. Ping her as she was going.

’niml koftly, with, her handg

Son-wool and’ ticsue paper Margery
threw im the Are!*

Noreen turned so pale at the words,
that no one noticed the smile which ac-
eompanied - the  words—no, one except
Mrp Jameson, who glanced at her so
scarchingly that the girl Rushed deep-
ly under it, !hen saying that she was
tired, she excused her-e[f and left lhe_

redm : .
“lt's ev I|lent, itat oot here,™ g nl Mrs
Jaweson. “Very wifdtge, jso't 0¥

“Very,” replied Ma ery.  “1 call it
ln,utermun. Wouldn't it bhe well,” 4o’
you think, not to huve the five touched,
in cise there's any trace of it there!”

" She” st silent,
. ¢hin, thinking.,
But
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afraid she was painfully jealous tem-
perament, as well a8 & passionats oné”

Margery Jid not answer for & ntoment.
‘with her hand on ner

Then she looked np.
she's  really good-hearted, Mrs,
Jxineson.” - I think “shé’s sura to feel
sarry at Noreen's distress, although they

- are unot very friemlly—and then she’ll

econte and—aml—explain herselt.”
“WeH, she might, if. she’s. not tooe
wicked. I ean’t bear the jdea of brogch-

_ing the sl.lhje("t to her first, although it's

my duty.”
Dup'mg Tunch a lengnlm from the Ma-

 jor was I:.mded Lo .Mrm ..nmezon, wl.o

FThut's nerisible; ring the bell; pleasel -

'lou are always apmuhln-, Margesy drar;
if JD!.I \M-rent, you would never have
managed to clenr your blother and

your father's hayrick.”

\[nlgor} sniiléd ot the recidlection,
but quickly - became thoughtful. She
held - Noreens cold hand tightiy, and
Rlanced round at the _gloomy, syilpa-~
thetiv faces of the g as thpy turned
belplessly towards her, She was used
to that. YWhen there was trouble, it
was ulways m Malger} tiiey looked for

advice, . --

The pallour maid m:tered

"Leave the mrate undisturbed in the
morning, Hieding, Dont touck it on
any ount,™ : s B
Yes, Mem,” said Birding, trying not
how the surprise she felt-at such an
unusual ardet. =

“Birding!" . ventured \[alger\' stop-
AMrs James
sl had ealled Noveen on one sile.-and
was tryving to cheer her up- “Birding,
one  moment. -\\'Ilen “dil thx paveel
ecme?” . .

“During lesson- tmm. Miay,™ -

“Rut, Birding! We had been de\rn
here nearlv two lmms “Ilen 5011
brought it e

“F think not, Miws,” answel‘ed the old-
establizled maid with some asprity,-

“You don't know what’s lmppened
BRirding,” said Margery.
avked wot to fouch the ashes in the

n:erning because that \aluahle pc'\rl-

nevklnce cammot b found.” -

“LUa-can’t be -found, Miss?*- .

“Lan’t be fouud " Iepeategl ’\lalge:v,
guietly, -

“Cood  gracions me!™ em'ln:mpcl the
maitd.  “Ob, good gracious!” -she Te-
peated. -

“At what time did that parcﬁl come ™
perststéd Margery,

“Birding1” (-alled,.\l_.rs Jameson, “1
hear your voice, Tut the lichts -sut
downstairs] please.  ‘There. chiliven, go
to bed—we’ll ses to this in the morn-
ing. Gooil-night, dears®

U tell yom
gery.t “hl‘:pele:l Birding, “when 1 ring
¥our baats. Y Atem!”  she added
alnml, and hurried below,

CHAPTER IL

The grate next merning reveal'd no
sizns of anyiliog uullsull I.ldu'lw been
thrown to the ﬂ.\mes.

“Mease, Mrs Jamesou,
kept.”  said \lmbuy
wanted.”

What a head youw've got, dear,” re-
plied her mistress; “you ure right, they
thatl he®  Then as soon as a telegram
coubl be zent down to the station, Mrs
duegeson despatehed Birding witlone to
the Major to notify the distressing josa
of his pearl necklace, as she thought he
oughit to Xiow at ence, in case her own
mise was happily wrong.. So
vibited the boots, and dar-
gety did not get. Birding™s promised. ex-
planation, . . pcH LT

Mrs Jamcson, nmch pleuuvuplﬂl start-
ed her morning’s. work of giving orders
anit teniding the plants, She was passing
alany the corrider of the small private
lu-dnuumﬂ whoewn, - blhirough. the chink of a

lave the ashes
“Chey way be

deor ajur, she saw  the reflection - . of
Jutia in the lovking-glaxs.  Julia. waa
trying un & peael necklace!’ Hearing

the bosrd erenk, the girl hastily pmhe(l
the necklace umlq‘ the wmicror.  Jlrs,
Jumeson way abont te vuter, wien sl
Twpame aware that EHieene wis, stand-
ing by her. mllﬂ and she looked utrajght
into Mavgery's
Iqrr own win equally  troubled, .They
iedly withdrew together inta \]w ad-
Juining I.nmlun‘. eseither likegl to Lspenk
JAor a goment: then the. elderly

her eyen:
- “Last evening, T enuldn't e

ln' the pecunnlr In-lm\wur of JJulia P

. = e

to morrow, - Miss “Mar-

w wered fuce and, folt that

read it out:. i
“Please tel nikit’ to bo hnpeful an!
seems’ to have beew delayel a duy,”

' perhaps therein lies mystery” - - % -
foind the culprit who burned dowu‘ .

" of the {ierman Boverness,

“Delayed n - day!” - exelaimed Mrw,
Jaiméson.= Mergery planced at Birding.
Rirding louked nt Muargery and spilled
svme of the mint saunce over the -drexa
at which her
pupils rejoived, ‘especially the little ores.
hi the confusion Masgery, whoe sat. ot

 that eml of the long table—in the seat
. facing that of the misteess of the honse

+~—dropped her bread and asked for more,

~and as she took Bt she turned ber hemd

. ing in an undertoue,

to Hiiding and said, "Thank youn,” acdd-
“Kitehen-gavden at
two."”

At two o'cloek Birdi

a avas strolling

. in the kitehen-ganken, pretending to e

T Miss,”

- veplied Margery gently,
. what you iid with that parcel.

much irterested jn the progeess of Lhe
strawberry -bers, which were just begin-
uing- te show. what. they had in store.
Her. eyes were: red—7it’s the wimd,
*.she replied, when Marvgery, harry-
ing up. to hor,-remarked ypon them. .
“f think it would bhe well, Birding”
““to say exactly
i kpnow
it wes delivered inte yonr hands tie

- day before Jebterﬂav Lecause I made a
1)omt of wceting the postman I'.lui norn-

“You've been -

ing and asking hin” .

“¥ey, Miss, so0 H was, ‘\Ihs." answer-
ed Birding ameekly; “and I feel that -put
about, becunse when it canie it really
was lesson-time, so L put it in the pan-
try cupboard for safety guessing what it

©owar, wwl knowing what it was worth,

and then I eleaw forgot all-about it mll
next evening. And when you said, Miss,

a8 w0 pe:u'l recklace was , b Zave
we such a turn, why, gool gracious, I

thoaght T should have dropped! Sa
that’s atl, Miss:Alargery. -And [ didn’t
tare sag it had heen lving. about all
that time—Dbut who could have tampered
—you believe me, Miss?™ She asked the
Inxt words with cnricus deliberation.

But Margery had nlready said “Thank
you,” and was walkingly thoughtiubly
away, As she passed Chrough the sweet-
seented orchard, she eame vpou Julia,
sitting on a benelh inder a Moesseming
cheryry tree, in o flood of teass, Margery
rat down lesite her and softly mid
one hand uponr her shoulder aml the
other on the arm of the sobbing girl.
At this simple toueh of svmp'\thy Julia
poured forth her woes.

“I'm always in some tronhle or other™

che said with’a little moan, “but this
bheats everything. Did you notice all
during. lwuch, how Als, Jameson, was

looking at me, aud avoiding speaking
to me? Why, do you know, Margery,
I'm eertain she-believes I stole Noyeen's
pear] necklace! | She does, I'm sure she
foes!™ .

“Haw
thing ¥

“Recanzse she does.”™

could she ‘imagive such a

and’
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“Without any rensom?™ .
“I don’t know. " I've got a [n-arl nevks
Yace myset, you know!”

“I didu't koow, l.{me :ou !mll
longt” .
“No, it's nen—oulx yesi»rd.-,. Hat

it's a setru( . J
~Oh?Y \\rh) is lt a snnn-t"’
“Because it ™
“Who gave it to \uu"’

“Nobody, I wéut eut against rules,
I Hdi't see why Noreen ahulllj be the
011]) ane to have g pearl necklace—1 dinl
w0 " lung for one- iml * she continned,
“zad a0 T bought nne.

“(dh, Julia! Bonght oue?
don't imy rearl ucthhw-«
e

“Yes, if you ]IL(-‘ ve pot it hewe”
Al nhe irew the string of ]u-.arl b+

Nl
“May . 1

4
.

. from her pucket,

Murgery looked at them and h nlml
them back with n.curnus smile.

“What are you lnuphing at like that ¥’
Judia burst out, “H you dou't Wwlieve
me, don’t!™ she .'tll('led_ turning  white.
“Rui ‘remember, it'a a seerel - Nl
maved away; turned” hev back, and =aid

. not ancther word,

Maigery saw’ that shé had oné’of ler
sutky fite, and leit hevi- she eontifmned
her solitary stroll, pondering what she
had heard,  Suddenly she stopped and
fdrew something from her jacket porket.
Tt was the 3lajor's envélope, which No-
reen “had handert to ner when she read

. the anwmonnedment “of the coming pearls

~—for the pupils were not allowed in
strew paper in the. grounils, . She ex-
amined it earefull ':md AU was soe
time lefore she lepl.u-(-. cite Then the
half-prst two bell began to, ving. aml
Margery had to run very E(x--t o get in-
dnors in time fo- the aiterpoen leciure,

Tea was alw:

“melved In Ehe conserv-

atory, el it was then. no- confession
having Dbeen forthcoming. that  Ajre,

Jameson ainovnnted- her intentivn—as it
would probahbly -be Mujor Gvep's wish—
to notify the maticr of . the delay in
delivery of his parcet 1o the Post tice,
antd et thenn inveatigate the maitér. She
phinced at Julia as she xakl it, and the
wirl seemed’ to finsh back -~ look of ae-
fiasiee,  “Yes, I nimst pat: the malter
in ofliciot lmuds,” she r-r-[.oatml with a
sigh. =Cheer up, Noreen

“Yes, cdon't look so
whispered Margery. -~
she eontinned alowd, “I've a =ort of jder.
Please don’t say anxthing to the Post
Office. just. yet, becanse woild pur
it into the hands of the
den’t want tihe name of the schoal mixel
up with polive and deteetive reporis wsd
things, do you#’

As Margery was looking in Juolia's -
reetion, Mra. Jameson conelinsled  that
something might probably seon be forgh-
coming -from that quartsv. S pever
intended getting outside help if <he could
help it, but was trying to work on Julia’s
cansvience, so she veplipd:

“ls it a good sort of ideat®?

“Never miml, please, Mrs, Jameson,”
pleaded Margery: <L want io think
something out. 1'll go to my room for
n hit, if _ymll[ allow_ me. I' N be clu\\ "
in half an hour™ o Goe ot

“Deay me!™ ejaeulate-d Mri. Jameson,
somewhat mystified, whitst the French
governess amt the olter pupils  hegan
wihispeving, -and . Noveen xlanesd arouad
at e headaaistress anxious]

*Very well.” dontinned M Jamseson,
“[ don't quite see—howey xe<, I'H
give our Miss ‘SBherlock Tolmes’  ber
Ialf an hour.”

pelesss dear,”
tes, Jameson,?

iti'

L and wous

- arotd _nervously., uni

<otoen Nors

_ went by, consten
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CHAYTER 111,

S Murpery wos cwalking-up ami-down

her. ronm, and thewsat down gl stured
ot the carpet. She wax thinking. Alter
a tinke; xhe abed her eyes and glaiced
for a moment
they rested om u picture enbemdar that
hmag ln-sule. her bed.  Xhe =taned, .

: she exclaimed alond
exviteinent.  She pitlled open her writing
ease ang hastily took: oui a telegram
form. . .

Hefore the hadf hour was up, \Lu-'my
Enocked &t the bowduir deor, .
“Lome in!™ maid A< James

“May. I wa.out, Mrs. Jameso

May-

* gery’s voire was alightiy nstemty. o

“No, dear, Birtkng will go for you,”

“Please, Mre. Janwzon, o teust nwe-—
F—1 dun't want anyoene o go instend
of me™ _ . ) L.

Alrs. Jameson Toukedd at lwer for & niwe-
ment. Then she anid: “Very well, den B
1 know ! can ahvnis trnsL ¥ e B

\I.\r-vm; S AFIYE AWOTe awd her m-vk,
the young sweel face wax 1inst hers,
and ‘then \\.xthcul ancther wokd vhe left
the room,

A moment ltter—
enltel | Mrs Jameson,
hurrrying ont, “if that's a Intter you IIJ\I!
1 think I mtholﬁh‘f"_

But the frout dn.m stammed 1w, wad
affer-thoughta welt® too late. She ve
tirned tn her yopm, freeling wmasnally
vestless for one of ber pluwid disposition
-—in faet, the ovents of | the hast two
days had mathey nnnevved her.

I tonk habf an howr to get Lo the pnat.
office.  Whep an howr a-lalf had
pacsed _and her kemd, g did
e, Jasueson Loe, thoreughly
Whein  another  hadf houv
p.xtole through the
It wag g (mg davk now, and

preturbed.

sehaol.

Tile pripils, \\ho folt they muat’ do Seme-

- thing, |
. the

-
post ofl

besnn semulnn-v “Tor AMargery in
;-nundm o gronps, ln,cnus-' lhnv
were not A very vourageans bami: aml
s was despatehed to apnke in-
Jsaud, ant. ln-un seon ut the,
W Tad 3he been b Ahe tivkeg
oitice at the railway station cles: by, i

1t wan only ihree lowrs after Mar-
givy bad-started Ut news was Neard]
of her. A telegiam wis hronght-to Mrs
Jomescn. which -she opapsd-nill tiems
we Tt was frim Tusten R
ondan.

. - - . N . .

Tuo the weantinpe Margery lnui 'gnt tr;
the= station.  The Joudea  Lrain was
the platiorni; Margery van aml gl
t Iwguan [T}

but n"lh
rorke Mo
R T ]

tn

am 1o the Vigkpt-im

Al a hp. and p-ke
pln-.- co it ok,

the

spreter with a <mni
ed Bim 1 semd it ol

Avrived in Ledon dn Lrunying
dusk, =he was fon eag yany.
sense of lonvibiess i the varl erdosd of
stenngers huerviag hither and (hitherd

she Tmiled a0 fonr-wheeled eab, aml . ioht
the alriver to dake ey to a lhoiide in
Endsleigh fin is, and o within ghred
winues” time the Mujor Kl
wart  Xkvimgeom ~hisly wnd

and the intler sunounod:

Hmlhn‘nl "

{hrown open,
“Miss Alavgery

- host, B

:|n<l
hllh- mure stilfnesa i R
grey monstache s e zluneed envis
at the handsonre, ||m\l. el Mn\lnng
comng fiee Lefure him, YPay e ssat-
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