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HEY carcied eijzarettes apd TFur-
Lish coffer Lo a terrace above the
alacis of the castle, and thither
I fellowed the Governor when
-dinner was dend. A 1adiant
sanser followed upon a "day of torrid
beat and burning winds. The distunt
‘Adrintic had that shimwer of hary light
shich iy the sftermath of a swmmers
day. a3 the sum of Dalmatia knows it
Even the dwellers upon the mountain
&itke mmphmﬂl.
© 1 Wal been throvgh \[)ntenecru anid
was relurnivg homo by Trieate and lhe
Adrialic sea. Al tie world mowadiys
kaows thorse gloriois . waters, and -the
cruntless islamls are marked dowa in
every tourist's vodemeomin. Then it was
very different. -Awstria bad just enter-
el wupon her dominion of the Nimtes,
Zhere were hrizandy abundant. You

could ge. Reld to” 1unscrn and: robbed

almgst o any klard yoir cared to bame:

Trayel was adventure worthy the name.

1 rewember that an Austrian offiver ai
Methoviteh  cadticnad mie not ito Fen
zure amongihe peoplé of the hills on
woy pretence wiratevar, - “They ara all
1hieves™ he said, “even the saldiera
Keep "ot the ship and you will be all
rizht., OQur  falks
ashure. We.are still shooting, but the
mork i alow.” .

The advice was wholrome, amt I took
it. Not until we toucled at Lhe port of
Epalato did 1 lea¥e the Austrian-Lloxd
acamer at sll, apd tien it was metely
to carry @ letter of introduction o the
Giovernor. given me. by tiis timorous
friend at Metkovitch, Here, aa elze-
where, 1 found the Anstrian official the
wonst delightiul per-oa in Europe. The
tiovernor was up at the forivess in the
hills, =aid the youwny capiain in charge.
aml, if 1 cared te 2 us far, he’would
aend an exvort with we. The invitation
hal & nise sonwl, and T determined to
mizs w steamer and take advantage «of
it.  After all, there iz something pic-
turesque io being robbed by mountain
Lrigaints—and what » tale woukl it be
fur smoking rooms ustit the end of my
days

let me atate wt once that thiz pious
hope of polite brigandage was not de-
stined tn-be futfllel, I had an escort of
balf-a-dozen splendidly mounted hué<ars,
wnd ey were as unliké brigands as any
ialf-a-loren hussar~ could be. The road
itzelf. windiex up from the sea” anidat
green  mountains  and  sweet-amelling
pines, 1 found, beyand words piciares
«que, Here fresh breezea tempered the
pursuing beat and bade the traveller
Live again, " The solitudes were - im-

lppe-r.

‘eannet hebp Fyou -

WITH PERFECT COMFORT."

mense, and of insurpassable majesty.
Nor did the castle itself strike 2 dis-
cord im this gamut of pleasing har.
monies. Such 2 castle it was as the
secomnd Mahomel might have built, or
Caesar hinrelf have overthrown; 4 veri-
table fortrexs of the hills; a granite
keep. superb in its isolation and its dig-
lflil-_\r. A3 for the (avernor, he tersivel
me with the characieristic hospitality
of his rate, Strangers were rare enough
in that lonely mountain vastness that
he would readily part with ome,

“I will show you the hilla,” he suig,
eurnestly, “we have fishing which can-
not be bettered. and shooting as good.
1 can promize you anything from a bear
to an african snipe. The country is r>
warkable~—so are the peopie, 2 Littis
oo remarkable sometimes. We are
shuolina one of them at dawn to-mor-
Tow—a . = ireeper- from. Zara. . |
don't kuuw nhetlier you have ¢ver seen

“a nan shot, but I ¥ou haven't, this
I'll tell “vou

affair oy interest pZETS
:‘the'.:lorv after dinmer—it's characrer-
istic o the place und-‘GF the temper” L

n&ve to deal with.” =
All this, mind you, l'rom a plu;ant-
: faved: old gemleman with white whis-
Kers and brighi blue eyes, 2ad the as-
peet of a saint in the p'cture. Had be
been apeaking of the contemplated ex-
ecution of a fowl he could nat nave

referred to the subject lesa sericusly. -

For miself [ but dimly underaiood that
. & man was to be stot. amd that 1 was
invited to witness his execmtion. A
traly RBritish horror of such spectacles
found some exprezsion. L suppose,in my
manner and beaviog. 1 was profoundly
interested and yet fmankly a coward in
the matter. The Goverpor perveived as
much and turned the subject adroitly.
“I must {ell them to zet 3 good hérse
for you,” he said, “we will start out
early to-morrow aopd seec what we can
kill. Or, if you prefer to fish, { can ar-
range it. Perhaps you may play pie-
quet? That would le great good news.™
I told him that T did play picquet and

g0 Allet his beart with joy. Kvidently
he Lad déterminel tu make s prisoner
of ‘me and he. it appeared, was ths verit-
able social brigand against wiom [ had
been warned. Fliz louely life he led up
there iz the hills undoultedly account.d
for his ecarmest desire that [ ahould re-
main his guext for snme weeka It iz
true that he bad a squadron of hussars
im the ciladel, hut the officers were nob
. much to his likiog, and I.imagined that
the presence of a stranger whu shot and
~fisled and played picquet was » god-.
send—even if that atranger had display-

ol no overmastering joy when he heard
that there was & man Lo be cxecuted at
dawn to-morrow.

It was astonishing, upon my part, how
this hint of & grim tragely, so seon o
be played within these mioustrous walls,
ran in my head and would mot be dis.
turbed. I ecouldl think of nothing ebss,
The wery isolation of the scene, the ma-
jeaty of the bill-landa, the stories 1 hald
heard of their Tomance and their dauger
nee ntuated the sense of awe with which
Lthe Uovernar's catlons worls had Slled
me. A man to die at dawn to-morrow!
Had I been a son of the Adriatie such an
intimation would have left me quite in-
ditfferent. Life is cheap in Dalmatia and
what i1 it to any man that aneiler
must di=t My very judgment of the oll
Governor may have been harsh and mise
placed. He was there to rule thewe pro-
vinces in the name of Austria and duty
must be donme. A moment's retection,
as T dresamd for dinrer, reminded me that
1 koew bLut little of the condemned man's
atory and must wait to hear it before I
could pronounc: an opinion, The young
frooper might be nothing better than
common brigamd of the aill sile, Toe
Governor alune could tell me.

This confidence eame when our dinner
had b n catan and the colfee carried to
the terrace above the glacis, 1t was at
tiris moment that we were joined by aa
olt [taliun priest. old encugh. it appear-
e, to remember the days when Spalate
belonged to Ttaly—and be, to my satis-
faction, at oree raised the subject in
which the Guvernor had interestedd me
so profoundly. 1 gathercd that lie was
but lately come frum the condepned
man's ccll and not enly this, but that
some question of the lad's guilk or inno-
eence ¥eb reinained wnsolved. A rapid
converaation b Uween priest and Gover-
nor in the tricky [talinn dialect of the
coast left me little wi-er tham before;
hut when out cigata had baen lghted and
liueurs served, ey amizble hodt ut onee
gratificdl my curiosily and spoke of Ue
prisoner. . .

“It i+ & most serious ease” le said—
“here is & young soldier named Sandra
acceused of striking ap officer in defenee
of & young wonan to whom he was pas-
sivnately attached. He is condemned hy
1he court at Tdvno, not for striking the
cfticer—ubout which there is =omne Joubt
~—but for murdering the vory girl who
was the author of the trouble. This dis-
trict, &% you may knew, ix. for the time
being, under what i+ peacticably mariisl
law. There have heey 20 many owl ruges,
so much disorder everywhere that my
Uorernment s determined to establiah
its authority st any price and will do

80 a3 auceewsfally in Dalmatin as wa
hare already doune it in Herzogovina and
the South, [ am sorry for e lad and
in.re i3 an clemeut of mystery in the
case which [ do not altogetlier live That,
however, is Not my business.  Sandra
must die at dawn. T eould oot pardon’
hiim against (he pulguent of the Courk
ualeaa the evidencs
uverw hzlmit My own
really very limited.”

He appeal:d 1o the old prie-t.
suppocted his view will animation.
“The fact is, signer” Xe sald. “we are
not—his exeellency and I—we are not
alwolutely eonv inced tiat the girl =

dead.™

I stared at them in amazement,

“Not convinesd that she is dend and
Fet youo will shoot the man! s Lhat
Balmatian jm—tioe. excellency ;

Ime priest shrugged his shoulders.’

“There hed bees & brawl at the inn
and the girl, Lucy, was picksd up-in-
sensible. 1 saw her my.eif that night
and certuintdy she appearsl to be dead]
Waal folluws then? e learn thak
they earvied the lody to Strepitza lo
bury it 1 send soine hussavs over 1o
Strepitra aml Lhey ean learn nothing
of the aatter. We know that the wn-
keeper, Lucy's fatker, did not wish her

in his lavour wera
prevogative i

who

to warry Mandra. 1 oconfess my  per-
plesity.  His exceilency caunat  hdp
me. What wouhl yon do timder such
cireumstanees, signor?”

“Muspend all jndgment until tie trulk
i3 kKhown., Yo eannok suou: a man for
a munder e has nol eunnmitted, rever-
euee. Fhat would le a crinre Against
Our conen humani

“There ¥ na otlicial erime in Dal-
matia bt that of official hackward-
nes<” the Governor rejoined,

[ coull se¢ nune the less Lhat e was

ot convined,  There  weve =emls ot
hesitation already taking root in a d
position which Jdid net ek sywmpathy.

TLovenments which  vule aavage
counntrica vannat du so with 5 white
¥ode in the button bhole” e ran on —
“{ must show them in Vienua that 1

mean to make the  mountains sufe,
What would be <abd if [ pardoneld this
man without fuethior eyvidence?  Would
they ot el me a faintheart who was

al=u gomething of a cuwanl. N, no,
I wiust do oy cduty, Tt een bz aeihing
to me oflivid!ly whether the gicl ba

ulive or dead,”

He persisted in Uhis, aml yet [ per-
ceived plainty  dbhat lis Juty was al
borrent to him, We had argued the
point & hundred tines, [ suippose, when
he | ased to me that | oahouid sce
the prisouev, and jumping at his invila-
tinn, 1 folowed hiwl from the terimce
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