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'[(-01-\'1:[(.“1' STORY.) :
Scrgcant thton S Romance
By ORME AGNUS, Author of * Lf:)ve_ in Qur Village,“ Ete. .

- SPENT miy vacation this suimmer - at
a little watering- place on the Doi-
:et coast catled Lulion, a (hnrmmg

- ,sput uovexed by . rmlwaw iand

_ cheap-trippers. It was a delightful
loliday, and before the six weeks were

over, the fishermen on the beach, the
Vicar, and Sergeant HBixton, of the
mety Constalulary, were my good

friends, and the landlord and landlady

of tlie Lolton Hotel, where I put up at, .
tad wsupplied me with the biographies

and genulogtea of the village notubm-
ties, -
Sergeant
wyal. I had taken my writing-pad with
me,
sat down in the shade and begzan ta
-rite, teeling in the minod, Blwton 'l_mﬁt
have ibeen watching me for some time,

but at last. his curiowity. got the beiter
f‘& .

of him, and he sauntered wp bto me.
“Good - afternnon,, ir,” said he,’
fine, warmish' day.” 7 T ato
“Goud afternvon, Sergean(
glancing - at- the -atripes on his='arm.
“You do seem to he doen a pmlerful
lot of wetbeir, “SiTY 11 PR
‘_éll a little,”
fEtestruck me,
Fon were {& hattist.pWe g
few nf ladjes, and

Tiéh L Suw you come,}
goﬁdluh
tl'e

the\ re u:_ry fong “of drawen tluz churc b

1 thought at first you
was drawen, sit, till L reen TOu use
one pirce of papet after another. Youa
write for the papers, T suppose, sic?”

“Well. sometimes, Sergeant, Lut wene-
ralty T write bools.”

Rlixton, was very auch lnterestod He
was ftmd of rpallmg novela lum‘aelf e ©
toid me; and his wife was even ‘mote;
addicted to it.  “L get a gnmlluh fow '
lent me” he said,

< ber teatien any of -yours, #iv

from just here,

< dale, th(-v tells’ me a.t the ‘Crown,' youl:

. pams : 2
1 mmlmt qmte content _to Yet the Ser-..
1f I must receive evn-

Fet T 43

geant pumup me,
fidencé_it was only fair that 1 shouid
iipart” some,
+1 dom’t write l\ll([Pl.' my . own hame,'
T anid, “I call myself Alex Btond.” -
<O, then, T've read one of ypurs, sir,
and thel_ not long agao,  Whutawas' it
calied? Sir Sommat,”
, “Sir Jasmine, peebhaps 7
“That's it, sir.
nbout his adventures in Ching, I called
it veal good. Fancy weeten the man
who wrote iL” o
sergennt Blixton. and T ‘were fuel da
from that moment, He always found
time &0 stay for & chat with me, and

I l{;nrnt much from him. Prom my hont

I learnt that Blixton indulyed .in Wuod-

capving as w hobhy, and was cunmtlorml_.
The next tima

o :le very clever at it
1 iunw Hlixton I mentioned that I would

Tikk to see hin work, aml Im I'uce !lu-ah-

ol witly plesanre.
“You cun wnd welcome, siv,! he said, |
"Imt it won't seem nothen to s geutl

i n ax uniderstands it. Do you see, sir,”

I yuok it up to pass the “time away,
Mhhn 1 waa luid up with a broken log
tup years ago, gnd Lve kept ab it

e in e apare time, 17 you'll vall at

séden  tonight: when: Fmooft duty L

-ln‘zll he glad to show you all I've
dode.”

Blixton had excculed some veally ere-
ditable work, and [ male him proud
adid happy hy purcharing a corved stoal.

; K wile, who was evidanly gdiflidentlat -
! 'hqimg w real live aublior in the houwse,

g, 1 tnnuml made great preprrationy

Blixton i.nl;roduced hiwmself . :
. to me one afternoon spea after my arii-,

cand in the ﬁeld near the churelt -

i

e T S o

“put T dow’t remein-
Mt rin™

-

I did enjoy readen

for my visit; at any
spotleas. She was a good-looking young
womnan, with good temper written plain-
ly on Ter smiling feutures. 1t was easy
to pee that im their ease martiage had
not begun to cool affection, aml there
was no doubt the Sergeant was prouder
of exhibiting his wife than lis carv-
g, When, presently, she leit Ehe
- room, he remarked with emphum-s “Por-
haps L'm not the best ;udge, air, and

you haven’ asked my opinion, but thai’ 8-

- the best womun in England, bar noune.”
“Certainly no one can he a better |

judee of thut thun her husband,” I swid.
“Quite true, sir, quite true.

! to speak well of each otlier, more's the
- pity.
- wag . when 1 took Lily to.the Church.
i You might call it remantie, oo, the way
we came Logether, and 1've th-n thought
it wouldn®
: put tegether properly.” ...

“May I henr it?" T.asked a little diffi-
dently. I was doubtful whether nllx-
ton would think tlus a case for “copy.”
you are not in
MiT, and I'lt gut

some (‘il.l(’l"ﬂle wifé 'cnmo: from Devon-"

shire, and her people:send’ us some ev ery -

#. year—the rea] genuine stufl it. is, too.”

it was indeed the gennine stuff, and .
. when I liad duly praised it,. the Her-
gernt, nothing Toth, began his story. |
“We've been wavried Tnearly  three
Fears, sir, and what T'm goen to tell you
about happened when 1 was’ stationed
near Weymouth. © I was as 'strong and
Justy as any man in the Force, and for
that matter am still, exeept the leg I
" hroke troubles 'me a IJlt now And then.
- My beat at that time was where thc' "y
a goodish few gentlemedn's honses in
their own  grounds, amd just befure
Christmas  partienlar orders were sent
round that we must keep a sharp’ lnok-
out as & lot of burglarvies had taken
Mace upalong. T kept such a sharp,
louk-out meseli that I arrested one gen-
tleman I saw getien in a drawen-voom
“window at two o'clock in ihe moren.
Ile explained that be jived there. nnd

Ttadl Post hiw lubehkey, but I didn’ believe
him, as he wasn’ dressed like a pentle- -

man, aud { marched- im to the ‘station,
but the Super recognised him and apolo-
giséd. 1 {elt a big fool ever the busi-
ness, bt the gentleman was very pleas-
ant about it, and, instead of compininen,
gave me hall-acrown. Tle was & writer
of meientific books, and had been out
with the ﬂ‘thrmen. that uas‘whv he™
wan dressed so poorly,

“That maile me extra enreful, but
some weeks miterwards [ had a genuine
-ease, It was one night about the middla
“of January, a bitterly cohd, ight witit a
bit of fog that made you Khiver. 1 was
passen “The Ilanes,’ a house that atoed
by .itwelf with 8 goodigh-rized Ipwn,and -
shlubhvry at the side and n gnrden in
“'the front, when I saw a light ‘move “in’
one . of -the dosmstuir rooms that made
me & bit suspivious.  Mr. Courcy, one
of our magistraies, livedd there, bnt L
knew le had gone alrond for the' winter

.

"7 because his wife was in & poir” state,

and he -had asked us to heepan eye on-
ile plage, as only the cook apd house-
muaid and gardener were leit to louk
afier it. I didn' think it was likely
they would be voamen abeut at thren
o'vlock in the mernen, and I felt sure
I¢l.,qlrtf|l & chancegat Inst . go distwgnish.
UL

—— e

tate, the honse was |

It's som-
mat nowndays for husbands and wives .

The best days worx [ evey disl |

mwake a bad yarn if it was .

- when  Chumuny  fomwd e couldn®

)-pupﬂ;
-, "k opened {le gale ms guietly an. I .-

could, and crept round tol the window—
the drawenroo window as it turned

out—whick opened on the lawn. - But
there was more than me nbout, for aa
I was creepen along there was a noise
like an owl hooten from the shrulbery
the other side of the lawn, I knew
what that meant. There was a burghe
ingide, and- the noise eame from ' thie
ehum left on guard outside, and the koot
was a signal that there was dunger,
It was mo use hopen to luke him un-
awares, s [ made a rush for the win-

dow which wns open, ns I expectad, But’

just at the moment I reached it there
came ‘rushen to it fo get out, not one
burglar but two, gnd 1 saw I'q got »
big job on hand. One of them was half
throngh the window before he saw me,
and 1 laid hold of him amt pulled him
out. - He laid hold of my legs, amd

pinched ‘em till he took the skin off, ¢
‘Come and _

hut 1 dide't mean to #t ga,

knnelk him on the head, Chummy, he
called to his mate. - oo
“:All right, Art, I'm hevo, ses the

other, ag he-jumped ont of the window
xixl came forane,

I'd. got mppermagst,
chest, ‘and holden
my left’ hand I dre
the othery’and waited fiv: Chammy.

nd kneslen on A
head down v
e trunchesn wl

other h'md G0 that L eonld have Liswn
me whistle for help, bnt 1 dared not
let go of Ark nor put down me truncheon
for an instant.  Howéver, I shouted
for belpat the top of me voice.
Lknow then'but Jakenis, the gavdener,” Tusd
gone 'away for & cnuple of days, and

there Was oty the two women in tlle'
. house.

HU\\(‘\(’I it tllll'l('l.l ok my
shouten did sonte mood, for the fellow
on the ook out in ‘the Deky, Tuckily
for me, thought niovre of his own skin

than of ht-lnen his mates, and tovk to’

his heels,

“I kept shonien aid whiren me-tranch.
eon round to keep off Chummy, whe

wug . goen round angd round me, looken .

for o chanee to dart in, If kelp didi® come
=gon it was certain T should be besteid,
How long it dasted Yike that [ can’t ray,
Lut swdtenly Arg, the clap I was kneel-
en on, stopped strugglen and lay quite
siill, mopnen and geonnen that he wns
choken,  But it was all & “fake,” for
ruddenty he made 2 hig effort, caught
my left hand in his teeth, and bLit Lwo
fingers to the bone, and at Lhe same in-
stant canglt_hold of me heard, awd
pum-d e on tie top of him. That was
l.'humnn s chanes, aml

most of it. He sprang at me and caught
hold of me wight avw, and triml, 1o
swrench the truncheon from me. | “Knodk

T braina out, Chunsny.” Arg, cnﬂl “aad
maket
nie leave go Ne Bil me sugavely in l.lm
fave again and aguin. My nose wae

Luckily by that time -

Tl
have “given “anythen just “then l'm an:'’

I didn”

he made the-

Inr Brute, and dudn” eare, but still kept
bashen me savégely. 1 was fast toosen
me seuses, I suppose, for T had only &
hazy rotion 1 must dwld on to Lhe fellow
ou the ground wi any cost, when help '
eame front where 1 should never hava
expecierl, ’

“It tuemed oul, sir, when we tulked
shout it after, that the covk had been
wikemed by the noise of the bivglars
moven about, aml she wnkened (he
housemaid. “There's burzlars downstuirs,
ant we shall be murdered,” eried the
eook, and with that she covered her hoad
with the bedelothes, amd lay quakea.
But the heusemaid, Lily Bule wna her
name then, was of a diffevent sort, siv.
‘Wel,' she ses, ‘Ehey've not goen o do ns &
they 'like,) omd she jumped out of bed,
and began dressen lerseli, though the
vaok begged and beseeched hor not to -
go or she’ll be navdereld.  1b was jush
then that T saw them, and while she
waz putten ¢n hee clolhes ms fasg ns
she eould she heard the straggle, nu®
heard i€ Tall f6i" help. A policenisan has'*
ot Umn, atil they'fe tryen t6 bupdes’
* she ses to the couk. ‘I'm goen Lo

how, I lh:uk \ou Il n-vme. sur, tlmt
most women wilhd “lavd been like the
cook, and lain llu-mhlml, and the noak
you \\cruld expect Ny unmmmuu uonnn
to do would be 1o open tHe window’ nml
seream ‘help,” or ‘mneder,” Bul Lily w
n brever maid than that. She ran do:
stairs, and picked wp the poker dnd
]m,l».ed the door. when an idea sty
her. Ele ro(le & like, nnd nnw 8
Been thrown off by a dog comen fov
.‘s(-mebu(ly‘ lunl 1old her to carry cayenn
peprer in & squirt, which woull L(-('p
off the fiervest dox that ever wos, Taml’
just a8 she was comen out she thought'’
of it, anyd went back to 2ot the peppee-
box. She came yunnen ln us just a3
1 was gelben 106 weak to striggle any
]ungs-r You villains!® she er u ay “whad
are you doen? Lel go at onee N
“My strenglh was gone, and (‘hummv.
tellen her tu take ler~elf of or he woull
do for her, pulled me off his nrate, and
gave e o blow bebimd the car al fha

game time. I should have been com-
pletely al their merey but for she
aaicd after that she was so Lenwdl

that she (hought ber hieavt was goen to
Lurst, but she didn?’ show #H. A+ Chami-
my knocked me over sl gimed a blow
ab-him with the poker; mt he knocked
it on one sils, with the truncliesn he'd
wrenchel from me, il then the eoward- !
Ty brie g lger n kuock with it that
ienrly - “Lroken her arm, anmd wake hex
g.,uld_yh\(llh the pain. ,_]iut She hul ber
wtts Ahout Dier still,” and hefg'm he was
are she tobk o hhp or iwhy, tmv-ud!
m,im] guve him a goud densen B peps
pﬂ in his HN, LY ty blinden lum for -
1He Lime. Yon never hieard a wan rave’

~ and enre and vrll ap mueh in all ymu‘
Jlecden, two teeth were lmo ked lou.«-, ]

N days, fur, besides the pain, he, was

aml my fip was wut, for e was .\{TF“W A lmlple;; Ss (] baliy, - ]hu, that wns nnt

.'f‘\ i ‘}'“" | . TR
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KEBP COOL.

*'We strongly recommeid ail. who suflfer from the-helt to add

'\ [ e i

& few drops of Condy's Fiuid to the Dally Bathy. or oot Bath,

A Condy's Fluid Bath Impa
Freshness and Purlty.

(&' I

It irfwigorat Em: bd’dchs the [}
nerves. The Cooling eftect Is Simply cal.” } o Insting. ;
condy 8 Fluld Is sold by aH Chomlsu. uAlt

ferlor. Iluln on havlng " Conggs Fiula.”

iny sensation of Cobless, 7

g betitutes are greatly
ceware of Imitations



