3

sell did not entor khis head, He had
. juat stepped behiud s socint, twisted

gpillar, when &' spear of moorsigit pierced

the fAying wruck of clouds, revenling the

awo men of Minori, who lhad ' wecun-

panied the necr.-pancer m Ipul. muh;u

quast, --

“ Dun Paolo tuld e I" about I.Ile lasl.
time be (ried.” one of them was raying in
an awed whinper, “ They made Lhe inexn-
tation, when a stuircase appeared there
en the right. It dewsemled to m vault,
where stond four atatues of pure gold and

. dieapn of precious stomen, but before they
would aeize anything s tall man with a
. dong Lenrd iwsped furth apl drove tlem
away. suying in Helbrew that until they
brought L u perfectty innoceat sonl they
could touch nothing, Then he disappenrad,
e torribnle serpent durted out, and _chased
them awny, while buth stairs and tressure
vanished Ieve wus @ pause an the two
men peenied Lo catel their breath in super-
Atitious tervor. % But it be a1l Tight to-
might,” the fellew went on, “and the trea-
alre c.m seareely be ealealated, Dou PPacle
raid, T |l|'ll‘]|. be n quarter for each of
5

itement Holstead leaned for-
ward aguinst the ]nllar which conceuled
hime To his purprise, it seemal to give

way & little, e glunced awiftly up, ‘A

glint of momnlight showed him a slrange
thing—that this pillar, in the course of
centuries, hnd become detached fron its
~fellows by fhe disinivgration of the mor-
tur. It wupported, indeed, on ita capital,
a part of the arclhitrave; Lut threads of
pponlight khiining through the interatives
of the atone showed Lhnt (he pillar gncd
its capital stood alone, and might be re-
moved withoul iwmperiiling the rest of
the building.

At the instant this discovery made but a
amatl impression on Holatead's mind, for
suddenly. from some side roons, -appeared
Don Puolo and the third man, aupporting
hetween them a slight figure all in white,
1t wis the Princess.  Cords bound her

Cwriste, nrud o g, eruelly Lhrust ioto her

ineuth, hid the lower purt of Ler face,
but hwr great eyes shone forth like stars.

Hulstead's heart gave a wild throb, The
impulse wus stromg wpon him to leap ouk

. and anuteh the girl from the Hnorllog'mw
hands that duved to hokl het;
ehecked bimself. There mny be uo failure
of his plan«. e was one unarmed man
againat four ruffans with knives. e
wiiled sud watched, tingling—in every
aerve.

Tan Paole's eyen were locking info the
Princeas’s with u hateful malice. "“lhey
reenied to say, " You Bcormed me onee;
Ber \\'Ilut law come of ity are you mot
afrid 3" Rat she planeed pist hine to a
curiofis Bat- stane in the centre.of the'
court,” . .

Towards 1hia thov puslicd her: the

others drew hvmlulmuly negyer,  Paole
p:(nlu("&‘d nroil of parchmed, from which

he lumnn to read in £ low, snfAbrona voice.

Tt wii au inveeation of the Power of
Ev bla~phiemous. Roterrilile, thut the
pensants {renbted avd the Princess made
n etintic gesture with -hér bound hunids,
as if ahe would stop ler ears to shuat oul
the aivinl words,  As Pualo remd on he
sudidenily drew’ frouniundes hia rohe a long,
g]-- mmg Lmﬁ, which e hamdal to the

tn .
the full hor lnl ‘of the scene he
tnessing broke with a whork into
Holatew s conscivusness: 1 realized in
a flaal that the D'rineesa was, even at
that instant, in deadly peril; that Don
Paolo had ao ronsel the nvarice of hia
dnpes that they were rendy to go'to the

Tength of mnntcr- i undepatoold now the

awful wenahing®of the reforence to &R
“innecent seu! 7 that mist e waerificed
to  propitiate the infernal powers.  He
Wi Withessily o reversivn to primeval
eruelty and <uperstition that would be
only possibte in Ttaly, or among the Wack
wr:ru]npp(-u of Hoa-doa; Tie undierstaod
in itd wholeo subfle
that the = mengician ™ hoped to taky
the miel wha had slighted him, who was

hut he

viledieas bl revenge ©
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- suppownd to preler another—that nther
himelf ! . -
.= The incentation was nearly over. Now

;. wak the time to.mel upon the inspira-

. tion thalt had come to Lim. Holwtead

. flung his arms round the pillar that ahel-

. tered him. and tugged ot it with all his

might. - I¢ Rwayed on ita base. Alter-

nately pushing and pull.mg, he pet up &
ind of -peudinlu smotion in the column.

The lengih ol the vibrations increased

under hia terrltic exertions, Abrorbed

in the mcene- &t the altur stone, waiting
for ‘the elimax when the knife must be
plunged into the threat of the innocent

. vietim, and Satan himself should appear

. to reéveul the treasure, the men in the

jmi(lnlle of the epurt did not notice the

. swaying of one nf the piliars in  the
slindow.

- ‘\lullh-nly there waa » tearing, & zoar;
the column was rent from its foundation,

Cawl ‘with the great block that rested
“on it, cluttered like a fall of rock upon
the pavement of the court. A cry Tose

_from the three peasants as a tall, black
firure leaped lightly from the place

- where the pillar had stood, and dashed

.up to the- altar. It was the snswer
to the ineantntion: = spirkt had come.
The sacrificiel knife fell from a nerve-
less hand, The three men dropped upon
their kuees, jabbering with terror, and
reverting -in {his moment of -frenzy to
their Clhristinn Eaith, crossed themselves
as fast as their fingers could move.

* Hut instead of waving a wand to rell
back the solid walls, or opening the
gronnd to show the cellars cranuned
with jewels. the xpirit seized the captive
girl with a powerful arm, {fove her from
Iton I'aolo’s- grasp, and ran with her to
the stairs that ked to the upper gronnd.

- The pen-ants still knelt, gaping help-

~lewsly; Tut the magician, stooping
swiftly to pick up the knife, was In-

“stantly inpursuit.  Half way up the
steps, Holstead set down the Princess,
and whecterl in a fash to face his adver-

“sary. - Don Paolo was leaping after him,

ks black robe Aying, the keen blade shin-
ing in lis hand. upraised to strike. He
wns two steps bhelow the Englishman,
when Holstead's fist shot out like a cata-
pull eatching the Italian full en the

. peint _of . the_ uplifted chin. ». With .sthe
viulence of -the blow, his head jerked
lackwards; he gasped; swayed nn in-
stant on the step  with outstretehed
hands that groped at the air, the knife
fillingg with a clatter on the stondés;
then pitvhed headlong backwards with
a sickewing crash, rulled dawn the atuics,
antt lay mntnmlcas« on the” ﬂom of the
court yard.

s Yon eredolous foolw,” m\lled 1lol-
stead's scornful voice o the three peas-
ants whose white faces he could] see peer-

-ing wh A&t him from below nut of the
darkneds, “thank God that he has al-
lowed e tn save you from a  great
erime!  That wreteh who lies theré at
your feet has imposed uvponr you, has
played on vour avarice, to make you
comuiit a foit murder, the muilt  of
which le would linve found ready
means of fastening ou your shounlders,
while lie went free, He would have
had you, fo satisfy hiz own spite and
hate, kill your beaefactor; the lady who
had mursed yonr children and ecared for
your wives and snothers’”  Shame on
vou, for ignoraat and eruel brutes!” He
Ll untied the gag that closed the Prin-
cons’s mouth; Lie had torn off the corily
that held her v ix and ankles, and she
sloed by his o, leaping ‘agninst lis
shoulider, her hreast heaving as she drew
in deep breaths At Holstead’s last
wordy, the three, ruflians had moved for-
ward threateningly they knew now
that he was no spirit.  He l[l})k ane of
the DPrincess’™s little hamdr in l:'w,-aml
l'll"(‘d her gently up the atuire,

“If you doubt me,” le called duvm to
thewn ~aguin, “go to the spot where you
founsl the guhl in the siream last night.
Dt under the stunted tree markel with

e erosi—1 marked Hit. « There yon will

- i the pickuxe with which that . scgun-

I, JCN Y

drei at your feet mlde A hole to bury - -

the mpney; you. wili.find the very bag
in - which he _earried it there the might
before;  Fools, to be duped by such
shullow trivkl'_-:A% spy . momemt the
carabineri may be here, roused by the
nuise of the fulling pillur. Go quh‘t,ly_
and I will not denvunce you.” -

. Hualf dazed atill, their faith in Ddon
Paolo broken, the men hesitated, staring

down at the prastrate figure that hed ng -

power ta mave jtself,

But Holstead did not wait for them m
make up their minds. The brief flams
of the girl's atrength had died, and, even
withont looking in ler llce. he knew
that she had fainted in the clasp of his
Strong arm.  Catehing her up ‘once
maore, as if she had been = child, he was
oft and away, disappearing from the
men’a aight in the thick shadows.

* He blessed his foresight now for Lav-
ing unlocked the gnte, for there was no
delay in passing through. The Princess
was safe, and as for tha fools wlo
wouwld lave been  the necromancer’s
catapaw, he cared not what they might
do; but afterwards he was to Larn that,

in rage and- dluppomtment one had .

stabbed the mnconscious Don l‘nn]u to
the heart with his own knife,

In . the -pres.nt, .however, theu- was
but one thought for him—the girl he
loved. To fulfll his promise to Assnnia,
and take the Irincess home, e must
pass near his own hotel; and there,
below the steps  that Ted up to the
house, were lightsa, and voices, and
noise of horses' trampling hoofs. ‘-‘-ome-
one called out to him.

“GGocd heavens, Jark—is that ynu!
We came up to surprise vou, and your
mother's had a fright at finding youd
disuppeared. For goodm-ss dake, what's
that you're carryingr"

It was Lord Dartmoeor, Jack’s father;
and - frorma bslf way up the flight of
steps Lady Dartinecor came hurrying
down.

Holstead had pauked with his father’s
hand on his arm. and at sight of & girl's
white face, and fabling ;,lory af hair
tossed back over her son'ds shoulders
Iady Dartwoor gave a cry.
she?*

“The Pum:cuw Immuculnta della’ Maz-
"7, said Holstend, “and—the fady I
}mpe may consent to_be my vn[e " i

. . 2T . . -

As it happened, only one deay passed

before that hope-was fultilled.

Proverbs Concerning Womet.

St~ DANISIL

A tenth telling  “woman ﬁin:s few
friends.

- An ill- t(-mpcu\d waman is ihe devils
deer-nail.

Judge a maiden at the kneading-pan,
not at the danee.

Give your wife the short kmfp ko:—p
the ]ong one veureelf,

" A bl wife likes to see her lnmh\n(ls
heels "turned to the deor,

He who marries a widow with three,
children marries four thisves.

Odne hnir of o' maidrn’s lead pulls
harder than ten yoke of oxen.

A érosa-grainéd wonuin and a snap-
pish dog take good enre of the hrouse,

TTALIAN,

The horn beauty is born beirolhed,

Wonien and hens e lost by madding.

When woman reigns the devil governs.

_In eraft woman ran give pninls to the
devil, - .

A woman’s in pmu, n woman's in woe,
a woman is il} when rhe likes to be so,

A wopan who loves to be at the win-
dow is like a humh of gr:qu At tha
wa yside. B -

“Who i .

Siunrlnnear
Cold -

Caught after. over-excrtion is
to be dreaded. - You don't give-
much heed to it, and think it
will gb away itself. However,’
it takes {irn hold of the sys-
tem, with untold suffering -as
the result, Kcep a bottle of

BONNINGTONS

IRISH MOSS -

in the house and take a dosze if -
you feel the least sign of a chill.
It is pleasant to take and gives

_INSTANT RELIEF. ..

All Cl:cmlst: " and - btore- .
keepers. ‘Don't take one of
the many.imitations, but

"AsK TOR .
Bonnmgton s
-8 _J

Lime Juice
Duy the Best.

The best Lime Juice Cordialis

Montserrat

made from cultivated limes.

“MONTSERRAT"is always
fresh_ and” pieasant to the
taste, and mixed wilth water,
| soda water, or other aerated
waters, it makes a cooling, re-
freshing, and healthful drink,
is sold by all Stores, erc.

‘' MonNTSRRRAT ™

!‘rum tho fAirst doas of Umarine s censn. Tk han cured
permanen “ry wurll cibank “'h,K“'"" whln

avary other remady b ailsd.
mmd éll--

Thoasands of Tlnumnml
l'.l‘olﬂl. zTa. .-

Gmll‘!

EHARLAND&Cuy ., Ltd.

Pnn.nd by 1.W. WICHULL, Pharmaceutical l'h!ml.l
% HIGH STRELT, DELFAST IRELAND

BpPEAL.
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S SAMUEL BARR

lere Try these

I you can get a pair to suit you you "Il be ablc ta READ WRITE or SEW for hwrs .
WITH -PERFECT COMFORT. ~ Moreover..your henduhu will, most likely, di u
They ¢ome from the eyes 1 hnve' oo doubt. «en e

e
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- Hg Wil sive you mmm&mm poises. | .

nt :ii-i QUEEN STREET
.. AUCKLAND,. ..."
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