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no further than: “What is te be donet”
By well he knows the turbulent rzex: of
Iris land!  Aud yomw and 1, befure we go
away. from this place where history las
t mads, et us try to untungle the
mullipite threads of the problen. Peters-
burg hus ita Dream of liberty; outside
Lle eily. drunk with the Dream, goes
rhoutis nen Kiss each olher and weep.
Here, we max, drink our tea, you and I,
swarching for what lies wnder the pageant
mnd the experiment. - B

v, T
THIE BRED THEEAM.

Tine Fuct shuuld be held in mimd: the
rovolution has been aimed not se much
agninst Lhe Trar s agiinst the hureau-
Bracy. it 1+ this extraordinary or-
ganisation which formed the nation cut
ol chwoa,  The bureaneracy mmls Russia.
tinee Cutharine'z day it has exercized,
in the name of the Tsar, absolut awthor-
ily. Lt win strong enough to annililate
the efforts of twu Tears—one of whom
waid, "1 whiall live and die a republican”™—
to deliver theiv power-to the prople. The
present populur muvenent has “its roots
fur back in the past. The question now
§1. not whetler  the people will triumpl,
tut how they will trivmph.  Are Tsar
and prople to trinmph togeiher; or is the
pombire little dealist of Tsarskoe-Selo
4o e deagged down in the ruin of the
Lareaueracy? .

Refore the meeting of the Duma, he
promulgatel what he ealled the Fuada-
menlwd Laws of the Empire,- This was
reither o o tution nort a charter. It
was o dee

1. onnounced  Lis supreme,
authority. 1t gave him the power of
vitp on all laws voted by the Dunmna. Tt
— —=(iraphic Ruasin Liberty .0 10 .5
reaerved ta him alone the diseretion of fhe
foreign poliry of the State and the right
10 declars prace or war. It declared in-
xiolable tle person, domicile, and pro-
petty of the Dlividual—"naye In cortain
cases forcaeen by law.”  Tastly it decread
Rossin “one and indivisible forever.”
Aud witl siel plirases autocracy hopes
to endike amd canalise the rising tide of
popular fiberty,  Hurely it is & dream
more wary than that of Senirck, long-
iug Tor”a conudune of-the Steppes.”
The Duma iz a ferment of men and
ionw,  Elardly as vet has it fallen
apart into ong
hives been clected to it represemt the

clipgr thought of the count 'fnr the
will of the electora was express<ed nuly

in itg second intention., In si)ile of this

the swhole towe of the Assembly is wiore
r more rTadical i vouo will,
ihan is, instunce, that of the lubour
party of England. Auny of the members
would accept the Tsar as a constitutional
panarch, but the great wma jority is open-
Iy in favour of a repuldic; the radicals
wiant A Unilod States of Binasia, with a
single. chambor elected by the universal
suffrage of men and women alike, and, in
aildition. v advoeate p single tax on
jrepme.  LTariber to Lthe left are grouped
iLc indeprndvat working men whom the
wielehed Gupon betrayed: and on the
cxiveme icft nre the revolntionary socials

i~t4 of Gorki and Minski, with Kruta-
Lva

demperats.  The aristoeraey has
Dthe lereauereey has seattered
5 Alere s Jefl only this Third
I-tate—in caftan and ¥ellow boots

Benind it & groaped the vapue and
sb-cure mass of the peasantey: they de-
mand their own lilwerty and the land of
othem. e

And the Conservatives? Theré are no
Uongervatives: they have gone down into
Tieocrney 4% intn A cave where they may
bide, The moderate men, the constitu-
gional demmoerats wha contrel the Duma
1o-dry, will pass.  In revolutions power
mnves Riwiys to the left. Sooner or
Jater the red lattalion will ride iuto

ower.  Amil then there will be loft nei-
{iwr‘ Wit {whe ia leas 1 man than a
struiggew i nor T'rince  Pavl. ninking
EimagJE laitle that he may be made grent.:
he fatiol lawvers, too, and the grey pro-
Fenmiwa wilk o Lheir wi nut, however,
2hat dark wmd wsavape litlde printer frem
Miseow.  Sourov will yemait; he who
mania Cliverything!” In other words,
avvolution tu-day means socialism; e
Thuianif, aa everswhere elge, it is the great
f: Mareover, in Russia as everywhers
Tlne mocialinn i3 & ereation of the intel-
Jectupl proteluriat, It was born in the
Muscpvife world a generation ago, After
Fhe Furkish war buremuerscy asked it-

1y why it had been 3o badly rerved—
Atq barsiation buremus had failed;
'I_l:ld nome one answered “It is the Iack of
.ull('ll’-illﬂ."*‘ ; L

ration of what the Crown .
would yicll and of what it would keep.
antoeratic

ised parties.. Those whe *
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Fiucation? What's flmt?

“H'n wsomething they have in Gor-
Il-t'en,: send (I)”l'l'll.llﬂj' aml gt:t

T e . N
ul all over Russia colleges and uni-

. veraities were c:tablished—in cities and

.towns broadeast.

Generntion after pen-
n  was given “education.” Hut
rhat was to be done with them? Thou-

“pands were filted inte the bufemueratic

erganisation; thouwsands more ang

_clunouring — lean and  hungry-inteliee-

tials, too fine for the work of the fields,
aiire with ambition 2nd discontent. Ho

.Hussin bhad “education’ and-the revolu-
Ajan,

The guunt intellectuals went top
Lhe prople. They tuught the peasant the
simple socialism of eoveting the land of
hiv neighbour and the Iand of the Ntate,
Tiwy gave the red hope to the bluck bri-
grande of tho fuctory town And they are
the power that waits without, while in
the Duma the acsdemic Girondins. cheer
cuch other’s speeches. It is of them that
lolitchey spraks ns the “Red Reserve,”

The peasants want the land; the Poles
want Home Rule; ihe Jews want equal-
F13 :_enrh race, each ecarte, has its own
ambilions and needs. One and all de-
niwnd a freedom greater than the world
has known. And this poor little Duma

has been thrown to them as one throws

& worm into am ant-heap, It ia the be-
ginuing, not the end. Surtly never any
nuation was so charged with the elements
of bate, of fearful hope, of lawless ideal.
ism. It is as though the secial structure

were anpped- and  filled with * powder

wwaiting the first spark. What may

-eotne T know not, nor does any man; for

in the darker ways of Russian life the

-clernal Anarchs prowl and frem one to

the other they pass the word: “We are
1he dogs of revelution that knaw the
bones of kings!” and recegnise rach other

in the dark. What will be will be.  The

Tear has op-red the door not to reform

bat to the great social revolution; and

Abroughout the immense Russias the Ted
Drtam ise spreading from town to town,

irom mir to mir.

Tn the “Congregationalist” s a curivus
story about rats, which scems to indi-
,t‘;lt(" that - the will not " remain plsere
!:hr.ir company is mot deaired, if pelitely
invited to change their quarters, though
,everybody knows -that they aré driven
out withl difficulty.’ Here is a perfectly
true stary which corzoliorates thak one.

My Louse is supposed to be r‘at—proo‘f,
and was so when quite new, Lut at ane
time, mare than 20 years ago, we had &
large colony of rodents, greatly to our
annoyance, and it was with us @ matter
of daily wonder where they found a
weak =pot in eur defences wmong them,
One evening a young lady from a friend'a
family. living in a large, fine house near-
Iy a mile away, was with us, and the talk
turned on rats, as we heard vurs scam-
peeing up and down the walls. ’

The vouny lady said that none had
ever Lwen in their house, and she «id
not think there was any point at which
they counld enter. My eldest dunghter,
o great wit, said: “I've heard thet, if
politely invited to do 50 in writing. rats
will leave any house and go to any other
Lo which they may be directed, and 1 will
tell onra that at your house they will
find spacious quarters and an_ excellont
vommissariat.” B

At the moment, before us all.  she
wrote the most grandilmjuent letter ta
the large family oi rats that had so
Taveured us with their presence, point-
ing out to them thiat at No. 63 1"eari-
streel. waa a large, fine house which hnd
never Peen favoured with the residence
of any of their family, wherve they would
findd ample quarters amd ‘a fut larder.
When finisked, she read the miaxive to
the company, and we had a graat Twugh
over it. Ax on old superstition, she thea

d vpen it, and carried it inte the
where it would prohally be funud
iy these to wlrom it was directed. )

A few lays later the young lady
at our houwsae again, and burst intoe
Taugh, exclaimiog: Mthur house s over-
aun with rats!®  That recalled to us the
dact thnt we had heard: none in our
walils, My doughter went fo_ the attic,
and Lhe letter was gone. Vrhile they
were talking and laughing over the curi-
ous aifair, & friend came in, and, hearing
ibe talk, said that two eveningm before,
in the bright mooulight, he saw severgl
rats running down Congress-street, being
the straight road to Pearlslréet. Wp
have never besm troubled ‘wilh  ihem
-sincs, hut I hare not heard how it his
been with the house to which our bene-
tleiaries were directed, :

—
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THE MAGXNETIC KNIVE,

Most sailors emrry n sheath-knife, and
no fisherman is without one when a
trawvler goes to ses, Dut it is only just
beginning te be recognised what risk to
shipping may be involved in the prac.
tice. It appears that knives of = highly-
magnetised kind are nowadays being sold
in large numbers to seafarers, and that
some of these instruments are so mag-
netic that if the wearer brings them
within 1% inches of the compassbowl he

" may defect the needle fully two points

eitiler way. Quite tecently there have
heen an exceplional number of fatalities
to steam trawlers, and people are specu-
Inting as to how far the magnetised
knife may be responsible for stranding
attributadle to devirtion from the cor-
The matter is regarded as
a0 serious that the secretary of the
Grimshy Steam Ilishing Vesdsels” Tnsur-

- ance Company has issued a formal notice

to masters, in which he points out that,
while they enmnot alwnys prevent these
kuives from being carried by members of
their crews, they must stringently direct
that no knife shall be worn by any per-
san who is sleering the vessel, or wha
is on the look-out in the bridge-house.
A bLope is added thai manufacturers will
see the importance of producing knives
which shall be non-magaetic, and there-
fore inenpable of producing the risks to
which the vireular draws nttention,

4+ + +
FLYING SNAKES.

Although the alleged flying power of
certrin Aalay frops i¢ now wenerally
considerad to be a myth, according io
Alr. I Sheliord, who recently ead B
note ou the subject before the London
foolomieal Focivty, three tree-snakes
from Bornea nre statzd by the natives
(and native testimony has very general-
Iy at lenst, a foundation of trnth): Lo
hie possrssed of the power of {aking fly-

ing leapa from the boughs of irees tu.

The rnukes in question,
which belong to two distinet gromps,
are  respectively wpamed “Chrysopela
ornata,”  =(:. ehrysochlora” amd “Den-
dvophis pictus” In all three ot hese,
the acales on the lower surfaey of the
Dbody are provided with =« suigre or
hingeline on ench side: and by means
of 1 muscnlar conlraction these seales
ean be drawn inwards, so that tire whole
lower surfuce beconses quile concave,
and the snake itsell may be compared
to a rod of bamboo bisected longitudi-
nally. By experiments on “C. ornata™
it was eeen that the snake when falling
from a height deseended not in writhiog
coils, but with the body held stiff and
rigid, and that the line of the Tall wus
at an augle to a wtraight line frown ihe

the ground.

point of departure to the grounod. In
the autlor's opinian it is 1 pro-
biable that the corcave veul surface

of the snake helps to baoy it up in its
fall; as it ean lLe shown that a longitu-
dinally biserted rod of bambeo fails
wmore slowly than an undivided rod of
equal weight.—-“Knowledge.” h

+ + +

DREAMERS HAVE NO
MEMORY.

No cne is ever surprised in a dream.
A man dreaming is at one mowent
DLathing in tie sea and at the next wo-
ment soaring in a balloon, but the swd-
den and inexplienble change does not
surprbe hin,  Nor fs be surprised to
meet in the flesh friends lonyg dead; nor
ia e surprised tu find  himsell doing
deeta that really mre beyond him, as
winubng ihe love of notalle beauties, or
knovking ont champion heavy-weights,
or, if politically inclined, besting in de-
bate AMr. Chamberlain  or Bir Henry,
Campbell-Bannermaa. No one, says a
writer in “Popular Bcience Biftings ia
ever surprised in a dream, snd ibe rea-
gon is that dreamers Lave no wmemory.
In real life, to be pursued through tha
streets by s lion would be astonishing,
but this mecident would ba aceepted in
& dream as horrible but quite commons
place, ithe memory not being thera to
say that it is unheard of for lions to

purauc men in cities. In the same way,
in dreams, men are not surpiiwd to
find themselves ballooning, becausa
they do not remember that they were
never up iu a balicon before, and they
aro not surprised io find themselves
eonveraing witn dead people, becausa
{hey do not rewember that these people ©
are dead. There can be mo wsurprise
without memory, and. it is hecavse men
have po memories in their dreams that
they Lhen accept calmly and credulously
{he most amazing and incredible things.

+ 0+
THE ELECTRIC PERIL.

Tniversal blindnesa, according to am
“X-vay and therapeutic expert” in Chi-
cago, i8 the danger threalening mankind
because of their “audacity’ in utilising
the electri¢ foree of the universe. Thia
prophet of woe, 1ir. H. Preston Fratt,
was called to give evidence for n "young
lady who has for nearty four years been
partially blind and paralysed owing to
an eleetric current passing  into  her
body “through the atmosphere” from
the wires of the Umion Traction Com-
peny.. and who - aceordingly clained |
110,000 damages, The doctor sete forth
“that corroding effects’ have Leen dis-
“rovered Ly cve speecinliata  to proceed
from the millions of dynamos now at
work in every corner of the civilised
world. Day and night we are never free
from_their balcful influences; and the
eyes -the most delicate part of tle hu-
wan body - ure-the firat te suffer”

e v %
COOKENG FOOD,

The object of cooking food, mpart
from the pustatory effect - of bringing
out’ tha pleasant flayvours, is to increasa
its digestibility hy breaking up its filves
juto fengths more convenient for the di-
westive organs to deal with, - In some
instances meat would be quite as di-
gestihle without cooking; and Brillat-
Mavarin declared that it was wnot - -un-
pleazant to the taste. But if cocking is
only t6 breuk up the Gbres the same ef-
fect might be produced by extreme eold:
and it hus been shown that mweat ean
in this way be “cocked” by liquid air.
A smalier degree of cold will produce
similar effeets an vegetables snd Dr.
Fphraim Cutter speaks in the most ap-
preciative tevins  of A “frost-bitten
potate.” Tt ‘was, he says, shrunkeo.
soft, limp. aml elastic. Tt looked durk
as if rotten. and vet there waas ro dead
or deraving odeuy.  Under the micro-
scope its starceh graina were shranken,
erackod, and Nssured in the- long and
vt alinwetors, wrinkled, and ey pol-
4 light heautifully. From all of
h. as well as from ile ‘evidence of
tuste, D#. {'utter tlinks that sueh po-
tatoes might be eaten withoni harm.
Uranberries and.- onions were also frozen
and tested: hut though they might have
been catuble, and were at ~ any 7ate
{axted, it is nol quite certain from the
microscopie examination of the praina
whether they were “cocked” in  iha
scientific sense. o
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