
BO abode at finding the money gone. It

was ns though she had known it all the

evening. She turned over in a perfunc-
tory fashion, the few papers the box

contained, then sat staring blindly ahead

of her while the numbness gradually

gave way to terror.

Tliere was a tap at the door. Lena

stood, respectfully smiling. “ Has

madam any objection to my going out

this evening’”
Mrs. (.’hater's scattered faculties seem-

ed to snap into their places as she rose

from her knees.

“Come in. Lena. I wish to talk to

yon,” she said quietly, and put herself
between the girl and the door. She had
meant to wait for Henry; but she could

not stand it. “Lena, there was a great
•leal of money in that box just before
dinner, and now it is gone.”

Her voice was grave, but not unkind.
Lena looked frightened.

“It has been taken out?”
“Naturally. And no one knew it

was here but my husband— and you.”
The colour rose faintly in the girl’s

face ; her eyes grew’ wide and bewil-
dered.

“I, madam,” she whispered.
“You were on the porch by the win-

dow when we decided where to put it.

Weren’t you?” she added with a touch

of sharpness.
“Yes, madam.”

“Ah, Lena, how could you?” There

were tears in Mrs. Chafer’s eyes.
“Madam believes I took it?” The

■wondering, wounded tone moved Mrs.

Chafer to anger.
“What else can I think?” she was be-

ginning when Henry’s voice called to

her jubilantly from below. His news

preceded him as he mounted.
“The old man’s all right, dear! Ho

had a small knock down and was taken

to a hospital, but he’s out again and

keen for his bargain. So the mine ”

he paused in the doorway. “ What’s

up?” he demanded as his eyes fell on the

two pale women.

“Tire money is gone out of the box!”
“ Oh, by George! ” He laughed rue-

fully. “I changed it to the desk, dear,

to make you easier. I was just about to

confess my weak-mindedness when the

boy came. I’m so sorry
”

Mrs. Cha ter turned swiftly on Lena.

“Well, then, you didn’t take it, and I

apologize,” she said hotly; “but why
have you been creeping about spying and

listening? What are you trying to find

out? I have seen you again afid again,
watching us like a cat. Why have you
done that, what have you been after, if

you are an honest girl?”
Lena had grown very white. She

smiled piteously.
“I will tell madam the whole truth.

It is perhaps very foolish.” She looked

down, twisting her fingers tightly to-

gether. “I am to be married very soon,

to a countryman of my own. I have

been troubled, for, madam, so many

marriages in my country are not happy:
I have learned that since I came to

America and saw how your marriages
were—so friendly, so gay, so kind. And

a.s 1 watched madam and Mr. Chafer on

the beach, it seemed to me that this

marriage was the most beautiful of all;
and 1 said in my heart, I will go to them

and learn what is the secret.”

Her voice broke, but she steadied it

and went on:

It was easy to persuade Hattie to go

away for a short time. I have done no

wrong except to listen, and once to read

a page of a letter-—madam must forgive
that, for I did so want to understand!

And I have learned much!” Her voice

grew suddenly brave. “1 have learned

'that a wife must remember every day all

that is good and beautiful in her man

and must keep her heart open to him —

yet always a little hidden: that she must

know bis work so that he may talk to

her as to a comrade, and yet leave him

alone when he is not ready to talk; that

when she has scolded she must come

L.i.-k quickly ami say. ‘I am sorry’—but
say it with laughing. No tears, no

grievances ; always the little laughing,
the little game, the pretended scorn—-

perhaps wo cannot do that in our coun-

try. But I have learned much, and I
nm grateful, even though madam thinks
F’.o a thief.”

“You dear, dear soul!” It was more

•rd> than laugh, and Mrs. Chafer's hands

were on Lena’s shoulders. Mr. (hater
Blipped away- with the furtive air of one

who finds himself not wanted.

IV.

Two weeks later the Chafers stood on

th* steps waving while the children

threw rice after the departing bride and

bridegroom.
“Now crane in out of the road or the

policeman will get you,” said Hattie.

Mrs. Chater turned to her husband
with a worried, quizzical smile.

“We have lost a jewel,” she said.
“And yet- ”

“Yet ?” he encouraged her with

a comprehending twinkle.

“Well, if we had been obliged to be

the model married couple for one day
longer, do you know what would pro-
bably have happened?”

“I do. I should have struck you,”
said Heniy. “I am not going to be

kind or loving for six weeks.” They
laughed happily, and turned into the

house, where he belied his words by
drawing her to him. “They've been all

for Lena lately,” he said, “but here’s

one for yourself, old girl!”

Royal Shoppers.

Quite an interesting little page of

history- might be written in regard
to Royalty- and shopping. In the

books of a famous old firm which
were dissolved about six years

ago, there were repeated entries as

to the visits of King George HI.,
with his daughters, when it was custom-

ary to ask any who might be in the shop
on their arrival to leave. The doors

were then closed, and it is stated that

the Princesses would themselves open
drawers and boxes in the quest for pret-
ty things. It is believed tliat Queen Vic-

toria only onee entered a shop during
the whole ot her long reign. Her Ma-

jesty established the custom, which King
Edward and Queen Alexandra have con-

tinued, of commanding large selections

to be sent to the Palace, from which

they can make their choice. . The shop-
keepers receive instructions from mem-

bers of the household that the Queen
wishes to see goods of a particular class,
it may be of jewellery, enamel, silver,
the equipment of the boudoir or writing
table, or whatever else is desired, and
considerable latitude is allowed as to

what may be sent in. A day for their
arrival is fixed, and they are forwarded

in charge of a responsible member of the
firm. He can have as many tables as

he requires for the display of his wares

in the rooms set apart for the purpose,
and every separate item must bear a

label with the name of the firm from

which it comes and the price. The Lady
in Waiting may be informed of any fea-
tures of interest, to be laid before the
Queen, who always devotes much time

to her task of selection, and endeavours

to find what she thinks will be pleasing
to the honoured recipient.

Although Queen Alexandra Joes not
visit the shops in London, she often does

so at Windsor, and two years ago. with

Queen Amelie of Portugal, as well as

recently with Queen Maud of Norway,
she spent some time at different eouip
ters choosing old enrios or quaint trifles
that appealed to her fancy. Abroad, too,
at Copenhagen, or during the cruises of
the Royal yacht, when her Majesty lands
she explores the shops for characteristic!
souvenirs, while picture-postcards for
the Royal children are also largely pur*
ehased. Queen Amelie when in town

went to many of the leading shops, and

bought largely, especially of English
china, which enjoys great favour at the
foreign courts. It is not long since the
Tsar presented the Empress of Russia
with a lovely tea-set, made in England,

every piece bearing her private cypher.
During the visit of the King of Spain
prior to his marriage he visited many,
shops, and the household linen for use in

the private apartments of the Queen was

entirely purchased here, an old custom

of the Court of Spain being that the

Sovereign’s bride should bring this from

her own country.
The princesses of our own Royal house

generally go to the shops themselves to

make their own purchases, their rule

being to visit them rather early in the

clay, and before they have become crowd-

ed.

. “Going to take the family abroad this
winter?”

"No; we have given up the trip. Out
ccok has decided to stay.”

SOOTHES
I 111 1111

Zam-Buk Soap Brings Joy to Mothers. i

gf The valuable qualities of Zam-Buk Medicinal Toilet Soap, as 39
applied to its use in the daily bath for the soothing, comforting and 99
prevention of skin ailments of Children is destined to play an important

* IKSe part in their future good Skin Health. W
9V The chief troubles of the young babe from its birth are the various forms ■

■■ of skin troubles that attack it, owing to the delicate and sensitive nature of the ■
skin, which is so prone to become sore and chafe. Milk Crust, Thrush, Rash, ■

V and other distressing skin affections, common among young children, G 9
■ especially those of feeble constitution cause the child pain, fretfulness, and

restlessness, and the mother worry and anxiety.
■9 It is dangerous to use Common Toilet Soaps (which are mostly impreg-
9ak nat e(l with poisonous substances) on the delicate skin of a baby. The

9g5 health of the child depends largely on its daily bath, therefore, the best B|
■ 3 Medicinal Soap should be used.

Zam-Bl'K Medicinal Toilet Soap is a perfect combination of medicinal gKI g properties for the prevention of skin disease in young or old. It is a Skin

’ H
Tonic and Food, maintains the delicacy of the skin through its action in gf

jg conjunction with the natural oil, removes all impurities, and soothes and

BlKy comforts. By its daily’ use n the bath or toilet good skin health results.
Don t use inferior Soaps that ruin the skin. Zam-Buk Soap is a Pure 9

B’ Medicinal Skin Soap. It gives a .delicacy and refinement to the skin, and , I
Wk prevents disease. The great virtu, sof Zam-Buk Soap entitle it to a J9| 9 I '

place in every home. 9 9

|| H Sb
Tbie Best Soap All Affections of the SKin, B

BH M For Eczema, pimples, blackheads, chafing, itch, prickly heat, rashes, H B B
0« Bl Ifr T" r g-'vor,lis, ciw-<<-u perspiration, sallow complexion, sun-bu.n, freckles, B ■ El

| sk heat spots and sweomgs, and lor the stings from insects, Zam-Buk Soap
-Rm ET* can *>e emP'°yec* w* th admirable results. jKa

I . S acts as an 2nt'septic and germicide and as a tonic for the hair Bl Bl p| jg
üßm roo

’s - Being non-irritating and non-poisonous, Zam-Buk Soap is S B B
Mfi wL recommended by doctors and nurses to second their treatment of kb ffi Su B II

fe jd ■■ A. obstinate skin disease.

BM M B Beah Zam Bilk Soap may be obtained from all chemists and storekeepers S S

gj 51 KI M throughout Australasia by the single Tablet, or a wH M o | ■

: dainty box containing three Tablets.

jyll Sll i I SffHk 111

CUT OUT THIS COUPON |gj
and send it with name and address BH Igfll BB
and Id. stamp to tl.e Zam-Buk Jg}
Mfg Co. Pitt Street. Sydney,
and receive dainty Free Sample
Soap
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