10

mut T yure; it is prettier shortencd,
dun't it? 1 houpe you have received your
tmdize safely by this time, I ean quite
understand your forgetting the address,
a- 1 am very carcless about that mye
self. 1 am soery you have been seedy.
Have you bad thiv awful inflievza, or is
it unly this very hot weatner? Jt seewms
te huve made so many people feel sick
arul Miserable, 1 hape your trip  to
Tnn. Hlon will st you up, amd that you
will B well encigh te enjov all the
Clicizslaas festivitiva. ] Jid not see the
w-cur chase ab Wst's, bitt cuty quite
imngine it was very Yunny; the nuarvel-
lous pluces these cars go down and over
ut beiug rmanhed up and the people
i~n’t  itY -Cousin

+ + *

twu paint 1

tion. 1 hope you will like thew, Have
Yo rectived many  From the  ather
cousin=? I am. yours truly. KVERELT.

Unar Cousin Faerell,—Yonur paintings
arrived yuite safely, aml I was  »o
JFlrased ta see themm. as I want all the
cousins to iry their skill. and { am glad
iy say Lhe paintings sre ralling in in A
Busl sutisfuclory nmaner, and I hupe
they will continee to come in, us it is
&0 much more fun (o have a lot to
- elronse Erom. It i ~u hot tu-day, and
I am busy, #o this dettee will have to
e wn shord as yours. -Cousin Kate.l

+*+ + +

Dear Couwsin Kate, - 1
for the “Graphic* ove week. and 1
think Buster Ibrewn §s x=o funny. 1
should like to Lecowe a cousin. and will
ou please send me a badpe? I am
sending a pieture Eor the painting com-
petition, nnd 4 think theee otlher bitcle
girls that go ta Lhe ~ame schoal as I da
wre sendding one tao. 1 have some aitk-
woarms, and L think they will spin soon.,
I Im\'v Aume oustand and eress prowing
w flannel in a plate, and it is
poquickly.  Your Joving cousin,

alway~ ook ot

(#har Consin Witideen——T am verv
Rlad yow are going to join us awmd be-
enme 3 coudin, aml | bhave sent vou a
badge. The paintings are coming i
fquite facd now, at ficst [ thousid very
few were going (o cunpete. hut [ ame
glad to say { was mistaken.  Still, T

shall he pleased if vour little frienTs
A theirs jn. 1 never tried to grow
mrtard  and eress in water, but we
il v wake wheat and  oats grow
1 tifully, wonly  we u~ed  entton
wool. 1 wsed to have otz of
silkworms, ton, aml e them; onlty

all the olthers used ta hate them, and §
was not allowed te have them in the
bt~ a0 | had ta Leep themn in the
sumner-house, and i ol ta erawlk
out of the Lex amd spin in the most
monderful places. Do yonts ever ceeape
in thet Fashion?-- in Katel

Howard's Essay.

“What
N
oy r.

Sstupid voelt™ was ileward’s empha-
ti: veply.  “Patience and (erseveranes.”

“Wihalever did you find te =ay abont

wak your essay alont this

" wakid darjory, when tea ws

thown?™ sald Booyl
1 said that patiom+  was a gaod
thing fur girls and men, bot I dilo't

think they were any gooad te hoys?™
The sisters laughed. " Wlat
MMy Wood say to that ™
I reully conddo™, icll yon. He talk-
ed a lol aad &gl it was clear [ didn't
tuow what T way tulking alont, which
wa~ quite true; bui Durton minor was
teviug ln cateh a tly, aml [ Jdidu’t hear
e el
thiuk We waa right M
Bhe eldest sister, as e
Teicthings «n the trav.,  “and vou do
Loow very libtle abo the sulijerts
Sl the sisters wlhoe have to have pa-

did,

Rani !'.dlﬂl.
psteked up the
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.tlence where Loys are concerued.” re-

vipaly .

marked AMarjory mine »
added  Edith.

“And _1!::- rervants,™”

“And  (he  wchoclmasters,” put . jo
Dervi .
Hownrd pave a disdeluinl  snort.

“Precious filtle of either goes to Lhe
wuking of them,” he said.

1 am not so wure of thal,” Edith
confinned, an, the tea-tray Jmvinyg been
sent away, shie look her seat at the cor-
ner of the tubfe. aml brought out her
work-laskel. “They have to give up
their hali-holilays sometimes when the

boys are tiresome, amt [ am sure that -

must try their paticnee; and look how
bard Br. Woal works to bring on seme
of the backward boys™

Howurd’s answer was s grunt; he
coultl not contradict. apd he was not
\uihufr to agree, s0 the talk Angged for

nk 1l
short gilence she burst out again.
“When yuu come to think of it™

she
raid, * the herces one mdmires most had
buth patience and perscverance, or they
conldi’'t have been heroes.  Lovk st Uol-
umbua! 7

“That was pluck,” muttercd Howard
dnggedly.

*And wlhal iz pluck,” retorted Mar-
]nr\- “tmt Lhe power of keeping on in
spite of diflicullics, even when you don't
want tor’ -

“Well done, Slarjory, lhat puts the
queslion in & nutshell, You will find
men, and beys too. who are deseribed ny
plucky. menerslly huve both those quali-
ties, Lut of course they do not come
without bLeing welcomed and encour-
aged.”

= Thal’s wlat provokes me aboul you,
Edith,” said Howard, * you always talk
28 if we cowld make ourselves mnything
we liked.™

“ Recause I believe. 1o a great extent.
we cnn make ourselves anything we like,
if we only want to hard Nlnuul:

They all understood what she meant.
althongh it was uot very clearly put;
and l!vnl «id, * But rome peu;)l(- have
more of that sort of thing to stast with
than others.™

“Thut iz guite {rue, but if you haven't
much of it to start with, the fizht te
get it makes you stronger in the end.”

Howard said nutlnug, he ddid mot guite
like the turn the conversation was tak-
iner. for he had the average boy’s horror
of = lecture.

But Edith had learned something sinee
her mother died. five or six years hefore,
and Ieft her mistress and mother in oue.
and she knew when to step. She had
atarted Howard thinking. and when a
boy hegins ta think in carnest, he hns
tuken one step towards manliness.  She
would net preach any mwure, but she
would try another plan.”

Accordingly a few days later she an-
nouncesl to the fomily that Cousin Ger-
2ll was coming to stay with them. lle
wos # great anen. in Howard's eyes.
for he had just left school. and wax now
Jooking about for something to do. So
his srrival was expeeted with a good
derl of excitement: but Mr s,
who had a great knack of raying things
st the wromy time. remarked at break-
fast that. = Cerald was about the best
fellow he knew, for the had taught Lim-
self a preat many things, and lmd such
anr amount of |ulmnce that he never
would be heaten,

Faith caught her Dbreath:; Munaed
whistled softiy. ol marde up his mind to
kﬂ-p such an objectionalle persvn at
arm’s length,

S0 when he came home after school he
feeeived  Lis  cowxin's  advances  sery
coldly at ﬂl‘-t hut there wag so hHtile of
the “ prig ™ ahout Germld, nnd he was s0
ready to be interested in all their doings
that Howard soon forgat his :tmu.
and touk his rcousin up te his own
specinl domnin at the top of the hoose,
where he was so mrely interfered with.
atd could nmke nearly as much mess a8
he liked.

And it must be owned that Howard's
atlempts to make anyiling of praciical
uee had ak yet resulted in veir lidle
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but mew—parily leciuse he had not
paiieter chough Lo finish anything. part-

!v hecauwe he  hed = labit  of
-k up oA bovk  _in  the
of semething -elwe, and re-

apr pived to it oniil his time was
Consequently - he never - bad
to finish anything. =

They talhed aboat photograpty. which
was one of Howards diesrded lob-
bies, und it came out that Gem'd had
taken weveral prizes  for big  plolea.
They talked abuut stamps, Lut before
Honarl conid rvmange cut tbe differ-
ent cmvelopes which eontained his from
the subbish, the tea-bell rany, and they
had te go down  Muk it soun appeared
that there wns no hobby which Gerald
had taken wp about which he had not
as ntuch information as he needed, and
yot he had had to work larder at Lis
sl than Howard as yet had had te,

“l can’t make gut when yoan dig it
all, iliere mever secms time for any-
thing here, or clse semevue is always
in Lhe way.”

“1 don't know bow I manapg:d, only
of course, [ had to make the wmoat of
Saturdays and half-term  holidays and
all the odd time I rouakd pet?™”

“Sceems to e Lhere never is any cdl
time here” said Howard envieu:ly.
T know I should huve thought my-
self lucky if 1 hiad liad a place like yours
to work in,  F had ealy a sort of tool-
shel. and if T dido’t pul everything away
hefove 1 left I eonldn’t fiud it when f
came back, What do som do with
your holidayst

“Uricket and foul ball
it’s decent weatlier.”
“And wheo it s’
“Get a ook or worry e Zirl®
Gerald ssvid nothing. and Lleward went

mastly, when

on, *You see. whien 1 do want to do any-.

thing. the tumera™s out of vnler, or they
wani toe have dinser af ihe wrong
time, ors] have to go in to {own to mel
a sachoglhook, or aometlung.™

“OF coarse, nll ihat moakes it more
difficult, but it doesn't do te be slop-
ped by difficuliics i you really want to
do anylhiug.”

The talk ended for that  time,
but  sonelow it stuck  to How-
ard. and when the nest Saturday
ecam, after Geratd™s vidit was over, he

went up to his work-room. which cer-
tainly wa= enough to dishearlen anyone,
and wondered whether it wouli really
be possilile for him fo dig #ap the eamera
and make anything of ii.

(leralil was oot so very much older
ihan himeself, and had had ne more ad
vantages. if so many. Wis it true
that le lad no time? "Foday it was
wet: the camera was oul of order, it
was true. but be could pat it right if he
cvhoose te. take ecauvugh treuhle gover it
Bul then he has burrowed 2 book he
wanted to read awfully. ITe knew his
father wanled a nicr phute tuken of

tie girls, and the lheuse and marden;
indeed. he had swaid se when he gave

Howard the came but  the things
never Larie-d ol right, and Gerald waid
it was because he did not lake Lime
roough over ihem

¥or some lime he hesitated. and then

with a dim thouslst in the back of lis-

witid 1hat patience might te of come nse
after all, he fownl his camera aml be-
gan to put it in srder, Gee fuitly
started on his work, he grew interested,
aud as he had slarted early, without
that mischievoens . "4l just read one
chapter firsl,” he was alde lo gt it set
rigzht by the time the bell raog for
diuner, He counld hardly waderstand
what it was wade him feel so0 appy
and comfortable when he went down-
sluirs; be coly knew he felt very dif-
ferent from wiat he did wlen he had
been wasting all the moruing, and he
was ghul to go back {o his roem a9
=zoon a8 he could, and luuk up his priat-
ing paper awml developer and all ibe
sundriea. Me fouml that most of them
had been spoilt by Iying about amoeng
tbe rubbish, apd that it wonld take all
the pucket money he eouli apare to get
the photo ready for hiz inther by the

time his birthday tamp at the end of
October.

Nothing ronld he done that week, and
he -wus worely tempted- te give up his
project and relapse inte the old carelesn
way of qwing things.- But all the time
He was gruldicg and telling himaelf
i was wo good guing om sny mwore, he

- was irying, in spurts, 1o Lidy the room,

and =t lust goi it inte siine sort of
order. when it looked so wmnch mors
tempting that ke wanted to beyin nud
do sowwthing frish right away.

“No, { hon‘t he suld to himseld, “I1
finish that photo before I bexin anything
else,” and, for the Hrst time in his life,
he kept his wonlL

ITe had to wait some duys before =
suituble opportunity came to take the
phota, hut it came at last. A jovely
warm day Lhat tempted everybody inie
the garden, whea the =on was just im
the right place and the girls locking
bright and pretty. Howard whispered ta
ddith whai he vaaied, and by the time
he lnd fetched his comera she had rall-
ed Marjory and Bersl, and they lad
taken their phices. After a pood deal of
poesing ani! altering Howard was salis-
fied, aud suceeeded in taking one that
he thought would do, but Lo make sure
he took two or Lhree more, and assured
them al Iast that one was a very pood
one, - Then he impressecd npon then all
Lthat it was to be a profound secret.
He wus not worlding very bard at
school just wow; Lthere was alwava »
rather slack time at the beginning of
the autumn tern, to Iead them up gent-
Iy to the terrors of the Cliriatmas ex-
aminations, %o bhe was able to give the
more fime to his phofography. In this
Ite showed a persistence that surprised
and delighted Edith. For the “wrelched
1hings" wonld not come out right. Oue
was toe dark. in apother there was a
seripus flaw, another he left too long in
the solution, and another he Losk out
tos soon. and was severnl times very
much inclined to give il up. A fistener
outside the door would prolmbly bave
heard expressions that proved the boy'a
patieuce wns wearing rather thin, but
happily it did not snap, and at jast he
calledl Edith up to sec his results,

She was delightfully astonizhed at
the curefully figished and  meanted
photograph Le placed lefoure her.

“0h! thai's capital, Hewiet” she eried.
“I looks just as if it kil beewn done at
a phop.”

" Howard tovked pleased, hut all he said
was, “if owmrhf to have a frame, but
I've spent afl my money.”

“We will make a family present of
it,” said Edith eagerly; “we will give
the frame”

“Thats jolly of you,” =aid Howard,
for the [omily had rather spubbed his
previcus attemnpls. and he felr that the
snggestion waa a. proef of his sucerss.

This proposal was carried out, and in
doe course the birthday arrvived and ik
was presented.

Mr UGresnam gave an e‘((].:mnl.mn of
pleasure when he opened  ihe parcel
“Wherever did yom pet this doue?” he
asked. “It is very well done, and just
what I wianted.™

“Here is our photographer, Father”™
said Marjery, pusiing her brother jor-
ward,

And the few words his fabher said am-
ply repaid the Loy for all his tronble,
and, hetter s=till, that short, determined
effort laid & pood foundation in the way
of habits of patience and perseverance,
that helped him all his life.
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