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;"1 thiuk he Ta & bruve, modest young
. man, and betler worlh rewarding than
my own foolinh girl—"

“0h, Popat'™ Lt . L -

“whall { affer him moncy —how muach?
Yuu whall decide,” - - S

“Ny, no, I'npa,” arid Julig, ﬂushing,
=uat mioney

“Nu. L agree with you, we cannot offer
Niim noney. What s conleast is a au-
pevior, aefined, quict. sober man like
Ahad Lo the vilty popinjay of a young offi-
evr, who came here courling you, Ah,
§1's work alone, lhe work of brains and
g, llmt makes a true
worthy man!

"Ilwn, l’upa, you siand (-Unvu.led on
your th\\mz.
precinte ia the very, suwe youny ofticer
who hag done all this for my sake. 1le
Joveik nre. he worked for me, he maved
wy life, nntt now et hiw have his re-
wurt,  Tat us Dhoth be happy—lut me
warry him™
< The pind plesded eloguently, and ll_('r

.

eloquence was mot loxt sn Ler father, » ¢

shivewd man of the warld. .

Thns it eame nhout that when Alfrml
appeared, obedient 1o his swmmona, and
preparccd Ln receive inslund dismissal, Qe
found hia beloved one -amiling and tear-
ful, while her hand was geatly placed in
his, with a fow kindly, brokea words of
gralitude from hee Eather.

A Mutter of exriled gossip filled the

‘eountey al 1l news of the engagement

of the handsome youny officee to the
erclint’s daughler. Unforlonately, it

tu timl .umlh:-r (lmull’em.

The City of Kabul.

Mra Kate Thdy.]

(B

As regards imeve geographieal distanee,
the Afghon enpital is nol appreciably fnr
1ron o 0wl possessiona in Indin; in
Titeral fact il is a8 far away from any-
\{.hil\“’ thal is nol Afghun aud supremely,

Fastern as il it were an anobher planet, -~

_llﬂ- w elosed vity in the strictest senae;
it s shiat off Erom anylhing outside it
h\' tie inexornble role of an absolute
d«\lml, whose word is Lthe only faw its
i ]nrolxle kuow,

¥ Wo strang

v may enter Kabul save by
l’ll Viwovr's permdsasion: no man whe
\\.Kum liy lile woultt dave to eross the
Arimtier without “I.ll permission aud
Lhe

1y any subjeet
without _his =ove-
sunetion, noy auy inhabitant of
il itsell pass Yeyomd a three-mile
ritdius withoul  the . anlposts, Here
theve is no voning and going at indivi-
xlual will —-there 1a vuly one will over
Lall. ¢
= O fhe fiest day

nf my arvival in Ko

Tl it weemiedd toome that 1 hwd suddenly
Lecome completely shul off from all that
A kel ever known of the world.
India

ven
seermed te have breome so far
B v 03 to be inaceessible,  The long
Sjonrney from Faglowl, full of incident,
wim over. the dedious lasl stage of it
over the Wiy bee Tuss necomplished, and
there § wns in the Afghuan enpital nt
Y=t - lnnred. -

QLD WKARLT.

AL moments like Those one is npt to
fhink uf all the slories that ane has
lenrd of the pluce 4o whicl desting las
hrought one, and old &1 of Kalal

are not pleasantd. o thiek of. e
w1 rnarness of ny  new .‘-Ill'l’()lll'lf“]'lg"‘i
Al night  he dosely shat in lonse,

the ditterence of the domestic arrange-.

Smend=, the guard of soldiers
——uil these were Lhings 1bhad. made me
feel na if 1 ware in sepime new world
from which there is never going 1o ve"
wiy esenpe, But ghere were twa_olher
hinges Lt impressed me still more that
L--the ruslong of (e Kabal River,
otlen by the winler ¢
Tl I|7n\_|iu of the pm ﬂnr'l who gn
aliout 1he il L W liter MI\ seekile
wr.
on of  the
1Iiml heighiiens {he
impression of jealonslypronrded seeurity
whieh a lvsd genecead plivpse of the city
has given,  There are no cheeriul rows
of houses Reeming o invile free en-
trance; leee (he private hanse is Ay wes
Loaire as a priron anel aa rigidly invielale.
Every door is barred to the oilsider.
Awn Lhe outee walls are nanally those
of the compound wilhin whick the louse

atomy . door

livuses

.-a TOPliti

nan—=a .

That chauffeur you ap- .

n berame ingnmbent on Juhas futher

ol hig Aifety”

a, and the dis-
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ilsell stmnds, they present & somewhat
blunk appearance io the street. There
. #re no emiling faces at windows, no sur-
us peepa iplo Jighted rooms ab
family - parlics. The- clossly-shut, heavi-
ly-secured -~ door implies much. And
cvery man must open it to a sudden
simnmoys with a quuking heart, for none
ever know — a0 much intrigue and treas
chery and falac accuanion  is there—
when they may not be haled off to pri-
son.: perhups Lo dealh, on sowme charge
which is not known to them.

LIV AN MUVEMENT.

Tet. jealously puarded ns the whole
city is, and as the howses are, there is
abundanee of life nod movcment and
colour in {he streels of Kahul. I! the
dresa of Lhe people is poor it is pietur-
esque, and to Western eyea thero is &

viul amount that is dm-ply iateresting. -

A procession of blind men holding on to
cacll other's garments and led by
lmue man: the story-teller, with a cic-
¢le. of wpell-bound listeners around him
- thewse are only some of the things that
strike the Western mind as matters con=
nected with ihe East from time im-
memorinl. '

Ut these cm\\dﬂ in the rtreets, how-
over, one: suon notices that they are
nlmost entirely . composal of men aud
childven. Women are rarely seen abroad.
Some women are carried as Urides to
theiv lnsband’s barem and never leave
it aguin il their death. Children—
of whom the Afghans are nniversally
Cvery fomd--go about freely in the
stievta and lrazanrs,
strict atoppage to these perambulations.
Yrom ten in sttumer and nine in winter
stone may leave his houge Lefore sunriae
next morning, unless he provides himself
with the proper permission. At might
(he city ia given up to the soldiers and
the pa .\h dogs.

IEGRDES OF MONGRELS.

The latler. 2 vast horde of mongrels
of all sarts, and often of conaulmuble
[ize, Ret na seavengers, but they will at-
tacl anylhing, and hence every aolflier

on waard at  night carries ’ &
stout,  wiick .ns  well as  his gun.
Nop comimon s H for people

1o ba bitlen Dy these dogs {hat one efien
hears of eisex of pilerimage toa m-rl.un
Roly shrine in the neighhourhood, proy-
ers offered at whick ave beld to be par-
ticularly efficacious. -
- "The (l(mlumtulw fecling of all life in
Kabul i=, of conrse, (‘\bd!lll-\“] fatatistic.
Lyerything that  happens 18 Nismet
If 1 man falls under the dis-
pleasure of the Ameer and is cast into
prizon, or is beatlen 1o death with sticks,
or suffeva tortures such as FEuropeans
Lave nut heard of since the Middle Ages,
it is breause il was ordained to be.

1t is difficult for anyvoune wlo las
alwavz liveld under a constilutionai ‘tov-
it and has enjoyed the rights and
privi s of u free man to undérstand:
what it means to the population of a
clusl ¢ty dike Kobul to live under a
sovercigin power whicle holds and exer-
ciaex 1he alwolute power of life and
eath.

w w That powep 15 sometimes announced

16 the entire papulation in an impres-
. sive and dramatic fashion, Ou one of
the hill-ides auiside the eily there is
w gnn which is Ared every day at noon
as u rigual. All who hear i know, that
)ulun'irl\- Was come. lint there are times
“when thid gun s discharged at some
Yot which is not that of noon. Tis
rudiden note ia heard everywhere —then
peaple whisper te each other, “Bomeone
has been Llewn from the gnot™ 7
T yaninte ownership of life ig the
Teystone of {his ciillce of Hastern' de-
spotism.  Anl life is ef small account.
After all, cverything i3 the will of Al-
fah. 37 it T
nower of life aml dealh to ene man te
exevvire aver olhers it is Fole, That i
the dominating inllucnee, the iyue at-
Cmorphere ol the Llosed City, which, in
spile of (he ndern featurea now found
thete, i in essendinls a% fuf off and as
Yarharic as in‘the davs when no Kuro-
u had ever s(-t fuut in it

T ver see an Tndinn policeman? auk-
el e pasdenger wille the hristling mus-
tache,
YY"
akull cap,
Omalin”
T *Tow il he 'lcmk in_ unlform!”
“Much like the orliary copper, ouly
a liltle more copper-colowred, of cousse.”

anid  {he

YL used to know one in

Nightfall puts a

* q,m
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ARTHUR NATHAN'S
“RELIABLE”
TEAS

Are SURE to Please. .

b that he haa pgiven thie

A L:ght Machine ..
 for Light Hearts.

THE Ideal bicycle
for boys and girls
because it is the
lightest and safest.
B Lightest becauseno
B useless ¢ metal s
used in manufac-
ture, safest because
every part s tested
scientifically and
practicaily in every
stage ' of makijng.
The Boys' and
Girls' Rudge - Whit.
worths are not toys,
‘but are made and
finished: with the
same care and ac-
curacy as full-sized
Rudga - Whitworths,
and they are eqaal-
ly reliable and
equally goaranteed.

CHILDREN'S MACHINES 59 9a.
LADIES or GENTS' ROADSTERS,
fitted with Eadie Coaster and Front
Brake, etc. v.. .. L AI5 15a, nett.’
Dz-pols and \gencms
Wnie for Catu!ogue

Easy Terms {2 extra:”
in all centres

E 3 REYNOLDS & CO., Ltd

WELL!NGTON CHRISTCHURCH & INVERCARGILL.

i " LOCAL '.D‘EPO'!‘.- PITT 8T, BUILDINGS, NEWTQN,

passenger with the -

pETER F HEERING'S.ACH ERRY

OOPENHAGEN.

Th. f-'nvourlie I.lquour. L BRAN DY

T OAWiFT A GOMPAN‘V 2% O'Connetl’ §t, Bydnay, Senarnl Agends.: "




