FPompous ocourtiers enter bearing oo vel-
wet cushiona -the Imperial amblems, the
.Agln, the wceptre, the pword,
peal, the diawmond crown; and lastly
there comes one who uplifta the Imperial
standard, heavy with silver and gold.
Then abruptly the Tsar enters, fol-
Jowed by the two grpresses, and ad-
vances, asperged by holy water, to the
little sltar.  Nicholas 1I.- wears ius
volenel’s uniform of the Preobrajenski
regiment; on the greenish tunic the red
yitbon of 5t. Alexander showe Lke &
rplash of blood. Bo calm w littly man!
There # Do mesaning to be read into
that still, bearded face. At his right
hund the Ewpress Mother takes her
phm Maria Feoderovna wears a Roa-
piun tiara and an immense court mantlo
of white satiu, edged with fur; the K-
press, standiog at the Crar's len. hand
is dressed in evesm-coloured robes, sewn
with gold and pearls; they are stately
women, towering alove the little green-
¢lad, bearded man letween thew, They
staml  there tminobile, unreal, among
the liturgie fgures, hieratic and Byzan-
tine, of the old prnests. Far to the
rcar i =z little proup of grand dukes;
they bow low and make vague signa of
.the croms, The graud duchesces and
ladiea of the court sweep over to ths
right of the throne and coil their long
trains in fromt of thewm; whal you se-
i8 ruw upon row of gleaming tiaras and
puked shouldera and breasts. The wine-
colowred choir boys chant softly; as the
service proweds the Czar crosses him-
self agnin and agaird, At last the priests
make um ewd. The empresses pass Lo
the side of the throme and stand in
©dront of ebeir women. The clergy with-
alraws,

The little Czar iz lefi alone. For a
moment he does not move. An im-
mense space Lhas been made rvound him.
Tu the silence a little boy ruus cul from
the grimdl-dueal party and starts to-
ward the Crar, smiling and important.
1t is ibhe Grand Duke Dunitry Tavlo-
vitch; parental autlority reaches eut
and ex)itures hinl. Then with an eflort,
it seems, the Czar begins his lovrg. soli-
tary march_ the length of the hall, to-
ward the throor. He bows slightly to
right and Jeft—the gilded dignitaries
nh:\:c themseives; the deputies HLITE at
him with eyes troubled, seeptical, be-
wildered,  And who would not stare at
this livtle green figure, strutting with
ehort-ligaed dignily, through eplendour
80 barha rie, to the theatnutl thruane? A
sowbre little munt With care not to
disarrange the purple mantle he sits
down uposn the throne. A chasiberlain
hands him 8 paper. He glances it over
and rises; and M A steady, metallic
voice fie reads the speech  from ihe
ihrone.. Now and then the even fiow
uof wbrds ie Lroken by a  siress of
enmpibasis; but he makez no gpestures.
NMery calmly, without visible cwmotion,
e recites the words which, tirough he
knewa it not, strip him of autoeraey,
and free the one huendred and farty mil-
Hons of men Le bas held in the hellow
of his hand.

“1 salute in you™ and he planess at
the biack mass of the people's deputies,
“the chosen bewt men, whom 1 com-
manded my subjects to elect. Difficult
and complicated daties await youw. L
um convineed that love of your native
land and & true desire to be useful to
it will dictats your acis, I, or 1y part,
wil protect, withont wavering, the in-
etitutions which I have granted, for 1
mm firmly eonvineed that you will do
all im vour power to serve the father-
land with develion: to give satisfaction
to the meeds of the peasants, so dear
io my heart: o foree the eduention of
the people and the development of their
prosperit?. alwars rememberiny that
for a stute to be really prosprrous it
dovs not only meed liborty,. but  also
order, based on ith: principles of the
ronstitution, 3Afay my scdent wish ta
are wy people happy be realized, and
may T leave a3 an inheritance ioc my
eon 8, sulid, well-orpanized, mnd highly
civilized state. May God bless the task
which is hefore me in eollaboration witi
the Council of thz Fnipire and the
Dumia, and may this dny of rejuvena-
tion for Kussia, from the moral peint
of view. mark the renuvissanec of new
Iurcea. Guo to the tazk for whiclh I have
convoked your, and may yon fully justi-
fy the coufidence of-the Ciar and of
the Rusriun people. May God Lelp me
and help yon”? :

Fven as he says “God help us!™ tha
Wwild clieers break out; it s & tumult
‘encrsnous_ npeguth, frenetie; wave after
wave, the checra roll acrcsa tlie hall,
“tchaing and re-echolug; the grand dukes
he shoutimg—Doria, red wied awellen
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with drink, waves & blue handierchief;
and the white-bregsted duchewses, in
broidered earnjuns, vheer; and the old
geoersls and the ol senators snd th:
old tehinovoiks cuirmsrd in gold, The
wiilitary  bupda  erash  the  pational
hymn, Only the deputies do tox eheer,
They are esikat auwd morose. Own the
gide where they ave proupd not one
ory 8 ri€3ed.. When- she-Czar, plw‘“lg
out, bows to them, they give me Fign.
They huddle there, tmnd melnncehnly,
confused—it was mot for this they had
heen sent up to Petersburg. bearing the
bopes of the natiom. Amt when the
empresses have departad, followed by
lesser rovaelties, they shuifie out of the
throne room, whispering bitter words.

One old peasunt (whom you shall see
again) looke with somibre eyes at  the
naked backs and while breasts of the
women and says: “llo they think they
can buy us with that!”

And Senick, the Cossack, gl.uﬂ- at dig-
nitaries p]aalered with gold, and raye:
“They told us there was no pold left in
Petersburg!”

And the little mechiauic-depu
yellow shoes waves a dirty
cried aloud & phrase. They tell me what
he said wan: “All this is ours—amd we'll
take it, toal®- . .

A pageant and an  experiment-—the
leosing of unkunown forves.

You comre out on the quay in time to
gee the Tsar take boat. He still wears,
the preen trousers and boots, but lLas
donped a white tunie, As he comes down
the steps the “poprlace”—stalioned at
either extremity- —raisva a loyal cry. The
deputies, strageling by, pay no heed. And
for g little w hlle ‘the Trar stamds theve
in the sunlight, the centre of a little
circle, dominated by the tall old man
with ey =mide whiskers~ the Gurand
Duke Viadimir. Then unaccompinied Le
goes down to the little wharf. The Em-
press and the Dowager-Empress  walk
slowly after him, one in black and the
other in grey. The litile launch puts
ocut inte the stream and the Tsar is
taken back to the safety of Peterhof.

HE

THE VOIE OF TITE NATION,

The Taurns Valace got ita name from
that general of Caiherine 1I. who con-
quered those Asian brlls. 1t was built o
few xears before the French Revolution,
It stands in faiv gardens ont  in the
Liteiny quarter, flanked by barracks of
the troopers of the puard; un one side
in & prison, aml on the otler rise the
five blue donies of the Cathedral of the
Resurrectiun of the Redeemer,  Arebi-
tecturally, its bastard eclassivism recalls
the old White House at Washington, It
was teward Lhis vast editice that all ¥t.
Detersburg 1narched that torrid after-
noon, for the Litile Failer had gone and
the streels were free once more.  Sol-
giers and police leohed on, indillerent.
The crowd puitted inlo 1he broasd Chpaler-
naia leading to the Lanrus Pulace, and,
when thie ptreet wan filled from side to
side, men scaled the baleunies and pereh-
ed on walls and vots. And througi this
close packed mob  there tloobhed u
fierce rhythm of exultation,  There were
theusanus of wonwn, okl and young:
suomie 6f thew were llln-tt\. in a hugguul
way. Louder than the wen they hited
the cry of lilua®r —si oboda! svobnda! 1t
becume a chabt, a menace, a declnration
of Tights, =voboda—T saw ane girl who
leaped in the air and spat full in  the
face of a trooper. He wiped his beard
and did not. buduee, And the vrowd yelled
with delight. UOh, Jiberty had eomie at

last! I began to wmderstand the sonl of
the mob. Such mmenads as these, lean

and hysterieal, shonted once “A Versail-
les! A Versailles!” and may some dlay
shout “to YFeterhof! To Peterhol'”
Women of the people and frunle stu-
dents; with them many  well-dressed
men, but ene and all the product of the
great city; eity-bred, too these viston-
ary Btudents, Polos, Jewws, Armentans,
dreamers, fanaties, paunt “intelicetunals,”
hungry with awbition, afire with envy,
thrown up from the biaek unider-world of
city life—wvobudal 5o mmeh they bod
already guined, that speech was free,
Here one and there another started up
to lLarangue his fellows, impativnt, ver-
bose, with Slavie indignation and fury,
¥rom the baleony of the Dvmocratic Club
in the Chpulernain an orater declaimed
will words. Buldenly = little detach-
ment of cavalry came moving déwn the
erowdwd slreet. The mob broke nnd led
in panic siricken disorder.  For & me-
ment it had forgutien it was free. The
aoldiers rode by laughing ae une laugha
at children, "And the women, suddenly

mwre than any one else,
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reimemlering they were free. sercamied,
“Heath to then ! Beath? Death!” e
arstor op the belesny gesticulated sl
beat hia phna together, and there was
no end to bis libwerty of speoch

Heat intoleratide, the sun blazing down,
mndl from demoeracy in sweat unld  tri-
uuph an edonr rising more mlolprabie
than the heat.

Calrimees began n ﬁlni){"h' thy wizh
the coowd. Polive nor suhbaers Snade a
way for them. Chawber
aried, nmbansudors pot theo
they enuld. Many of the deputies eaime
afuot, lghting their way. At last two
nwn—oue a pope aud the other a stu-
dent—made a lune fur them throuch the
press of people; when the heavy-footed
peasants  passed the crowd  shouted
“Lamd aml Lilwrty!” Rut the dominat-
Jing  cry  was CAmnesty! o Amaesty
From tiie Larred windows of the prison
innwineruble handkereliefs Huttered ant
hands were thrust out—Amocstin!

Irow guteas then a broad rourt: finally
¥ou mo np & strip of red carpet, aml,
showing yoeur eamd, enter the vestibule
of the palice:  Farther on is the Hall of
Wasied Footsteps, lizhted by grezt win-
dows veilel by solphor-eolowrsd  cur-
tairg: round fhe walls stand red velvet
benches. seversly FEmpire; fastensl to
the piflara are little boxvs inta which
aristoeracy tossea half-birned arettes

aad into which democricy spit The
mei who come gnd o are Mistory-mak-
ers. pooner or later their names will

get themselves jmpressed on the puhlic
mind—Stakhoviteh and Kovalevaki, ths
“liberal leaders™; Milvonkov, the his-
tovian (he war obice w peodessor in Chi-
cage), who & a leader amung the cow-
itutional democrats, a skepticad, theo-
risiug man; Nabokov and Feodorov, who
look toward the French constitition as
A basiz for Hussian repoblicanism; and,
Lnrhtuhe\ Iln-
orator of the Aszembly. Speak for a
moment with this maun.  He is Fowror,
depnty of the prasaots of the Valuga: a
dark  Dbearded man, with Ulack  hair
waved ol his forchead; awml to your
guestion, “Whut  de you want?” he
laughs, trong. whits teeth, and
answ (SEN thm“"’ No o paliricat
platform condd be simplev. .

These men have their svip on the fn-
ture.

What wiil lhc\' make of it? For in-
stan e labwnr deputy from
Mosea ing printer: he has n
face of o eucigy, big wmonstache,
ontstanding enarz gnd frovwuing brows;
or this Tartar from the governmeat of

Oufa, who wears thy dress of s raee
Flurmmchiteh, a slow, deep,  dangerous
man.  And here, roft <tepping. Iy

comtes n Jewish valili and tikes
=1 am Levine, the deputy of

bearded,
vour band:
W ”

You have ~peceh wille him in Gorman;
addenly he asks luo you huuw my Srs-
ter? =he is o vl i New York.
1ler name is a Mortoa”

And this is Khedilenko, of 'elfava. a
calig ol man. He takes your ad Le-
tween bath of hiz biz paws and hnhh it
while e talk<. @ have been sent here
ta get the Lot for the prople—-the land

fur the pun]:lp b says slowd Hitl
unless 1 get it I oshall never go back -
mry brothers will kil me surely”  Trom
him xen turn ta a talll Qe 1, Tnlif-
ferent gentlenan, who  watehes with

aml rabhis

amusell eyes these moujiks

s, and he oways: UThe st
s autoeraey entizhiensd by publie
n"— it iz Moglehardr, a leader of
the Autoeratic party. Out of wuch cJush
ing t)piuiuus and ambitions and wants
1he Iuma is 1o ke o ;,:u\'rnmu-nt. Re-
fore we go in, however, to the Chamber,
you should mavk ﬂnn h'u'h. had oy,
insolent man. \\Im stroll: up and down
with hali-shut e) 1le is Prince Paul
DNolgoroukoy. a1 elected I ta
the J)umn: he resigied his keut in favour
of n dewish hanker, Hertzensiein.

“1{e knows mere abont fitaness than
1 do.” sait the Prince, with & preaiy ges-
ture of imdifference,

A son of Rorik, of oller royal race
ihan the Ronanofs, he looks upin the
Little Crzar s a kind of nsurper who has
wol in Lis way; and in & covert lashzon
e dreams of makmg & constitntional
Huswin of which be atall e the head. He
weeks frionds in all parlies —~even the red-
dest.  “Why shoullp’t  they  throw
hombs® lie nakes it ghrugs bis shoul-
dere,  And ko with halfsbut eyes he
walks up and down the Hull of Wasted
Fontsteps, drenming.

The Chamber is bl'lght and spacious, B
Tall infinitely better {han those in which
Fuplund sawd Franee aml Germany lowse
their parlismeats, . Behind the Fresi-
dent’s chair and tribuge in & great
oular window; to tha right, the mi
terinl benclhies—Isvolski, 1be mew minis-
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ter of fureizn alfairs. has already takey
Ris place: in frumt the inembers' seats
rice, civcle pfter circle, There o & long
paliery fucing the tribune, set spart fop
Jnum.nh-t- a1 It is mear-
b five vvdock when the four huwdred aod
twenty-hree deputies take their places,
The ]w-auamt-q cuitr ln<t, for they have
\Antnl Tor the “Te Thum, v
the TEaTl of W ..-.tw{ Fuwlatepa,
lhﬂe s litile vererun ML Fritsch. tha
renior menber of e Coteil of the Fm-
pive. cpens U sitldeg in the g’ mane
and Ui State Secrctazy, Isholl, sime-
mons the menlers to siqe the outh of
alleginnee. "Thia tokes & leas time; fae
an lour the members file past - Mohain-
melans, Jews, Cathiolies, Ruasians, tak-
ing the vew of leyvaliy ta + thwone,
And then rowes e shetion of 1iesic
ent. 1t i evident at onee that lhu
mutter Las In-vn H-(llnd in pre
cawcus. By
been clected nln\:nt lm:n'
ferwe momenls luter the itlent
of a Huzsmn parhowment takes the chaiv

amid o whirtwind of applavs.. Al thi
in very dnll pud businesslike.
For a mement Muromt-ev s worth

studying. though, arcarding fo (he inex.
arable law of revolutions, he will be
eclipsed eve long like his protofype. the
Abe Rieyes, He is o grave ol pan, o
profesaor of law. 1< turn of mbal @8
wholly aeadewic. Awml yet in the first
Hush of his triemph he shows n dksh of

energy. G the lloor of the lowe the
Uznr's functiona come and go. whis-
pering the Deputios intn order. Muront-
sev wlates st thewm tlirough s spee-
tocles. Then in a harsh schootmastorly

voice he ovders thew to leve the Clam-
ber. -They troop oui, angry or hunrk-
ing. and l]u- deputios .':]npl.uul hy hap-
hands,  Fur the del lime
ey foetn it power,

e Viee-Prerudents aod

order

Sevretaries shonhd he  elected; Yt the
Chomlwr is in ne maod Jor work,  The
street eries, TAmnesty! Amanesiy!" ars

still ringing in their enrs, Petronkeviteh
rises. He waits for no mwna's pecwission.
An o, pray insurgent, he Lasx spent
Talf hiz Gfe in the exibe of Sisam and
Arvchapgel, .

1 odesnnd the amuesiy ! he slan{s;
and Inoses u torvent of high keyed elot
quedee, Noo time brings 3 ds vevenge.
When the present Czar took the throne,
Petyunkevitelh cane wp beaving thae enoe-

pratulations  amd allegiowee of  the
Zemstvo of Tyero aod, as hie bowed 1o
hix momareh, e saids “Mujesly, Russia
Is ripe fur a constitutian!™

The Uz antde two aaswers, e aadild,
“Hoas a senseless rein”™  Awd erub
Petrunkeviteh te =iler

The vears lave mode that <enseless

Aream a eeality, aod in o con<titufional
as=embly the old exile denumls Hberly
fur thowe who have fuuglt, conspired,
and killed in che holy couse. Think you
the deputies eheer? The wilil Maseovite
eries ke ¢ peimds e fme and men-

acre. Opdy e oldd Ahgromi-oy wewehes;
all thiz is out of time amd ovder: tha
specel fram the throne mu-t be an-

firsts aul with <ehoolasteviy
sdjorrns the Pana, Didding
s comie again b twe das s It
eliamentary, bt oao ended
hall we eall it the first
rouly ?

A ored
devision

wet of the Do

Ttevolurions, vou know, rarely linve a
hap ending  until they have worked
ih thirough the red enil ol molo-

Tn the Palaee of the Tauries the anthno-
ritica had established a bdTet, o reslpur-
ant, and a tearoem, Fowas sifting ot
one of the little tables dreinking tea friom
sa gwd eating cherey-farts. e tle
s without was g httle Inke with an

damd; down the Jile-linell padls sol-
(InH in white tunics, with red anl white
eups, were luifering,

“You see onr puarnd of lomony,

N was Nenivk, the Unswsyg
e i< on friend of mine, B w
ealled fur bier,

“Well, at lnst,”
vour eobstitation®
T Reniek 4 n big fellow, with witil, biack
pyes gl A vy dist g D beat the table
13 the glasses daneed and devlnred that
constitutions were u faree—"Ye wanrt
the Commune!™?

Rinlitehey, the -'n‘ut nminr cune np
end listened with a ealm, exnival smileg
tuen he shrugged is shonlders wnd lit &
el t,

You see hie
done 3™

Nuw Rodilchiey ia wise, browl, 1iberals
ywithal he i & man of fiery demovoey—
when he speaks, the bhue eyed shinioy, tha
grey-Llond hair tossed back feoem the
wvhite forelwad, you feel tie furoe of real
thing+; and yet his knowlolge heade bim

Sronve

aid 1, ot

suid, “whut s to ba




