fully simple and refreshing, says the
Loadonr “Era.” ‘The sictim, in this case,
was Mims Millie Legarde, the charming
wriress, who is sbout to tour the suh.
urban theatres shortly with Mr Popple
{of Tppleton), snd we are indebted to
»rr for permission to use the following
epintles:—

Pear Mins Legarde~T beg to enclose
herewith hall o dozen photos of your-
weli, and to axk if you will very kindly
do me the favour of signiag them for
me, on the mount helow the pictures,
whenever you bave » minute to spare.
1 axk yon o sign on ihe mount specially
beraune | oam told Lhat the ink s de-
trimental to the film of the photagraph-
je paper, and 1 do puy wish this, ant I
shail ecteem it a forther favour if you
will dy this for me. V1 send in addition
a ktampeld addressed envelupe, in which
the photos pay be returned, and thank-
ing you in anticipation, heliese me to
rethain, Truly, Mr. H H. H

“To Miss Millic Yezarde, the Prince
ol Wales's Theatre, W. Mr., H—— I
H—— has received the note eontaining
a requent for half a crown. He regrets
to state that he docs not see his way
to contribnte to this motiety in return
for the signature of Miss Legaride, which
he requested in his letter of yesterday's
date. He does not think the same worth
it, and wiH. therefore, be cobliged by an
immuediate return of bis pictures, whea
they will be destroyed, as Mr. H—
does nut collect unautographed photos™

oS 8

MISS TITTELL BRUNE IN
AUCKLAND.

Mixs Tittell Brupe will opea a short
season of 18 nights at the Opera House
on  AMonday, 8th October, supported by
Mr. J. O Willamam's powerful Dra-
anatic Company, which includes the pop-
ular young Englizh actor. Mr. Thomns
Kingston. Miss HBrune will appear as
*Dorpthy Vernon” in the absorbing stage
wernion of Charles Major’s suceessful ro-
mance of that name. In the Houth and
up the coasl—as our society lettera
teatify, Mivs Brune has had an amazing
meeess. The opening production,
“orothy Veruon,” is a play ef which
the 1wost  flattering things have been
puid and written. Une critie har even
gone wo far 8% to say that ~xince Vietor
Hupo evulved the romantic drama, “the
stape has Becn na more stirming tale of
ehivalry that Dorethy Vernon of Had-
don 1lall” The play offers rare seope
for the exervise of Miss Brone™ his-
trionic talents, and in Dorothy Vernon
ahe in snid to bave a purt which suits
ker io periection, By dev excellent in-
terpretation . of thias  character, Mius
Trune is said to show herself as eap-
wbie in light comedy xs “L'Aiglon showed
ber to be in tragedy, lu support of the
star, Mr. Kingston will appear as the
darliing caralier, Bir John Manuers, Miey
Busie Vaughan, as Queen Hlizaleth, Mr.
Onston Mervale ar Sir Maleolm Yernom,
Mr. J. B Atholwood as Hir George Ver-
non, Mr. T. W. Lloyd as Earl Rutland,
Mr. Vivian Edwards as Lorvd Burleigh,
Mr. Maurice Dudlry as Perkin, Miss
MNellic  Fergusom as Mary (ueen of
Bcots, Miss Nellie Calvern as Jennie Fax-
ton, Misa Clura Stevenson an Yady Ver-
mon, and Mins Irky Marshall as ess.

The second great produciion of the
geason wilt bLe “Leah Kleschoa,” the

famous drama by CM.B. Mclenme—

which shows Mins Brune’s genius in &
different vein, and which is z2celabmned as
one uf her preatest achievmenis. Zang-
will's Bucceenful comedy “Merely Mary
Anus will also be stugad during the
Awuckland sesson, awd it is hoped that
time may be found for the revival of
wome of the old iavourites,

L

AUCKLAND AMATEUR SHAERKE-
SFEARE BOCIETY.

ROMEQ AND JULIET. .

With a carefully and, as it tarned out,
a felicithunly choden east, the resding of
* Rwes and Julivt ’ by wembers af the
Auchtund tihakespear Rocicty, proved ol
somewhat exceptional interest and merit;
amd is therefure worlhy of rather more
sxtended notice than can usually be de-
wotrd lo amateur recitals within the
Timited space available for drama.

dlict, Rowmeo, Mercutio, and tha
Nurue, with Capunlet and Friar Lawrence,
are Lhie eharactera who mustain (in tho
erder named) the ehief responsibilitien of
the ever famous, evar delightful love
ragedy., Im Miss Von Meyern Mr. Mon-

-was  astoni
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tague secured a Juliet with whom it would
have been hard indeed ta find any serioua
fault, and, indecd. little fault wlhatso-
ever, it being & singularly able perfor-
mance for an smateur.. - .

Young, pretty, with s dainty girlish
figmre, a piyuant, provoecative face, and
a cultivatal voice, nature hnd errtainly

- doue much in fitting Mias Von Mevern

for the role, and carcful study. under ocb-
viunsly capeble tuition, enabled her to
read audibly, expresaively, and sympathe-
tically,

Now this, for am amateur, #» rare

- enough to mote with speeial marks of

apprabation.

’Ihe famous baleony scenc received very
delicate and girlislly poetic trestment,
and, a8 evidewwe of versatility, the low
comwedy of the interlude with the Nurse,
where Juliet, almost crared with love's
impatience, hus 1o alternately egax and
pacify the tired and ruffled Nurse, ahoweil
that Miss Von Meyern possessed a sense
of discretion as well as hamour, while in
the chamber acene with Romeo, it which
Juliet gives her passion free rein she
ingly convimcing for an
amateur, thougl: nalurally not able te
plemb the full depth of passion as an
older mnd therefore more experienced
artist mighi do. Bul it was well done—
amazingly well done, considering the ape,
training, and elight expericnce of the
reader. Dut the surprise, aud {consider-
ed in comparative terms) the trivmph of
thizs  reading of the play, so far
as  Julit was  concerned, was the
famous and justly dreadmd potion scene
whiclh fsakes the estreneest call on the
nerve, staying power, and ability of the
actress or reader. Nine out of ten ama-
teurs come hopelessly to grief over it,
and it was with some trepidaticn critical

bers of the audi looked forward
to the speech, As an amateur effort, so
far an present deponent remembera, Misa
Von Meyern was almost unique. She did
not rant, yet she managed to create some
considerable portion of the *thrill”
which artists of repute infuse into the

_pari.

We are not of course judging o profes-
sional performance, but that of an ama-
teur, anda very yaungamateur, and in say-
ing therefore ihat she gzve her avdience
real ond often absolutely fine, artistic
{not altruistic) pleasure, one is gixiu],
this promising young lzdy high praise
indeed.

As Rowmen, Mr. Whitimarsh has youth,
@ pleasant voice. and lis share of good
looks, and therefore, so far as a man
in conventional eveniug dress ean do at
a readigg, he “looked” the part, and
read intelligently aund audibly, se as-
sisting the pleasant impressicn created
by Miss Von Meyern. Ile was not
particulariy passionate as & lover, but
he was parnest, and gave a good deal
better aecount of himself than the ma-

jority of amatenr Rowmeos one has
hkeard.
The Merculio of Mr Singer was

a clear, ¢lean cut, finiziied piece of work
of almost professional excellence.. One
hias heard the Queen Mab speech better
done—hy u professionzl—but never Ly
a reciter. The dying sperch, oo, was

worthy of all praise for its llght and .

shade, nnd also very nolably for its re-
straint.

To entrust the nurse to a vcry young
yeader was daring, but the choice of
Misa Zoe Bartley was justified. &he
had been (a litile obriovusly) echooled
and eogched with much care end de-
tail; and {hough, in the language of
what our leginlators refer to as “an-
other place” she was perhaps a trifle
“gvertrained” her reading was one which
did herself and her mentor credit. .

Mr Monimm's Capulet was nolable
for the execllence of his fiery outburst
against Juliet in her chamher, It was
really finely done. The rest of the casi
ealls for little if any special nolice, nave
Peler, but it in perhaps best to leave
him as the school-boy did Caligula. Ask-
al: Stale what you know of Caligula,
and Leing stumped, the youlh replied
with wit and truili: “The lean naid about
Calimala tha better.” So let it be with
Peter,

- A

IS MUSICAL. COMEDY
LEGITIMATE?

CHAT WITH MR. FOWARD LAURIL

(By the “Era (ommissioner.”}

*Auatrziia in A aplendid country for
an sctor to go to and learo his bunineas.”
That fa the spinicn of Mr. Kdwand
Leuri, the well-known wmusical comedy

.in style or jutention,

- and indivisible,.

.compact of laughter,

“eccentric  cbaracter eomedisn  who

has juat - returmed to this
eountry after & five yenrn' pctive ex-
perience of Aunstralasian threatrical wi-
fairs. *“im this country,” argues Mr.
Leuri, *“s man plays -8 certain
kind - of part—eay an Arthur Hob-
ert's  part. He gets known by
playing that part, and s  mot
atfforded an opportunity of distinguishing
himself in another mtyle of buxiness. Now
in Australiz, the actor plays everything,
and on the ground of acquiring versak-
ility the training these is admirable.”

“The Australian women continnes
Mr. Lauri, “possesa marvellous natural
talent.” B i

The writer recollected that several
people he had interviewed Tecently had
had something to say about Australia,
amd that coluny had received & wonder-
ful odvertisenent. Bo te a different
theme.

“May I lead your thoughis into
another grooove, Mr. Lauri, by inquir-
ing il you eonsider mwusical comedy is
Jegitimate comedy 1™

“Well” replies the interviewee, “the
common talk ol the 'legitimate” on our
sije  of art in generally common clap-
imap.. Drama and comedy are not fixed
but change coa-
stantly to meet the changing require-
ments of the new peneration that is
with ns every day. There are not sev-
eral sorts of comedy. Comedy is one
There are, 1 hdmit,
quite & number of standard forma or
manifestations of the ccmic spirit, but
comedy is the thing ecommon to the lot,
the vivifying ceeence of them all. Auy
thing that evolves naturally from an-
tecedent forms is legitimate; and, view-
ed in the proper light, “The BSkirt
Dancer” in so far as it is pood ami
human, is as l:git,lmata as “Twelfth
Night,”

- This objection to certain things in
modern comedy a8 illegitimate is the
eomuonest ew of évery litile erow
that pecks at  hard-working play-
wrights, and we aszree with much of
what Mr. Lauwri says in this respect. It
Ie not real reproach to musical comedy
to eay thzt at moments it approaches
nearly to burlesqie, {an it be said
that in the most deliriously comic Reene
in Bhakespeare, Dogherry, and Verges
are not barlesqre. and in another play
is not the admirmble Hottom as bLrood

a burlesque of himanity as yon shall

{im] i all literature? Possivly it may
be argued that the nrviel comedy of
today is artisticallv dri-ctive in that it
is dispropratiorately pay, tos lavishiy
Yo this we should

be inclined to reply that, in plain fasf,
we moderny peem Lo e peverting to the
old ideals; and, as pilgrims at the
shrine, we kneel with Aristophanes, whe
hag heen some lupg Lima jonely.

if we were to dissert generally upos
“comedy, we might say that in the
Eliabetlan and Rektoration eomedies
*the truly comic element was slender. OF
course, iti has ta be adetiiteg that Mar-
lowe's quips at times are artificial snd
even brutal. Nor, probably, coull any
run Mot eriminally insane Iangh at the
bloody jesia of Massinger or the fierce
humour of Ford. As to Webster apd
l‘oumeur—uell jmaging  any clean

creature laughing at the dpliber-
ately  comic  graveyard reene betw
Sonuffe and I-unctta in “The At.hemtl
Tragedy!* Them in Jonsonian comedy,
most mnotably in Yelpome, the master's
laughter yinpy terribly sardonic. Huch
plays are not in any scmse truly eomic,
for matire is not ulways fnn, and wit ia
‘not of mnecessity howour, In all cur
dravmtic literatore there is nothing elss
of §ta kind to egual the mcintillating
wit of Congreve, but "Love_for Love ia
searecly funnier than “The Second Ars.
Tanqueray.”

“What do you intend doing over here,
Mr. Lauri?”

I am aniiona to get some first class
attractionn to take to- Australin and
New Zralamd on my own acconnt and
on bekall of a syndicate. You see, one
must be ecareful sbant producing plays
in that colony. Ko far they have bad
the Dbest of the pieces from Daly’a
and the (luiety, and they expect West-
end wsueccesses. ‘I'he pieces are staged
in quite a8 gond 8 manner as in Lon-
don, and they get a mueh stiperior and
fuller chorus. In my opinion, the
Princess ‘Theatre, Melbourne, is the finest
in the world, and yet the highest price
for stall .scata is five shillings. A8 to
the manapers, there are Mr, J. C.
Wauliamson. and Mr, George Musgrove, =
who lock anfter the musizal comedy and
operatic side! I consider Mr. Mnsgrove
the best mavager I ever worked under.
His productions #re most artistie. and
equai to anything to be ecen in the
Westend. People over here would ba
astonished to witpess the mapnificent
Auatralizm  production of “Veronique,™
in whivh the cheorza, enmpared with tha
Apollo. company, was of double strength
and volune. Messrs. Bland Holt and
-Anderson attend to the dramatie braneh

of the profession, and Mr, Huarry,
Rickards fo the vawdeville. Mr. Rick-
erds is very plucky indeed. He takes

out ithe finest talent prm:urable and
pays any amount of monsy."
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