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The Postmagter-General, London, Kas
Bad tested at the House of Commons
the automatic stamp-selling machine,
which was iavented by Mr. R J. Diekie,
& Londoper residiog in New Zealaml.

There is something akin to the poetic
iz the inscription on  the Charity

- Yhe New Zcaland Graphic for October 6,

deepen the harbour, amd rubber plant
seed obtaimed to try and introduee thut
nduatry im the group.

' * & »

The Post Oflice in Bardinin commenced
in 541, and in March, 1604, there in men-
tion of the monopoly reserved by the
Goverament, of the right to carry let-
ters, and forbidding all distribations by
drivers of vebicles and persons on fot.
In June, 1561, Emmanuel Philibert, Duke
of Bavoy, appointed Signor Scaramuccia,
Postmaster-General, allottiug to lim the

revenues of the Posty, in consideration -

of an annual payment of 700 crowns, a
sum afterwards veduced in proportion to
roduced reeceiptd, But at thut time the
office had to do wilh home posts rather
than with letter posts, the latier not
being intreduced until some time in the
seventeenth eentury.

stamp of R nia. One represents
Queen Elizabeth, nursing s wounded suf-
derer, and the translation of the inserip-
tion i, “'Lhe wound dressed, and the
teara wiped away, Elizabeth.” The other
design shows the Queen wealed at &
meaving loom, and the imscription reads:
*Women weave the future of the coun-
¢ry, Elizabeth.”

Another surcharge stamp iz reported
frow, Abyesinin, pamely, 40,7 in violet
on 2 garish brown.

The le¢ green. and 2c orange stamps of
Paraguay of the 1904 designa have had
the word “official” introdueed jlmt under
the feet of the lwn,

The 24 heller stamp of Austria has ap-
rared in 4 much paler shade of blue.
The value is in black on a white ground.

1t is reported that a twa years’ sup-
ply of Lagon stamps have heen sent to
Southern Nigeria for use in that eountry,
the two eolonies huving been amalga-
mated.
. & &

Or!e dealer who had = siall at the Lon-
don Philatelie Exhibition reports msles
Just onder &£ 1000 for the nine days.

“In our opinion the gredtest pleasure
is derived by tliose who spend ne more
eash wpon their stamp celiveiion than
they ean afford for & pleasant parsuit,
and are not troubled with caleulations
of profita and Josses.”  (Stanley Gib-
bons’ Monthly Journal.}.

The nmew 15 ¢ stamp of Taly is of a
wery distinet type. A% the top is a
wlraight label inseribed ¢ Poate Italienne™
in the centre. The word “cent” iz jim
the cormer at the Jeft, and the numerals
* 16" at the right hand corner. All tha
remainder of the stamp is aecupied by
# finely-executed portrait of the King,
profile view., The general effect ia dis-
tinetly good, the abwence of florid orna-
mentation being qnile a siriking change,
in respect to modern stamp  designa.
The colour is grey-hlack. -

’ *® & @

“Let them all come with the whale
menagerie standing on its head ™ ia the
eomment in Slanley Gibhons' Mouthly
Journal, upon the fact that the 10 rees
stamp of Nyassa, giruife type, has been
discovered with inverted centre.

The postal serviod of Beania and Heree-
govinia s stifl under the eontrel of the
military authorities. The firat poatage
stamps were issued in 1379. On Jannary
Ist, 1900, the currency was attered from
keutrer to heller, which mecessituicd a
Dew jsyue of stamps,

The fact that stamps of Ceylon are
being overpritted for use ny the Maldive
Islands, naturally makes philaiclists in-
terested in that plice,
tioned that the Maidive Islandsa are situ-
ated 500 miles from Ceylon, and ihat
none of them are over 20ft. above tho
devel of the nen. The population in the
group in 181 totuiled 30,000. Mali ie
the vesidence of the Bultan, who paya
tributa to the Government of Ceylon.
That the Maldive Islanders are adopting
‘Weatern eivilisation js shown by the fact
that an Australian horse hos been pur-
ehaaed for the Sultam, while the Ambas-
sador contented himself with a motor

cls. A dredge hus bheen ordered to

1t may be men- ~

IN AGONY AFTER MEALS.

Edward Mayson, Napler .
Indigeation for Yeara
Thumping Sick Headaches
Hix Whole Health Vrecked
To-day Strong as Any Man
Dr. Williams' Pink Fills.

“For ten yeass nod more 1t was nard For
me to know what to eat end what not to
eat,” silit Mr. Edwnrd Mayson, of Hafles
street, Napier. “Kvery few montha 1 got
n bad fit of Indigestion ihaf made 1ife uok
worth ilving., X was wever free fram pain
for three ar four honrs afler every wedl
1 way sore oud eching ail over, and my
wead was seplitting the whole day. For
weeke OB end, I was ag miserable ax o wan
coualit e, The last attack I hed wax tast
winter iwelve-manth. After ¥ bad becn 1n
agony for thrre moaoths, I tried 1hr.
Willlume* Pink Fils. Inside a month they
set me right, and 1 have mever had any
trouble with ay stomech from that du¥ te
thin."”

Mr Edward Mayaon hna lived pretty well
all his Hfe in Napler, sinee goming to this
colony - frem  Lauesshire i the early
cightles. He i3 4 bootmaker by trade, and
his sbop 18 in Murket street, off Emerson-
gireet, just near the Trades Hall Ile bas
been one of the local leaders o the Meforu
Movement, and has glways been highiy
respected eveu hy those who oppescd him
moest strongly In politivs. Mr Mayson bhas
been a teetotallev all his {ife, amd Das
worked Dharder than any other maon la the
distrlet o ihe Tewmperavee cauwe. 13
follow citizens in Napier describe him 48 &
plain-spoken ran of the highest honour—
and hkis word is as good as his hond
throughout Hawke's ay.

“When f mMan gets oo for ¢), he can't
gromvble if his tecih go—ond 1 blaaue that
far alt my trouble,” agld Mr Mayson, “He-
sideg 1 am coaped up in the sbhop all day,
and Dardly get 0 chapes ta sireteh my legs.
or some years, I neser felt really At
There was always & sort of half-sick feel-
ing about me. AR soon us ¥ ook sumething
that disagreed with me, Iy stomach went
bovk on me altogether. 1 was uever sble
to txckle my food with any reliall. Every-
thing tested pretiy well the annme to me.
If I fareed myaelf to eat a bit of breakfast,
I fetched up gaa all the amarning. The tasle
i my mouth was as bitter as gall. [lown 1a
iy rtomuach, lhere wad 8 queer heavy frel-
ing—-not exactly & paln, but just as bwd or
wurse. All my food secued 10 tumn to lead,
and it lay on wy chest Hke a ton welzht.
Sometlates the paln was a8 much as I conlil
atand. T ¥t was worst of afl just at the end
of my breast boue, anl it went clean
thrnugh 1o my shoulder blodea, Often A
smothering feellng came over me. It was
&ll I conld do to get my bregth.

" “This usred 1o pesy off after iwo ar threz
hours—hut ibhe whola thing stariel axain
whh the mnext meal, I felt like goiuyg
straight from the toble to bed. I got teo
slecpy to keep my £yes open. The stramps
thing was that I could never sieep well
whenn I did go v Bed. Fer hours I
tossed and turned. Az soon as 1 dropped
off to sleep, 1 started to dream—and (hen
woks up with my &ead aching anid a misér-
able fecling all over wme. Next moarulng
1 got up worn out and wretched., Every
bone fn iy bady wis aching, My shoulde:s
were stiff and sore, snd there wag a dull
dragging poalo, gcross the mnall of my back.
I wias worse In the morplogs, and felt too
bad-tempered to epruk (o anyone. If any-
thing weat wrong in the shop, It put me

out of dumour for tke whels day. The fack -

was, 1 had po right to be ot work.
Just able to drag nlong, Often 1 couldu't
even ilo that. Wheu one of my thumplug
dick headuasches cawe on, I had to give up
wark and 1le down for the reat of the day,

“1t ia mo wander that I wan always mick,
for my bowela oever worked right,” added
Mr Maysom. It wan piailn, too, that thece
wus acwrthing wrong with my kidoeys. My
bload muat bhave been full af Mg, Far days
at a time 1 always feit that I was on tha
polut of throwing np, Then, 311 of a sud-
dcn, the bicod rashed (¢ my face, and the

1 was

1906

aweat ponred off me A mixi came ever
my éyes, sidl my head siarted 1o awhm, My
henrt sioppad beatios, apnd | ofell luto dhe
nearest chalr. | mind yoe day gulog op 1o
Brewster-atreet, here 1o Nupler, when obe
of thew# altacks came vn without
waraing. 1 couvlda't go amother step.
had to grab hold of the fence fo save
myaelf frum falting. It waa Hke going ol
juts a dead falut. That weuk hcart give
we a blpger fright theu anythlng elne,

“An attack llke thls slways w
down L | was notling bot & wre
Mayeon went oo to may. ‘I dropued welight,

any

aud got too wenk to tuke ARy interest in my .

work. The ilael tlme, 1his sort of thing
went ob for three mouthe—and then [ nade
wp my miud i try Dr. WHikeny ok
Fllils. T was one of those mwn wao slun't
belleve in mediclues you read about 1o Lie
paper—bunt [ roun learned that e, Willlaws'
Pink Fllls were not any vemimioan mediciie,
After the second box, I Biarted te he hun-
gry for my weals, and 1 didn't tingd my Toml
dlsagree with = half as wuach. After 1
linidbhed the fourth box, 1 mever bl nsther
digay tern—and iny health wag perfect be-
Tore ¥ batt finkshed the hilf duzen Lhoxes. Thae
brest of it lg that DIIr. WhHllams' Pink 1'lis
rared me for good—for [ nsver fog bettes
o my lite than | have this last two yeare."”
. Remember, Dr. Wilkams' Ping 14w for
Pule L'cople actualiy mykw new hlysd—aoili-
ing ugre. They <o not act  gon  the
howels.  They du oot tiuker with wmese
symptoine. No other medicins strizes at the
mwut of disrave as they o, They bave
curedt the worst fuses of Liver 'I'raubls,

Tndlgeation, Neuralgia, Rbhemnatfsm, Netu-
tica, Geuernl Weakness, Paralysbs, Leco-
motor Ataxia, Al rven Consumnption.  Dr,

Williams® Pink 1Mile are aisg Eunil iu a
‘speciat woy for the seeret biooml w1l eg
that ruin the regular health of prow Firls
aud women. 1f ¥You are not eure woelber
Dr. Willlams' 1tk Pil's are suitsd .o your
own case, write for feore medival advice Lo
the De. Willlams®™ Medlcine o, Wetling-
ton. From the sume ailklress Youw ean order
the genuine Dr. Willlama' Pink Pills at 37
4 bex, ur Bix buxes 168/8, poxt fice.
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THE MAHENO.

The Tuion Company’s turbine ateanier
Malteno, which arrvived in Avuckland
on Frictay ou her first visit to this
port, was the subject of consideralde
interest, and was visited by n very large
namber of people. The chief point of
interest was, of course, the turbine

What strikes onrr most on eutering ile
wpgine-room  is the small amoant of
space taken up by the tirbines. The en-
gines are cncased in three Yarge steel
dru which teke up the full beugth of
the room. and stand about five Teet Irigh.
Reyonrd tke stenm pipes leading from
the four boilers and the peoj ar sl fts,
practivally nothing else is visible. The
turhine machinery working inside the
drum is li'e a scries of wheels, wilh
Mblades attached vo the rims. revolving
round a big axle, and is set in motion
by the conlact of the steam with the
blazdes. In the thrre drumsa there are
374,960 blades, which travel at an enorne-
sus speed, und with the ebject of coun-
teracting the friction in the Loarings,
rpecial Jubrienling apparatus is supplicd,
which is worked by powerful pumps, The
only working purts of the turbine that
are visil:le ure the ends of the shufts and
the levers, which make one dounble turn
to every ten revoultions of the turhines,
The Malene is eapable of steaming 17}
knots, which i4 gomewhat over 20 miles
un bour.

(One of the most interesting numbeen
for some fime past of “The New Zea-
land Farmer” is thut for Uctober, just
franed. Al Lrunches of rural work are
elliciently treated, and the illustrations
are- exceptionally good wnd instruetive.
The sections dealing with poultry amd
dogs, fruil-growing, ganiening, and bee-
keeping will be found of especial value
to those who on the bunters of our
centres of population adoptone or more
of thesa subjects for plessure or profit,
The dniry section iR cwpecinlly inlerests
ing and comprehensive thia monih. No
paper affords such m varicty or exient
of intercsting rewding matter as does
the *“ Farmer.” Prizes amonnting to
£18 for Former cousins are aunuvunced
in this Lssuo.

True (Ghost Stories. ,*

BY ROBERT LEFFINGWELIL,

OW fashinned ghost stories ncarly afs
wiays used to have a (queer setting. Thegy
were genernlly  Jaid im the dark, in
sirange scvenes, in oub-of the-way pincey
whers withesses were impossible.  The
very conditions made the role of the
skeplic easy. But kere are wtories ot

ghoaly xeen umle-r rnmmnnplm‘, uer)‘

atter-of-fact way that earrics convie-
tion. Twe at least of these ghosts
were ween in full Hyeht, and al} the talrsy
are worraboratedd by others  ilan the
narratorx, which makes it imprustivabia
to langh them out of ecourt,

e was always sometling hanl to
off nbont the ghost story; at iw
s oll and so universal. Qur an
ax far burk as ome cares 4o ro
phosts, Ty were, g0 Lo speak, |
the household furniture, like the woman
in the uvrpon-bullder's stowy which fel-
lows, and were handed down with thge
rest of the heirtooms.

There are many good ol howsea in
England where there have Iwen Bimilyg
#hosts  for  penerations—regulur visi-
tunts, to be takén for granted, just as
the secrel stairease. the roined montsy
and the fHunily portraitz. ‘Phe some
thing is true in less (depree in New Eng-

lund. There are old Salen amil llestor
houses thut luve their pghests, which
time eannut lay; but in theiv ap-

pointed seasons they walk, and way stiil
be seen upon their way.

A little while ago seiener was going
o explrin or expel Lhe phosts. Bt they
are atill here. They have rven prown
more gpparent,  lastool of vutishng,

they huve vome into clearer light, and
sovrr we  may be  writing their  big-
graphies. It is, in fuet, from the (ata

ruilecteld hy ntists aud wheplics ihag
these stories are takein The narratora
tedl the tales in their swn wenls:

A BRITIHI

ATRMY OFFICERS
STURY,

About  Christmas time, some  yeara
ngo, wing oflaer on dely, 1 was seabed

Fhers
were tea or twelve aolher oflivers present,
dud smong them Joehn Atkinson, the

sorzeon-mijor of the rephnent, who rat
on my rizht, but at the vk of the table
farthest from me amd next to Buwsell

1 was sitting at the end of 1he tabls
and diveetly facing the window.

“At aborl eight forty-tive pm. At
kinson siddenly phived at Lo window
at his rvirht, thereby  atiracting lhe
uetice of Russefl, who, s his arm,
suid: ‘Liood graeions, doc What'e

il maiter with yout’

“Ehis cnnsed me Lo ook in the o V
tivn in which T saw Alkinson looKing,
¥iz., at the window opposite, and [ there
saw (for the enrlains were lovpel up,
wlthomzglh the room was lighted by =
powerful vewtral gaslight i the soof
and o eandie on the table) a young
woman, in what appesyed a0 soikead or
somewlat worn  bridal winlk or
plide slowly pasi the wirclow from east

dress

in wesl.  8he was about at {he contre of
the window when | nbserved her, and
vutside the window.

“No person eould have arinally heen
in the position where she appeared, as
1he window in guestion is alwol Lty
frel above the ground.”

The second has an almost epie
plivity andd an unsiwdied pathos:
A little boy in o Yorkshire lown .w
sick nota dealb. s mother ol hied
<o years before,  Beside him watched

~im-

hix  ohler  sister aml a Iriend o his
mudlier. The friend distinelly stw the
nolher cuine and  stoop over 1he boy,

ey, Next day the boy .
1 the sister and the fr wera
¢« hiim out, the lalter saul in the

“1 had & singular expriicine ix
room  last It

“Yus, I know,” veplivd the

vislorg

“you saw mother. 1 saw lwr | Sha
cume over and kissed Ylughes”
THE COLLEGE MAN'S STURY.
Behipd  thia  sirange record: iherd

seenns to be a dole of romanee and
strife thut suzzesia the doys of Seott's
novels:

“In ibe spring term, 1888, 1 had gond
to bed unusnally Jnte, shout hali-past
one in 1ha morning, and shorily alten
petting into bed L heard & nnife in my
witting-roon and eallml oul: ‘Who's
{heret’ Receiving no answer, I got oull
of hed amd went into my sitling-rooms
It was a moonlight night, the blind yvasl




