»

t—also a substantial share of hiz very
wmsideralde worldly goods. He put it
the light of an excellent bhargain—
#ou knaw how the Stock Exchunge per-
vudes him.conversation. I wax to make
tlinl happy by marrving him, and he
wold redrieve our fswllen forliunes with
hix millions—fair profits to esch of us,
au see. | refused the offer—then’”

“The full advantages of the cantract

il not strika you till ailerwardst”

* 1 suppose [ must confeas to a fit of
ecwardice. My courage [ailed -me at the
woment when I ought ie have said
*Yes'—aund besidea ——

George lost interest in his stmuber-
ries, ‘There waa something very strange
im Margaret's voice. Putting dawn his
phule, he fooked acroas the (nhie at her
srverted faee.

" Well? ™ he inquired.

4y, [ am & woman, and yon must Jet
nie lie unreasenable, My course seeins
quile clear now, doeun’t it? The mext

time 1 weel Maurice; 1 am to let him -

know that 1 have changed my mind. 1t
will be very easy. Then we shall be
married ax soon as we decenlty ran—
and he will insist on bis right to pay
off all lcomard's debtz, beenwse Mys,
Muuvrice Frobisher's brother must be a
respectable landowner, Cunninglnm is &
pood lawyer, and knows how to keep a
secret; Leonard will pever know how
wear he came to losing all  he possesses.
The simplivity of it appesls to me”

dhe woldered why he dild not auswer.
¥t was unlike hin not to have listewed,
Bt that was the impression he gave
Wwhen at last he did sveak,

s [ still fail to see why Teonard can’t
i putrry mnoney —if that is the oniy
thing to do. It's his place to save his
inheritance if ke can not yours. Why
sliguld you be sacrificed like bhis?”

Gearpge had an angey vision of Leouard
Tagasham in which liis worst qualities
wera prominent. That Marguret should
be doing this for the sake of 8 counceited,
tlmughtle:u-. selfish  young coxcomb-—it
wus shameful.

“ You forgot that Len is handicapped
in that divection™

“Ilow o you mean? He's mot he
Tugasham good Looks, nud—well, the girls
du't seem to object to him exactly.”

“Fhat's just il, The eternal Feminine.
Have you forgoiten about  Elaine
already? Ien has gone to town for the
purposs of going o their ball and snatel-
ing as many glinpses of her as the whirl
of the end of the scason will allow, He is
living un .the lLope of beivz invited to
their phace in Perth for Feptember.”

“Lodidn’t realizse it was such a lasting
aflasir, I thought =she wax a three-
weeks' godidens, like all the vest of them.
Xe hie really still i pursuit of her? She
wasn't  puvtiendarly interested in ltimy
When he last explained what he calied
lzis “lesperate situation’ to ne™

“OF lule she has been kinder,  Ten's
p.llu nt pikerimage from howuse to huuso
snd his rining attitude towards
i gencral—with a reserve aupply  of
intelligent adoration for hersoll oniy—
seem to have had the desiced effect at
last.  She iy quite openly  {oml  of
him.”

rge carefully cnt himself a stice of

“Then where iy the need of
Troluxlwr" Te inquired, ay he exandined
the pink and white icing. “Miw Eline
1sn’t exactly a b:-ggar-nmill."

Alargaret gave hiln a look whicl sagy-
gosted that she thought  him  slupid.
“Your innocence is quile refreshing, my
dear George: do you suppoese thist plav—
ing with a person has the hnmediate re.
sull of marriage with the samet  he
will have forgotien his existence by nexi

year. It's «ilferent with Maurice—he
vmrea, O courae, it's no question of
maney inatters with hime It js—well.

TN =ay ‘the other Luing’ if the next wonk
mukes you glower like that.”

George  bamisbed  his frown, and
lauglied, a little grimly, “Nat iwing =
wmillionaire,” he replied. “I can’t judge of
hiv fa
surprising e his falling in love- with vou
=1 Litve known orlinary men do that.”

ile laoked down at linself with -
yarent amusement,  Margaret, gs xle
wiitehed hia face, wna surprised to fincd
that she did not undevstand him. Per-
haps there were likdden waters under
the mn[lllulv which he shm\ml te the
world,

The sound of dixtant carviuge wheels
broke the silenee.

“Frobisher 1" queried George, curfte.

"There's mo vue clie in the country

;fnrgn ret wondered. why he did not R0,
Wnd was aunoyed with hersslf at being
that he stayed. “We have been a
fuiost unconacionalie thme over tea,” she

But thoere's nothing very’

Luger,.—out of pique?
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obsceved, holling out her cup towards
him.

He roee, took it from her. #nd slovdy
put it down on the table. Then for the
space of two minutes he stood silent,
with his back wlmost completely turned
townrds her. . .

- 'The, attitude -irritated Margaret—all
the more for ile weleanesm,  Ste koew
his Mne eyes were 0s inscriatable as his
shouldera, S“What | are- you doing,
{ieorge!” rhe ackedd, with the mirthless
laugh of the Rervous. . . ..

The carriage wheele were  growing
louder. Three solemn ticks cRine lrom
the clock on the mnatelpicee. " -

Then George turped and faced her,
with both hands resting on the table
edge.  The tea-things clatterad a little
uml(—r his weight,

Murgaret, looking wtp, found something

in his uxnutll\' phn-iil eves that frightened
lier.
" kis mouth twisted .oddly at the core
ners for an instant, and then came lis
quiet veire: “As 1 said before, Meg, I
am not a millionpiré. I nm only an
ordinary man. with o very small bank
account. I can't save Ingosham for you,
56 1 shun’t ask vou—for what I*ve want-
&l more and more each year since you
came back from. schook—what I shall
want to the end of my days. DBut, par-
din my foolishness, will you tell me—
can yor-—what your anawer would have
been i T could have asked today? I
don’t want to know anything elze but
that,” )

Margaret shook her ead at him. smil-
ing. “\'u use in disenssing might-have:
boum Georze.” she replied.

He hag nut ‘said quite what she exs
peeled.  After all, it made things casier.
As to telling him—

Here her t]lflll""llt‘.\ came te a a standstill,
for the bullor opened the dom, and they
heard a eonfuscd noise of voices im the
hall,

- George privalely anatbenatized Froo
hisher for not being able to enter the
lhouse quictiy.

Before e butler could spenk, he was
hurriedly pushed aside by a tall person-
age evidently in a great hurry to get
past.  As le qlrmle forward, M'nlnrarc-t
and George stavted hack in nmazemenh

“Leonard! they cried in unison.

“Well” said that individeal.  *You
don't look very glad te sec a fellow,” he
said to Mavgaret.

Ite frowned a little, and thvew back
his head with the defiant tilt of the
chin Dis ancestors had left te him, - Six
feut of British good Jooks and musele are
not  bestowed on evervbody, and the
attitude was pmdmmhlo.

‘I eame by the other train® le ex-

plained, eoming to the tea-table, “Hello,
Gonrge! giad le see ¥You. Have you

left me anything to eat s
A few strawhervies.

explain yonrself first,

come in the :
“You'd ma

Bnt you must
Why dida't you

apital eriminal Jawyer,
old follow. \u getting round your gues-
tions. T had my reasona. very wrgent
reaxons for seeing Mes—and vou (stnp
lookime for yonr ]mt')*hoth of you,
SOOI Qs pnsuhlo

e wank into an armehair. and smiled
at them from its depths. 1 was fucky
to zet a lift i Frobislier's trap,” e went
on; “the heat up the Bean Will was
cnough to melt vou.
on the roadside when he came adong, At
first he thought | wax a teamp. for 1'd
ramned my panama down aver my face
in lhopes of keeping Lhe svm oif,  What
sith that, amd the dust. { must lhave
Tooked pretty disreputable, and

“Eeonard.” said  Margaret. severely,
“slop babbling, and tell us rour ur«(-nt.
reasons for coming home™

The colour flooded ihe lad's smiling
Face. *ONL!-well . .7 dle dropped his
long laslies in a smlllcn fit of shymess,
snd then threw wup -liis head and faced
them joyously., “1 came for vour con-
gratulations on my enzagement.” he ane
nonnced. with  the  peandiloquence  of
Fouth, . -

Marzuret tan to kim and cuushi hold
of his square shomblevs.  “0Uh, Tent®
she panted, hetweon vimorous 'a«]mken.—
“What «o you mean?  Jt isnt—it can't
he—Flnine ¥

“How could it be mnyone odse?.  Did
you think 1 should marry an ol dow.
OF convss, it's not
surprising that vou are a bit astonpded,
It’s so wonderful. I can seareely Lelieve
it mynell, Aned so-plorions! Why,
Meg, you're orying.  You little poose!
And. upon my word, George almost lnoka
na if ha wers going o juin int  Cheer
ful way oi congraiuluting mel™

“loonard.” soid CQeorge. holding out
his baud, “you've vather wtartled us,

. iz hands.

I was reerniting

timt's all.  We congratulate von with
ouyr whole hoarts—don't we, Meg?

Nhe leaned forward. and piit her hand
over the linked museulsr enes of ber twu
oomIl“ﬂonm

“Yes,
ﬁngera in contrast to teorge's bronzed
ones—"“with both our hearts,™
=1 muost ge and-wamsh off seme of. this
grime,” announced lLeonard,
. "Not much of the landed
pmpn«-wr about me nl the preseut mo-
ment."”

He went Lo the door, and then pnnsml

. smiliog at their watching faces,

“S0 the Nouse of ln,_r-nsbam is saved
from disgrace and tuiu in the nick of
time,” he said, quietly.

George, who had picked up his riding-
crop, saddenly et it fall unheeded,
shouting—“What 1

Margaret stood rigid, her face in whife
bewilderment. “Lecnard:” she ga\ped.
helplessly,

e opened the dnor “Dcmf Fou
think it would have been better to tell
me, Meggy?’ he resumed, atoeping te
careas an exciled fexterrier who lad
squeezed himself  throwgh the hali-
opened door, having just discovered hig
master's return, ““Conningham did it
rather badly.” - - o

“Cunningham?” . demanded- Ceorge;
fiecelys ) B ..
“Yes. Yon see T was so filled with °

longing to tell somebody the jorful news
that I'didi't know what on earth to do
with wxself all thia -morring. So it
occnirred o me that, I might go an see
old Cunningham, who aiways: takes an
intereat in our doings.. Wel, he was
only toe profuse with his eongratula-
tions. Then he began to reel nut eom-
plintents by the ward, and finished up

with something like this—And allow

me to admire the good sense which in-
spired your cheice of a young lady who
not only possesses beauty and charm
of chatacter, but & fortune of some three
or funr thowsand a year, ”

ITe paused, opening the door a Iutue
wider and gently shoving Tle barking
terriey ﬂ'lrl)lu_!h the apertuare.
© “fo on,” said George, sternly, :

“I told him the money wasn't of the
Jeast importance—it was entirely an
affaite de coeur. He opemed his eyes st
that, and said he should have tho“ght
in the prosent unforlunate state of my
exchequer, the maney was of the greats
est importance. I demanded what the
dickens he meant. He sail—Cood
HMeavens! Hasa't Miss Margaret told
Fou¥--and, for a long time, I conldnt
get anything out of him. He kept re-
proaching himaelf for what e called his
‘indiseretion.’ . Evidently le thenght my
first visit to Dis office meant that T had
been told all about it. Shall T zo on?™”

“Of eourse,” said George, tapping his
foot impatiently.

“Then 1 made- him Qdeseribe the pleas-
ing sort of wness my private afaivs were
in. The news was rathier a shock: I
didn’t realise what 2 fof it al meant to
me before—ilte—well, the swngger of
i, you Lknow. Lconanl !lggll;lram of
Ingasham, was—somebody: but Leonard
Ingasham of mnowhere particular
wast't wor llt knowmg Thai was the
worst i :t
_ “Cro on,” repeated (‘eorge

“OF course I dasbed off 1o Elaine aml
Lacked out at once.
explain sensibly that the offer 1 had
utade must he considered nnsaid, I diduo'é
ask her to wmarry a penniless good-for-
nothing. But she wouldn't listen. She
said, among a grent many other things,
that we carsd for sach other, and no-
thing elze mattered. o, in the eyes of
the world, I'm going te do (le right
thibg—marry a nice girl with a forlune,
which will save we from ruin,”

He steppedl back inie the hall,
turning. faced them in the foorway.

“And I'm deing right in my ewn eves
too—for I wat, going to wmarry the mirl
who comes before all other girls—the
givl L love!™ ’

Hig- voice relurned
cheerful tones.

“T'IE be back in A minute or two. Don’t
o, (deorge—1 want to see more of you,
Make me rome fresh iea. will you. Meg?
The stuff T had on ihe 1rum “.'l-in’t
warth drinking.” o~

He finalky simt . the ('lonr and they
heard lis steady. footsiops  echoing.
neross the hall. lo' the nhhllud necwm.
pumment of “Rill Bailey.”

Ceorge picked up his rifling crep, and
stond 1wirling it beiwren his large fin-
wers. ‘Margaret sat dowan, limply, in the
nearest cliair,

“Well, Meg,™ Te said, slowly, “Lava
rru got time—for me—now?”

Margaret looked into bis blue eyes,

and

to ils natural

* ahe said. looking ab her whlle
surveying -

- r'A!{’otnvn_y o
~Woman

1 began to try and .

CALVERT'S

which for the firat time hid nothing frem
her. Then she gol  wp and loaned
npainst the: sturdy shiowlder she forwed
ready for that purposs:

.“I donm’t thiok I ehall ever Tave- time
for any one eise,” she said, indistinetipy,
from her tweed-rcented nsllng [ﬁm—-

By Eleanor Yicoeq in “Pall Mall.”

osn afford

osrtaxinly can T
Afford’ tr have ¥
Ayer's Halr Yigor; £,
and most women wonld &
bo greatly improved by-
it, too. It mesms 2o moeh
‘to. have: long; riek;  hoavy B 15
- halry soft; smootlr, glessy hair:  And’
; this is just the kind of Lair yotmyi
have, if you wish it. If you wish abf,
the deep, rich eolor oi youth mtond
to your hair,

Ayer’s
-%au' Vigor:

‘will cortainly satisfy you.

- Do not ba deceived by cheap inuea-
tions which will only disappoiat you.
Maka- sure you get- AYER'S Haip:
Vigor.

Preparcd by Br. J.C. Aver & Co.. Luwel), lllh..l!. 5.‘.

A FRellable Remadg fer Risumatizm,
Lumbpage, Chitdiaina, Cuats, Burnn,
Briizes, Aehes, and Pains,

To soothe
the Skin (smn:mgund-rlhoheu

a burning sunt and io
remove the offocts o! pers:mnmn., .

Prickly-heat Soap

ia specisily mdapted. Thouth indizpensable
in chees of Prickly-heat lwheoos its name?
and othar irritation of the ckin, it is eleo
populer for gencvei bath and toites ume, being
pure, autiseptic, and refreshind.

#5 Sold by ail local Chemists and Stores, |

F. C. CaLvaxT & Co., Manchaster. End.

EdEEE

A concentrated
nutrient.

PLASMON

“containing all the
uecessary elements
\ ‘for renewing,
muscle, brain.

and nervess




