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Wet Fly Fishing for Brown
. Trout in New Zealand

By G. D). HAMILTON,

Author of Trout Fishing and fport in Maoriland,” cte, ele.
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{See Ilustration, puge 2.}
AVING dealt with the reel lines
and the gut Enes, it will not bz
awiss to remind the compsra-
tive beginner tlint no more reel

ling sheuld Le out than is need-

od. to keep out of sizht of the trout,
awd to reach whete they are Fying. The
line there is out the more diffi-
eult it is to caut acewrnicly and lightly.
In striking, the more line tlicie is out
the move sag or slack lise there is to
bring up before the wovement of the
tod cubled “striking™ is feit at the fly,
amd 20 the result of the styike is slower
than with a shorter and straighter line.
Also, in pluying fish  after they are
Loo . 1o mere iine shoutd be out, if
possihle, thaw is reyuired to enable ihe
augler to keep abreast of, er rather
- down stream, from the fixh. The
shotter the line out in reszson the more
the fish is under controb for guidanez;
the less likely the line is to  det ems
tungled in snags; the less effect the
winidl or rmning water witl have on
it; aml the less .chamee ther? will be
of its being cut o broken, Of course
it will pat be lost sight of that a hooked
fish must ot be pulled against the cur-
rent, unlezs - unavoidable, 1t is misn
well to remember that the less a
lLooked fish 1ees of the angler, wuntil
agrownd. the Detter—ihe sight only in-
ereases its atruggles with a corvespond-
ing ehanee of estupe. 1 huve for many
years used a lunding met of my own
design. For New Zealund trout of
medium size it is nmde of hard black
or tauncd cord, fourteen inches deep
when shrunk, with a mesh one and o-
Talt or two inches, on each sidle. The
net is forty-six inclhes in circumference
at the frame, and hos a small lead, like
2 pistol bullet, fastened tn the lower
point of ithe net. I'kis helps to sink
the nuet in the water when being used
to land a fish.  The foame is best made
of Yght Axt apring steel. § inch wide,
tdge up. brazed toscther where is is
d@rviven into the hawdic. which is prolect-
ed by a streng short fervule, inte wlhich
the frawe is sunk to the depth of its
‘width, It has a straight side twenty
inches lomg, and is twelve inchies across
from this to the handle, The sides of
ihe frame form the sepment of o cir-
cle.  ‘The bandle is of ash or hickory
aboul two or three feet fong, three quar-
ter inch diameter, dressed with raw
linsecd oil. The met and handle websh
about three-guarters of a lb. The net

maore

van be carried on the fishing ‘bag,
when  the band  of the bag is worn
{a3a it . should be) aver - the
left  shwdder, 88 a loop abont twe

or theee inches broad, the full width of
the band, can be pliced on the band
where band and bag mect. This loop
will take the hendle.  The net will then
he behind ke left shoulder--a ring of
cord round the band will serve the same
purpese. A cord fastened to the mid-
dle of the straight side, passed over
the lvft shoulder, and securel by a loop
over a Tront buttun of the coat, will
prevent it being dropped. This card
ean be kept  from slding  <dowe the
shoulder by something in the nafure of
A high lotton sewn ou the cont about
four inches  above the point  of the
shaulder,  Wlhen carried  in this way
1lie hndle shoutd nat be more than two
feet loug, unless telescopic, otherwiso
it will interfere with walking, Car-
ried in thin way the net is quite ont of
the way of walking. wading, ne flshing
uutil wanted, A little practive is yo-
quired at fivat in mdjusting the not for
eurrying. - .

¥Yaplier in these eketehes T alluded fo
the jucsuvenicnce ocensionnily eaused by
Buoking two good treut at the same

time, and from among vany others give
ibe following iustunce. One summer
just before durk I saw some good trout
feeding. sod hanlly msking o pereepti-
ble mark on the surface of the water
of the amooth shallow edae of a rupld,
the waters of the bank T was on giad-
ually ending in fat shingle, After two
or throe casts with searcely s pere-pti-
bLle rise, [ hooked what promised to
be & goed fish that withoui awny rush
went steadily sud heavily wp and al-
most across the stream for pevhaps six-
ty yards, and theu as steadily and heavi-
ly it tuvoned doswn stream.  As T gently
‘took in line, all at ooee the kine stacken-
en aad eame in. It wus now nearly
dark aud I thought perhups that the
holld had broken. Ifawever, [ found
the gut hud broken just wheve tie upper
dropper joied 1he custing I'ne, 5t was
strong, clean, welt-soaked put jus=t put
on for night (shing. It was too dark
to put on & ivesh cast of flies, so. [
went back some three hundved yards to
the house, Next night, just before dark,
1 went back to the same plice and al-
most immedintely Linoked a fair fixh that
nmiade a good fight, and took exactly the
salie eourse as was taken by the lust
fisk ihe vight before. It was not land-
ed uetil davk, When I touk the fly
out of its maenth T was anrprised to find
only about eight inclies of gnt on it
and thought what a singnlar escapes

 from losing the fish, and then put the

fly in my hat and the fish in the bag.
The line, howuver, scemed to be fonk
of the bngy somechow. apd on inveslig:t-
ing, found that it was mot broken, amd
‘that the Bsh was still fast to the line
by the fiy it had been ecaught with.
The fly wilh the hroken gut on it wns
one of those taken by the two tromt
when they broke the line between them
the previous night,  As there were no
other heoks of my pattern there was
no doubt. about the ideniily of the fiy.
The trout thus captured was a little
over two and w-halé pounda, There
is no doubt that the iroub not recap-

tured was mueh heavier, and had taken

the dropper ily where the line was
broken.  Most of the trout af the place
were from three to five pounds,
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The New Chinese Railway.

While the great wasd of the Clhivese
people is still wnuifertial le any appre-
ciuble degres by the iulluences at work
for change in the ¥ar Kast set in
wotion by Japaw, it is an undeubled
fuct that the merchant classes of China
have awwkened to a knowladge of the
immense benefits derivable from u proper
developnwent of the natural resonvees of
their couniry, A siviking illustration of
this fact is {0 be 2een in (he work now
being wuslertaken for the extension of the
railway system througheut the land.
Titherto railwuy construction in Ching
hag beea initiated and earvied out Ly
Furopean coucvssionaries in the face of
every ubsinele tlat & corrupt auaularin-
aie and an fgnorant. superstitious popu-
luce bave thought it to ereate for ile
purpoce of proventing and  lmupering
agch enlerprise.  Hut now the era has
dawned for lhe work to be done wader
Chivese auspices, mwl the principle is
being enunvinted thal the numerons cons
cessiond  already granted to forcipuers
muat revert in course of time to the
Cliinese Governmoent,  When it i re-
membered that there are only plout three
thourand miles of railway opea in the
territorier known as 1be Cliinese Kmypive,
whiel has au arca of nearly twao miilion
miles, and which embracea a population
of over fur hundeed million people, it

will te revouniaml Wi n o illimitable
floll is there for milway eonstruclive
enterprine. -

The wmost fmpovtant Jive of railway
now rapidly n g it completion in
Clidt, exeliding that built by Ruossi in
Manclinria, is the ar yet unbni=lvwid one
from Peking to Canton, and the history
of ita evolution iz of both great polit
amnd comut reinl interest. . Tue con
pion for the constvuctiom of the fiest
stuga of the line. from Peking to Wu-
chang, wua given to & syanlicate cotpo-ed
of French aud Belgian eapitali=1s.  Onee
they had  Recursd Lhe ecuncession, the
manbers of the syndicate comnnenes| to
organize their plaus for the work of con-
struvtion with a promptitnde aml thor-
osgliness of altention to & tail sudly
Tavking in net w few instances on the
part of British companics in Ching en-
gaped 0 shnilar undertakings,  Progress
was ~low owing to the extraordinary
diflienltive met with in the counlry se-
leck:d for the poute, and to the long time
it took for the arrivel of the fresk nssist-
nnce so often newled tran Furope to
meet unexpected requirem nls. By the
end of st year the line wns ready for n
lintited amount of tralfic 10 be borne
upon it, and its future success assurdl
as the chicf artery of communication
hetween the provinees of North China,
1t s seven hundred miles i length, and
constitutes a motable wmblitien to th»
engineering  nchievewwnts  necousplished
by the combinat'on of forcign skill and
capital in the Midlle Kingdom. Ita ter-
minus, Wactang, id a busy towa situated
on the west bank of the Yang-t<ze river.
On the olhey side of the Yany tsye is the
large aud flonri-hing e of Hunkow,
destined ouwe day to rival, if not te sur-
pass, Sianghai as & commercinl centre.

Tihe steady aml soecessiol progress
male by the Furopean enuntinental syn-
dicate i linking togetler Peking auid

SWaechang had no evanterpart in the tusk

wtlertaken by the  Awmevien-China De-
velopment €'ompany Lo establish raibwey

eonnunication  bebween  Canton aud
Hakow, The distance etween these
two citics is eizht bundred amdl  fifty

miles, and the track marked out for the
railway stretehed aeross Il admiraby
adapted for construction purposes, 1
ing the fiest few months of its working
fhe caterprise was beomsl i a charae-
teristically American manner. A double-
tracked brameh-liue was  opened  from
‘Ehekwaitong, a tewn on the solhern
side of the Bhukinng river. opposite tan-
ton, tv Fatshan, forebeen miles nway.
Fhis line was soon afterwarils extewded
by o single tracrk to Sams=hni, or Three
tivers, the total ength of it from Nhek-
waitorng bLeing thirty-twe miles.  When
ready it was immediately opened  to
trallic, and paid exceedingly well, ihe
{'hinese by their patronage of it showing
that they know how Lo appreciate quick
methods of travel. even  thongh  the
sparits of the dead in their graves may
he disturbed by the “Hre devils™ of the
Westorn batbarians.  The volling-stock
in use on this branch-line consizstoed of
two Iarme Baldwin eighty-ton loecomeo-
tiver, six small tavk-engines originally
usedl an the New York everhead rsilway
hefore its electrification, several cars im-
ported direct from the United Hiates,
amd o ammber of carringes crudely com-
strmeted in the nelghbonvioed. Buch
wia the humble heginning of & mitway
which will in the uwot listunt Ffuinre
bring Iong-kemp within comparatively
rasy reach of Loudon by an overhind
jrney of surpessing inlevest.

ters came to a standstill upon the
completion of the brandh-tine. THepotes
arose hetween the members of the nuna-
gerial and engineering statfs of the com-
pany, nnd some of the enginvers left the
wervice.  To fil the places lefl vacunt
untrained and incompetent  men  were
bastily engoged, the mrlaral resnli. being
Tad and faelly workmmuship, which will
have to Le all done over aguin.  Abdng
this fime, ja the wid part of the year
T, the company sofld o lot of shares
it Europe,  This action evoked strenu.
ons piretest from the Chinese  Uévern-
mend, which declared the sale of the
shares to be o deliberale breach of Lle
agreement made between the aative ale
Lirg und the company. Fenr of a
poerible incrense of French inHuence in
Houthern China ne donbl inspired the
gmvermanentst protest, ns most of the
shares ol went to Freneh and Helgian
anbjocta, But in spite of the action taken
in the matter u Belgian eaginedr was
st to Canlon, wnd e praetically took
chavge there of aflluirs connecied with
tha suilwwy, consklerable ‘friction asis-
ing in consequienee belween him aml the
Amrican employeesd of the cownpany. K
appesred likely drom the trend of events
thut. @ upua so many furnter occasions,
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the Chinese Government
low up their - protest
action. and  thai e
eventually have full contrsl of e com-
vession rights aml privileges.

It was now that the sirengih of tha
Chinexe business elunss showed itelf. lu
i abd town in South b
inn, supperted by the viceregal

not fols
energetio
et Ns wonld

wuull

amthorities, was  stavted the
company. ‘The Chinese de it
i the railway w proveeded  with

the shares secretly purchaset by bHure-
pean eapital should revert either te
the company or to Chiese p
The newly appointed  Europus LT 1)
holders flatly vefused to part with their
intiresta, amd matters were for o time
wt o deadlork. Determined that  their
wizhex shonld e enforned. the Chineaa
continmol their agitation su vieoronsly
that the awihoritics tinally  hreatenesd
the company with a coreelaticn of the
coreession, The prolonmst pepotiations

whivh ensued betwaen them and the
comgary emded  in on o dempanl being
nzude by the shaveholiters throaugh theis

representatived for the sum of seven
hutadved: thousaml pounds Tar o relroces-
sion of their vights to the (line~. An
sureement embodying these ferms wasd

eventualty drawa up sl signed by
both parties.  Two hundred  Urensand
pounds of this swu  representel Lo
value of the raila il rolling~tock on
the hreanch-line feomy  Shekwailong toe
S mut ahed the rouvaiuder cempensas
ithen money.

Unable to fid the necessaey funds

themselves either to pay oll the com-
pany or to erente an snlegquate working
vapital for poing on with the con-true.
thon of the railway. ithe Chin wers
vompeliod to mise a forcign lua

Fram the Tlong-keng Governom
Viceroy of Nanking. Cha T,
wha was appeinted by the conlral
power at Peking Lo deal with the whole
matter of the vailway, seenved fonr wmil-
lion tive hundred thonsand pouruls Eor
ten yeava at an intevesl of 43 per ceat
a year, the sceurity being the opiun
revenue of the three provinees thraugh
which ke railway will puss.  Variows
opiniuns bave been expressed as te tha
competence of the Ulinese tn o eanry on

. e

the work of consiructimr the raibway,
official  dileforiness  aml  dishenesdy
Do feared i conuect with tho
anduemi<tration of the work, But Chang

Chile Tunyg i3 an able, py
Ty, auimated by a si v oalesire for
ihe good of his conntrymen, aml b
may be trusted to sce that Lhe railway
is Puilt as speedily and eflicienstly a3
possille within ihe next four -,

The whole railway from Canton to
Teking should be in ful working crdes
in five years’ tinw, phying a part in
the development of the richie-t sl mast
densely  pepulaled provinees  in tho
('lrinese Fmpire, which comnt fait to
he of inealentable intperlunce to the
worlt.

In eonnection with (e main hine ot
the railwuy, a byanch is in conrse of
preparation to Canton front Kewlson,
the thriving and prosperous British pos-
sessiun separnted fren: Hong-kong by
the harbour.
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re<Rive vice-

Tn Chivigge is a streel sweeper who was
ondce A clergymnn; and in w tirt e vuim-
try town in New Englund is o Duortor of
Philosophy who has given up a colleae
pricfessorsl to keep n caudy stove. 1
wits single, anel the Loial protils From twe
shop were about ten dothury a werk., Bat
he siid frankly that he was peefectly
happy, nnd that the eamly store lad
been the dream of Lis life.

An acquainlance onee sail thal T
kuew a lowyer who had given wp oo dar;
jraciice to lecomwe a bootllack: winl thers
was a niniature painber of couwsimmaie
skill who renouneed her profession in ar-
der that she nsight sit in a «tore window
as nu wbvertisement foe oo beawd o
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SYDNEY JONES,

148. KARANGAHAFPE ROAD,
AUGCKLAND, N.Z.

The largnat walch o firmn Ly

ew Zoealand, Seml for hapd-
wome vittajogue, showing hun-
dreda of designs in Walchos,

Jowellery, and  irecnstone
 Goodn, "lost freo Lo any
"7 adddresa.

THE DXFORD LEVER, 21/~

BPCrEriCATION — 3. Plnte Koyjess or Krywind,
Arxt gruds patent lever nmyrinenl, svtrg
Jo . dust r nickei rarce. Theed

Fears gunraurce seal with every walcke



