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that he forgot all about the fioh,
when the time came for kim te return
e, lin luskel “was  bul  half full
Quickly  he rowed towsards the shore
Ahrongh the falling Jdarkness. When he
arvived at his father's hut ho eutered
with & trembling heart. ~ -

When his futher saw the eapty hasket
he canghe Juck by the collar aml beéat
hin with a tuck ik,

Tirem -u'LHnnrl.ru and sore im ‘ETE‘I‘}'
fimh he was sent off to bed.
There in the dJdarkness of his little

room, Iying upon a straw bed, he longsd
Fur what he never got—happioeas and
vheering wornds, and the soumd of o kinc
Etther's or loving muther's gentle voice.

The toun wume in through the little
simlow and shone npon this weeping
little fignre,  The atars plimered out
A< the dawn camwe up, aod found poor
Javk stilt lying, miderabla and weary,
upum his attum couch in the comer.

When (he sun was but a red blaze

upon the horizon Jack rose from  the
straw. aml leavipg the hut sailed out Lo
in his little hoat.
Soon i tame 1o the hshing ground,
and anchored his bost. He threw oot
S mets, waitel, and polled thew up.
but he vnoght no fish.  Again mnd again
e threw the vets, butb wl!'l-l no l\eth‘r
Loek than before,

The day pas<ed, the sun sct. the dark-
ness cane down, and poor Jaelk hal not
even coverwd the buttowm of his busket, .

CcFather will kill me,” he  moaued
alod, amt started to draw his mets in
for the lgat time.

Sddenty he paused.

Away on the horizon e heard a faint
Tumble, as thungh & storm of wind was
hivwing there. The rumble grew tosder
anmnd louder. aml the sea which was =0
caltn beiure begun to swish Against the
side of Back's boat.

A great darkness fell over the sca as
tie ruming approached.

“I must burry home™ thonght Tack.
Al with that he guickly palled up his
nets and starbed to row towards  the
~hore.  But bardly bad he gone a few.
yants when a steome current caught the
Tt and swirled ie onwwrds thraugh the
darkness,  Tack was powerless to re-
st and alt ln- culd du wax to cling tue
the seat and peer futo the darkness be-
furg him,  Fiery mwoment he expeeted
to see rocks ahesd afd (o cbe “dashed
against them. Hut they never came,
Amel abl he saw was -blackness on every
hand. - - - - . -

Swdhlenly right away in the darknes
be siw 4 little  white tight, which _
iwinkled like a star.  His bout wasz rush-
ing towards aml gs it came pearer,
the light urew bigger amd bigger.

“What van it be!” wondered Jack. and
ever while he was wondering the opening
1 a ureat cuve rose up before hiw, and
Wi Bwat carried by the waters rushed
inte it

T lmlwh areat eryvstal corriders he was
ough roums of  guld  and
Through grewt halls of coral

l\l\m.
all ut whick were lit up with wmyriads
aind myrimds of ling red lamps,

The farther his boat went the slower

it travelled, untii preseniiy it
alvogether,

ek fonnd himzelf im a great big hall
with crystal pHlars, and a  bright-red
vorml oo, The cviling was of solid
pobd, el from it hnng down tittle tiny
laweps, mude of real red pearls. which
are only seen in magie lank.  dack got
our of his bat, anc! liwked srouml hun.
Priwent!y his efis travelled to the other
of the hall 'wnd there he saw same-

ing that startled him,

~eatedl upon a little atunl hefore a
bilazing tire was u biny little goblin.  He
waz ressed Trom head to foot in shin-

stopped

ing ookl In Wie land he held a red-hot
poher.  This he kept thrusting into the
fire, Every time he pualled it out he

parf at il intently. blew on it. lml
exclaimed, It b not hot engugh yet.”

\h.mh-rmg. fnck approached the hllle
o nlt”] .

wir” he sabl when he came near. ©'L
an oasrly deail with hunger, Can gou
Kite e un\.ll:lng to eat?” - I

The goblin turned quickly roumd. and
Jurk saw the ugliest litt'e nian in atl
the world. 1 had an uwl’s [uce with
two wickeld twinkling eyes.

“tertainly” waid the goblin with
Vva, “just fnllow nye” .

Along eorridors amd  thronxh  vast
Tiwemy bk wus led, until he cume to &
litte irom duer.

The golin opened Lhis.

“Ntep inS" he said, “and 1 will turn the
Nighta g

Afck didd an he was told. ancd found
hivrielf in darkness,  Aa he stoond wait-
e for the gwhiin to lollow he heara s
baag behivd him, and turning quickly

and
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round discovered that the dvor was shut,
and that he was a prisoner,

From the other sude of the door ranre -
& wivked thuxkl!‘ lnd the guhhns vuhe

‘s, ha, Ba? Ynu iuullsh lltlle boy.
You bolish little boy. In a few hours
when that poker kot endupzh 1 will
toich you with it-aml you wilt b(- turned
mm a piece of ~eaweed,”

*Amd with that he \\oul nwuy and all
Wwas xilemee.

dack diwovered by feeting with his
Dhapds that. lie was in-a. little iron celt,
In a coroer he found s stoely and zirs
ting down on this he tried to think what
he shoukl do. .

While he =at there in the darkness he
hennl a voice, the sweet soft voice of &
wirl. rnized in wong.  So pure, so gentis,
a0 meldivus were the notes t he was
oo bt in rliapaolies of jay, and could
do nothing but sit and liaten.

These were the wornls thar the smrver
sang:

l ||-| Iust to the world In thiz dark, durk

w |I\'1' l was st by g gohlin's wpetl:

Al kb lenx for thoannalilne thebints, and
fur the suushliue, the birds, aud
e
Kiss of the
suwers,

T u-u\h o( my tather's dear lllu 10 Wy

The

der, and awest geutle

Ax l aLl. in this darknezs weeping alove.  *
But here | o prisones for ever nowst bes,
Alone with my tears wid deep mlur;.

CSluwly  the sweeb voice fad.e.l away
wntil there was ~ilence again, -

For a time Jack sat fost in thought,-
aml then soddenly jumping up. be de-
teemimsd to ['M“I]\e and rescue the owner
of that lovely veice. .

Now Jdack’s commap-cense  tohd  him
that as Le had heard the worda of the
wong su distinetly there must be sole

arpned he. “in & closed  irom
wounld hear acarcely snything” .
roumd the rpom Juek felt care-
Lut he could find
uy opening.  For halt-ai-hour he con-
timreed at this tusk, and then giving it
up ax hopeless, be =at on hls stool agsin,
aud wonll have given way to dt-pulr it
an idex had nnt mmr to him.

(vt
fully wirh his bamls,

“How #illy of me” e cried. ’u\mpln"
up “thow -|l|1. of me nog bt think of it
bhefore,

Taking Ihv “stool he
the wall, aad standing
Jiix hami over the iron

[vlurﬁl it against
upuvnr thiy passed
apove his head.

Presently  he gave & - little  ery
cof joy. For his band  suddenty
dizcovered nn opening s tl

wall! By feeling carwjully he wseertain-’
ed that it was a fairly lurge hole, and
that it would probably be large cnough
fur him to scramble through.

.iu a moment Jack had pulled himself
np. dmb syuevsed bis showlders throogth
the bolw. Then drawing the rest of his
body thromeh he jumped upsards, and
found himseif standing upon w little bed
o straw,

For a few moments he could sre no-
thing but blacvkuess all around hin. end
thea swklenly, a3 his eyes gub used to
the dark, he male ut the graceful
fwure of a girl knevling upou o kel of
atraw, :

Never inall his 1ife, in alt hiz dreams,
Lael Jack seen or picturel o bewutiful
. b,

Her sweet face. white with suflering, .
wan upluried towards a dinly-lic win-
tow; her golden hair, soft as the sun-
tiht was scattered in profusion aboug
her: ler pretty littie haods wer: held

. up in prayer, and greal itom chauﬁ \u-re

tixed to her pretiy wmt"
“No this in the singer,” thought Jack,
In & muuent he uval.ber, and swore

to rescue her it he lost his life in so do- -

ing.

Going forward he apuke to ber ¢s
gently as he could,
- “Dear mnden, he said, 'L I.m\
to save you” -

- The girl jumped up with 2 litil=" t\*_f
of fright,

“Wha are youl™ J‘\'- nlml \N'\ s
trembling voice,

“I am & fisher bo_'(. I\hl Jl(-l. bl §
wag shut np like you 10 one of ithe sea-
zoblin's eells. But | have esnped, and L
mean to belp you to do the same”™

A light of joy came into tne mtiden's
face, and taking one of Jack’s hanils shic
Kissed it passionatetly.

**Ihar. brave boy,” she said, “oh! hm\‘
I hope you may find a way ol cscape.
1 huve been m - this Jeaury davksome
place for a long, long time. Afore than
two' yeara ago I, Princeas Mildred, was
atolen away from my father’s paluce
by the sea-goblins, and bronght to this
dreadful place.™ . - ... . -.

Hardly had she finished speaking
when far away in some distant: hall of
the palace they heard a great roar of
Toices. erying out in anger. Jack inew
in a mement that the sea-pobling hu.l
discovered his escape.

+ “Princess Mildred,” be sail, “we
get away from Bere, Cowme, follow v

Then, followed by the I'rincesa’
rushed dowm the dimly-lit corridor
yuickly as. ke could. At the end ke
stopped, for he heard a funny voice ¢ry-
ing:

CDemt leave e here, gosd people,

eome

a3

[!‘1 v
Guoing to ihe cell, Jack opensd the
door. Dut stuggered the funpiest-look-

ing mortal alive. A little tiny man,
dressed in armour much too large for
him. and carrving u sword as big as him.
self. The armcur was pul on the wiong
way. and cavred him to look a very
funny awnectacle, -

“I am 1 pirale knight.,” he <xid, with
a sigh, “Bit how I do wish [ had pever
lefy my tumip fields, for 1 shall never
learn low te fight.”

“Lrive Ie that sword,” said Jack.
will be of more. use tu me Lhan L%
Come slong. Hurry up

Off he started again, anid Prineess Mil-
dred, and the funny little knight fullow-
ed quickly after him. .

Presently they cane to a coral Cave,
aud Jack ‘-topped rusning, for he knew
it to be the hall where he lad beea
heought by the current in the sea, At
the further end sat the ugly little sea-
goblin with the red-lot poker in his
hand. Widding the princess and the
pirate kuight stop where they were, Jack
moved rarefully and slowly towards the
mannikin, In his haud he held tbo little
knight's sword. -

Suddenly the goblin lurm.-d round and
saw Juck nppruauhmg Giving vent to
a weird shitiek, he jumped up and rush-
el towards bim.

“It

The fisher boy stepped back and r.aié-y

. furious
with the

ed his sword. The little gnl
with anger. struck at bhim
poker.
as it travelledd through the air, and a
quick leap from Jack as he got out of
its way, then with a shower of spatks
it smashed to pieces wpon the rolden
pavemeant.

taising his aword Jack struck the
Ugly sea-goblin to the grouml

There was » flush of blue light

,Anunediately_there was beard a great
rumhlm_ of thunder, and all the Ilghr.l
©f the paluce went ovut, and Jack and
his .companions were left in ulter dark
ness,

As they sfaod wuadering- what would
happen they heard the sound of sweet
wiwiic apprusching in the distance, and
then s great golden ship Lit up with
silver lights came out of fhe dirkuess
and floaated towards them down the same
strenm that had Dbrought Jick to the
wve. L. . .

On eame the golden ship until it wan
opposite Juack, and then it stopped, and
the beautiful wmusme stopped too, | -

Then a little voive tried: E
Comn

“Come aboard, brave Jack.
aboard Princess Mildred and Pirale
Knight.”

A small golien ladder came down

from the ship's side, but Jack could kes
po one lowering it. noy coull he see tha
persou whe had called £2 him,

Quickly be ran to !ha place where e
had Jeft his companions. Taking Drine
vess Mikdrad by the bLand le led hier
towards the ahip. bidding the knigat
follow them. They (ame to the ships
side and mounted the little golden lad.
der, until they stood uwpoen the deot,
There a beautiful sight stretchied befora
them. In the centre of the ship, a few
feet below them, lay the most beautiful
garden that wax ever seen.

A mass af sweetly eoloured flowers,
great and small, grew there, fowees

" . every volonr of the rainhow, and green

shrubs and grasay banks lig “dolted
here and there. Before them streiched
a path of bright red roses, which wade
the air fragrunt with thmr scent.

While llue_) stood lwoking im won lel‘
about them, a little fairy with goldem
wings suddenly appeared. . .

“Brave Jack” she ctied, “do you re-
member a little mermaid that vnca ap-
peared to you?” -

“Remember her’ eried Jack, “why, 1

have mever missed a day without think.
ing of her.”
“That mermaid,” said the fairy, “ia
our ruler, the Quﬂ-n of the Xea-Fairics,
and she has sent me Lo bring you to
her.? . .

0 3aying she led them down the path
of roses until they dame to a fairy
bower, Here hundreds and ihwusands
of fairies skipped spd play~l  Some
were dressed in gold, some in silver,
some in purple, some in red; and some
it pure white, Round and round fkey
went, skipping and jumping. and ihrow-
ing roses in the air. But when they
saw Juck they all alopped .m(l cned jl))--
ously:

“Heres the brave boy
us.”

Then they cheered henl‘hl-.. and threw
showers of reses over Jack aad his com-
Tades,

When the shouting had dled down s
little vyive cried:

"Bra\e Jack, I am glad that you ars
come.”

The fisher boy turned round at t!m
sound. and saw seated upon a bank of
Howers the pretty little mermaid wha
had appeared to him while he had Dbeea
fishing from lis Loat.

“1lear boy,” she conmtinued, “we fairies
are very grateful to you, You have
saved us from the wicked sea-goblim,
who, if you had oot come, woull have
kilted everyune of uz, And we all thank
you very mwuch. and wish to reward you.
Therefore we have givea'you the puwer
to ebtain everything you wish for a
whole year, Now go with little Golden

thnt snred.
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