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HEN the operation was success-
fully over, the last bandage ad-
-jl!td,‘ll‘_lﬂ the last words of
direction spoken {o the attend-

-+ amats, the white-gowned surgeon

:p‘ssﬁl throuzl the whitetiled docrway
jnto the doctors’ room, glad to escape
the heavily ethérised ntmosphere, glad

to pass by the mdmiring. Tespectiul, awe-

filled faces of the younger men, glad to
throw aside the red-spotted garment and
to feel the soft latker of soap and water
.n his hands and face. *: - b
The operation ‘find been’ bf bhe most’
dangerous, hul it was neither fear for the
_mau’s life abr doubt of his owwi-Rliccess
‘in saving it that, during the hours juat
‘past, set the llncfﬁrq lips in a firmer line
than ugu.ll.. made his woice harah and
‘graking in the few sentences he ‘spoke to
the men and the murses, and seat him
“frem’ the operating-room nervoualy fa.
_tigued and restless. ' He had seen the
wman only twice before he was wheeled,
elhsr:wﬂl into the smiaxs Imed room, and
"both times as a patient;-as one of the
.many io the great kospital. - Te had
"heen a rnse, A problem, senrcely a man;
_his life was a8 matter of breathing and
heart beats rather than of work, play,
Jleves Dyt lhls mouraing hizx standing as
[ patiéﬁ I3 cdxe,
“denly into that of a human.enti
The motning had seen cold. \e\’g eold,
man drove tie Borses
up and cown tlic “street. ‘The doctor
himpelf, overcoaled at last, opened the
“door of his house; a coupe wich he
thought his gwn seas stopping before it
He %ad turned back for liy small bla
_bag, and when he teached the door again
a woman was mbunting the steps, clnse
to him. . The doctor frowned |mpatu"nt<
Ay, but the “om'm hml =-'url at om-w-, im-
pc'nmlﬂh K
| w you have' no hme Troelor
" Dracke. but 1 mm bl wile”
Burprised voluntarily

the doctor

atepped aside)” and she went past him -

intu tlie house, her furs brushing agaiost
dim. Theg, in the Lall—it ]\ml‘ bexn
'trrnbln, phastly!  There was nothing
*hysterical about her; it would have been
easier for him if th(re luiud Leen.  He
koew how to deal ‘with lgateries,” but
befyre this blaze of cmotion he was help-
Jess, anmuzzed.  Slie was not of the clasg
)\mr!l readily bares ity feelings, ndr, in-
deed, of that smaller class which feels
jatensely. The ductor knew by every
avidence of her dress and manmer, even
of her fuce, Lhat life had “heéen easy tor
ber; yet here ahe was in h.s dim hall-
wiy, baring her sanl. teariog its mo-

tives and passions apart with am inten-
sity which he had never seen equalled.
The doctor had seen the lnnnsn heart, un- |

fleshed. palpitating with s own marvel-
louy life-foree; the sight was not as awe-
inapiring as thot of this woman's dissect-
ing her own Reart's motives and depths.
‘Ihe fzce of the lady of gquietly ordered
life clianged Lefore ]ua eyes into & mask
of !ugedv. o -

The man on whom lw was 1o oper.nte
that day was her husband; they had
been good  enough  friends, but  had
amused themselves in different . waya

Now that e nright die, she knew that -

she must have Lim back. There was
so_much for life ta &np them! She
t shaw himt The ddoctor mist, save

She must, must have bim back?
That wae the subatance of her wild ap-
peal, and It waa in itsell commonpluce
enough; it was her fierce intensity of
anffering- and demand that made its
wonder.

Her eyes wers the colour of Helsn's,
and the patient, the care. the senrelesa
human thing which ke had just cut, was

Bag bérn ehandel znﬂ-,

. in her than those of ler widowhood,

. the man whose danger had male
them glow, broken the surface of
the - wife'ss reserve of coldoess, . sel-

fishness, indifference, stirred the under-

. depths of her soul into this anguished
call for belp, this insistence on rescue.
Her eyea were like llelen’s, but Helen's
- eyes had nover -held that look! . The
doctor wondered whether they
would, ‘o could; ‘whether it would be
given to iim to awxken it. How woull
-it be, he wondered, - when that man
should see Bis wife, the wife who must,
must have By back! How would il. ba
if Helen—"

The dactor shook himself 1mpa1u~nt1y,
went out of the great bronze door of the
hospital, down the long flight of stone
_steps and started to walk towards the
west: | 1le was half angry with himzelf

_because af his fancies, his dreams.  Ha
told himself that he was no schoolboy,
to indufge himsell with castles of air;
that the swoman of the worning had
- upset im,"with her pleadings and eom-
mand<: that overwork was telling on
him, and that if e ouly had the time
hie would t14ke a Sunday at_Hot Spring:.
“He told himself evervthing but the fruth;
¥et as he walked tn\mrds the winter's

llll‘lll‘t - towared Healen™s” home., kanew

cell that, it wox the mrlam“ﬁ of the
“wom 15 Tyesw which was nmkmg hia
Jheart - pound—eyra whith wen- like
Helen's, hut with that unnllerful living
glow et which had been eatfed up

- by her taviy realisatiom of her need of
“the man, and of Tier love for him:
He would not let el dwaell on the
"dream of wlhat Helen's eyes might hotd.
. for that thought but (-mphu;;.wd ihe
“other—that far him they had never leid
“mové or less than the friendliest. manli-
‘est goodl-idllowship.  le-did aot belicyve
- they had shewn -more to  Lobert—his
friend Roberi. his snceessful rival wi
_the young girl whoe was the most b
“liuant bheawty of her un.  He had
taken the part of best man at their wed-
ding "with no bitterneas whatever, for
it -eremed no wmore thenm nitterdl”. ond
right that Heleg should iake Carroll,
whoe hal everything Lo give, rather than
~ himself. who had cverything ta make.
His love for the two was never shakea,
and that his (riend underatomd hin was

provedl when, dying six years later,
- Kobert miube the “doctor trustee for
Helen amd guardian of the baby, No

word wax ever spoken hetween the two
men {o imdiext~ whether 1llabert had
* found in-his marriage all that he had
hoped for. Ilelen was gay and clever,
prowd of her health, her beauty, maney,
name, playxing through bfe like a chilil;
anit a3 a chilil gathera flowers and mare
floywers only to Lhrow the first sside for
mors. &0 she had danced through every
pleasure. always Jeadig, always weeking
and finding more and more.  She bad
not wuhted the child, but when he came
she was proud of him. teo. The years
of her murringe had wronght less change
Lt
all had not ehanged her more than they
limd changed the doctar.  IE she war
now the brilliunt wonwp that ler small

world of plenszure sought, he was  the
great murpeon. sought by ‘all ‘'worlds of

suffering; and still they were friends,
and. even as in Roberl’s time, he was her
familmr house-guest, the {riendliest and
most weleotie.

The man at the door told him thsat
Mra. Carroll was in the library upatsirs,
red added, with a -slight.. :pologetio
cough for hia lnm:h:rit_r ns llu old wer-
veat:

-“Maater Nobert .is mot ver_v well to-
day, Doctor.”

“I'li {ake & look at him before I go”

ever -

wolden, andd the fire lack. of

the doctor replied. and Hie man watched
him woupt Lhe stairs, an aflectionate
look oa hin face, Defore he returned to
the back of the house bhe noticed & speck
of mud on the doctor’s long coat, eare-
fully brushed it off. and locked for more,
before hanging it up again. . It was »
way the servants hwl with the doctor.
ANl of them, even those in his friends
houses, took care of him, .
- Helen came from 4%e Fve to mest him.
The . doctor ¢oull uwot bring himsetf to
look directly ints her eyes. and he was
all_the more conscious of the rest of
lher. Someone once said that Jra. Car-
toll was alwaya in winter the warmest
looking of women, and in suntimer  woe
eoolest, and the doclor vemembered this
and gmiled. - This aflternoon thos warm
reddish brawn of her dress gave colour
to. her bair, wlich wasx really of ihat
“blond ecmdre,” which is more gray $han
uer  wags
searcely wmore a Lhing _ Aame _amd
shadow than was she.
“I was sure you wo
noon. Roger: I came
and t'm starving:!™ e puve him the
friendliest of . apiles, and - theu, .aftere
a g!um:e M. his fape, .3he adided, ¢
are yo . T
“’lthuut ~pf.1k:r'-‘ the dortm;.sauk
heavily into a l.xrg. elgie, rested his
head on itx hack, and. watched ler. AH
of her movements swere  stromz | and
calny; in everything ane dad there wan
evidenve of the poise and reserve Lhot

of

-come . is after-
ue early for you,

Cgnes with perfect health amd sceusioneed
© weli-control,

EHer nctions were reully
fuick, but  never  saemed  eo. I
doctor was alwaya aouthed ard reded by
merely watching her, and this afterncon
hoer handling 0! the {ea thingz. her deft-
ness and aureness, quite took his mind
from the troublesame day.

She did nut speak uiil she had given
him hia cup. and was scatd, with ansther,
at the apposite sike of the freplace, hen
she bepan to talk ta Lim of & thousand
things-—her day, ber friendla. the Hym-
phony the night before, the last new play;
she quoted the lntest saving of their wit-
tivat friend, reporied Ehe propress of ano-
ither’s love-affair. repeat:d a remark of
Bobby's, Lold Abeut & wisit to hia schoul,

The doctor drank bis len and poursd
himsed & second wnd thivd cup, withouy
apswering ber in wurds: he nodded otwe
or twice, smiled grimly at her quoetntio,
laughed at Hobby's specch, and was resi-
ad hy it all. Wien he finished his third
vnp he ant.with his elbowa on the arm of
the big chair, is hands before his faes,
their fingers lightly touching, aml with
his head bent Hlu.,ll[lv l'mwnld

Helan watched him in silciece for a few
moments, and then asked:

“rired 7.

The ilu(-mr rousued Imusel{ and smulﬂl
at her. “I was Llired, " he answernl,
“but you've reated me’!  Then hie addwxl,
to her surprise: . . .

“L've lhad a hiard dey

1t was the first Gime in nll their ae-
quaintance {hat Le had spoken. however
indirectly, of bis work. Fvea his greateat
achievenrents, the marvels of surgery that
had made his fame world-wide, ehe had
learnel only wilh the rosh of Lhe world,

“(an you tell me about * she auked.

- wanl 10" he said. . “It's got held ol
me, somehow,. . I want to tell you™

$he lintenedl. to his ataxy of the morn-
ing; he did not sprak of the subsequent
operation on the man, except to explain
that the enconnter with the womsn had
made it dificult, and, he ndded, had mude
hin own nerves uncerimiv, lie need not
have said the Iast, however, for the effect
was atill evident in his restieasly moving
around the room while telling Lhe story;

when e fizished he stoud lovking down
into the fice.
Helen's first question was the inevitable

ont. “Will Lz live?” she aaked.
“Oh, ye3,” the doctur answered, “le
will live. But-—"

“But,” slie Inughed, “when he i well
aguin Lhe woman will prelably find her-
self just where she wns bafore e was il
A variation on the oll theme that when

“The devil was sic l.—H-L rle l r monk

would be.”
The  doclor smid’ uiukl_r, uharply,
“Ton't talk like the

She flushed a kitth. “Xe,” sha said
will not. Viat was foolishiy spoken:
bedides, not true, s 1 see the incasir
as plainly a8 vou do. llugm. Tell mie, wns

alke of—our sort?” . . b4

“Oh, prricelly,” the dm r x:li-.l. Themn,
afier & pautze, he added, ~'Fhe way she let
berself go. the revelation of Jeqwelf!" .

“She prabably didw't Ladl roalise iv alt
until she told you!®

“Bot to come to e, a str.mqer —Jove?
I Lthought of it every second wiile | waa
cubting et wnzonscious.uan, thenght:of
the poor devil's aising the mament: of
Lier lh&t_ weuld ln-u— ben iulh":noz pox-
bLi

wg
nd

S, !nllon hur oW lmo ul’ lhnnghl.
ratier o liiss ! *bt was dine, sleamats !
Thal revelation dozant, always come. even
when: thees iy :umn'lhlnu 10 bc r4~ul|n(l

You knowt™ o
§e turned 16 ler quickly. "!lm1 B nl -
Dt said, “that is what upsei me.  Suppoee
the chap had never Leen taken ill; pup-
pos: aliz bad never- fonad ant atl that!
Fhink what they have Lotly haen nising,
what they might neve ¢ kaumyn 1

She was Ay keenly intercsted i it.ay
Tie. “Lt was worth the price?™ she sgil. -
- The doctor Jooked at her. amd spoke the
key-uote of Iis thought. ~“Helen” he smd

“her TYeE Were like youre!"

Sue dit not move e sprak. It thm
WRs & teunuseness wbout her Lhat showed
ahe underatocd. The tor looked ut her
fur & moment. anoved restlessle, thon lakd
his arm zleng the mante) shelf and closed
hin fingers over its corner, gs if '-ar.ra-lv-
mg himself

He-ltln l\re l-eu !rondurmg af d-l_r

Rhe ceuld net lu-lp hint, conld not mova
or apenk, klthougin sle would have given
much to prevent lis speaki

“Ier eyes—Il've  Dben wondering
whether yuu mny not be 1I9nvi = _\'ou_r-
aclf and me. whether you ju-i
been mide to fll out!™ The nppell uf
hiy heaitating senlences was tremendous,
Dut still sne would not louk nt him, ;mll
only shook her head from side to side.

“Nu, Ruger, nu!  That duern't come o
all of ust 1 kaow my=Il. I am aot made
for “lor :I(\p emations, fur great strengih
of facling™

“Her excs were I:ke- \'u'lll'!l, A E) n-p aled.

Tt was her turn' (o be restloss pow.
Preaently whe ewme and stond in front of
him, and touched his ero.

“Roger,” uhe aail, 1 camwt make my.
selfl anything Lut what L am,  Yun are
the hest aud dearest friend L have in tha
world, amd I'd rather sperd an hoar with
¥ou than witk snyeone else.- You™— she
looked up at lim quickly—“yon sre tvo
good to me. but it wu't anything io m»
that makes me so. Ii%s just your owa
grealpess, I I could mnhh your love,
iy dear, 'd—" .

tihe moxrd away again, lnd when ahe
ek Ler face was flushed, her eyca
aliining . with the tears held back., | The
doctor knew_leer difficulty in sayiog ao
much. There iad alonys Lean aboul her,
even in Hoberi'y dmy, & prriain quality, oi
maldealy reserve or heritation, a sort of




