debarred from voling.
Tevhaps on this account we enjoyed the
eleelions ail the wmore, as we had more
time fur personut observation. Johannes-
by lias been wildly excited over theirs,
as party feeling raw strong.  Go where
you would, * Ilet Voik” * Labour,” * Na-
tienali=t,” * Pr were  words
ilat greeted you; all were deeply, pers
sonally interested, each, if not for him-
© self, for hevself. ‘Fliere is the inlerest of
gotne stranded neplew, husband, cousin,
or near relative, whose conditions could
ouly ho beliered by a change of Govern.
ment, seaing they had petitioned all and
- members of ile Jast ouse for

essive,”

By
cwployment, and all in vain. On
Wednerday  last, the day of the
ghection,  Johamuesbarg  was o sight.
Ail e world and  his wife were

agvg, mutor-curs such as are never scen
in New Zealand, for size awod clegance,
rucid \hruugh the streels at a maddening
puer, the chaulfeurs seemingly ulterly
yegradless of whom they ran dowu, Theiv
Irgion. Where they all up-
u will remain o mysiery fov
tu come, and Lh¢ir occupuits,
in iy eases ladies, whio could bave vied
wilh Solomun iw el lis glovy in the mat-
ter of dress, were a sight (o be seen and
yemembered, B seme  instancey  these
stowl up in their ears and harangued tho
public, or such as would listem to then,
fur all they were worth, and how pleased
winl condescemling they beeame all of
swllon, olfering a seat to those they pase-
ed on the voal—-a seat as far, and na
farther than the polling baoth, .
One of Lhe funniest features 1o those
who enjoy A joke wus the impartant place
ho doga held in ihe programme of the
ny. These were dressed for the acca-
elon, and decked witl party colgurs; cach

Mmavine Wwils
|
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had attached to his body o huge card,
bearing the ineeription, =~ Vote fur Het
Vaolk,” * Labour,” ** 1'rogressive]’” ** Nu-
tmunhst - or whalever eonstituept might’
be the p.utn.ulnr fancy of the vwners.
These, from the lmge dog with hang-
ing jo\\‘ls, io the slim greyhound amd lion-
trimnmed poodle, were alike s metainors
phosed that I fear they failed Lo vecos-
nise each other; for this only sulely
could account for ihe ntanner in which
they seemed to forget ancvient Eriendships
and everyday ucquzuntunecs Muny were
the free lights they engnged in, miuch to
the detriment of Uiy fine &.]ul]llu and
the joy of unloukers, one old Datels ady
going w0 far as to danee reund them
witlle lier canine was so cmployed, ery-
ing out while she swung Ler nabiella in
e air, "o iL,” “dGive it him, Het
Yeolk,” und he ditl too. But you p,huu]gl
have ccen thut dog's sorprise when he
found he had disrebed an old ehum of
many years’ standing. Some go the length
of saying Lhere were ud.uuily tears in hls
wyes as he slunk away, with his tail be-
tween lsis legs.

Then the roseltes of different party
colours, Wiy, they were to be had by tha
bushel. Aly husbund’s small office Loy
anused the clerks by going in decked out
in all the differenl colours, whether he
was * Het Volk,” * Progressive,” * La-
bour,” or “ Naimnnhst g \\ouhl have
puzzled a Philadelphian lawyer io decide,
for cach parly rosciie held a place of
henoiir on the mannikin's little coat, just
benealh bis litlle grinning countenance.
“ You itille devil,” said his  master,
“ what's your party?” but racing had s
monopolised what brains were contained
in the crown of kis small helmet as to
exclude all ‘other ideus on any subject
whatever. . Had you asked him what
horse would be likely i0 win at ihe next
races at Auckland I'ark he would, if he
liked you, have given you the straight tip,
but polities had liltde or no interest for
this swiall excepiion of tlle Juhunue:,burg
community.

And to think that after all the excite-
ment Lhe elections are now a thing of the
pasi! You can scarcely form an idea of
the state of feeling here, for Africa has,
and s still, snffering from acute depres-
gion.  On the whole, I think, matters couid
not Lave heen better arranged than they
ave; only the most bigoted Progressive
could think olherwise, for ke Het Volk
party will no doubt banish the Chinese,
{hus giving white and Kaftir Jabour an
impetus. The Progressive pur lv, too, with
their numbers form DLy 10 means despic-
able opposition parviy, whe, combined with,
the Labour and Nationalist, would, at a
crisis, be able lo cut-vote et Volks on
w great rpmatmn affecting Brilish inter-
ests, - We et assured that ench and all
have the well-being of Africa at heart.

I like to see the ioterest the voters
take in their country. This was evidenced
by the arvival of about 300 tived-out men,
wstly old Duteh farmers, arviving at 2
conntry polling booth just in time to ve-
cord lheir votes before ¢losing time. There
was a recotd for you! Three Lumdred solid
votes for el Velk! Goodness only knows
Tow many weary miles over Lhe veldd
(pruumuu.ul *felt ') they had travelled
in the ruin and storms. Such men surely
deserve to have their interests well lock-
ed aftel, and a good many people share
wy opinian, Time will show whether our
P\l)ﬁltﬂtlﬂll! will be blighted—whether
the good times we all anht.lpulc{l from &
e]mnr-e of Governmnent weve mem]y a
myth evolved from the depresged 1imes
and empty stomuchs of a starving, out-ot-
empleyiment community.  God grant it
muy not be so. Let us hope that from
thia time forward beiter times are in
store for Africa; that the absintees will
not be the only or the greatest (at least):
number of those to benefit Ly the im-

mense output of gold which is being
drawn from the mines—Yours,
ARAMINTA.

One of the old governors of the {Caro-
linas was & man who Iiad lived o farmer's
Iife most of ihe time watil e was elected,
aml his wife, having never seen a steam-
boat or s railvoad, and having Nno wish

to test either une, refnsed to necompany |

her hushnd to the eapital,  When the
governor reachied lis destination he foand
that nhaost atl ihe other oflicinls were
accvmpaniod by Ltheir wived, and he sent
an imperntive message to his hrother Lo
“feleh Melimlg  wbong”  The brothey
telogrupled : “Shes afraid even to look
at the engine”  The povernor rond the
message wund pondered over it for a few
monwnts. At the end ol that time he
rent ol Lhe following command: “Rill,
vou blindfnld Melinda and buck her on te
the truin -~ —-
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Baby s Bath |

calls for the utmost care and the use of ingredients of the
purest quality to be obtained. The importance of using the right
soap applies with far greater force to the rursery, owing to the
sensitive and irsitable skin of the baby being so liable to chale and

become sore and inflamed. It is the want of knowledge of the
nature of soaps used on the delicate skins of children that create
such mischief to its health and texture. We see this Gaily in other-
wise hezithy children, but aflicted with itching rash and sores
attributable 1o the quality of soapused. Soaps containing causlic
soda and free alkali, however nice in appearance they may look,
or how beautifully perfumed are absolutely fatal to the skin health
of & child as well as that of an adult.

Zam-Buk Medicinal Toilet Soap is composed of pure
medicines for purifying, preserving and protecting Lhe skin against
disease. It possesses uniqae and rare qualities unknown in any
other skin preparation or scap. Its influences which are soothing
and comforling to a great degree manilest (hemselves after the
first application,

Zam-Buk Scap prevents festering sores, inflammation, milk
crust, scalp troubles, &, usually associated with the tender skin
of infants, and for the mother it gives the same great advantages
that it does 10 the child by giving to the skin softness, refinement
W% and health.

INVIGORATING SHAMPOOS

There is nolhing so refreshing and delightful for Lhe over-worked,
tired brain than shampoos with Zam-Buk Medicioal Soap.  The pure
healing essences that are released from the rich creamy lather, cure all
forms of scalp disease, remove dandruff and scurf. arrest all swelling

and irritation and impart a glossy Lrilliance to the hair and make the §

scalp sweet and wholesome for all lime.
Zam-Buk Soap is sold by all Chemists and Storekeepers throughont
Australusia, or direct from the Zam-Buk M(g. Co, 39 Pilt 8t, Syduey

Invaluable for the Home.

For cczcing, piples, blackheads, chaps, chafing, itch, bad legs, prickly heat,
sashes, vingworam, scurf in the hair and other diseases, visagreeable odour from the skin,
checked or ofensive perapiration, milk crust, scald head, and other childish Illll’ll'l:l:.
sallow complexion, supbnin, freckles, and insects” slings, Zam-Buk Soap ran be used
with great relicf. Itis asvaluableag it is sefreshng tor shampoos, and prevents bald nesa.
3t acts as a Lonic for the hair roots, Being non-irntating and non-poizanons, Zam-Buk
Foap 1 recommended by doctors 3n their treatment of ubstinate skin disease,




