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- *Telmont-
“ams fast e you can make

fide  James, my chauffeur.
road, 1 said,

.7  And away be went.

"Pn yor know of any minister of the
Gorpel  vesiding on this -poad, Jamest”
1 :l!lu'!l

“Reverend (-rinnhbon " he answered

buielly, |
. reopalian ¥
@ xir. Presbhyterian.”

“Are there any others bl'l\\l.‘(‘n hcre
mu] town?"’ =
vot that I know. of, Mr. Brooke?”

“Then ur.op nt the Gmnd:son Housze,
Janies.’"

I found the Reverend Calvin Grandi-
B in bi< stuly.  lle greeted wme kindly,
bt reproachinlly, ws though my sud-
den rntraziwe  had nipped in the bud

Bumne fair Hower of speech that was to
}m\.c

tlecorated hia sermon the follow-
In the fewest words pos-
I explained who 1 was and what T
desired,

“h. you arve the man with the
beantiful gavlen!™ he said, his fine face
Lighting wp wilh intereat, .

“With yonr help, my dear mir, L ahall
heneeforth be known as the man with
the  heantiful  wife,” I replisd. “You
will help me, wont yout”

"l shall be nost happy, Mr. Brooke,”
he declanal. “liglf-past” four “¥ou suy.
I shalt order the phacton at once.”
"LPerhaps 1oean pick you up on my re-
turn from town,” T nugm-sled "1 have
&n autimobile o||t~.|dr”

He dlectined my invitation gently, Lut
& firmly that, in my mind’s cye, 1
heleld a motto. among his more secular

artivley  of  faith, rcmling: “XNo Auto-
mubiles  for  Mine”™ 1 thanked him
watmly for hiv kindness and resclved

then und there to have Allison discover
hisn pel foilde, and te foster it jndul-
gently no matter what it wis—orchids,
Jipanese prints or the dienthen in d.nrl..
ext Africa.

Fromi the Reverend  Calvin Grandi-
Bun's to Bebwant (fortunately for e
ﬂ. wia Lhe county-seat) wus but a three

mile spin, amt we muade it in law-
breahing tin Unee there T directed

James 1o lake e to the courthouse,
and in less han Len minutes had energ-
ed frow that LGuilling und from my in-
terview with the connty clerk, with, our
marringe-license—aAlisons  and  nine—
vany pucket,  Next 1 sought the
cposit vaults of “the trust  cond.
v, where 7 withdrew my mother's
wedd ng ving . Logether with o wonder-
ful eowerald ring that had boen hers, anid
& neckluce of. ]\(‘Ift(t pearls. Therd
wore other jewels in the box for Al
tyn, It tliese three 1 knew would ]ﬂpan'
here mest, aml dine was more precious
than j 1-15 inst then.

That pecompliched, « we turned our
faves homeward. Jaswed and 1. - No Lid
tver flew Lo its mate 'Il'I(J'I'L swiftly than
1 flew ta Allison, unee 'we were out of
town, and on the hard, broad Belmont-

Feal.
W pussed the Neverend  Calvin
Orandism about a  wmile  from  our

dust nation puking along in an aniiguat -
¢l phacten behind an antiquated white
buree, I waved my hand 1o Wim as we
pitsseil and e favoured me with o hoy-
ror-s ken stare. 1'm sure the pgood
tian approached  Brooke Mouse  with
grave doubts as to whether he wonld
nal be galled upan to repeat (ha buriak
#ervice over we instead of marrving me
thul afternuon.

ek at my watel as owe drew up
af the ehibe dose; 0L was just ten min-
ules past four.  “Not so bud, James™
T oraid. =1 shall want ¥ in the library
in Afiftecn aiontes Lo sign o paper as
\Hh]rw-a

;.: dismissmd Jumes T made o haa-
of ithe gavden. Allison was
o :dmlll\ in 1he house with Mrs Per-
. niv T turned my sieps 1lither, en-
fered the Tumse amd went liseet to the
lilivary. SUI e Alison.  “Nhe i3 in
e npper part of the house,” I thought,
mil wus on the point of going upstaire
when my exe fell on au r-nu-lupc an
the table, wddressed to we ig o hand-
writing with which T was not familiar.
I reached for it and bruke the scal, pge-
pared to read it as T apcemwded the stuirs
T got no further than ile Jibrary door,
however, for (hin in what T reads
My
When you rewd this T wlwll bave fled,
I just enn’t mmrry  wou, Juhno 1t
recttesl Fo netural that I should while
¥du were here. but now you are gone
it lus . bevowe -bnpossible; it has been
ke the foalish storics you  resd in
magarinea— e kind - you know eould
mever dnve happened,
I do love you, Juhn, and it s in my

diar, slear Jolin:

L

heart to wish you -had not ot me 301

we were married Now, al! the prejudices -
. all the teachinga of my girlhcod, of my

wother’s girllivod before me—all * the
traditiona of my sex Lid me fly from.
¥ou, aml I am powerless to resist.. [
may not even tell you where I am go-
ing. 1 may pot leave oue little clue
to point the way. .

I know vou will sparch for nu‘ Yea,
and I know Fou will find me. You
miist find we, John, 1 shoull be ao
unhappy if you dido't find me!

I shall leave the watch, the keys -ml
the scal ring with Mmm Perking;. the
scurab  searfpin 1 shall keep. Take
gond eayc of my house and wy garden,
John;  of my birds, any towers and my
sirawberry beda;. and try to beleve it
i% not my wish that I (esert them —
that I go unwillingly.-

ALLISON,

There wag sunshine in the room, and
hirds rang in the marden, but my \mrhl
was in darkaess, my sun in complete
aclipse.  With Allison's lotter in my
hand I stared Blindly «t the door spen-
ing upon the hall; it sernsl 1o e that
samething was moving toward me, but [
was not sure.” Then my mind cleared,
and my eyes rested on Mrs. Perkins, not
three feet away.

“ You here” I said. “Yan? Do you
knew what has happened? Bo you know
what Jas llappened, 1 say? Miss Corn-
wall is gome. 1 left her with you, and
yoeu let her go. 1 do not binme yvou, Mra,
Perkins—1 do nat Llame ALY
mysolf. Please inform the Revere
Grandison, who will appear whort]
there witl be no wedding thi< afternoou.
In the meantime I beg von will telephone
to the stables and tell James ta bring
“automobile to the side duor at ones
hat will he all, Mya. Perkins”

* But, Mr, .Jnlm!"’ she protested.

“That will be all, Mrs. Yerkios,” I re-
1)?(1("(].
*Hut she hasu't gon~!"™ ecried Mrs.
Ierkins. .

" What do you meani? 1 tl:nndvrrd

“T mean that she's upstairs in the
nosth bedroom,” i

* How can she Te?  Hhe can't bhe!”

°* Excuss fue, sir, but she is.” [l
“ 1 had every reason to doubt my house-
keeper's sanity.  For all that I started
for the seepnd stovey on the run.
©e Mr, Jehn'? !

1 panaed.

" Here—livrr!d thekey” -

“'Fhe key?® I -exelaimed. - Thr key?”

* Yeu. sir. T—I—1 locked her in.”

Then ‘1 understeod. I had told Mrs
Perkins, in a laughing way, not to let
“Allizon escape; she Dhad taken my com-
manuls literally, and had obeyed them ke
a soldier. Dear. good Mrs| Perkins! Rl
ran to bher and bugped her then and
there. 1 shall never be able to thank
vou, Mrs, Perking,” T said. * You lave
done more for me this day than I can
cver repay.” '

= Thank yow, Mr. John,” she said, ac-
Tnowledging mv embruce with great dig-
nity.” " Bat the young l.:u])-—\nll she
theuk e’

1 hadu't theupht of tbat.
waa a high-handed proceeding for my
housekeeprr to plave my Allison uueer
lock nnd key. “ITuw lomg¢ has she been
therer' 1 unked.

At Jeast a half-hour, Alr. John”

'=he didu't make any—er—demonstra-
thom ?”

I haven't hieard a somml. Mr. John.
After € lovked the deer I hurricd pight

Tiuly, it

¢1l, T think we'd hetler release hev
now, Mrs, Perkins

“We, Mr. John? ghe a-ked.

STerhaps it owould be hetter for me
1o go alone” T sail brovely!

“I'm sure it woull,” said Mrs.
kins with decivion. “llere ix the k

This time T muounted the stairs A
slowly; [ felt  decidedly  eriminal,
and not at all AT, What
wonld  Allison think? What - would
Allison say?  What  wonld  Allisen
du? My eourage had all ubt  de-
sorted me when 1 stopped before the door
Dehiud -whiclh there mipht be n raging
Allisun,
imperions Allison,

1t reeined Ao
anered w0 foolixh

fouliksll te knock. It

tduor,  The =siteation, while - abisurdly--
foreienl, was to e -merionsly, vitally
WIRve: hiy anisgivings were uny, and

my mind wneertain,

Lerhuaps it would be best just to Wlip
the key in the keybole and unlek the
door. That, at keant, woull atiroct Alli-
pon’a attention, nml if xhe wished me not
to enter whe would hnve plenty of tino
to tell me w0 while I fumbled with tho
Jock. -Yew, thut was umleoubiedly ihe

"7 The

n weeping “Allison, o lmuum‘l,,

ta cabl throuzh the -
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best plun—sa with trembling ﬂngers 1
started to put it into execution. . . '
I3 that you, John?- came .n Iresh
clear voive from within. .

P “Yes, Allison,™

- “Why don’t you come in'"
CJYPm coming, L replied meekly. 'Ehcn,
as [ pusled opea the door, nli wmy wis-
givings vanished; it was po raging Alli-
son, no weeping Allison, no haughty,
imperious Allinon, whom I bebeld—jnst
my Allison, the epivit of my gurden nl:l:l
the joy of my house and heart,

Reading my welcosie in her eyes T ran
to her and caught her in 1y arms. “Alli-
s I whispered%-",\ilison! You are
yeally, hered™ .

“Yes, John” she Taughed, “Thanks to
your ol she-dragon of w housckeeper.”

"My estimable, Joyal, amnd priceless
jewel of a housekecper,” 1 retorted.

“Khe iz indeed,” said Allison. “L love
her for locking we in; 1 really and truly
didn’t wunt to ge, Juhn——uuly I had
ten”

“Umly yau ithought \ou lLind tu ” 1 cor-
rected.

il was very real, Tobn."

“1 know,” 1 said. “I hope this is real.
Are you sure I am not lln"lm]ng‘

“[f you like I'Il pineh yow,” she Te-
plied.

. . . a - - -

We were nartied in the garlen.  Al-
thouyl the Revernd Calvia Grandison
wore no churchly vestments, he suited
Ailison in every way. And nfter the
cereneny the dear old boy—qguite uncon-
scious, I'm sure, that he .was stealing
my thunder-—approachecd her with o fine,
oid-fushivned bow, and said:

. “Mr, Brooke has. long Lorm known in
the ehbourhood as tlm man with the
beantiful garden. Hercafter I shall al-
ways think of him as the man with the
Beauntiful wife™

A Much Travellcd Postcard

Some llltle time back we gave a repro-
duction of a postesrd with an unusual
bistory. Ou Oectober 21, 1903, this card
was plackd in o bottle and droppcd over-
board Ly a Mr. Lacey from the barque
dirasrmere, while inaking the voyage from
California to London, awd, after drifting
nbout H000 wites, it was picked up at
Parengarenga; near the North Cnpeof
New Zealand, about two months ago, and
handed to Captain Stein of the Northern
BN Company’s Waitangi, who forward-
ed it to its address, “Aliss 1. E. Bloom-
tiekd, Oakficld, Withington, Manchester.”
By the last mail the captain receiveil
from Miss Bloomfield a copy of a Man-
caeater paper referring to the eard’s io-
teresting voyage, and al-o a very nice
letter of thanks, dated Auzuail 30ih, from
which we wake the following extract:
“Please aceept my mo<t sincere thanks
for the trouble You have taken to for-
wanl me the womlerful posteard, whieh
my enwsin placed in a boitle and dropped
into the sea, and which was Found in such
romantic ¢irewnstances. - My couain, who
is now chiel wmate of the bavque Sacera.
told me about two vears ago 1that he haul
Hrapped several eavds intu the sea, ad-

dres-ed to me, and wondered if T wonld
ever receive ene of thet. That forward-
el Dy you ia the only onc that has

reached ome™ . .

SLARE o

“awakening of China™ s illus-
trated by the fact that an express letter
stamp has been issued, namely, 1) eents
e,

LJ . . ) - ,

A \\hu!\' l).llrh n! smmps of the Phi
pine Islauds in u’purhul as ﬁur(hurge(l
Q. ]!, presumnbly meaning “official busi-
There i & fine firld here for the
ulist, na ihrre are several varietics
ol ihie letters “0.3,” and  kope . sur-
charges are Wack, while others are in
rul,  Even violet culour, done with a
typewriter, is reported, so that there
will not be much trouble in forging over-
priots.

-R

HSome new stampn hare been iunnd -

‘to ate the 40ih an-
- niversary of the eleetion of bhrleq »eo;
ond son of Priace Charles Aatoine of

’ Hohenml]ern-ﬁlgmnrmgen as hereditary

-Prince of Roumania, on March 24, 1864,
amd also to commemarnte the 25th An
versary of his proclamatiom as Xiny,
which  took pluce on March 20, 1881
There are three types, ihe centre of eocht
Btamp being in blaek. One bears they
portrait of Kiog Charles at the present
day, another a porirait of him Tas
Prince in 1860 and Kimg- in' J008. Thae
third design shows Charles at the battia
of Calafat. Tn .type” ). are -1 bani
brown, 3 pule brown, 10 ¢armine, 40 Jjark
hrcmn, and 1 ien orange red.. Type IL.
is represented by Y§ bana wukl Rud t:pc
IIL by the 3 bani greep, .

Yet another provisional stamp is re-
ported from Panama, namely, 5¢ om L
peso lake, the surcharge being in red,

s a8 i

For use in British Post Oice on the
Tevant a provisional stamp was issued
on the 2nd of Augouat. The 2 surcharged
“Levant” wns further over-printed "I
piastre” in black.- 1f;as is stated, only,
480 copirs weve w0 dver printed, thesa
stamps should be werth having. more es;
pecinlly as they were sold solely for uss
un letters by the out"omg mail on that
putticular day.

The death is reported at (Jeneva on the
8th of August of Mr. Hobert ¥heeabach,
at the early age of 46 years. le was
travelling on. the Continent apparently,
in good hrnlth, reached Geneva on the
Bth, took bed next day, and died the fol-
lm\mg afterncon, Mr. Ehrenbath's re-
patation us a phitutelisf was world-wide.

LI

On April 25, 140, the following notice
was issued in J«.ngland- “To- all "post-
masters nmk sub-postimstera™ "1t has
been decided Lhat postage stamps are ta

~be Dbrought into use forthwith, and as
it will Dbe necessaty that every such’
stamp should Le cancelled at the post-
office o sulrpost-office, where 'the letten
bearing the rame *rivay - be - posted,” [
herewith forward for your wseian ol
liternting stamp. The ‘first obliterating
stamp waa the one corunonly catled
ihe “Maltese Crope” which is- seen- un
the 1d& black, end Iater on the Id red,
and 2d blue, The Id black end 2d blua
were issued on-May Bth 1840, and next
year the i red was substituted so as
to make the obliterastion more distinet,

A comforting assnranee fur the small
medium  collector  appeals in ore of
London's Philatelic journgls in 2n articla
teferring to Lhe :recent exhibilion. - Tt is
ny follows:— “There iz aa much amuse-
ment and instrection to Le-pot out of
wanry of the common gtamps us there is
in the very ravest. and any collector who
is 5o faint-hearted as to be discowraged
by seeing somcBorly ele’s stamps of
more value' than hin own, will never
be o valuable recruit to the pursuit,
We therefore uvge wpon “smal medivng
collectors” mnot to be in the lpast dis-
couraged by reeing great enllections, hut
to steadily persevere, and they may rest
assured that the day will come when
others in turn will -feel dizcouraged at
seeing  the colection got togethier Ly,
their own p.xtll_-nt research, and ph:la‘
letic knowledge.” “The  writer well rpe-
wmentbers the feeling of -dikcouragement
years ago when a member of n p}ulm
telie society. A pentleman called in on
elub  wight, owd said e had Brought
round a few sheets of gtamps fur the
inembers to Jook at. ¢f course he wax

. promptly welcombad With that free
- masanty . spitit . RO - _characteristic  of
- stamp collectora. . When - hin sheets wera
passed round for inspection, the mem-
-bers Bimply gorzed - st them in aee
toniskment, There, jn blocksa of four,

--were .various shades.of slémps, 50 rare
—amopgst -the_.then..membera - of-

tha
sociely, that if one pomessed a single
specimen it pave Lim . a higher rank. im
ruch & young socicty. To the remark
thut they were & valuable lot to earry
round o earually, the visitor replied
“0Oh!”. I like to have them with me,
but in case of fire 1 hava Lhem coversk
for £4000." After .that fhe memberas
of the pociety were not so anxlous ta
produge their own allumn for inspeelion.



