' Morton drew her relentlessly back to
the subject. ’
1 will talk to vou about that later,”

e

said impatiestly. “In the mcantime,

I carlt Lol you how urgent the need is,

[

way,-but I must see her—nowt

Mra. Laidlaw, E will not spesk to your

ughter, 1 will not dislurh ker ja any
Five

mivutes from now will bie too late”
“1f you will not disturh her,” she said
weakly. “Bles was mot to e disturbed,
the dovtor said, om any account, or he
watld not answer for Lha conseguences.’”
. Martom et her anide pitilesslr,
"“Who is with Ler?” he asked jwrried-
Iy. “No one?! That is good. No, don't
detain me any longer, Mra, Laidlaw—

Please!
amd 1 bave owly & moment
Wait fot mo here,” .

I went to—get sowething right,
te do jt.

o pushed the door of the sivk-room

epcn as he spoka and entered it

mi

seund emve that

A
nute: pussed—ugutlier.. Thers -was no
of the gzirl's quict

breathing, No mevement: not the slight-

est noixc

Then {be waiting woman saw

the veung man cowre out amain. e was
smiling a little, although his lips wera

pet and stiff.- Just as

lie  atarted to

spoal;, however. there waa a little sound
Bbelind him in the silent room—the vague
- finitering of the leaves of an opened

book—tlie
exught in the bregoe.

e

he

tion - him.

fuint wlap of a ewtain
‘I want te rpeak to your lusband,”
said restlemaly, before she conld ques-

“Come dews to the dining-

recm, AMya, Laidlaw, and have some hot

eoflea,

You are shaking like a leaf,”

She trvied to twist hersell loose from

his hold.

“John has left the .window

open in there,” :he sald hurriedly, “She

wil

)

1 take cold, I musl see—>7

. But the amile Bad faded aul of Ster-

ting Morfon’s grim fue

and  tightly

elosud ling. -

<

ed
to

The windows are rlased,” he peraist-
stnbboruly.  “F want you ta lelp me
iud Mr. Laidlaw now.” - -

The' detoctive came out of the dead
man’y room juet teoo late to eateh their
sonversation. He waited until they had
¥anished. .

‘Prineipal or acenmplice. T wonder®”?

he
be

whispered under iz breath. “I will
able to answer that question to-mor-
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row, when [ find out where and how he
speat tho lime fromt six Lo cleven to.
night. I he shielding her—or protect-
ing himself? He went into bher room
Just mow—whnt fort To hide some evi-
dence of the crime? T was too far awny
to catch wlat he said Lo her mother or
to imow what she said to him. I am
sure that his movemenis were {oo noise-
lesn to break the girls slupor. What
did he want* -

He listened quietly, but no one elze

eame inte the dimly lighted hall. 1le
heard the sound of voices below, con-
versing in low tones, hut L conld not
nolve the mysiory of which he sought
the salidion. He listened inlently aguin
and then stepped inside Miss Luidlaw’s
Toont. -
- It was dindy lighted, but {he young
girl’s face was in shadow. He knew,
from her Zieavy breathing, that her sleep
waa due to an opinte rather than to
fatigue.

The clothing {kat alie had wom during
the day was ithrown carelessly across a
¢hair, and on the talle beside the bed
wne a sceond sleeping-dratt, 1o be taken
in case the first did not produce Lhe de-
wired result. -
- Her slippera were on the window-sill,
and the window itself was wide open,
A light breere fluitered the white cur-
tains and made the flame of the candle
flare nvincusly.

A moment later the delective stepped
outside in Lthe hall and Leard slow stens
ascending the staivs, “He went inside
to open the window,” Lo said te himself,
“What was the object? What possihle
reasor—— Yet - pome  niotive—some
motive strong cnongl to make him risk
the fastening of suspicion upon him-
self. »

Young Mnrton and Ars. Laidlaw cane
down the hall again, togeiher.

* The landludy was maying:—

© “Mr, Greshawn ofien bhad letters from
Ogden.: John fancied that maybe same
of his people lived there. or that the
postmaster there would kuow wlhere to
reaclk them?”

“L will wait for them,” =aid AMorlon
restlessly.

“I thiuk {lat T have herrd Lim speak
of Richard Grezham, of Ogiden, who waa

either lLis Lrother or wuxin. I think
—=-=* 'Then he cuuagit wight of the wait-
ing detective and stopped short,

“The verdict of thy voroner’s jury will
he ‘desth as the result of poison wdemin-
islered by & purty or parties unknown,”™
said Uarter, the detective. '

He lovked at Mortou, but he  ad-
drisred the woman, * Theve are & dvtin
penpie in the houst whe will be exnmined
by the coroner in the morning, but I ex-
pect to gain bul litte iufornution from
any of thermu I unadersiaind that Mis
Laidlaw has been enpaged to the deceanal,
and that ' engagentent had recently wr-
minated in a—sheli we sBay, disugree-
et

=onhie Taddlaw flushed in a condicia
fashion,

I Varidove that there wis something in
tler, mature of an copsgeiient. existing ot
one ting between . thew.” she sabl. re-
huciaatly, = They were wol enguged. how-
aver, at the "

The deteeiive lonked at her odilly,

*Ro i engagement was dissolved”
he mnid, uringly, “ May £ ark at whose
request ! ™

Morton had been making signs io Mrs.
Taidiaw—aigny which slie wos tuo bewil-
dered to undersiaud,

“ Mr, Grerbam was mueh oldwr than
Fanmy,” she said, plaintively, “and he
waB of un exceedingly jealotts disposition,
Nhe was quite as fond of Ling as he was
of lier. but he wade her life a hurden
wilh Lis groundless suspicions,  She got
tived of it at last, and told him so ially,
They agreed to terminate (e engagement
ithen. 1t had been & mislake [rom the
Leginning.™”

“Bid the ruplure of the velalions seem
Lo ofiect Mr. Gresham—his generat heaith
er his spirite? "

The excitement, ihe fright through
whieh she hoad paseed, her anxiesly abont
her  danghter,  stivred Mis, Laidlaw's
uanally placid nature to hitherto wn-
stirred deptli= of litderness,

“He was on with a now love soen
enough after his quarrel witlh my daugh-
ter,” sle said, with unwonted asperiiy.

“He was suon engaged Lo a womun on
the Eart Side somewhere.  Faunny said
that Le lad the asswraree Lo tell her all
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wbont it. 1 Lhivk she wus a willuw, They
were to huve book marricd in & ivonlh—
80 be said. Personally, { think be was 1og
selfish Lo eare for any woman, He only
wanied to mpile Enugy——"

Murion’s signs were maw foo plain in
e disregarded. Mo waas  shaking  hia
hegd vindently,
©Carter wheeled shout aharply just in
time to cateh thia signal feom Morton.
Apain the detective wondered—* I'rinei-
pal or accomnplive? . 1s e trying to shicld
the wowman or to protect himsclfr™

There was u faint sound from the room
where the rick girl Jay, and the nwther
seutiled suilatedly away., Morton ~ecued
enger to (ermigate the interview, hot 1he
detective stopped T,

Y As nedr 83 I can fisd out, Mo Mors
ten.* he kaid, peuinlly, *you sevm tig
haye bren more fumiliar with the chvaae.
tor af the decensed than anyoens clae, Yoil
will e asked & ot of questions about
that to-maorrow.”

Mortnn frawaed,  Tn spite of the fuct
that T positively diselnim wny hnowleilze
whalever about tlhe man®™ he nuhed,
printeily,

“You have lived wder the same voof
with him for nearly eight moathe” said
the ungerturbed Carter. * You hiave known
him as the anxiona lover, the aceepted
sitifor, the ex-finneee of a charming yuung
womain i whoin yon were inlereated.”

T interested? .

= Come. My, Morton, you will have 1o
tell the roroner's jury to-morrnw; you
may w8 well 4l me e trath 1e-night.
Were you nob, in smne sorl, a rival ef 1he
mnn who now lies murvdered upstaivs 7
. Mo that is what all this polaver points
L™ sadd young Morton, conlempton-ly.
ST oan aceuant for every moment of iy
time, Mr. Carler, from (he hiour of six
wnfil {hat of eleven. I fecl no inleresl-—
speaking inan espreinl wd parseunl sense
—in Miss Taidlaw.,  So far as T know,
A, Greslam nay have committed ~ui-
cide”

“ o you believe that v ™

Morton raldened.

=~ Na, frankly, 1 do nel” e said, de
cidedly. " e was oo much of a coward
to dlo anything of the kind.”

“1 have exawined his yoom thorough-
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FRECT FOIOT

.- We.have Jjust opened up a large
and P.D. Corsets,

prices, from G, 1ld. up to 424,

LACIES ARE INVITED TO
CaALL AND {NSPECT.

LA VIDA, w.B,
in all
and siyles, at ail

Smith & Caughey, Ltd.

HYGIENIC SHOULDERETTES.

PRICE, 4 6. Postage, Id. extra.

Warranted to be the B:ST, SIMPLEST, and MOST COMFORTABLE
appliance ever invenied for expanding the Chest, keeping back *he Shawl- i
ders, supporting the back, and graatly improving the figure of the wearer, ]
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED by Medical Men, Music Masters, Riding Masters, '

They give great support and a delight: |
ful feeling of elasticily to ladies when walking, riding, or dancing, and thor- |
oughly prevent that awkward stooping and stouching gait so frequently |
contracted by those engaged in sedentary occupations. "

I
HOW TO WEAR THE "HYGIENIC SHOULDERETTES ”- Fartn
the straps i1to loops, and see that they are dons correctly, as shown by t'ie ‘

Orill Instructors, and othar axperts.

above drawings. Put the feft arm through the foep of figure |, and the
right arm through tha loop of figure 2, than cross, pull the endy down,

and ¢lasp in front.
mote bultonholes on each ivop.

|
Fatantod In New Zsalard, Australis, Fngland, America ’
AMITH & CAUGHEY, LTD,, have saqurad the patsnt :
cighte far New Fosiang wid The Australian Coleniss. !

Smith & Caughey, Limited,

Increass the tension as required by taking in une ar

Wholesale and Family Drapers
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