please] her by Lis praises of their new

tful chuuffeur; sumetines she went .

alwue, and wpent peaceful bours dreaming
of the future” Om these oceavionn she al-
waya spoke to Alired, & tew happy words
of }ove, which kept her ewlws and well-
satished till the mext meeling.  Bhe
weuld have becn ¢ontent Lo pass yeara
lile this, near ber lovesr, resting on his
offection, eonsrious of his loyalty and
dewotlon, wishing and earing for nothing
mere tangille. Those long, wild drives
grew very deur to her, the bleak noor.
Iand seemied to blossom witi the flowers
of her faney, the wide silent landscape
in mhich she amd Alfred were often the
only living objects, took a firm hod of
hep imnagiation; the awifiness of the
metion fanned her thoughts and pleased
ber impaticnee, To rush like this
through space, they two alone, was &
novel, a delicious, an unforgettable ex-
perience, All the world faded from her
memory; the elouds and sky, the moun-
taina pnd vallegs, she and her lover
svere monarchs of all.

Julia’s father now began to lnok very
favourably on the chauffeur. “There’a a
man after my own pattevs, Julia,” he
would mny, “sober, reapoectful, hard-work-
ing and self-veljant. His beart ia always
in his werk. e will go far—1 think
I et raine his wages™

Julia's heart beat with fond approval,
and the blood coursrd joyously through
her weins. Bhe had mo wish to hurry,
to anticipate, but just to live, and let
Lier lover work out his fate.

Meanwhile be was anxious and troub-

led. Jia had certainly satisfied his em-
ployer, hut he seemed no nearer to mar-
rying his daughter, Only some lucky
circumstance would help him, some
chanee by whirh he conld show the
mettle that was in him. This young man,
who had ridden fearlessly in steeple-
chazes, who was a mnoted polo player,'a
daring rider, Yonged for o spice of danger,
the whip to his slack pulses, the impetus
to desperate deeds. Ta drive a laly out
for her daily constitutional, and clean the
ear afterwards might be dnty, but was
not adventurs, the kind of adventure for
which his heart Iusted. Julia was con-
tent, with the woman's happiness in the
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present, that fears lest something should
bappen to cloud the perfect peace, but
the mam grew restless, Exvilenwpt, that
was whai he wanted, It eame at last,
though not exactly in the form le anti-
eipated.

Jutia had aequired, fike most amatewrs,
the crare ior speed, The swifipess of
the mackine soewed to help her thoughts
and give her a new sensatiom. Alfred
drove ekilinlly, and as earefully as the
great paca Julia imsiwted om uluwel.
Hitherto they had escaped all accidenis,
wnd Julis became dny by day more reck-
less. “ Fasler,” ghe would urge, “gzo
fagfer.” Alred dared not remonstmte
in the presence of ber fatler, whe seewed
indifferent to danger, and gradually he

himeetf began to believe o hiv Incky |

state. Julia, folded in her wanu wraps,
her eap pressed tightly en her head, felt
the keen aiv cool ber cheeks with ex-
quisits delight. It wns so perfect an

enjoyment. slhe only wished it would last |

fer ever. The drives lengthene@ more nnd
niore, the paee mncreared wntil whaie
days passed in this roar and excitement,
whith resembled dram-diinking er the
inhaling of some Fasterm berlr in its

witehery and strange mysteriows joy.

Some of the roads in the nejyhlonlicod
were very steep, rude declines and slarp
curves broke the monolony of thely pro-
gress, indecd nne or two wore marked
dangerous by the sadety which watohed

ovey tlie welfare of bicyelisla and motors, .

At firat Alfred sought te avoid these, a
mishap to the lady af his love must be
deprocated af all ecosts, but Julia re-
sistod,

“What, net go there! - There in ne
danger, an? if there sweve 1 know Tord
Marchmant came down this way yester-
day, and he was telling me ali abonl it,
and how well his chanuffenr drove—swely
Fou are capale of his feals—*

Alfred bit his lip,  ‘Ta measure himself
againat Tord Marchmont's ehofleur was
his ambiticn, but then theve was lhe
sisk tn Julin., Me dared not toke it on
hiself, her father must decide.

“Wiat o you wish, sir?” he ashed,
turning respectinlly to his emplover.

“ Ohey my daughter,” he roplied short. .

ly. Alfred threw ene anxions glance at
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Aulia. A keen mwmile playwd over her
featnren. She was met afraid, but i
amyiliing did happen, she puasensed fufl
ecnfidence in her lover's science and pree
seneg of mind.

At fe-t Allred, Hireading Lthe sleep
hitlls and turning the sharp ecormers,
drove sltowly am his imetivet Yade him,
but when they emme to o lomy hifl thut
ended with a earve that led to a smnil
bridge, Julin bade him put on rpeed. ile
remansirated, he esmnamted,

“Just Yook at this lovely expunwe,”

she cried, - % There is Bothing in sight— .

ol, huary, hurryt ?

The hLill was inderd long, and the fn-
petus beeame tremendous. Alfred wnd
wn the alert for the curve at the botlom,
awd the narrow dangerovs hiridge, but
Lis atlempts to shirken speed wete per-
petually foiled by Julia’s entrestics. As
they turned the eorner he Weleld a oun-
brous wagron wilh four hoyses almost
across the road. lle Llew lue warniag
horn, and uoticed that there was just
oom 1o pass, when st llwt ostant s
chikl ran from behind the cart. Tn
avoul injuring it, Alfred drew aside a

lirtle, tue car swerved, touched the oile -

of the bridge, recoiled from the vivtenee
of ita impact, swayed and overturnel

Julia's father lay uader the vav, Allrest, .

dazed and giddy with pain, saw to kis
Lorrar Julia fall ovey the parnpet aud
into the swiftly rishing streanr. 1n an
instant, taking a header into the water,

be reached her strpgstivg form, held her

up Lenderly, and swinning with failing
strengil, Innded her at last saloly on the
bank. When lier father, unhwot. extri
enting himself with some dJdiftiulty from
the debris¢, looked around, he saw his
daughicr swooning, with elpsed eyes aml
dripping  garemnts. in the  chautfeur’s
aArms.

“ Rlie ia mafe, thank Cod! " said Alived,
while as a sbeet, covered with bilowd,
and almost faniting with pain,

“Anl you—arve yon hurt?” said his
employer,

cOnly o little” hut his ghastly pale-
ness behed his words.

They drove home in 2 spring eart
which was fortunately provwecd frowm a
neighbouring furm, and Alfyed was the
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unly wne whe suffered from the cifecls
of the savidest. Jubo’s father cacuped

» with & few broisen; she her~ebf was ain-

Ture, thanks to Alfreds eourapze and
prompritmle; but be was seversly ruk

- whout, and fored to Keep hin baed Jor

a couple of woeeks, Naturally e oxpect-
e his dismissa] for carelersieas aml had
drivisg, and his anxiows thonghies wt
wakef! niphty egutributed hot a httle
to retaret his recovery.  Julia, on her
part, lived in the wildect terror. Kvery
day she impuiveed about the chaulfem’s
vorelition, but daredd not weite or eom-
munisete with him, She seat him flowers
from the parden aed fecions Fruit from
the lethouses, and boped that he wouicl
realise her anxiety amt watehtul rave
framm 1hese afferi Her fathey bad
never mentioned t k1, liis brow
was clondad wmt Be dooked whsent and
annoyel,

Julia fetr steee that bia [est act woulld
e to sewd awny the chauifeur, bt so
lomge aw dhe Litter resmined seriousty ill,
nothing conld be done,

At Jast, the deeksive day arrivel, Telia
found her father  in the  dibrary sur-
rounded, by jpapers. Seving him busy,
shoe turmed 1o leave 1he roion, when his
vuiee, clear and decided, stopped her,

i We maid, “the chaulear s
ain, aud 1 huave  senl for hine

e, papd,t owere e onty words she
conlil etler. .

=1 suppose yonr khuow 1hat owing tn
rour sazhaess e were all wearly kiil-
ed 1

*The chauflene drove weil” he me-
mured,

SO mrse he alrove well, bl sieh a
thing smo-t never Bappen again. e
onzht Lo baxe hnown beilee than to
pritify a silly woman's will capyi
=1 am sure beodisk all e conli,” she urg-
el in n passwn of anxiely.

“Certainly, Lot -*

“You will vischarze him s

“What do yon think?t 1le saved your
life—my danghter's bije— wouli that
Le & fit reward 't

“Oh, na, Papas- hen -yau e
will of him?”

think




