
MUSIC AND DRAMA.

Miss Nora Kerin, recently in London,
presented her husband, Mr. Cyril
Michael, with a daughter.

» Jt

Ten thousand people lined the plat-
form of a Manchester railway station
to see the “Besses o’ the Barn’’ Band
leave on its tour for America, New Zea-

land and Australia.

J* d*

Theatrical life has not, after all, been

interrupted for very long in -San Fran-
cisco, seeing that a new theatre, contain-

ing 900 seats, has already opened its

doors with an operette entitled “The

Sparkles.” Three other houses of lar-

ger proportions are in course of erec-

tion, workmen being ’ engaged day and

night, so that they may open in Oc-

tober.
J* Jt

Wellington approved of “Dorothy Ver

iron” to such a satisfactory extent that

its play-goers filled the theatre every

night for'the whole of the first week of

Miss Tit tell Brune's season there—a fact

somewhat noteworthy when the popula-
tion of the town is considered. The

rest -of the visit was devoted to “Leah

Klerehna,” “Merely Mary Ann," and

“Sunday,” with results every bit as

satisfactory.
J* d*

Mr W. S. Gilbert had his little joke
at the Edgeware Petty Sessions this

week, when two men were convicted of

trespassing ;on land in search of conics.
The police evidence showed that the de-

fendants, who were beating a hedge,
were accompanied by a dog. Upon be-
ing searched, a ferret and nets were

found in their possession. Defendants

denied that the dog was theirs, and said

it had followed them into the Held. “Did

the ferret follow you?” inquired Mr Gil

bert. with twinkling eye.

JU

Alias Zena Dare, writing in the Lon-

don “Tattler,” says that with the birth
of the picture post-card craze the day's
work of many an already over worked

actress has become practically doubled.
‘•Recently,” she says, “1 received a large
cardboard box big enough almost to

contain a bride's trousseau, and bn

opening it I found, neatly done up in pac-

kets of ten, no fewer than '230 picture

post-cards of myself in different poses"—
all waiting for her autograph! Zena
smiles at one from atiout seventeen

shop windows in Wellington.

JU Jt

I am sure that the publie wants first-
night notices, and expects to get them. It

is an item of news, and to many people
of important news. The theatre manager
can no more say, “T will not have a re-

port of my play published," than a mur-

derer’ can say 1 will not have a re

port of my trial in the papers.” It is

desirable, and might nt the same time

lie useful, to have a more mature criti-

cism of some productions which are

certainly deserving of thought and at-

tention.—Mr. Tree interviewed by a

London paper.

CS

Much that is found in t.:e Press from

day to day about alleged "actresses” re-

lates to persons who have no real stan-

ing in the theatre; and it may not in-

frequently happens that this or that

sensational story about an alleged mem-

ber of the profession has no foundation
whatever as regards the theatre. It

would seem that in many newspaper
oilices there must be a standing order to

classify as an “actress” any woman who

lias become involved in notorious pub
lieity, no matter what the truth may

lie; and it. goes without saying that

such a method is outrageous. —New York

“Dramatic Mirror."

J*

Madame Blanche Arral. who shortly
tours N.Z., has completely won that,

section of the Sydney publie which cares

at all for music, or indeed ait goner-

allly, says the “Sydney Mail.. The Tow\n
Hall, on the occasions of her concerts,

presents that most ctieerful of aspects,
close range files of a warmly friendly
audience. The prima d'.nna sings with

absolute musical truth. Her voice is

fresh; her wide experience has left it

unimpaired, and enriched her nature, so

that she is the most fortunate of ar-

tistes, one intellectually matured, and

yet youthful in quality.

&

Miss Nellie Wilson, sometime of Pol-

lard Comic Opera (to., has been appear-

ing in Tannhauser in the Raid. Ono

critic writes: Au excellent performance
was the Elizabeth of Miss Nellie Wilson.

This artiste has a tine voice, a fine stage
presence, and that essential thing a tem-

perament. Never falling below n high
standard of excellence, the singing of

Miss Wilson occasionally reached real

distinction, and she is to be warmly con-

gratulated upon a thoroughly artistic

performance. The. remaining principals
were: Mrs Bayly (Shepherd I, Mr 11- . 11.

Grange (Herman), Mr 11. S. Ralph
(Walther), Mr A. A. Davis (lleinmari.
and Mr D. I’arry (Schreiber).

Jt

It is estimated that the subsidised

State theatres of France, such as the
Theatre Fram-ais, the Odeon. the Opera,
and Opera Oomique, are forced to give
away so many free seats to members of

the Government, that they can never

make any profit. The yearly subsidy
paid to the Opera Coiniquc amounts to

■£Booo, but this sum is more than

equalled by the tickets claimed as a

right by politicians. Deputies, not

content by claiming seats for themselves,
are in the Imbit. of asking for them for
their constituents, so that at the cud of
the season there is always a deficit for

the house. The same practice obtains
in the provinces, where the theatre man-

ager is the scryanl of the municipality.
So many free se its pre exacted from

•t)ie unhappy manager that it may be
said that the subsidv ruins the theatre.

A curious law suit was heard last

month in - Constantinople, iu which »u

operetta' tenor nailied Uollhnd was

defendant, the pl.iinlilV bung M. Paul

Sun, the dramatic critic of the “Stutte
bout,” who had not apparently af-

ways written in favourable terms el
M. Holland'* performances. Seeing the
critic in the front row of the stalls <M

the production of “Les 28 Jours de
(’burette,” the peroformer let his ternpes
get the better of him. and froo ths

stage he exclaimed •'Voila ee piguouF*
M. Sim sued for damages for this pulfr>
lie insult, but the tribunal held tlurC

in point of law the word “pignouC"
did not amount to a libel. However*
M. Holland was fined live francs an<l
condemned in costs for unseemly con-

duct on the r.tag.'.

.J» JI

Mr. Marcus has arrived to pave th«l

way for another variety company whicW
is being sent across by Harry Hichardg,
The season opens on October Sth. aS

His Majesty's, and we may look for-
ward to a treat. The bright particular
star is Brian, who juggles amongst
other trifles with a cannon, which is

fired off while balanced on his chin,
Seymour and Dupre. American sketch)
artists, introduce a clever turn, and
theatregoers will be interested to know,
that Dupre is a sister of the delight-
ful little body of the same name, wliut

crane with the last Richards company,

tint one and gave such charming;
character sketches. Little Clilf. an ar-

tist of the Little 'lieh stamp, Baby Wat-

son, a serio-comic and dancer of only fiva

summers, and Miss Nellie Kilburn,
burlesque artist from England, are soma

of the others who figure on an ex-

ceptionally go<d bill.

J« JU

Even the exploits of American man-

agers in moving their compiuics ixiuiuk

must pile before the .skr.'.lar undertak-

ings .which Mr J. C. Williamson lookd

upon as all in the day's work, and pro-
bably nowhere else in the world do com-

panics travel siroh immense d'sta noes,

■without cnee blinking their journey for

■show purposes, as they do in Australia.
Take, for example, the. journey upon
which the Gilbert, and .Sullivan Company
arc a,bold t'J embark. They finish their,

.Sydney visit on Friday this week, travel
s<raight'ivay by train to Adelaide, and

then slvp acH-ss from there, to Pci'llt,
where they are due for .1 three weeks’
season- •only that and nothing hiore—-

'on (he Ist (t?.<c.lier. For thait three weeks

season, however, Mr Williamson pays
over £lOOO in return fares alone for

the lighty members of Hie company,
without reckoning in it at all the heavy
Incidental expense-. Even this immense

sum is not a record in tlv.it direction,
however, and several imstaiircs could bo

quoted in which the travelling expenses
of a company have totalled considerably
more, wit h nothing in I lie shape of

receipts at towns in between the termini

of their voyages which might be set olf
against, the outlay.

,•* je

Chief Savage I’lunkct (who is. inci-

dentally, Governor of New Zealand) ra

lapsed into Irish nt the Indies’ korerat
of the Savage Club on Saturday last,

asys our contemporary the ‘'Free l.anee”

of Wellington. This distinguished Sav-

age is u good comedian, and hid Ilin

Grace (Uis Excellency’s father) not de-

cided on diplomacy, as a “job"’ for hi*

son, the stage might lune claimed him.

Lord I’lunkct had the necessary solemn-

ity for tl:c telling of Irish stories,

und only the faintest smile illumines
the viceregal countenance when hn
talks the brogue, A Governor can al-

ways “bring’ down the house,’’ of

course, but if the Governor disguised
himself and came bn as Pat Malone or

Michael Mulealley, he would still do the

same thing. It may be news to you that

the large, genial A.Captain Braith-
waite. is artistic too. He wrote for this
“wahine”- occasion, “1 he Spelling Dec.’’

and it was an excellent satire; full of

puitit and humour. Also, Messrs. James

Dykes (wo can never believe ‘'Jimmy'’
is only one man any more) sang amt
played and acted it "excellent ly. Savage!
the Hon. Cupt. Bingham has been ac-

cused of writing things, mid the “Lunee’*

happens to know that he hns a very]
pretty wit indeed. In fact, Hie Gov-
ernment House people are mostly humo-

rists.

Tlie ways and means of anfugrapW
hunters are varied- and
blit we have lately come iieroas

idens and ui<*tlnM|« a tv deligh*

Uepartmeat ot Lauds anil Survey,
District Office. Aueklaud.

September 28th, 1908.

tVfOTICB IS HEBEBI' GIVEN that a

UA Lease of 230 acres. for Flax-cuttlu<
♦Purposes, of Heavy Flax Land, situated

«n the West Coast, about 18 miles North of

;*'Mokau, iu the Wliareoriuo Survey District,
'will be ottered by public auction at the

'District Land Office, Auckland, on Ttx.KS-

•-"(DAY, 18th October next, at 11 a.m. Post-

ers and plans giving full particulars can

be obtained on application.
JAMES MACKENZIE.

' < 'otnmlssloner of Crown Lands.

Tourist Season, 1906-7.

Visit Te Arolia
The Hpalth Resort of N.Z.

Drink thefamous MINERALWATERS

and get rid of> your Rheumatism, Scia-
tica, Disordered..,Liyer, and any other
'alimentsthat you may be sufferingfrom.

Hot Springs Hotel
R. L. SOMERS, PROP.

84, Wlinpole-st..
London NV..

November, 1896.

DU. VAN SLYKE has for the last year
and a half been devoting himself to

the diseases of the Eye. at the Itoyal Lon-
ilon Ophthalmic Hospital. Moorfields. For
ii year he lias acted as iny clinical assist-
ant. lie has made himself thoroughly fa-
miliar with the methods of correcting er-

’trors of refraction with glasses. He is

skilled in the use ot the ophthalmoscope,
stud aequaintod-.with the various changes
met with iu the fundus of the eye, as welt
as with the diagnosis and treatment of its

externa! parts. I always found him a re-

liable and most trustworthy assistant.

. E. TREACHER CtOLLINS, F.R.C.S..
Surgeon.

Address — Pitt-St. Buildings,
Newton, Attch-laml.

'sidloura — 10 to t. 2 to 4, and 7 to 8.
r 1’618911006 -No 2061.

ggANK O'! jgJOUTII ALES'
“

Established 1817.

Head Office:
”■■■ GEORGE-ST., SYDNEY.

Paid-up Capital . £2,000,004
Reserve Fund £1,450,001)
Reserve Liability of Pro--

prletors £2,000,000

£5,450,000

DIRECTORS:

THE HON. CHARLES K. MACKELLAR,
M.L.C.. President

THE HON. REGINALD JAMES BLACK,
M.T..C.

SIR JAMES It. FAIRFAX, Kt.
BICHARD BINNIE. Esq.
HON. SIR NORMAND MACLACRIN, Kt.,

M.L.C.

SENATOR THE HON. JAMES THOMAS
.WALKER

, AUDITORS:

> Harrington Palmer, Esq.
Frederick W. Uther, Esq.
Loudon Office: OLD EKOAD-ST.

With Branches In nil the Australian States.
New Zealand and Fiji; and Agencies and
Correspondents • throughout Tasmania,
the United Kingdom. Europe, India, China,
'Japan, and East, Africa, Canada, the
United States, South America, Honolulu,
and the West.lndies.

The Bank allows Interest on Fixed De-
posits, Collects for Its Customers Divi-
dends on Shares in Publie Companies, and
-Interest on Debentures; undertakes the

'Agency ot other Banks; and conducts all
customary Banking Business. Also, is-
sues Letters of Credit and Circular Notes,
negotiable throughout the World.

J. RUSSELL FRENCH,
' . ■■ General Manager.

Hoyal Hotel
AUCKLAND.

Best Accommodation torTourists and
Commercial Gentlemen.

Telephone 187. Elevator.

J. MORRISON,
' PuoeHtETon.

A sigti oyer thp door, of the editor of
* popular pnagaziue reads:

VV>js;i,\B TAKE NOTICE.

MM'ey, < liajtcrton, Raleigh. Marlowe,
raiinahill and Suckling all

died violent deaths. Verb. sap.

Q, P E R A HOUSE.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 8.

GREAT DRAMATIC EV L.<T.
Re-appearance of the Pre-eminent Star,

MISS TITTELL BRUNE,
MISS TITTELL BRUNE,

Supported by
MR J. C. WILLIAMSONS

SPECIALLY ORGANISED COMPANY.
Including

MR THOMAS KINGSTON.

INAUGURAL PRODUCTION.

SIX NIGHTS ONLY.

DOROTHY VERNON
Of Haddon Hall.

Particulars Daily Papers.

HIS MAJESTY'S THEATRE.
Lessee, Mr C. It. Bailey.

Sole Direction. MR H. RICKARDS.
Starting MONDAY, OCTOBER 8. Starting

BRINN. BKINN.
Tlie Great European Marvel.

Sensational Juggler and Cannon Manipu-
lator.

In his Original Creation.
PASTIMES ON A BATTLESHIP.

SEYMOUR AND DUPRE.
America's Premier Vaudeville Specialty

Artists.
LITTLE CUFF.

England's Foremost Juvenile Comedian
and Expert Dance'r.
NELLIE KILBURN.

The Clever Young English Soubrette anrt
Burlesque Artiste.

FRED BLUETT, the Popular Comedian.
■ BABY WATSON.

Australia’s Wonderfully Clever Child
Artiste.

NITA LEETE, the Cultured Young Ballad-
ist.

And a Host of other Specialties.
POPULAR PRICES —3/. 2/, I/. Box

Plan opens on WEDNESDAY, at Wildman
and Arey’s.
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