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MEBSRE WILLOUGHBY AND WARD,

< MONDAY NIGAT NEXT.

Boe Abe Fopular
WILLOUGHBY AND WAERD
NEW LOXDON COMEDY COMPANRY,

. Inchuding

MISS GRACE PALOTTA

. - na . .
THE MAN FROM MEXICO

~“SYDNEY BULLETIN mavs: Miss Gride
Palrtta, Hogh Warl, and George Willopgh-
by haft 8 homiar thal would have done wow-
-ur(ol!mknd_t.l.lthquclhdk-l-
most Inte hysterice

Berare your wcaty At  Wilkdmam and
Axrey's. .

' Hm MAJESTT'S THEATRE-
Loestee ...... Mr C. R. Balley.
LART WEERK

e or- -
WESTS PICTURES
And R

THE BRESCIANS.

KYERY NICHT AT &

EXTRA FAREWELL T"ROGHRANMF
THTRSDAY TO BATURDAY,

Erard Plamy, Engiish & Forelgn Agencry.
PRICEE — 3/, 2/, 1/
Day Ralea in Arcade.
I'lam at Wikdman and Arey's
T. 7. WEST avd H. HAYWARD, Managers,

Misa Grare Palotia will hold a re-
ception at ike Star Hotel on Yuesday
alterncon from 330 to 6.
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- Mr J. C: Williamson has compleled
the necessary agreements which zecure
fto him all the rights in “Les Merveil
hevses,” the new musical olvy at Daly's
Theatre, Landon, aboat waich he recent-
Iy rectired sich ealogistic cables,
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The Willoughby and Ward Audkland
peason . is positively limited to fwolve
nights, since ihe taleated compary are
due to open the Bydeey Criterien on
the 2%nd af Derember in the production
o “The New Clown.” Mr Edwin Geaeh
departs on Monday mext to completa
the mecessary plans.
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The 300th performance of “His Houes

"Im Order,” whichk Mr J. C. Willismson

will produce here in the ncar fuiare,

han just been registeved in Lomlon, amd

to sl appearances Finero'a great play

will see = comsiderable addition to thas
botal before it is withdrawn.
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Mr ¥. C. Wiliamzon has been alvised
by cuble that Mr Lewis Waller's new
preee, “Robin Hood,” han been received

© with remarkable favour in London, and
dhat i has beem definitely seenred for
Mr Juolins Kmight's reperioire. In all
probability that sefor will choose it
for him opening piece when be returns
te Melbourne st Lhe begianing of Febra-
ary mext, .
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. With ever 100 peoplé Lo accommodate,
wnd [aced with the neecesity of moving
them as quickly as passidle, Mr. J. C.
Willianwson bhas found jt advisable to
practically charter ths Riverina to eon-
vey the Royal Camie Opera Company ta
New Zealand pext month, gven althoagh
ba has to pay beavily for the privilege,
in sddilion to the wuroal fares - and
freight. - The steamer will lekve Hobson's
Bay at midnignt ow Thursday, December
201k, after the periormance, and will
travel direel 4o Wellingion, ¥is Cook’s
Birsits, a route mever taken uulens undex
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special circumstances, She will arrive
oa Christmas Duy, and the company
open their tour on Doxing Night.
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Four Australizsa stars will seintillate
in this year's pantomime at the Gairty
Theatre, Duhlin, which is to be “SBinbad
the Bailor.® The priveipal hoy will be
embodied by Miss May Beatty, the see
end pgirl wil be Mi-n Nina Osbhorne, and
Mr. Edward Lauri and M1. G. H. Buarelle
will also take part in the production.
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‘Mr. George Musgrove cables from
Europe to his agents in Melbourme wuat
the formation of his grand opera com-
pany continues to progress satisiaetorily.
Already ten artists are fully sagapged,
while three olhers are not yet setted
withh.  Engagements of hizh importance
are those of Mme Hrinre, a dramatic
soprano of note, and Bruennhille Greder,
probably the greatest boffe bass im
Germany. : -
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‘An execellent advertisenwent for “The
Spring Chicken” has been forwarded to
patzons all over Australia by Mr. J. C.
Willlamwon. it takes the shape of mn

. indiarubber egy, which when pressed be-

Lween "the fingers shoots up a quaint-
Jooking fowi through an eorifice at the
top, and the bird remains inflated as
long as the ¢pg is equeezed. Like the
musical comedy, the toy ia of Freneh
extraction, and Mr.  Williamson has
bought up all that were available.
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The New Zealapd tour of the Tittell
Brune Company, which bas ihroughont,
and espectmlly in Christehurch, been a
singularly sacceeasful one, is now very
mear ita elose. A fortuight henee {om
the 8th December) Misa Brune reopens
in Rydney for a long season with “ia
Tosea,” & play in which she hag nnt yet
appeared in that cty. The forinight
which intervenes belween then and
Xman will be ocrupied with preparaticns
for “Parsifal,” which promises to be one
of the higgest theatrical evenia of the
decade. The company bave already had
their parts, and have been studring
hard all through the New Zealand Llour,
but as much has been altered and To
written since they left, they still have
& good deal of work in front of them.
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. It would seemn that Mr. F. C. William-
son’s dramnatic company hae & second
“Bquaw Man” in “The Virginian,” zo
very favouralble has beem the reccption
of the latter by the Sydney Press and
public, whoe have found Lthe dramatisa-
tion of Owen Wister'a novel extremely to
their liking. It was originally intended
to play out the season with it, bnt as the
eompany has the adaptation of Ouida’as
novel, “Under Two Fags? ready for pro-
duction, Mr, J. C. Williamson thinks it
adviesble that it shounld be staged in
Hydaey before the ecnpany leave for
New Zealand at the beginning of the
amopth, The pieee, T which Misa Qla
Humphrey appcatn im -ome of her best
Impersonations as Cigarctte, will accord-
ingly occupy the last few performances
of the eompany in Sydney,
o .

‘An soom as “The Spring Chicken™ bad
cimmenced its carcer at Her Majesty’s
Theatre, Mr Gerard Coventry at once
took mp the work of preparing the Xman
pantomime, and already relicarsaln,
wyoiee testing, and sotnic arrangements
are all alike well in hand. Mr George
Hall was taken away from the Gilbert
and Rullivan Company to assume chargs
of the mrmic, and Mr J. C, Williamnon's
sgents all over Aumstralia have been
sending slong batehes of the best “show
girla” pomsille Lo.engage in the wari-
ous centren of population. The chorus
and hallet are to be an especiafly stromg
featura of the production, and Mr Wil-
linmeon sune time ago issued instrue
tiona to his reproscatalivem to pick the
very tream of the girls who applied to

them. My Harry Phydora, who is to
play the demu part, and (oeen and Le
Brun, the anima! imitators, and the rest
of the English importatioms, have left
Lenden on their way ouat, and will be
here in & few weeks, so that before long
everything will be in full working order,
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Those revquiring" sdmirable chorus
aod patriotic songw, aure of popular me-
veptance ot public westingm, rousd the
eampimsout fire, or at smoke or olher
cunceris, should secure a cupy of twe
pew  maulical ballade — “Britansia’s
Heart and Hamls™ and *They'll "Elp to
Raule the Waves.” Both are exeellenl,
and are destined ta have a big vogue
They are, imloed, alrendy the songs af
the npeason in Christchurch, and dowa
Bouth, where copies are sclling exirenely
freely. Mr. Homee Beebbing, the well-
known Auckland vocslint. is author of
buith words awd muwic of “Britannin’s
Hewnrls and Llandw,” amd of the wonls of
1he second song as well, the munic in this
imetapc: being by Mr. John Heartwell.
Both are fine manly song=, paitiotic, but
not jingoistic—jurt, jn fact, the sort of
songs Lo keep us alive to our naval and
defence renponsihilities, and are, there-
fore, very much wanted just at present.
They are publiched by the Engli-h and
Continental Tiane Co, Queen-streetl,
Auckland. .
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Mr. Beerbohin Tree has been telling a
Dublin interviewer how be baffi-d the in-
gnirees of the New York reporters os a
certuin occasion. “1 went out,” maikd Mr.
Tree, “6n the same steanreér aa Mr. Rich-
ard Croker, of Tammany fame, He and
1 became very fricndly om the steamer,
and the New York reporters, hearing
this, attacked me in pursuit of copy. "1
understand, Mr. Tree,” they said, ‘vou
talked a good deal with Mr. Croker om
the voyape? <Yes,’ I replied. ‘I should
like tu tell you how mueh I like Ameries
* “But what dihl Mr. Croker say?¥
“Oh, Mr. Crober—well, what Mr. Croker
said was his business, wasa't it? ‘Pardon
us,” they cried in chorus; ‘we guess it's
ours. "Well? 1 eaid, 'if you ansist on
my revealing a private conversation, I
must tell yom that Mr. Croker talked
extlusively about horse-racing and the
immortality of the soul’ Mr. Croker
was much plased. He said that what
he liked about actors wss their disere-
tien”
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His Majesly’s Theatre on Monday
evening next will no doult Le crowded
to the doors te welcome o pew band of
poptlar players in  the Willoughby
and Ward London ccrpany, whe are o
apprar under the spirited direction of
Mr, Edwin Geach, In addition to the
two well known comedians, plarpoers
will be-afforded an opportunity of wel-
coming Misa Grace Tuloita, whose name
alune woukl suftice to attract a brilliant
audience in any Eunplish spraking cow-
munity. Reganting the opening attrac-
tion (sayn an exchange) it is not neces-
sary to disvwss the constraction of the
comedy presented. and the plot has been
already sketched in these columns, It
is sufticient to say that ** The Man from
Mexico 7 deserves Lo be claseed among the
world’s greatest langhter-makers. 1t em-
Yraces m conlinuows chain of diverting
siluations, partienlarly smart dislogue,
eapital soug hits, and some dexer
dancen. The action of the piete is de-
Yightfully brisk. There is nota dull min-
nte in the whole three hours, The plot
developes apace, one sitwation follows in
the hecla of annlher, the dialogue flashes,
and the nidience is whirled alang with
thaking sides,
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Mr. Beerbohm Tree has delivered him-
aelf Lrankly to a Glasgow interviewer on
the goestion of social erder in  that
eity. “Glasgow,” maid the eminent
‘scior, “is a good ity to be sway from
on & Sunday. Bunday im Glasgow i
s day of Godless ghum, Yoo teke
away, if you do met forbid, all the
chamce the people may have of ablain.
ing rational recrestion, snd then you
wonder why drunkemnews is the disorder
of the day, Fecple talk of the Conti-
nentsl Sunday. I have just come frem
there; and what in the Continental Bun-
day?! It §s a day of joy, of life, of
bosoty. ‘The people are givea opportu-
nitien of hearing delightfu]l music, New,
why can't you have such jn Glasgow?
Why ean’t the municipatity of Glasgow
establish placen of recreation whera the
pudlic mnay obtain their refreshment,
seated comfortably, and Nrtening to gpood
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musi¢, nsiead of slanding in 2 erewd on
a mwdust-littered Hoor, driskiay a8
much a8 they ean im the brw! whils
allowed them?™
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Blirs Annette Kellerman, who hopes to
repeat her llippodrewe Ltriomph et
Heuglern, in MEnglund, Lhis year, is no
vaoly a wonderful swimwer, but a
churming girl, says ibe londom “Rra.®
Frank, high-spirited, absclutely feariess,
with ber twentieth birthday still ta
come, she is Lhe pride of New Bouth
Wales—the home of champien swimmrers
—and reprosents the finest clama of
physical eculturists, It in necdiess to
say that Annette s an entousizet im her
awn work, but she goes in for other
nports with charactcristie  enerpy with
the exception of eyding, for though cev-
tain muscles are sirengthened by work on
the wheel, otlers are not used st all,
and swimming requires an all-rouad de
velupment. Fhe is past-mistress in the
art of trick-diving, from what she de-
&criben an “the wglip inty the water an
cleam aa a whip to the grest splosh.’ ™

Born in fyvdoey, she Wmughingly de
seribes herveit as  of “German-Fngliah-
American-Australian descent:” F£he bhad
few opportuuities of “paddling about in
the water™ as w cvhild, baving beem sent
to boarding-school; but at Lfteen sha
quickly got “into the swim,” literally
ard Szuratively, and won erery race and
every medal for which she could come
pele in the coluny. It was = great
amusement of hers to rescue other girls
from the decp end of the swimming
hathe, althongh she confeases that they,
did not always see the joke, ax it wad
nevessary to woe mome sirength and
siratepy ir throwing #.em jnle the
l’lt:rr befare she bravely fished them out
again! Mi-a Kellerman came to Europs

_&hont fMteen months mgn, making hep

debut as a ewimmer in the Seine. She
haz twice attempted the Chaonel, and
hopes to make a third effort next Year.
Hitherto her great trouble has been sear
nickness, - .
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A very novel eemmunimtion Ins beeny
teceived by Dalton's Agency from an
American turn, whith reads as follows:
" Dear Rir,—We are still lzid up in port,
Our sails are ready to be hoisted to a
fair witd and good pilot, so if you will
favour us hy laking the wheel in hand,
well be sure of a good loug, successful
voyage; Fbut, as | sail before. we only
want o guod pilet. We shall meet the
pirates later on, but they'!l find us armed
to the teeth., Our cargo of cntertaiz-
ment i3 of the best —uncqualled and un-
rivalied; our vrew determined and impati-
ent—and with a lung telescope in hand
on the took-out for lnd with gold in jt,
rs—

“Methinks I scent the morning mail,
With contracis for enr ship to sail;
20 hurry up and jet us know
Where it in we've got Lo go.”

Mr. Charlea Manners is heabiily to be
commended upon bis latest effort towards
promoting the musical education of the
people in the Old Counntry. His mstineo
at the Camifen Theatre recently, whi
Domizetti's ¥ Lucia di  Lammermoor ™
was performed te au andience of chil-
dren numbering over fourteen lundred,
drawn from wechoots in the ncighbour-
hood, was successful from all pointa of
view, mayy & vorrespondent. The opera
wasa artintieally staked and fung, a
the youthful audicnce follewed the pers
formance with the greatest attenmtion,
and applanded with enthosiasm. Prier
to the beginning of the opers, a lecture
rxplanatory of the work was given, and
interest was stimulated by Mme. Faony
Moody's offer of prizen for the thire best
essayn recording Lthe impressions of thoss
who listened to a grand opern for the
first time.
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