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Sresk dows his health than the change and the delight of sering his owa tountry
agsin did to restore it, 1lis first objective oa the Const was paturelly Kumsra and
there with pardopable pride he led the way to his old homestrad, and pointed to the
Srees that ke had planted, snd the land that be had oleared with his ows hunds
Everywhers along his routs be Lmew the asttlers, ‘snd the formal business of the
day was constantly deluyed while he “yarned” with old miners and took tea and
pchatied at the door of waysile cotlages with their wives. At Dillmanstown he
stopped in the middle of his specch to ahake hands with an old Iady whom he recog-
mised in the crowd. . AL Hokiliks, where the popular enthusiasm had naturally
concenirated itself iu & very demonstrative form, he was presented with m silver
pervice of plale ms 4 memenic of his twebty-five years of work for the district; and
in the inevilable spoach of the duy he dwelt with truly excusable emphasia upon the
fact that ail that he had achieved he had won for himself without money or social
influence, or any of the sdventitious aids by which popularity and political power
areso oftensecured. The record of the events of this long, busy week may not sppear
impoging in prink, but no ordinary language ean do justice to the enthusiaam and
the affection displayed by the good people of the West Coast for the great man who
was st il to them as he had been t\mntrlire years before, plain “Dick Seddon.”

""" THE NEW LIBERALS AND THE VOUCHER.

" In 1103, the Prender’ was back At work again as hard as ever; and on the whols
last year muy ke fairly classed as ong of €he most cventhal in his long carcer. The
sudden riss and the squally sudden coflapse of the self-styled “ New Liberals™
one ef the censational episodes of the yesr.  As we have already indicated, the
Premier, though the most progressive of Liberal statesmen in modern times. was
no reckless revolutiénary; and he was frequently compelled to exercise mll Lis
authority to restrain the ill-directed zeal of the political “cranks” who atways
form the “Fixtrewe Left” of any party of reform. The “New Liberals” professed
various iitationzl and degmatic political beliefs, but they were umited in one
definite sentiment—etromg antagoniam toward Mr. Seddop. One of the most
lanentuble incidents in our political history was the famous Voucher ease, in which
the Premier's enemies struck at him through his son, Mr. F. M. B. Fisher, member
for Webiugton, doring the debate on Impreat Supply, alleged that an unauthorised
payment had been maie to Captain Seddon, the eldest son of the Premier. He gave
the number and amount of the supposed voucher; but an jnvestigntion by the
Pepartmental plicials revealed the inleresting fact that while there was a voucher
oorresponding te the pumber  and amount quoted, it was signed mot by "R. J. B.
‘Beddon,” bnt by Richard Sneddom, agent for Anderson’s, Limrited, and that the
payment had been made in the ordinary way of business for stores supplied to the
Railway Department. Mr. Fisher admitted that he had obtained his information
‘frem certain officinls in the Christchurch Post Office, who still meintained that they
had seen # voucher bearing the signsture of Ceptain Seddom.  The Auditor-
General, therefore, inquired into the matter, and reported that no such voucher
existed or could have existed, that no such payment eould have been made, and
that Captain Seddon Lad evet Peceived = cheque on the Government for this
amwount or for any pay-ent owtsibe hie regular sslary. - TFo remove all possible

d for app a8 ko the sdeqneey of conirol ever the publie fonds, =
t&mmm&gdmw&mludgumappomhd to make a
further investigalion, and they confirmed in every detail the decisions previously
reached. No more complete exculpation could have beem desired by the Premier

- and his best friends; and Mr. Sedilon had the vonsolation of knowing that through-

‘out this unfortumate affaiv he had the oympaihy of the souniry entirely with him
The semsational viait of the “New Liberals” o Christehurek and Dunedin whils
the case was pending, and their desperate elforts te exploit it to the discredit of
the Premier, roused just and widespread indigmation;' while Mr. Beddon, though
plm:e& in & very trying position, maintained perfect dngmty and eourtca) lhmngh
out thl-s acrimonions controversy.

THE -COMING ELECTIONS.

Apart frem this regrettable incidemt, the session of I904 presented mnay
features of imterest, and a large amount of legislation was got through. The
increase the Old Ape Pengion, the necessary amendment of the Bhops and Cifices
“Aet, the establishment of a Teachers’ Superarmuation Fund, the Harvester Trust
Act, and a Workers’ Dws-lhngs Act, were alone sufficient to render the 1904 session
Yewrapkabie. The Muori Land Settlemert Act was n conseientious attemps to deal
with a difficult but urgent quistion. The report of the Lands Commission was laid
upon ihe table, bui beyond supplying an immense amount of usefnl material as the
groundwork of future legislatiun, it led to ne praclical results, With the object
of discussing various matters of industrizl interest, the Premier proposed lo ell a
"Labeur Parliament,” to be held in Christchurch in 1906; Imt owing to oppomuon
from various quarters the project was abandened. N

" The scssion ciosed at the end of October, and Mr. Seddon, in spite of the
"éxertions’ which Be had -put forth during the preceding six -months, at omce threw
lumeelf heart and soul inie the work of a strenuous electioneering campaipm, I
nplte of the comparative inefliciency of the Opposition leaders mnd the decay of the
“old-time Couservatiomt, the politicians and journalists who oppesed Mr. Seddom
‘eonstuntly assured their audiences that the tide had turmed and that the Liberais
were at laat to mect their Waterloo, Mr. Seddon was accused of ¥ eornipt™
administration, of tribing the electors by dotes of public money, of favouring West.
"land at ‘the expense of all other districts—he was demonnced as am autocrat, a
“tyrant,’s demagogue who had long deluded the people, bnt who was now at lnat
]unmss.ed, an opportunist, bent outy on ref.ammg office, whose wild * SoclaNatic*
' sohemes bad gosc far to ruin the coontry, and might eventually sycoeed.  But Mr.
Seddon went on his way unheeding. He toured the colony from North to Eoutb,
“visiting all the chie? political ceutrea, and ‘exasperating his opponents by the perti-
"nncitrwith which he foHowed them imside the sacred Ymits of their own constitm-
encies, Tn all, he delivered 37 speechen during this campaigm, und employed every
“legltimate expedicnt to enadre the success of his party at the polls. In his speech
at Auckland, where his $ndomitable persistency enmsbled him to triwmph over ‘s

_earciully-planned attempt at obstruction, e referred to two echemes which he had

_proposed to lay before Parliament next wession—a ngtional inqurance eystenr,
whereby savinga could be subsidised by the State, and s plan to secure the wife's
interest in the family bomeé by making it inaliemable without her comsent. These
" two proposuls show how earncstly he was still bent on legislating om behu)f of what
‘be ealled “the humanitien.” One of the most effective methods he eploysd of
pul!mg his ¥iews before the electors waa the manifesto which he eued during the
“mpmgn. and the lnh‘ml that sitaches to this document, as an expoaition ai
"progressive Liberulism by thz Liberal lnder, [ great, thut we reproduee it hnn
ia tull M ’

© " MR. SEDDON'S MANIFESTO. :

N At the last moment, befors the people went to the polls in Deecmber, Ma
Beddon issust sn sppes] to their coafidence and lognity, covering ihw whole soops
of the work and policy of his Administration. We meed ne apology for reproduring
this important docament in full, an a ftting record of the lnpu, the eforis, ned
smbitions of the great Liberal statesman:— -

" In a demoeratic muntry, & (iovernment must justify its existence by its uses
fulnesa or quit, and on Wedpesday next this test will be .lpph(-ﬂ to my party, n&
mysclf for the fifth time. ~
. I became a colleague of my laite chief, Joun Ballance, in 1890, and I am now
the only member of the present Ministry who has been continucusly in oflice since
that date. T must share the responsibility, as [ am entitled to share the eredity
for the acta and policy of the prerent Adininisiration since its commencement. To
the inquiry as to who wae Lis best general, Nupoleon said, " Ha who muade the
fewest mistakes;” and a political leader who has been eleven yeaya in oflice, and
has tried many reforms for the first time in the world's history, may fairly ask to
be judged, not by his success alore and not by his fuilures only, but by the balance
of public gain dne to his leadership, .
For fitteen years I have devoled my life as & Minisier to my counlry; and mow,
28 a final word before the verdict of the people i again faken in respect of my,
colleagnes and myself, T desive to briefly vemind my fellow-colonista of aur claimg
to a eontinnance of their confidence, and to put on record the aims which have
guided ug in the post, and which, if we are permitted, will guide ws in thoe [uture. . "
T believe that the cardinal aim of QGovernment is to provide the nqudilionl'
which’ will reduce want, nnd permit the very largost possible number of its poaple to
te healthy, happy human beings, The life, the Health, the intelligence, nud the
morals of a mation count fer more than riches, and I would rather Lave this
tountry free from want amd squalor and unemployed than the home of wulii-
millionaires, The extremes of poverty and wealth crush the seif- -respect of the
poor, and praduce ilie arroganes of the idle rich. This engenders elass bitlerness;
I have tried te provide such social amd sconomic conditions in this eclouy as will
prevent that betplesa snbjection of one elass to anolber, so wideapread inm Lhe cider
lands. - A apirit of self-respecting independence already marks our prople. and §
would have the title “ New Zeolander * imply, the world over, & type of manhood;
atrenueus, independent, and humane, The practicsl reformer must ofien ba content
avith small profits. and slow returns; he must proceed pieccmeal, and by short and -
wteady slages, removing obstructiona to, saad providing faeilities for, w higher
development of the pevple as & whole. . I understand this to be modsrn memani.
tariam legislation, end I olnim that this spirit pervades all the progressive lawa apd
Btate experiments that my Administration kas tried during the. last fftecs years
Lat me recall our Lumanitise (aa I ptefer to style our mensures), lmd ciasiiy. them
in the {ollowing erder:——

v

{l} Humnmt) for the mother and the infant.
(%) Humanity for the y:)!mg ’

(3) Humanity for the ‘worker.

(4] Humauity for the old and feeble.

o

I am net afraid of ridieule by begimnimg my review with the Milwives Ack

The child is father of the man, and certainly the emrlier the welfare of Lho infard. i
eonsidered the betier for iteclf und for the community, - -
; - The Mibsives Act, passed last year, is an atlempt Lo give Lhw truhh pml.u:u
expression. How much infantile martality and debilily, and how much urneccssary
smaternal suffering is due to wnskilful midwifery is koown only -fully by ths
mwedical profession, and this Act provides for s systewm ol registration which will
prevent thia waste of life and health., Staie action sbould still further protect
the child by. ensuring purer food, purer air, and better pursing. Mzn Leging bis
life, as he ends it, in helpless dependance upox a nurse, and the better equipped thad
.murse is, the beiter for us all. I will endeavour to express this practically by &
.eystem of paid Government ql'lrsegi', whose skill and kindness may save life and
lessen the load of sorrow and suffering,” Could we not afford to train sml keep &
wumber of nurses iu each large- centre to perform these duties, and, in smaller
centres, some auch smaller number ms the neads of the poor require? The ailent
martyrs of life are the low-waged workers” wives, whe keep the cradle full and
Lear the doubie burden of poverty and maternity. Can we not profitably lighten
Adeir cross by this -simple homanity? - Ouve great, large-hgarted man in Eogland
declnred that most of the children of tiie poor there were not so s0 much Loru iote
Jdife a3 damned into it, and this reproach should have no truth in this prosperous
land.” The waged of the working classes seldom permit of comfart and skilled
attendance. and, feeling this, we have taken steps to establish materniky howes at
Wellington and Dunedin, and are proceeding to extend them to obher oniics of
thid colony, My desire is thal these homes will be available to all whose ncans will
not pevmit of private eowfort sod skilled atiendance. - My earnest bope ia thai
.ibis humanity umy give the child & belter chawce of hte and the malley h‘,hter
 burden to bear.

The school succeeds the cradle, and the edncatiow ol ﬁty(mng i in nmpur#- .
.mmee seeond enly to their physieal well-being, -During s terin the present
:Government have been in office, our educaiicas! systam HJew hesm axtended ond
yeorganised. Our system s now free, from the primary schools to ke University,
to every ehild of promise, and = Lol of feea is ne longer levied on his high rcad of
learning. | Teachers’ salaries have brem  inercased L100000 w ycar, mnd tlwir
incomes no longer unfairly follow a fulling-off or rise ir ouy schosl sttendonou. The
-last Conservative Government increased the whool age, radused capitation aHuwaner,
abolizhed, truining schools, inslituted the strict as sguinst the general overage, ami
tuen bonsted they had saved £16,000 & year. To save thia cein they sacrificed one
ichildren; and economy st that price is dearly bought. I must sdmit that duriog
my term of office the cest of educntion in New Zealand las iacyemsod ucarly =
quarier of & million, but I glory in an expemdilure which bas given, amd i» giviuf;.
:our clildren an educational equipruent as good me can b found in any part of the
workl. ' Our technical echocls are flourishing and increasiog, and the linrvest i

ruh while the number of students matriculaling st our universities places us, in

“proporlion to our population, first among countrien loving higher educalion. 1
believe in the American maxiw that every man in & democracy should be cquipped

to pull his own weight, and education in Lhe surest aid to this. Equality of opporz-

tunily involves eqmality of educational advantages, and whers you have thia

equality the privileged and socvial castes give place Lo personal worll and werit. [

would extend our school system atill, nud tcach sven in the schools of vur

‘agruull.m'al disiricie the techuieal, seientific knovnlcilge which mll enuble our

“farmers {o win the very bost resulls from nature.



