selle Valiant's act, naturally Durrah had
& feeling of anviety that it should be
& sneeess, but ke was not worrying.
lie had seem the thing work to perfec
tivn at rehearsal many times, and ke
kad such full onfidence in the “arrom™

—.Abarbamell—thit he was »pot dis-
turled. It was the aim of La Ehelle to
produce an entirely new act in each
capital visited, and “The Flight of the
Human A.rrow bad beem as eatemsive
1y billed in Berlin as the “Lady and the
Lion*” sotomobile act in Paris.

During the intermission hetween the
previous act, af itself & thriller, and the
one to follow, which was to <convlude
the Pl‘l-ol'llﬂllﬂ‘ the andience had =
moment’s respite, while the bami played

a favourite tune of the fatherland.

At the same time the speetators
watlched euriousty the big muchine—
described 23 au “arbalest” in the adver-
tiements—which was being dragped
out on jts wheels juto the enire of the
arcma, the stringing of the nets, the
hanging of the target, and other excit-
ing preparations necessary in the risking
of a man's kife.

A3 the¢ band ceased playing. the bix
aunctacer, with magnificent air of im-
pressiteness, band  raiced to command
silenwe, stepped forwanl and described
1h¢ natore of the act to follow. Espee
ial stress be lakd upon the fact that the
slightest wiscalcutation would hmrl the
datring performer to imstant death. but
such a contingemey. he ha~tencd to ex-
plain, was most fmuprotable, with the
inGnite eare taken to aveid accident.

He was through. Arain the hend
wtarted & lively air  Darrah stood at
his station, wateh in band,
ing eazerly for the entrance of the lithe,
athletic figore of Abarbunell, in his at-
tire of =teel mesh.

No Abarbanell! The dressing-ten?
euriain was purtly withdraws, Darrah
eould see the performers grouped about
it. bat the “arrow”™ did mot came.

Parrah grew mpatient, his face red-
dened, be mave a ztariled look at La
Ehelle standing uear, Leenly alert, but
showing wo sign o{ concern. touched
1he rloetrie signal for the band-master
aud the music blared oot again.  Cer-
tainly mow Abartanell would appear.

erec: mane- -
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Darrah thouzht, gnawing his monstache
with nervousness, aed multerivg ana-
themas,

'l wee that this delay cosla hmn
fifty,” be told himself, ~The Dist Lamne,
too—delaying!™

5till no Abartenell. Dsrrab was
fisdzeting like a schoolgirl, He beck-
oned to Abmrbapell’s dresser, amnd at-
tendant, standing at the arlalest, ready
Lo asmist his muster to go through tbe
hazarlous act.

“Where the devil i2 he? askel Dar
rak of the atiewdant, with a fieree aeowl
i The man was coned, and seemed
loath to speak.

“Where is
rah again.

. The ansmer was not alrulated to
have & iogtling effect on the equestyrian
director.

“L haven't scen hiin sinee last night,

he?t" demanded Dar-

Mr Dairah. Guod knows I wish I
knew where he waz. I've hunted every-
where,” be declared in & whicper.

Darrah waited to hear mo more. First
he started to walk fast; the farther
he wment Lhe greader grew his speed,
untid by the time he bad reached the
dressing-tent emtrance he was on a mmn,

Once incide. b hurried irantically to
the spot down the “performers’ altey,”
where the trunk awnd the belongings of
the rpecialty artist were Jocated, but
only the watrhman was there keeping
an eye on the mea’s articles of apparel
He had not seon Abarbanell. and sup-
posed he had wade hix entranee. A
messenger was sent to the slecping-car
not far away. No Abarbanell!

Carealh retumnsd to the ring, won--

dering if he was not the victim of =
mizhimare. All he saw in the big tent
was a white wall of actusing. speering
faces—or it seelled =0 Lo Lis strained
nerves.  The hisses, famt at frst, which
came to his ears from different seetions,
were not imagined. They grew in vol-
ame, tin:d spectalors bevoming bolder.

The equ-striam  difector was  wild
with ragx., abnost overwhebmed with
despair. Al he could do was to shake
hizs head, make pantomime representa-
tions of a man whe has dene all ke
eould.

There was no help for it. As the

hising, yells of disapproval, word
ejuivalenls in German of “Fake, fake”
rowe from everywhere, people standing
up in tbeir seata ami demamding their
muney to e returned, Darruk gut the
car of the aBnouncer.

Presently this leather-lunged, wnadiz-
turbed perscuage was  bellowing out
above ilbhg uproar that, owiog to the
unexpluained abscuce of the performer,
ibe  “Flight of-the Human-Arroa™  act
would have to be abandoned for that
one performance.

A3 the people filad out. some thieat-
ening, others yelling derision, they left
A disheartened eguesirian director,

It was the first time the circus had
failed to live up to the strict Jetter of
iz sdvertizeents, Darrah had been
with il for years, and he knew its tra-
ditions,

From anger and chagrin, Darmah
changed te Jismay over the prospect of
apything serious having occurred to
the “arrox.” That act was but ene of
three in the whole show which did nnt
adwit of an umberstudr. Alarbeneil
had intented the aet bimself. and no one
had beem instrueted how 1o take the
inventor’s place should anything befali
It was a me3t harzanlous feat, which
rfqul.red not enly nerve, but knowhedge
of & peculiar port—a special manner of
holding the body rigid, to ensure safoty
apd a proper flight through the air
Atarluncit stood alone in this regard.

When the act was engaged it had
been La Shelle's iptentionm to introduce
it to the Loodon public at a returmn en-
zagenwnt, bul an outbresk of epizootic
suwong the horses in London had ecaused
a postponement of the visit to Englaml.
and a quick substitution of a route
through UGenmany instead.

It was with many misgivings i1hat
Tamah had hurmied search made for
the absent one. f cour<we he inguired
of Misa Dollie Del Manie, premiere
equesirienns of the show, when last she
had =een Abarbanell, Miaa Del dlonte
was & dashing little erealnrs, with
bright eves, awd pink-and white com-
plexion, which made her seemy more a
native of Berlin than New York, where
she had been born of (Zerman parents.

“Lovis? I have not scem him since

11." she

10 tent
wWhniing to see o lhe arlulﬂ-l wam
shippeed (L K., aml feft me™

Se appwearel  anxwus abont  lhim,
which was only natasal, con-md-ring the
fact that ke aml Miss Dol Monte wers
engaged, 1 owas Abarbaneis sevond
saron wilh the =how, 1l had slarted
in with a hor-e art, being & daring rider,
and had later trained & troop of cuiras-
~ers— suppoed 1o be  direct from
Fiane—who-r perieet  exolutiona  on
bursehack eclipaod anytbing of the Lind
Een previoasly,

Search high. search low, they coud
not fiml the missing man. What come-
plicated matters till more was 1bat &
newlyvatpdoyiet porter vf Lhe sleeping-
wir coull not 1emeber whether he had
made up Abiarhanclla lerth that morm-
ing or not.  'be pequiar porler, AR
Aneriean, hand  disappeared, and b
place had bern §ille] by Lhia man, an-
viher Amerian, representing hiweli an
an ex-sailar, picked up m Paris,

After running Jdown  every possible
clue to discnver the whereabouts of the
atisking man. Darrak put the matter wp
to La whelle.

“I’s pretty hard on w, boss” ke
said. “We all know how parbicular
these Gennans are about haviag every-
thing advertised acrivally ween in the
yerformance. It will mesn & heavy fine
with the “arrow’ business missing. Fu-
clEes wan't gol”

La sheile’s face was inscrniahle for &
moment 35 he Jovked at the equesiriam -
director, then his eves shome fiercely,

“Well bave to take in a lot of money,
to wake up our dmsea,” he dectared
oolly, “What with possible fines amd
the cleaning out of owr ticket-wagom
hast night. it will wmake us husite to pay,

ruih

expenses”
“You den’t mran ihat the ticket-
wazen was Toblewt, MF la  Shellet®

blurted ont the direclor huskily. 1lis
fare was il picline of astomisisecnt,
=Fhats what 1 :lo meaws exactly,™
waa La Shelle’s response. “During L8
trip last night the ticket-wagon doof
was npened, amd the contents of the
=afe. including most of ithe reeeipia
from the day’s performances, were stee
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