St time with greater reluctance, with more modesty, amd with less asmnramece™
- ® [ deviimed 1o spenk,” he mid, * brcaliat there are grave awd raperienced mea here
who know more than [ cam pretemd te kmow of the subject; and [ am aware that-
it is a duty ul.the young membrrs 1o set the part of juryruem and to come to s
decision on the arpumwats wsed by those who were hers before them, aml alvo ou
what has beenm said to the roastitueats at 1he lale elections.” Having thos apolo-
gised for his temerity in addressing the Houie 5o soon afier admission to ita pre-
cimets, he ment om 1o excuse hivelf for differing radicalty om various inportaat
questions frum oller and more experienced politiviana = [ trust that, though I
may differ from the experienved politiciams im {kis House upoa the great principles
that bate heen smprossing the attention of the country. they will bear with me ia
the remarks T am about to make. I will mot, like tbe honoorable member for
Aucklind City East My, W. J. Speight), sy that 1 dare them afterwanls to
attack wy remarks. for 1 ferl that. owing to my imexpericnce, those remarks will
be open to be ssemiled.  Buot, Nir, with the sxperiesace | bave had and the kmow-
Andge 1 hate gianed nhile srrvimg in Lhe pusition of a Tepreaentazive om loenl
bodivs, T shall tr5 to ecmvinve some of those mrmlers who are oa the Opposilion
benches thut Ly adopting their present eourse they are mot doiny that which i
rizht and guedd and which will be beoelivial to the eolony at large.”
for Hulitiha went on to justify his appareat presumption by reminding the Hous:
that be 2toad there to speak for & eonstitvency of 3500 voters; and there i3 & not:
of eonscicus pride it 1be wonds in which he pointad out to his hearers that there
were many memtors present whose experiences migiat be zreater but whose respon-
sililitics were certainly smaller tham his own.  And having cleared the way and -
disarmed eritivism by this modest introdoctior, Mr. Seidon procecdel with his
defence of the Grey tGovernment and its public policy. His spoech was possibiy not
#¢ £OTTit in manner ac many of his later effortz. Bui one who hearl it has
rwently declar:d that it was equal in force and emeryy 10 the best that the
Premiet over deliversd. “~ Mr. Seddon in those dexs did pot chooee hi= Englich. and
hiz k's were rebellioos, but kis argument scffered nmot im the least. Te was
absolutely matural. ferceful, lowical. and convincing”™ There is a chameteristie
»tory eonnevted with this speech. Vhile the House was listeming in somewhat
awed anmarement to the powerful voice and the stedge-hammer arguments of
* Digger Dick.™ Mr. John Xheehar rushed into the Goverament Whip's rocm in a
slate of preat exeitemwnt. exclaimed, “Come and hear this chap from the West
Coast giving thw Opposition beans! ” It is not hikely thai anyooe who heard that
tpreck delivered eoneeived st that time how far the energy and couraze and
resonreefuines of the young speaker would earry him. But there i no doobt that
Mr. ~eddon’s first Parliamentary speech made its mark and produesd o distinet
baprescion npon an andienee which was by B0 means predisposed in hiz faveur.

THE COMING POLICY.

As to the matter of this first sprech. it is interesting chiefly a& am antivipation
of 3 rreat deal that Mr. Seddom sail and did kater, when he bad mitained the full
beight of his ambitions. It includes eomments on such varied subjects as iriennzal
Parliaments, eandial reform. mankood suffrage, Lhe social and industrial progre s
f Lhe country—in faet. all that has sinee come tc be regurded as characteristie
of progressive Liberalism. One passage im partivular we may quote as illostrating
the yimws which Mr. Seddom even then entertained om the land question, and also
the sympatby that his kimdly, penerous heart always held for those whom he
believed (o bt oppresied or misgoverted. Replving to soow comments made upoa
ibe question of land tenure by am Irish member, he said:—* 1 have seen his fellow-
countrsmen who have left their homes stamling oa the wharves at Liverpool . 1
bave =ecn oM men aml women bidding zood-bye to their sous and dauzhiers. and
shedding Lears as they parted from then when the younz people were starting on
their Tovage to this country. Then the {ime comes when the sons and daughters
scnel for fheir falhets and molhers to come oot. Do they who spent their sisty.
or seveniy years perhaps im the land of their birth tear them=ebes irom i without
;fre-li.n'g! of rexrer® The kizt Sunday comes—ihey visit the graveyard where those
whc have been dear to them lie. They tear ihemseives from all rhe old assmiativms.
Ami they ~ome swa¥ 10 this new country. Do the¥ come willingly ? Is it of their owa
frve will that thex break asunder all these old ties? No; they are driven away. They
are driven from their bomes by the bad laws which oppress them. 1 hope boneurable
wembers will bear 1kat @ wimd when they voie om this sccasion, and I trust thay
ir years 1o come we shail nol. through their votos. see the same thingy happen bere.
1 fear me.” be adeled. = that il I were to atise from my zrive some @ or 10 xears
bence. T thorhi Grud the pevple driven from our shores and goimg to Vieioris amd
New South Wales, where they are legizhating year by year against squatocracy”
This was 27 wears ago: amd the speaker lived to see that peril averted by 1he
Yegisiation that his party. ander bis guilapce. earried in the face of sirenwons
oppositiovn. But mo one in those days bad yet conceived what the future would
bring forth for New Zealand or for the srear man who for thirteem years guided
Ter Jdostinies.

But mingled with zll these more weighiy matters are frequent referemves to
land surveys, dredge chanmels. and water-races: in fact. it is evident throughoat that
thcuzh the mwrmber for Hokitika is doimg his best ko dook a1t poliey questiona from a
broad aml publie poiol of view. be finds it difieult to prevent kis thoughts and
words from leading him back to bis own country and bis owa prople. ~The West
'omst, its trials, joys, sorrows and grievancrs.” figure largely im this oratiom; and
it wax for & long time a matter for humorcas comment in the House that Mr, Seddon
found it harl 1o keep the mimers ocut of bis speechen. But very few EMm ever
affected 1o tremt ~Digger Dick™ 85 3 &t subjeet for humour. In this first speech be
dealt vigorousiy with Mr. Alfred Seunders. who had spoken comtemptuously of the
*treyhoumis.” who fornmed a strong section of the Government. “The homourable
member for Cheviol,” he ssid “has tried to bounce the ‘Greyboumds,” but i he
sttempts 1o bounce me, e will soon find that my motiosis * no sarrender.” When
ouce 1 lake up a position I will Hzbt it cut 10 the Laat; I will mever ory ‘ Peeeavi™;
I wiil mever ask for quarter™

. .;THE FRIEND OF GREY. .

Tn rpite of the difbdence and the apologetic attitvde which the youzg member
swteed in his opewiog sewtences, here we hare the true malure of the man ewmerzing
at last.  The speech’ iv eminently charseteristic of Mr. Seddom, and mowhere more s
than in-the bokd and defunt chnlienge with which it closes 1t sufSciently maris
the wttitade thak the “young miner” sdopled iownrds his friends und his opponcuts
i the House - He wis & fithiu] follower of S George Grey, 23 ardent supporier
of Liberal i s, AN iy of the insoresis
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of his smstituenis, amd, kas beoem publicly mated, “whe was iatended as the victim, but‘ln
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. withal, s farerful and imdepemicst facdlor in political debmte . Ohler members lile
AMr. Alfred Manmders might smerr at his loyshy te-Sir Gewrge Grey, or, like Sir
Frederiek Whitaket, yefuse te ~fire off & canson st & sindow.™. Bei more sborrvaat
judges of charseser could mot fail 1o sppreviate the ratiomality and the foresight, and
abwce all, the immense “drisiag power” of ke member for Hebilake. - After the
debate to which we hare referrad. Sir Geo. Grey was defeated and drives from office,
aml Mr. Seddos remaised faithful to him im sdversity as be hal been during the
short-lived Liberal triumph. The Libers! party, divided acl disorganised, was for.
the timwe beinz swept away ia headlong rout; its policy was talrn ap amld expioited
by the Comservative Mimistry, which, for the wxt five years, beld pructically com-
tinnous sway; amd its great beader found himsclf ai last diseredited amd deseried,
~lagging soperfucas poa the stage.” But Mr. Seddos was to the last troe to Sir
Gen. Grey, and to the dortrines which that great statesman had bees the fint s
imculeate upom the people of this colony. The member for Hukitika eould alwars
be trusted 1o aid —the old man rloguest™ in all his political projects; and whils
bidimg the hour of the triampbamt resarrection of Liberalism, Mr. Sebklon was
gathering all that practical experiemce of public life amd Parliamentary proeedurs
which was aftersards to prove of sach iscstimable value to him. It ders moit seem
that ke delivered many spreches; but be did a grest deal of bard werk, especially
om the Goldields Commitiee and other commitiees of which ke wan from time te
lime & member. “Aa a leller be was” we are tol), “indefarigable. He was w0 im-
pressed with the importawce of his duties that he sometimes brooght his tremendons
phisical sirengih ta bear om members whe were in danger of dropping into the wrong
lobby.” Until the time shoold come for the promulzaiiom of Liberalisia with sosse
prospect of suceess, ke was conteat to work chicty for rive immediate imtereses of
his econstitments, After long efforts be suceceded in geiting all property used for.
pold-muining purposes exempted from the operations of the property tax. The Gold
Buty Abolition Fill waz for mamy years a3 closely conmected with Mr. Seddon’s neme,
as the Elective Executive Bill with Sir Wm. Steward’s; and it was only after Gght-
ing for seven suveessive seszioms that be smcveeded in forcimg his measure on to the
Sratute Book. Om several oteasions the Bill passed the Lowrr Mouse, culy ta be
blocked im the Legizlative Conneil, beeanse money was scarce, apd Government eould
not be imduced to Rurremder o profitable a souree of revemue. It was mot till the”
~Continuems™ Covservative Mintstry returmed to power in 1537 that be induced
Tarliament to adopt the weasnre. The Bill was finaliv earried at the instanes of
the Hos. T. Fersus, Minister for Public Works in the last Atkinsom Administrationg
but it will always remsain associated with the pame and reputation of Mr Sedijon.

THE TIRELESS TOILER.
Ancther prowi of his pertinacity and determimation to succeed im a1l that b
undertook, wat the Auctioneers Act, which he brought np for seven years im sne-
eession before the House allowed him to bave his way. The frst Bill that he ever
suceeeded i-p:seingnhiswn:ﬁemﬁmthe.idnhenﬁg-o('l‘u Preveation
Bill—a wearure which is especially imtevesting, as indiesfing “the view that ke
always took a3 to the mecessity for active Govermment supervision of even the
commonplace detsils of daily life. . It waz, imdeed, chiefly by way of suggesting
improvemenis in the cosditiom of the people that ke imangurated bia career as
a great social and politkeal reformer. Tn the opinion of many who knew him well,
Mr. Seddon was mot a theornt. He wan aiways imtensely practieal. amd had (he
statesman's eve for the methols which would emable him Lo attain his purposes. and
the men who could serve him best, It is true that in the higher semse of the term
e was an idealist, as all preat statesmien have been—a manm, that o to sy, imspired
byvngwn-drutmpliomgthj&hmbhrﬂlise,m&byhg&zlugumt
or abstraet theorizing, but by aeiziey mpon the opportune momest, the appropriate
weapun, the fitting practical weans fo secure his great ends. Jt s only whem
ideulism of the bighest type is eombised with 3 grasp of practical life that there
emerzes such a Jeader amd ruler as Richard Seddon And though hie gerics, as often
happens. was at first largely umconscions of its destiny, e wai always preparing fer
the great future by stremwous industry and by lLaboricus attenticn to the details of
pablic work. Practical reforms. be knew, were urgently wealed i every phase of
soxial, political and industrial life: and one of the means by which ihe reforming
spirit conhl make its presence most widely felt was by the eonstant assertiom of the
right of free speevh, aml the constant eservise of the privilege of seif governmesnt.
Hemve we find My, Seddom om all possible occasions constantly advocating the exten-
siom of loeal stlf-povernment. manhood suffrage. popalar representation on & wore
equitable basiz, and trieanial Parlizments. 1L wis during one ei these many strug-
gies for politieal reform im 1851, that Alr. Seddon came ipto prominence in connec-
tion with one of the most dramutic episcdes of our political history. The Conserva-
tive Representation Bill was before the Howwe, and Mr. Seddon was one of Lhe soven
stonewaliers who kept the House sitting for T3 hours continnowsly to obstract the
passage of the BillL But it will be easier to ket the Premier tell the atory in his own
words, “in 1381, e said te am interviewer {wo months ago. “there was a battle
royal over the Representaliom Art, under the provisions of which the repressutation
of Nelzon, the West Coast, and the other outlying districts was comsiderably redoeed.
m that occasion 1 formed voe of the scven stonewallers.  Colonel Pitt—then Major
Pitt—now my collcague and Attoroey-General, was our captais.  The House was
kept sitting comtinuously for three days. The stonewalling spreches of those dayy’
differed widely from spetches delivered om similar oecasions at L present time,
The Iate Mr. Bichmond Hurstbome's speeches on the fauna, flora and forest, as thew
were delivered by him. would have been to-day reganied as fit Lo grace the pages of
1he text-books for the school chikiren of the eolony; whilst the speeches of the Hox'
Richard Reeves om apiaries, bees, and _ﬁml broods amongit bees, =5 applied
~t0 politics amd politiciams. wére of such & lively eharucter that evem & Mark Twain
would probably mot have beem ashamed to write his Dame usder them I took as
my 1est the West Const and its residenis. asing the electoral roll as s sort of chart,
and by this means brought the West Coat and its people under motice of the House.
1 had got as far as bbe letter ‘L7 in this category, when, pausing, 1 mid te the
Uhsirmsn of Committees: “We sre new going to “L7 —with the aspirate. He im-
mediately ruled me out of order, and declined to allow me to proceed any fariler,
Weil. I morrd to report’ progress, and the Chairmanm reiused to accept 3 mntiom.
Mr. Giuborme rose protest, and asked that the question sbould be referred tn the
Speaker. Well, the result was that Mr. Gisbarpe was fined £20. I sy iell-you
that the fae on the motion wan intended for me. Mr. Gisborne interveniny, resahied
im his taking my place. The boe was paid by the _people of Nelsow; but it broke
the sionewand up™ o - lrl a8t
With respret to Mr. Seddon’s statement that the ine was iotended for him, that
is the opinios of those familiar with the circamstances. ~1t was: Mr. Beddon,” ¥
Scotch onutiem
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