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' 7t THE LAST SCENE OF ALL. .. ',

The ¢oncloding seemes in this remsrkable enreer we must now pass Over somes
what briefly.” The “Ovwestry Grange” conveyed the body of the Premier to Wellington,
where 1l business was suspended, and thousands of mourners thronged the streets mod

- suburbs, awsiting this most mournful epilogile to the great part the dead statesman

v

hed played so long and so bravely, The choice ‘of site for the plave of burial lay
between the West Coast and Wellington; and after some hesitation, and when due
consideration” had been given to the wishes of the dead man’s innumerable friends,
Wellington was chosen for the interment. The incidents of the funerul and the
lamentations of the Maoris over the grave of the great “rangatira” are described
below; and we meed linger no longer over these scenes of sorrow. ' But before we close
this analysis of Mr. Seddon’s work and character, we may attempt, however
inadequately, to sugpest one or two points of view from which his amazing achieve-
ments may be nppmmted and an lppmxlmlte vnluluon of "‘Iﬂ]’ ln\[:ormnec ma}' bo

© mndes

- Bocialivts and Liberals.-

" THE HUMANIST.

Tn the first place Mr. Seddon, as he was fond of saying, was s “Humanist;” that
1%, his firat care was for the welfare of the people whom he ruled. "“All legislation
which I have brought to bear upon the humaa side of life,” he paid in conversation
only a few doys before he Jeft for Australia, “is the legislation that counts maost
with me, 'Lhere ia a great deal of talk about men being Radicala, Conservatives,
I am none of those.- I am & ‘Humanist' I desire to
improve the condition of the people, to inspire them with hope. to provide for their

* comfort, and to improvie them socially, meralty and politically.”

L . .
He believed that the great aim of a Government should be to provide eonditions

. that would reduce want, and permit the very largest possible number of ita people

- morals of a nation cotnt; for more i;hnn riches,”

{0 be healthy, happy buman beings. “The life, the health, the intelligence, and the

he bas said, “and 1 would ruther

" have this country free from want and squalor and unemployed than the home of

multi-millionaires. I have tricd to provjde such social and econnmic eonditions in

" this colony as will prevent the helpless subjection of one class to another, which is

. 80 widespread in older lands.”

This waa the npxnt in whu.-h he Jssned his mamfeoi.o of 1904 on the sulueet. of
the preservation of child-life, and in the same spivit he recently formulated m scheme

- of national pensions. His maternity homes and his Midwives Bill are further indi-

© .- But Mr.‘Seddona pelicy took a wider survey than ihis.

cations of this same sympathy for the needs of suffering humanity. But, taking
the term in its widest sense, the whole of his legislstion is intensely altruistic and
humapitarian. If we.look for a moment at his record, we see how intensely philan-
thropic were his feelings and his purposes. But he was no mere theorist, least of
all a sentimentalist; and, on the practical side, it is to this “humanism” eof Mr,
Heddon’s that we owe more than l.nyLlung else the long. list of his enactments in
the cause of Labour. - . . -

THE PATRIOT AND Tl‘lE MAN,

He was z statesman
with no local or narrow oullook; he surveyed and gauged tde weeds and aspirations
of an Empire, He was in the highest and best sense of the term en Imperialist.
Fervidly patriotic, he was always foremost in urging upon hib penple thie necessity
for being prepared to make all conceivable sacrifices for their country. His inesti-
mable services to Engiand during the Boer War we have already recounted. His

" mdvoeacy of preferential trade, his insistence upon tle increase of the naval subsidy,

hia demand that England should guard the frontier of her Empire in the Pacific
agwinst rivale or enemies—all these facts mark him out not only as a firm believer
in Imperialism a8 & creed, but & stotesman able to appreciate at their true value
the ever-clanging conditions of international poliey. The Empire was not ungrate-
Jul to him. Not only in New Zealand, but in London, he was feted and memorialised
in gratitude for what he had done for “the flag.” But though so loyal to the Crown,
Mr. Seddon was always a man of the people; and when he refused the barometcy
proffered by the King, more than one British critic observed {hut there are some
men who are greater without a title than with it. And, after ali, it is as & man

. that we shall always think of Richard Seddon with the deepest admirstion and

regard, In one of the wany sermons preached on the day of kis burial, -the story
was told how, one Christmas Day s few years ago, friends called upon him, to find
that he and his wife were sitting by the bedside of a poor and helplesa old man—

o relative or even friend of theirs—siriving to cheer his dying hour with aympathy

and loving care.  We know of na incident in the whole of Richard Seddon's eminent
and distinguished career that more fitly illustrates the strong humanity, the innate
#ruih and goodness of heart that inspired his lifework; and we venture in ail
verence to express the belief that when our lives are weighed in the balance, bis
game witl raok high on the list of those whose record has stood the supreme test
of death, because his life was one long utigrance of thah noblest of prayers:
nie BB 00 who iom Eus fellow-men

e * WORLD-WIDE SYMPATHY.'_ _
e " K CMESSAGE - FROM THE KING.

forpig Acting-Premiier” fectived the following cable mezaaga from ‘thé Seeretary
pf"ﬁtate for thé Coloniés, through His' Exwllemﬂv the Governor:—“I am com-
manded by His Hajeasty the King to comrey to ybu the expressiom of the deep
ropiet with which ke hai reccived the intelligence of the denth of the Prime Mivister
of New Zealand, His Majesly’ia assufed that the loyal and distinguizhed services
Witiclt' Mr. Seddod has' readered during his long’ tenure of office will secure for lm
paine & permuncht place ainong the statesmen ‘who have most mloudy aided in

fostering the sentiment of Iunulup on which the nmty of the kmpire depeads.”
foon '1"he tollawing reply to the message from His Majesty the King was deapatehed

by the _Acting-Premier ;:—“The Government and people of New Zealund desive to
thank His Majesty for his gracions message of sympathy on the death of Mr.

rddom. The deceased lﬁ.ntum had won Lhe affection and confidence of New

eilanders to & degree unprecedented im our history, und it is mest gretifying to
Hu Majesiy’s lub,cch in New Zcalsnd to know thet our gracious Sovereign
‘pprecutel the lw-l snd distinguisbed strvies which Mr, Seddoa hne rendered
kowards nml.mg sireogihening the bowds of k_bp between -tha -Mother
cinntry aud the suilying dominivns of Lhe Lmpire,” <

e e L

. the people of New Zealund our profound sympathy

“Write -

e

.THE QUE L\"S BY}[PATHE"I'[C MFESBAGE
'rhe fullunmg cablegram was sent to M ‘Tml.dqn by {ler Hl]uly ll.ne Quﬂl'—q
“ Accept my deepest l)m[nall:y in your uﬂ‘hﬂht Iming sorcow, which the whole of
England ehares.™

TRIRUTES FROM THE PRINCE AND PRINCESS OF WALES.

The Governor received the folowing eablegram from H.R M. the Prines of
Wales:—*“ I heurtily join with New Zealand in deeply lamenting the load Sustmined
hy the death ol’ Mr. B«ldon who has done” so much lor the colony and tha
Empire.” - i

The Prince of Wales also sent the foilowing message dircet to Mrs. Soddan :—a
“The Princess of Wales ind I are deeply grieved at your irreparable toss, We shall
never forget your dear hasband’s kindnesa ta us in New Zealand.” "~ .

The following reply was sent to His Royal Highnesa the FPrinee of Walen:-—
“The Acting-Premier reapectfully requests His Excellency to eonvey to Ilis Royal
Highnesa the appreciation of the Govertrnent and people ni New Ipnlnml af s

* Royal nghnes& gracious wmessage of aympathy.”

THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT'S MFESSAGE

Lord Plinket received the following message from the Lolnniul Secrelary,
{Lord Elgin) :—“His Majesty's Govertment have received with the proatest regoag
the mews of 1he death of the Prime Minisier of New Zenland. Please coniey to
Mrn. Sedden oxpressions of my deopest mympally, and to ithe people of New
Zealand our ascnae of the loss which they and we all have susiained by the removal
of & statesman so distinguished in the histary of the colony and the Empirce.®

The following reply was sent to the messaze:— On behalf of Mra. Seddon and
the people of New Zealand the Government desire to return their sincere thanks ta
His Majesty’s Goverpment for their message of symputhy, Our late Prims
Minister had won a reputation bevond the narrow bounds of our awn colray, and
i thought and in deed he was ever wishiul to promote tie great ideal of lparial

unity. The kind feelings of regret and appreciation vipres~ed by Tlis Majrsiy'y
Govermwent will find a response in the heurts of all New Zealawders” P
© TRIBUTE FROM THE AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. N

. Tord Northeoke, thi Governor-General of Austrulia, tele -gvaphed Lo Lonk

. Plunket aa follows:—* 0On behalf of the people of Aunatralia, the Parliament wmsd

Ministera of the Commonwealih, and mysclf, T have to reqiest you to convey to
in the loss 1o thewr, ta
Anstralia. and to the Empire, occasioned by the sudden denth of their Prime
Minister. Our whole community has been shocked by the news of the death of ane
50 lately our guest, while devoting himsell apparently with inexhuaslible cnergy
and spirit to Lhe completion of projeeta having fur their objeet the incresssd
welfare of the people of hix country and the Commonwealth.  ifis services o New
Zealand arte ns well known here as they are valued at their high worth among the
people with and for whom his life was spent. ‘U'hey are appreciated not only om
ihia pide of the world, where lis wark ehiefly lay, but in distant dominions where
his intense patriolimin and humanitarian principles, aduwiration for which is limited
by mo political bowundary, have ‘made him- famous among the masterful Fmpire-
builders of oiir time. Taken suddenly froti the rmidst of llﬂ[!(\l"t']llt, duties, hin

- great plaee in your commumty will be 1mp4\551bl° 16 fill, yet his memory will'be an

exariple to his snccessors of tha vast good that ean be accomplislied by 1he oxercisa
of greut ability and enrm-stne:s of pu"pose ummah‘d lt) I.u\c fnr the ]<mp T :mrl
his fellow-citizens.” ~ ™ . . .
i o TFIRST LORD OF THE ADMIRALTY. e
4 - The Governor received ihe fullowing eablegtum from the Firat Tovd'of the
Admiralty :— T am deeply grieved tu liear of Mr. Seddon’s ileatly, and oifer my
sincerest condolence. Would it be agreeable that one of .M 5 smps should canvey,
the bod\ from Auﬂtulm to \c\v Zeaalnd?”

CONDOLENCES 1R0'\I \I-Rl( .-\ .

The Earl of Selborme, High Conunissioner of ‘Spull Advies, sont the .ulluwmg
callegram to the Governor:-—" My Gov ernments of Orange Rtiver Colony aud
Transvaal wish to unite with me in an exprcssmn of deep rogret at the death of Me
Seddon, aud sympathy with the people of New Zvaland. I am sure that the other
Governmentls of South Africa, with whom I hayve not yet had time to communicale,
will wish to join with me al:0 in expressing our sense of the great loss.the Enipire
has sustained,”

B

. In the Natal Assembly, the Tremier (Mr. Smythe] moved o ‘resnlutinn‘ ol
i)"mpathy witlh New lenl'\nd on the denlh of Mr. ‘\ed.d.un L. e
\IEF’I‘I\(. AT HDL‘SE oF COMMONS. B s

8ir Charies Dilke presicled over & gathering on June 12ih wpmﬂenlm" uearly aft
sections of the House of Commons. and moved & vote of condolence 1o the-family of
Mr. Seiddon, He eulogised Mr, Seddon’s services to demoeracy, whase vonfidence ha
had won and kept, and deserved, beeause of his courage and strength and good scnse,

Mr Jchn Catheart. Wason, M.P., seconded the metion, and it was supported by,
Rir Gilbert Parker, M., Mr Ramsay McDonald, M.P,, aml Mr. Thomnaa-Burl, M.P.

8ir Joseph Ward acknowledged the motion on behall of the bereuved hluly.
the Government, and the people of New Zealaml. st e

\lR (‘HAMBF.RLA[ \‘S API'RECIATION,

I P . - -
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LORD ROBFR lS'

Earl Rolerts, epesking at the Nutional Serviee League, paid a tribute 40" thd
memory of Mr. Seddon, as did Mr. Fletcher, the President, in tnkmg the chnir lt
the meehug of the- hew ‘Yenland Trust and Toan Company, *

MESSAGES TO MRS. SEDDON

The following telegrama, among nLheru, wore sent direct {o Mra. Seddon:—- ‘!

3

e . . MR, lu-\\lBLRl.\JN PRV oM
Deepl_y rtgret l;reparuhle loss to youru-lf and New lea!nud " (.Iu,nvh-rl:\lq‘-
B:rmmglmm. - - e O Gl

L oL Fhuu. au..n‘u. . ; s
R Deepcpt lymputhy. Ymperinl -loss. . Reccived Lis 'I.mll lebler. on \|--||.Lq -
Euz]l Mealb, Godalming, & ... PR—— ke s
. . LORD srmmto.x,\ e

e L-dy Btp{beonn and I deeply ‘regret your bercavemyat, Cuml yau and lhl‘
membors of yeur family have gur heartfelt sympathy s 3 auc 'gr-ag_.orrn."!p
Btratbgons, Lendofy., .
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