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COUSINS’ BADGES.

Cousins requiring badges arc requested
to send an addressed envelope, when the

badge will be forwarded by return mail.

COUSINS’ CORRESPONDENCE

Dear Cousin Kate.—For a long time

now I have read' the cousins’ letters in

the "Graphic,” and been very interested.

I am 17 years old now;'but if you don’t

think I am too old to begin, 1 should

like to join your band. Apia is quite a

small town, but the scenery in our little

island is lovely. Although this is my
birthplace, I was in Auckland for over

9 years at school; also in Sydney for

a year. Just at present the weather

here is very hot, and although 1 have
been home a year now, 1 still feel ra-

ther limp. I expect you have heard

all about our volcano. Sayaii is 60

miles from this island. My sister and 1,
went to see the eruption at the begin-
ning of this year, and it was a lovely
sight from the boat. When we were

there, the crater was quite inaccessible,
the lava having completely covered up
the track. A few months later a couple
of men got to the crater by walking
over the partially cooled lava. lint
that is a feat I should not have cared
to attempt, for it was very risky. A

party of us walked amongst the lava
for, three-quarters of a mile. It was

not pleasant, for there was a breeze

blowing in from the sea over. the lava,
and the heat was intense. Next morn-

ing the path we had . taken was covered
with lava. 1 have not been there
since, but they say that the lava is
destroying everything. A little while

ago.. I made an expedition, with some

friends, to R. L. Stevenson’s grave. It
was a long and steen climb, and I don’t

think I shall attempt it again for . a
good while. The view from the grave
is magnificent, and that alone is worth
seeing. \Ve decorated the tomb with
hibiscus blossoms and ferns. Coming
down, was, of course, easy. With the
help of long sticks, we just tumbled
down as fast as we liked. If you care

to hear about this little place, I shall be

glad to tell you more in my next letter..
I am sending a few' post cards which

■may. be .of . interest to vou.—Cousin

PHYLLIS.

P-S.—l send the money to post the

badge, for a Samoan stamp would be
of no use. I should like a red one.

[Dear Cousin Phyllis,—l should like

you to join us very much, especially as

we have no cousin to tell us all the
news from your part of the world. 1
have already posted you a badge, and
I hope you will like it. As you were

so, long in Auckland, I should think
it would seem more like home to you
than Apia, though not so interesting if

you were at school all the time. 1 real-

ly think the h,at has been worse than
usual everywhere this year; T know we

all feel very limp too, and 1 heard
some Srdiley. people, yesterday say that
it was every bit as hot here as.in Syd
ney. Of course we have heard about
the eruption, and seen photographs of it,
too, but they don’t give one a very good
idea of it, somehow. I wish I had been
with you when you Went to see it,

though, like you, 1 would not have

cared to go too close to the crater.

Thank you so much for the post cards;
they are delightfully pr. tty.—Cousin
Kate.]
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Pear Cousin Kate, —As Y have not

very long for writing my letter to you,
1 had better devote the time to answer-

ing the questions you have asked me

since I came South. First. I did not

miss the kowhai, it was still gloriously
gold when 1 returned from Fiji, and as

Philippa’s clematis bloomed late, 1 even

had the pleasure of seeing it in full
bloom. Wo came South immediately,
by Taupo ami Wanganui. We had a

delightful time, but I cannot wait to

tell you of it now. But, oh! that

lovely, lovely bush drive! Ami the

glorious time 1 have had among the

lakes down here! You asked me if I

had seen the Waitomo caves. I have

not yet, but my guardian says if it

is not a long trip we can go before we

leave Auckland finally. We have to see

Otira yet, too. Wasn’t it a splendid
compliment Constance’s grandfather
paid me, to choose a book on my re-

commendation. 1 was' so pleased, but I

am sure he will like it.—it is such an

interesting biography. And I am sure

Constance will enjoy .Jane Barlow. I

like -best ‘‘lrish Idylls,’’ but I am fond

of “Strangers at Lisconnel,” too. Then

there are “Mrs. Martin's Company”—
a sweet little story—“From the Land of

the Shamrock,” and others. 1 cannot

tell her if Rostand’s plays are to be had

in English; my “L’Aiglon’’ is in French,
and 1 read “Cyrano de Bergerac” in

French, too. On my birthday I was

given Seton Thompson’s latest book;

“Animal Stories.” I do love Iris books,

and I have been enjoying myself over

this. The carrier-pigeon and little war

horse 1 think I loved best in it- oh, I
was so glad he got away! Thank you
so much for tin' kowhai legend. It is

very pretty, isn’t it? I hope we shall

find some more. Shall you be coming
South to see the Exhibition? The gal-
-1 ry and fernery are what I like best.

Winnie has already sent you a splendid
description of the fernery, hadn’t she?

They have Millais’ “!).• Vernon’’ in the

gallery—a picture 1 am very fond of.

1 have an engraving of it framed at

home. I love Di Vernon in tinl book,
and this is the only picture
I have that would really do

for my beloved Di. Tomorrow we

arc oil’ again to Otago. I have been hav-

ing a glorious time; the lake's are so

wonderfully beautiful. You know, this

is the loveliest countr yin the world.

Another month in the lake district,
three months in town for the Brough-
Flemming season, and then north again:
and after that home to Ireland again
for three months. Canada for the next

nine or ten, and the next three or four

years wo have planned to >p nd wander

ing about Europe. Yours dneervlv,
HERO.

P.S.—The Waitemata is about the

loveliest of them all.

[Dear Cousin Hero,—1 am glad you
came, back in time to see the kowhai
and the clematis, they were both lovely
this year, especially the clematis. I
don't remember having seen it bloom so

freely before. I am afraid I don’t know

any more legends, though I know there

is one about the rata, but 1 can't think

of it just now, but I will sec if 1 can

find out about it again. 1 hope you
will find time to visit the Waitomo
caves, they are really wonderful, ami L

should like to hear what you think

of them. 1 went to see the Brough-
Flemming Company the night before

last, and enjoyed myself immensely. It

is such a treat to see a play well acted,
1 mean when the whole company are

really good, ami not one or two good
ones and the rest dummies. I am so

busy this week that I won’t be able to

discuss’ books, or even try to be interest-

ing. I hope next week’s letter will bo

better.—Cousin Kate. |
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Dear Cousin Kate,—I have bc.-n sucYi
a lazy girl lately. We have six more little

ducks. It is such fun to see them catch-

ing the flies. We are having such lovely
weather now ; it is so hot tlwt I have

to go into the river to keep cool. L am

not going anywhere for Christmas. Are

you? We have one waterfall hero. It

is called the Waihi Waterfall. I have

not very-much to say this time, so will

stop now, because it is so hot. Give my
love to all the cousins. 1 hope you will

enjoy your Christmas. With love from

Cousin OLIVE.

| Dear Cousin Olive, You have indeed
lieen very lazy; you have not written

since the holidays commenced. How-

ever. 1 don’t expect many letters during
the holidays. It is much better for you
to be out of doors enjoying yourselves;
you have quite enough writing in school

times. We haven’t got any little ducks

this year, but this morning wo found a

hen with five lovely little chicks, ami

two or three more of the eggs were

chipped. 1 think the only way to keep
tool this weather would be to stay in

the water all the time, don’t you? I
have not been away yet, but I hope to

go for a holiday soon. I had a very

happy Christipas indeed, thank you. I

hope you had, too. Cousin Kate.l
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Dear Cousin Kate, 1 received youi
badge. Thank you very much for send-

ing it so quickly. I showed it to a

friend of mine. She would like one too;
so J think she is going to join the Cous-

ins also. Wo are having lovely weather

for the holidays; such beautiful tine

days, with a deep blue sky. I am hav-
ing such a good lime, and will be sorry
when it is time to return to school.
This morning my brother and 1 went i*.>r

a drive out past Omata. to sop some

friends, who arc camping out for a few

weeks. We did enjoy it, as all the way

we drove along the sea coast. Me

saw where the famous battle of Wai-

reka was fought, ami the cemetery where

many of its heroes are, buried. 1 go down

to the baths nearly every day. . Next

Tuesday I am going to a picnic at

the Breakwater. Mother is going to

take us. Dear ’Cousin Kate I have lots

to tell-you,.x.biit ..w ill .keep it, for next

time. Your loving Cousin, RATA.

| Dear Cousin Rata,— 1 am glad you
were pleased with your badge. If your

friend -joins us,'arid gets one too. she

will be expected to write quite often.

We are leaving the most lovely weather

hero too. but, oh, so hot. I want to just
"it still, and do nothing all day. Really*
I think wo should sleep all day and go
out at night this time of year, though
it isn’t very cool at night cither. I can

MAXWELL*

MONTAGUE
Direct Importers of

China, Glass,
and Fancy Wares :

Specially Selected for

PRESENTS.

This is THE SHOP

for PRESENTS, Pretty,

Useful, Large, or Small.

Best value in AUCKLAND.

VThe' SHOP

for

Presents,

’PHONE

709.

280, Queen Street
(Opp. Smith & Caughey).

“A Sure Cure if

used according
to instructions.”

MICHAEL RYAN, the well-

known Contractor, Kiora, Upper
West Street, Newton, Auckland,
New Zealand, states:—

Have been troubledwith Itching Piles for

12years. The irritation and'itching was so

bad that I could almost tear myself to

pieces.
Under date of October 29th, 1905,

lie writes as follows :—
I have great pleasure in giving my ex-

clusive testimonial for Peters* Pile
Cure. I find it most beneficial, and can

honestly recommend it as a sure cure if used

according toinstructions.

.did-, or write to Mr. Jtyan, if you want
further proof of the great cure effected in
his case.

It cannotbecome too generally known
that

PETERS

Pile Gure.
(EASY TO APPLY)

Quickly and Permanently Cures

BLIND, ITCHING, BLEEDING
or PROTRUDING PILES,

and is obtainable from

ALL CHEMISTS AND STOREKEEPERS.

PRICE, 1/3.

Large Box(five times the quantity)5/-

or will be sent PostFree on receipt of price by

F. A. PETERS, Sole Proprietor,

19 LORNE gj AUCKLAND.
Write for fiooklet, FREE.

The Name PETERS, Don't Forget it. Q

CAPILLA HAIR TONIC!
ANTISEPTIC I

medicinai.l

ilßKir ■ MW Destroys all microbes
an<i m,ke’ the hair Long,
Lustrous and Beautiful.

' WSJ »•« »H Cheausts, Hair-

■BC CW «rMMrs sM Stern.
BK'/'T Ss. 6d. a Bottlk.

ut. W.«d Offin: J.k.if.nand Burnt., 6, F.atk.rnttn
9treet, WtUi*gten.
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