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TH mpke-lelieve of grown peopls
Tacks both renlikm and romance,
being merely o kind of gtupid fal-
sity Lhat necithier plezses nor de-

_, weives; The house where Rassefus

tived was & soré of make elieve, a lnrge

and splendid toy, Brodinznagian for any
hawse, while Rassclas was little, even for

eight vears ol
The fioors were slippery, the rugs dim

aud “soft, mpd absent - minded . statues

stood about in attitudes, nobody aecming
to mind Lheir being while and unfinished.

A\When Baesclas offered to paint them

witiv his watee colodrs, he was u'fu'!ed

with émpty lughter. .

Had there -been rteality or Tromance
anpwhere, it surely woulldl have lurked
in Hasselr's play-room, ons would think;
but & maid and a governews were there
nearly atll the time; the mmid to keep
Lhings neat, the governess to impart use-
ful mfurmahm in general, which inctud-
ed showing him how to play with his
sl Bvery oune knows that this is
e way to ‘mamwe- a pfay-reom.

But tlu- verness” jdeas about ges-
gr.llnhv weraereditable.  Faypt was good
on account nf the Sphing and the Pvrl.-
B: S0 litlle being kuown about ihe
de of Hem;. so wuny inferesting
things having Leen dug out of the sand.
Mouth Amerien wus good, too, because
of the forests ‘with aninmls  in them.
‘I'en, if yYou cared to po to the North
Pole. (hére Wwere Palar hears, the aurora
borenlis, and egow lLuats.

At that time, Ruassetas siill supposed
him=elf to be one Hareld Marlowe, not
having discovered hiz right name. That
knowiedge came out of a book filched
from the preat glass easwes-of the “must-
w't toueh™ lilsrary; a sbiff. leatned book,
thengh  with some rather interesting
wealdeuts— he woulll never have teied to
read # . book withont pictaees — with
misty Lrees on its eltining leather covers,
itn Jenves siuck together with gilding,
proving larsclas to he t!m *t o that
hnuie aha had vead it. lasselas John-
soR" was the name of the hook, the words
being wrilten one aboye the other. It
was the tule of a prince who lived in a
certain H»p;w Valiey, aul (did not Fike it

- r - i [} a . a

(n one of thosa dayvs when & new
nurse ard o acw governess were to ArTive
in the evemidgr, Nlwsselis nat long upon
the verandah, begide his mother, who was
Tending, and #he fell asleep becanse, Ras-
welas euppysed, there were ne pickures
i “the ook she read—er delieate ander-
relaxed, her forchead erumpled by
ry of sunlight that lay aeress her
CYOR, ‘She wos a plump, ' govd-uatured
person, who, but for her toilettes amd
sugial dutics, might have Leen cnddle-
soie,  Then HRasselns softly deparied
upen a tour about the preat stone wall
Wiriken ‘on top; s senvcliing, in the char-
r of that other Ttusselus, menns of
excape from, the Happy Valley, uatil, in
t'!luL part of - the grounds where the
“mustn’b.. toueh” fruits prew;-lhie eame
Upoun u grapevina which hrud “hooked -an

¢lhnw abuut one of Lhe iron spikes of the .

wall. and- weeped strong enough to give
one u hagd wp, '

Hea chilched the sharp pmnts of the
Bpikes,-thcuating hin Loes hetween th
aad looked wpon -the world as e lad
never ihue before, -thougl - ke hud been
olten’ oyt ip it ut_.bug nml.' -walking ;with
Piapin whe eagerly - told him to- look. e 1]
this ‘thing ad {hat._ To .really:soe &
tiing onstmumbaliscover. it Tir-#1E,

W& "considered tiie blue, unéven,

mountains, then the roofs of Lhe towm
a mile away, then the bullhidden red
chimney of the little house next door;
and so was approaching by degrees that
which was more immediately beneath
him, when he was challenged, as peopie
must expect te be challenged at the
boundsrvies of otlhier peuple’s kingdoms,
and his nnme demanded. . .

“Rassclus Johnson,” - he replied at
onee. L .

.The sentry. wore a white sunbonnet,
and mnat theow hey head very far bacle,
to train the funnal on him properiy.
Hasselas considered ihe face at the bot-
tom of the funnei, and the result of his
examination was that without further
parley e slipped sidewise between lhe
spikes and jumped dewn beside ber.

Bhe sluck out a tremulews underlip,

“You jumped on ty moonflowers,”
said she. “IL is the mest rapid growing
of all climbing vires,” she recited in a
vuice weak with repressed tears. “AR
though n percunial species in the tvopies
{smiff), it is as weadily grown from
seed as any wnnoual. The vines are H-
terally coverved with ihiousauds of iu-
neense, pure  white, fragrant’ . fowe
Many of them measure —seven—inches
across—" The voice fuiled, the aceu
tory sunbonnet funnel turned away and
was hidden in the erook of a small el-
bow. The sleeve was tight, and the ol
bow tip had worked its way thromseh,

“There isn't any such ihing,™ said Lns-
selas, Jouking about. Wis it a game?
He hardly knew what to think.

“There was going to bet™

She pesticulated Lackward at  the
print of Tassclas’s hands. knees, aml
Jeet in the brown earih.  Some broken,
heart shaped leaves were crushed inte
the soil.

“E lad soaked Lhe secds till they wrre
all cracked and pobly. I sonked thém
for days amd days, 'and T planted them in
boxea the house, and I transphanted
them into litlle lower-pots, aud then [
set them nuL here, and then you jump-
ed on them.”

“I'm sorry,” salid Rasselas sadly, for
Le remembered mow having heard that
one planted secds in oeder to have flow-
ers, “T only wanted to get out of the
Happy Valley.”

“1t jun’t; it’s Mr Marlowe's place. [
asuppose the gardener was chasing ‘you
off, but you m_cdn t have come (lo\.n n

my moonfiowers.”

e had begun with romance, why not
conlinne itY Why not recomstruct nll
things gloriously?

“The gardener didn't ‘chase me. e
my uncle. I can go anywhere I like and
do anything 1 p]enm‘. 1 should like to
play with you now.’

“I was playing nt “orl.mg in omy gal
den, but that's no nse now.”

“I know & slory,” quoth DRussclas, “and
he launched into the tale oi the D'rince
in the Happy Vulley.

—“And so lley went back,” he finizh-
od, “inte Abyssiniu, Decanse ey
fhaughL they ought to; but that waa
willy, I think. Why should they ongh
It was nicer outside. And Ao they n
pd me Rassclas Johnaon out of the baolk,
and I am visiling my wncle, who is Mr
Marlawe's pardener, and they let me do
anything T want to. I have very good
timen,” he asscried emphatically. “be.
ennsn I can go out of the gato and play
with other _children and.  make -mind
ples.”

“Anybody aan nake mud pn.s"

“Master Harold |:u-r|'f..
lowe's little Loy.
him play with me.”

While they were conversing, a lung,
narrow shadow had b.en advaacing up-
on them silently. Rasselan was  ihe
first to Lecome aware of Lhia shadow,
as it shot Leyond them, across the
perished moonloweve to the wall, aml
was there beat in the middle, ns one
bends a puper doll to make it sit down;
from these oo, it stood uprighi in the
fikeness of & wman wilth a wide brimned
liat. Hasselas and ihe sBunbonmet fun-
nel {urned at the same instant, and she
sadly:

“He jumped on any moonflowers, pa-
pa, but he wos in & hurry te get out
of the Happy Valley”

The gentleman wmade no roply other
lhan to sit down with them erows.
tegged, nned, being a tnll, ihin peison
in u linen duster, one thoughi of those
long-legged  sand-colowred  grasshoppres
with knees drawn wp in meditation,
He examined the litlle broken planis
altentively, found one whose slem waz
not  severed, and  silently  replaced dt,
adjusting the earth abowt il roots

“Hall a 1oaf,”' anid he, “is  botder
thae no breacd; besiles, you have lat
an  pedventurs,  which W better Ll
Adventures are un(emmum in the \(‘[‘l‘
table Kingdom.”

“I«  this 1lhe
asked  Rasselas,

Whe ditlle gicl giceled,
Iy father.

“Iart of
pling  inla

srinl,

Vegetable RKingdom?”

but not w=o

it,” he nuwsed, Lis face vip-
benevolent wrinkles, “Why
not? I have just been putting down
wn insnrrection of ‘posiey” in the striow-
Lerty bod.  Our Dorders are never sate
aoainst wild entrots. and U woticed the
spies of the encwry weve already in the
potato ficld.”

These people, Rasaclan peresived, can-
derstoot e to play,  Ie Blushed with
pleasure. “Are you the kingT"

“Yes, You don’t mind dmy not wene
ing a crown? L don't very often. They
luvea’t invenled o erown yet thil s
wortle a cent to keep off the sun; aned
tHl ey do, n sleww lut does very

u can play it's a erown” .
ra, [ ocam do Lhat. Did T ander
ul yen to say you were Hasselus,
nee of Alyssine? You oughi Lo e
g eraw yourself, T shoubl
bt | suppose you wers -in such
¢ Lo pet vut of the 1appy Val-
s conldu't ulop for one™

 looked shivewdly al the boy,
wled with dignity-—Rissclas

who
ohn-

<« “Johnson! O epurse, Jolason.
You ubse deseribed yourself, @i 1
take not, as & young man of unusual
freefotn,  whose - lemporary  aleencs
would be unlikely to canse nlann.'”
lusselns looked onxions, but woddel
Lhe geatlewmun  looked  him  over
theughtfubly. “Well,” said e, “it mny
he thut your modusly eapses you to
wlerrate your imporlanee, or it may
Ww-ah—in sume Adoct,  glangur.: pocti-
cul license. At mll eveals, ik would
seem toe bad te lhave se
a wall to no purpose and—T h.np st
the 1appy Valley.,” e rbhrugeed  bis

shonlders nand rose up—ao tall that he
couil look over the wall when he stond
wn _hi+  tiploes,
‘are

“1 think [ shonldn'y
to wtuy in LB lappy ley
" he mutlered, wlwen he had so
“let’s e ta tha YT'alace.
W Imt with intriguing ‘pualoy’ sl this

v/
He's Mr Mar- melancholy  acenlent  to  the infand
They don’l even el lagdi waiting of the Princess JIner

! think we bave hud enough of mattors
of state for une duy. The Vepctabls
Kingrom, Prinee, "hiaz"its cares ns wdd
azg other kingdomis, but the erown, being
of straw, is not so heavy as olhoy
and the head that wenrs In
does not lie unsasy. Although a pursosm
of the least imporlance, 85 you cdescrite
yourkelf, T dure say you will huvo e
be Lack to lea -or dinn-T- bat in the
meantime there are mitk nnd
at the Palace,  Your  mother
yuu, fuez.”

CTuwhs,

covkiog
wnold

Ths I'alace was cool nud i N
nueen or other royal person wus in thy
dining room; only iwo Mue buals or
itk and n plate heaped with corkina
The King had annownnecd the emning ol

1he guest, but the Queen was iog
busy to ladlier with visiling  princa
ihot day.

- insan], had never  Dbofore seen n
house like Ahis of the Vegelable Kina-
done. The Avors were painted  Ivown,

angl 1he wilk oo mikl variation of Lo
bk yuliere there wera  Dboak-
shebves, with lovse pupers or pamphleie
inserted-in the spares left by The tops
of Lhe LBooks—-nel in the kenst vesemb.
ling . “musin't towch” Jilbary,  Alse

were  divans wmd wimlow-seatd,
dicating  people  of Jeisurcly b .
and mapy cushions. mosiby orimy od
vt at elbow., There  was o rug,
with fringe simgularly  mobilated. A
1y lni;{ hilehed out froam les the
and  began 1o Tooeh upon dhis

rug na sion ns Lhe chilibren b sel (T
down to their meal.

“He thinks Lhe frioge iz mas" snid
Tnes. “We nre adl womlering whal S
will de swhen he gets throueh with the

fringe. 1 don't knew what we shoull
do i he kept vight enonml ele the
. LhBs namee 33 Sk n=."
Hu Aley leok the wn

pie witls
them whin they wenl back to the -
den, changimgs il Trom one thin
anolher as ey Bnppened (o aonl now
an ekephant amd now a lon - malter
of preat indiferenc: 1o Nm

wlho, wherever yoen  put him clown,
wonhl begin e eat at opee, without
argutent or eriticism' of )
mend.  There were few en
thal Serdanigpalns coubd wol cat, bt
e liked green best, and  picked out

irst
M osaid ez,

lhr' clover in it
L

b5 A et What's

“I'm oa norphan, amd £
ninstitadfon”
rather abwtrciedly, for

[SE T
C Ml said it

people on ihe oiler side of Ahe wall
woplainky eadling: “lhoald! okl

amd atong their voios My ) vwe's

Wik prumim'n!. Kooy ailerwanl, tha
Alarlow enrringe could be seen through
‘the  trees, driy rapidly  down  the

yellow " road.

“1 shouldnt wonder,”" snil TRusscelns,
very ealmly, ‘i romehody hid leen
l\ul aiping thal Loy, 'Phey’te nlweys
of it. ‘That's lhe troulte with
Iu g norich ehibd, Hul noebmly’s ever
afrant nhout we”

And they went on plaving until the
woesl press® Juminous aml the shadows
were Pong ol purple. A bell rang in
the divection of the ¥ v"t!:\hlc Kingrlom
Tulncee,

“That's my
"toud-Bye. 1 wi
the moonflowers.”
* Lasaolas insétted his head in the lu_n.

kl.||lpr-| saill Tnrm
| I‘mgne you .nlmul




