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To avuid risk of fire, these galleries Kave
skylights, nu artificial illuminution being
allvwed, They resemble huge cuges, for
the Hours are of vpen ironwork, which
athuit  the light through the wevernd
stories, The only drawlack to this ar-
rangement - drawhack which vannot be
avuided—is that during fogs which ate so
prevalent in Lonpdon duving the winter
wiobths no books from these galleries
can be ohtained. Despite the extensive
secommodation which was provided, ow-
ing to the Copyright Aet—under which
u eopy of every hook onl puper pub-
tished in the United Kingdom has to be
sent to the British Musevm—the nwmber
uf volumes arereased to sk gigantic
proportions that a apecial contrivance
bhad 1o be resorted to in order to pro-
vilte room for them, This takes the form

of -liding-presses, eonsisting of a frame- -

wark fitted with shelves open back and
frent so ns to receive yolumes on each
shile.  These shelves are suspendel on
girders, and, punning smoothly on wheels,
cun he ensily moved hackwards and for-
wards. They supplement the stuundurd
presses, aml by this means the books
in muny places are six deep!  All these
pessea are made of diren plates, the
slirlves bwing covered with leather.

Aany of the choicest books which the
Lbrary eontpins wore bepienthed to the
nationz Ly private dowvors; others have
fram {imu te time been purchased by
the trostees ont of the graots made an-
mally to the Britiah Museum by FParlias
weut. It {5 impossible to form an aceu-
vate estimate as to the value of some of
the choivest hookz, for many i the li-
rary are Lhe enly known eopiesi hut
several lave previeusly been sold at
Mmires approaching five thousund pounds
vaclh, Drobably the gem of the collec-
tion is the Alazarin Bible, which wus
printed in Latin at Mentz abont the
Fuar 1455, This is the earliest enmplete
printed book koown. “The Dictes or
Soyinmgs of the Thiloraphers,” whicl was
trunsluted from the French Ly Anthony
Wryderville, Enrl Rivers, and printed by
William Caxton at Westiminster in 1477,
s the frst volume known with ecrtainty
1o lnve Leen priuted in England, Other
specimens of the carliest productions of
the printing-press in Engliud  incduie
*The tiatue and Playe of the Chesse,”
“The Book of Tales of Cauntyrburye,”
and  the Faglish  version of Acsop's
Fublea. Among the numerons old copies
of the Seriptures and religions works
are Martin Luther’s translalion of the
Bille, and Myles Coverdale’s Bible, dateq
3530; the New Testarment which belong-
ed to Anne Boleyn; “The Ascertion of
the Seven Sacraments” the Look wlhich
nrocured for Herry VIIE, from Pope Leo
X, the title of “Jefender of the Faith
ever sinee borne by the Brilish sove-
¥rigns; the '"Lives of the Asrchhishops
of Canterbury,” which was presented ta
Yueen Elizaleth by its anther, Archs
bishop Parker; the “Codex Alexandwi-
A+ an ancient Greek copy of the Serips
lures supposed to have leen executed by
Theeln, a ludy of Alvxandrin, in the fourth
or fitth century, and presented by Cyril
Luear, the Patriareh of Constantincple,
to Charles . The last-named is one of
the two mout ancicnt copivs of the Serip-
tures in existenee,

The manuseripty in the British Musenm
forme the finext collection in the worll.
Among the most interesting wre “{he
Recamnitions™ of (Yememt of Rome in
Byrine, dated aliont 4115 the Eungrlisli vers
sl of Wydlitfe's Bioe, written jowaris

He eloxe of the fourteents cernitry; the
orations of Hyperides, Roner, Aristothe,
etr, and the "Bl of Fope Tonoeent 111,
wherehy lie receives in fee the Kinadom
nf England, given to the Roman Chorel
by wirtue nf a ehartey confirmed by the
Guolden Neal of King Joln, and takes it
intu Apostulie protection: Given at St,
Peter's, 11 Kalends of May., AD, 1214,
and of the Pontiticate nf Pope Tanodent
the seventeeath yeur”

I would e impossille, owing tn exi-
genciva of spice, to mention even o swmall
proportion of the histovieal desds which
are te e seen in fhe dibearys suflive it
Lo sy thet they include no ancient eopy
of the furnons Aagng Chnrta-—the origl-
mak copv is no langer in existerer—grant.
i hy King Johae and the charter prant-
el by William the Conguerar fur ihe
funndation of Battln Albey in Musyex
ulter the buttle of Masting~ in 1046,

Reference las plvendy heon made to
1he Coparight Act of 1842, under whieh
the Mu-eum ix entitled to a gratuitous
eapy of every pvintel louk, newspaper,
or adecument publistied in the Unitedd
Kinminug andd it i thie provision which
Dy contributed lurgt-l{ to the (remend-
ous grewth of the library—a grenth
which has for a considerable time occus
pied the serious attenxtion of the frum-
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tees, for it soon became apparent that
unless farther accommmdution could be

provided, especially for (e nrwkpaperd, -

all the available zpace would be fiued.
We Lave seen the ingenions method of
hanging presses, by whichk & vast eollee-
tion of additional books can be stored;

“and, as showing the stupendons growth

in the number of volumes it may bu
pointed out that in 1753 the liwdey
started with abont L.ty thousan] hooks;
in 1821 the number had only reached
one hundred and sixteen thowsand; in
1838 it was two hundred and thirty-five
thoukand; tweniy yeara later it had
renched five hundred and fifty thonsand;
while in JB%4 there were one million
#even hundred and fifty thensand vol
1mes, not counting n single sheet or parts
of works aceumulating.  Since then the
growth has been much more rapid, and
it j& estimated that there are now about
three million five hundred thotsand
volumes in the libvary, The work of nr-
ratging this colleetinn s a stupenious
undertaking: for pach bovk has to be
clusified, and the pressapark indieating
ity locality has to he affixed on the back,
Aevcording ta the latest parlinmentary
return the total numixr of these press-
marks during 105 amonnted to seventy-
fonr thousand cight hnndred and sevents.
tive; in addition 1o which thirty-seven
thousand four nundved ang four press-
marks have been altered in consequence
of elanges and re-arrangements, nearly
thirly-one thousand labels have been
fixed to bouks and velanes of news-
papers, and one hundred and fiteen
thowsand fonr hundred anl ninety-seven
olliterated labels have been renewnl.
There js a corresponding mnnunt of work
to be dene in eataloguing. A lafpe staff
is enguged in the Linding and repairing
of books at the Muosenw,  The number
of volumes and sets of pamphlets sent
to be Lownd in the ¢onvse of last year
was eleven thovsand mine bundred and
eightyfive. Including  toree  thousand
three hundred amd twenty-eight volumes
of newspapers; while over twoenly-five
thousand books have Teen repaired,

The pumber of newspapers prnblisled
in the United Kingdoin recrived under
the provisions of the Copyright Act dwr-
ing the year was three thousand twn
lundred and sixty-one, comprising twe
hundred and twenty-ome thousand two
!mndrod aml sixty-nine single numbers;
in addition 1o which large numbers of
colonial ang foreign newspapers, together
with breadsides, parliamentary papers,
ete, have cither heen presented op pur-
chazed, . L

With regard to the newspapers, it was
ealentated fi: 1RA2 {lat the space avail-
able 2t the Museum would be sufficient
for ithirty-three yeavs; but since that
time there las been such an enormaous
acrumnlation that the authorities have
tried several means to cope with the
Pressure, Home time ago additional
sterage-ronm was providerd in the base-
ment and the new buildings; but this
has practicaily been filled,  The kritish
newsprlers in 1837 onty eceupied nbout
Torty pressea, wlhereas now there are twao
and z-quarter niles of presses; besides
which aceommodation has had tobe pro-
vided for the colonial, Ameriean, and
foreign newspapora,  Yome time age land
wils obtained at Hendon, where n re-
pository for storage of newspapers and
uther printed maiter is now in enursa
of construction: and it is believed thot
the extra accommodation which  will
thus be provided will be ruificient to
miet Lhe demands for a very vonsideralle
yeriad.

The enst of the eomstruclion of fne
reading-room and the swrrounding gal-
lerien was one hundred anil fifty thonus-
and pounds; and the expenditure on pur-
chases alone for the Muscum up to 1875
was canslderabiy over one millian poands.
'!he Government hias heen very liborn
in making larae annual grants, sometimes
amounting 1o upwards of one lundred
thausand poumds in order that the eol.
Eeetinns should be of the most pepresenta -
tive clracier; and it was awing to the
generosity of the late Sic Willinn Mar-
court, when { bancellor of $he Excliequer
in 18, thut the additional frechold
Iond, e which sixty-cight Lonses stood,
was secured at @ eost of two hundred
thousRnd pounds to meet the growing
needs of the Mureum. These houses are
graduelly being demolished, and when
the whaole of them have disappenred the
authorities will posscss a sqiare plot of
thirleen neres enmplotely dselated iy the
surrottading rondways.

It is considered that this land will Le
suflicient 1o miret the requirements of the
trnetees for another century, it no oue
cun propliesy with accurary as to tha
prowth of the Musewm even in the im-
mediate future, dn the past all such pro
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dictiony have beem ecampletely falsified;
but, ja_the words of Macanlay, the Mu-
seams wil) reiain “Lhe ropoitory of “urh
warious and precivus treasures of art,
Bcienicd, and Marning as were searee ever
aswenbled under a single roof”—"Ch- m-
bers' Magazise

" Secreis of the Pantomime.

HOW STAGE EFFECITS ANE PRO-
’ DUCED,

Tn a popular pantomime now ranning
there la 2 military scene, in which 4 bat-
tery of artillery is heard gnlloping over
R plain, saye o writer in * Answers.” Of
eourse, ~ batiery of ariillery eannot pos-
sibly gallop behind the scenes in order to
prodice the effects, a0 the sounds of
rattling puns sre artificially made in
this way, A quantily of sand, with
some loose bricks amd gravel, is placed in
a trough; an emply scap-box is flled
with serapy of olid iren.  This box is
placed on a small truck, similar to a
railway porter’s trmck on  which he
wlheels passengera’ lugpage.

When the Lattery of artillery is sup-
posed to come galloping over the plain,
which the awdience cannot see, a stage
hand runs the truck waring the box of
old irom bsckwards and forwards st o
rapil rate over the trough, The bricks
in the trough, of eonrse, make the truck
bumnp, which eanses the oid iren in the
soup-hox to rattle in just the same way
a3 heavy guns rattle 1n their limbers.

Tn another pantomime o building is
blewn np.  Thiz building i& made of
papier-mache, and when a few ropes ape
pulled behind the stage it comes crashing
down at the very mowment an explosion
takes place, and volumes of smoke rise
in a turid glare, The explosion is due to
a quantity of gunpowder, Iycopodium,
and sawdust jnited in_ an iron pot
seexeted in the building, The larid glare
is produceit by the lycopodinm and sav-
duxt. - .

The thuds of falling Leams and crash-
ing timbers that accompany the demoli-
tion of this building are realistic enough,
Dropped eannon badls furnish the thuds,
whkile ihe tearing, ecrackling mnoise. you
have heard when s portion of the build-
ing is being rent is produced by a
* erasher,” a mooved cylinder working
arainst slats of wood set in & frame. As
the eylindexr revolves ita ridees cateh the
ends of the slate of wood, hend ihem,
amd It them go with a snap, causing o
most realistie tenring sound. .

All. pantomime-goers are prohably
familiar with the “star-trap ” and “vani-
pire’ acts. These features are not so
common as they used to be, still they
have not died out, A “vampire” is a
trap-door in the floor of the siage, and
the pantomimisi, dressed, perhaps, as a
demon, . ill bound acvess {he stape and
suddenly disappeur through the folding
dorrs,  Below the “vampire”™ is a can-
vas shoot running down to the deptha of
the theatre. At the bottom af the shoot
are soft pillows, i case the two atteid-
anis waiting at the sides of the shoot o
net eateh the performer in 1beir anns
as he deseenids. S0 soen as lie is on his
foct, the attendunts puszh him on to a
small wooden platforol, which has four
uprights, one at cach eorner, reaching to
ihe stage. He stanids bolt upright, with
his arwms pressed to his sides.  The at-
iendants withdzaw a Lolt, and the panto-
wimist shouts upwamls like A fhash of
liglitning, disappeirs ! rough a portion
of the slage cut in star scctious, anid
bounds, in view of the audience, some
rix feet ubove the stage. As he descends
lie opend Lis lege in orvder to elear the
“stay,” which shota up avlonatically as
be rraches the singe,

Visiturs tn the pantomimes have ne
donlit seen fairies slowly rise in a clond
of light from the back of the stape nntil
they resch the fien. 1t muy not be
werwerally known that the girls ave strap-
ped upon a largre movable setie, for the
klraps are so ingeniously covered with
drapery that from the front of the slage
the fairica opprar to have no support
whatever. As a rule, three seenes ave
very cwwmbersome, mixl often take thisty
or forty scene-shifters to work them.

Fransformation reenes  ave  always
ironhlescine to a slagenanapger. A per-
former may jump 1be wrong way, s Qid
a youny lady in the provinees Inst
Christmas. A seene had snddemly to be
thirown into anolher, and for this pur
pore whit is known aa & “aink and riee'
was employed. One of the aciresses, in-
tending to leave the stage, turned in the
wrong direction, el siepped over the
sidge of the boarding where a portion of
the seencry had juat disappearcd, She

fell a distunee of twenty feet, and wal
seriously imjured, | _

* Live unimala very rarely take purt in
pantmnimes, amd oetors amdl bpetressen
prefer ta perform without the assintance
of their four-footed friemdn, because the
latter eluim more aftention from the
andience than their hietrioiic merite des
serve. Every pantombma usuaily -has
some anima) i the eawt, but this is
generally a man or a eouple of boys in &
skin, In the few eases where real ani-
wiale are employed their feet are covered
with rabher to keep them from pounding
the boards, and thry are tied in a way
to make them incapable of sunddenty
walking ~ through the Jfootlighta and
tumbling Ameng the members of the
orchestra.-

Talking of animaly, it is interesting Ta
know that the mounds of horses® hoofa
gollopin~ in the divtance are praduced
by a man playing upon a flagstone evver-
ed with felt, with a4 couple of blocks of
hard wnod xhed with iran.

Bnowatorms are not unkne o to pads
tomimes. The representation of fulling
snow upaon the stage is produced by small
pieces of paper dropped slowly from &
trouch which runs avross the stage ahove
the seenery.  If thunder i8 required a
ptace 1 nd virorusly shakes @ piece of
sheel-iran hung at the wings or lehing
the scenes, .

Receipts for Currant Cookery.

COLLEGE PUDDING.

Teate the erwmbg of a twopenny loaf,
shred eight ounces of suet, ani} mix with
eight ounces of currants, one of citrom
chopped fine, a handful of sugar, half a
nutmey, theee epps beaten, yolk and
white separately, Mix auwl make into
size and shape of a goosc-ogy. Put half
& pound of butter into a frying-pan; and
when melted and quite hot, stew then
gently in it over a stove. YTurn them
two or three times, till they are of a
fine Jipht brown, Mix a glass of hrandy,
with the Lutter and seyve with pudding
sauce.

C(UMBERLAND PUDDING. .

To make wbat in ealled the. Duke of
Cripberland’s pudding, mix six ounces
of grated bread, the same quantity of
curranty, the sarpe of beof suet dinely
shred, the same of chopped apples, and
atro 8 lump of segar. Add six oppe,
half a grated nutowg, a dust of salt, aud
the rind of a lomon mineed as line ‘aw
possible; alwo a large spoonint each of
citron, orange 2od lemon cut thin, Mix
them il.oroughly tagether, put the whols
into a basiu, eover it elose with o foww

ed cloth and buil it three hours. Berve
it with pudding sauce. . -
CHEESECAKES. Coe

fitrain the whey from the curd of twa
quarts of milk; when rather dry, crun-
Lie it through o coarse gieve. With mip
cunces ol fresh batter, mix one ounce
of blanched almonds, pounded, o little
oranpge-flowes-water, half a  glass  of
sherry or port, a grated biscuit, four
ounces of ewrrants, some antuepg and
cinpaman in fine powder.  Beat thes
up topether with ilivee eggs and half a
pint uf cream till ruite light; then fill
the pastipans three parts full, 1o make
2 plainer sort of cbeeseeake, turn thre
nuarts of milk to curd; break it angd
drain off the whey, When quite iy
break it in a pan, with tweo ounces ol
butter, till perfeetly emooth.  Add o
pint and s-halt of thin eream or . good
milk, a little sugar, cinnimon aml nuk
meg, aml three ounees of currants,

CURD PUDDING,

Rul the eurd of two pallons of milk
well-drdned  theoogh s sieve. Mix 6
with aix egps, a littie ereain, two spoons
ity of orange-flower-water, hialf a nut-
meg, flour and erumbs of bread euch
three spuonfuin, oue puinut of ewrrants,
Boil ihe pudding un hour in & thick,
well-flonred cloth. :

BREAD CAKE,

To muke a common bread cake sopafe
nte from ihe dougb when making white
bread ns much as is seuffeient for o
qruartern jouf, and knead well into 3E
two ounces of butter, two of sugar, and
cight of enrrants. Warm {he butter in
o teacupful of good milk. Dy addiog
another onnce of butter or sugar, or an
egg or iwo, the cake may Le improved,
cspecindly by putting in a teneupful of
yaw ¢rchm. 1t is best to bake it in &
pan, rather than s & loaf, the ontside
being less bard, -



