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imnumerable minor festivitien, from the dinmers givem by the Spesker of the Houw
of Comimonms and Mr. Chamberiain, to the garden party at Devosshire Howse eud the
Lard Mayor's Ball ~*Everywhere Mr. Seddon was to be sees, #0d- everywhere he was
“the eynosure of peighbouring eyen™ - Surely in the whale range of the Empire's
history we eam fird no more startling contrast tham this, between “Digger Dick? of
the moleslins and bobnails at Kumara, and the Right Hom.- R. J. Seddon, P.C, LLD.,
the guest of Royalty, greeted as friend and equal by British statesmen and
British peers. And the chief charm of the eontrast—and indeed the only excuse
for dwelling st such length on these d-tails—is the recollection that through it =il
the man remained unchanged - Feted akd binquetea, and received at Court, he
eame back Lo his own couniry the same groerous, cutspoken, unconventional man that
kis friends had always known, readier than ever to plunge into the vortex of public
duty, and to overwhelm hunse]f wllh a lud. of mpnnmb:hheﬂ too heavy for any one

map to bear,
THE RETURN.

It was characteristic of Mr. Seddon to get everything ]-)osaible out of lll}'lhiﬂg-

that be undertook; and on his way Home be had visited President McKipley at
Washington, and there and then be laid ihe foundation of that friendly interest in
Kew Zealand and things colonial that the iwo last Presidents of the United States
bave o frequently manifested, Again, it is characteriatic’ of the breadth of view
that be always displayed. that on his way back he sought, and was accorded, an
interview with Pope Lea XIK. He returned to us more powerfully inspired than
ever before with the ronception of Imperialism as » great mational poliey: and
determined, if possible, more resoluiely than ever, to make of his chosen country =
soeial, legislative and political model to the world at large,

OLD AGE PENSIONS.

¢ To return once more to the course of political events in our own eolomy, we find
that the sesgion of 1898 was, on the whole, rather barren of important measures; but

v

all deficienciea in that direction were more than supplied by the adopiion of the Ol -

Age Perisions Aet. The idea was not new, and it is a moot point how far the
Premier may claim ereldit for originality in his trestment of this diffienlt snhjert.
Put there can be no doubt about the skill with which he overcame countless obstacles,
and the determination with which he foreed it through the House. It is well known
that Mr. Seddon had alwars regarded the Old Age Pemsions Act as his greatest
achievement, whether viewed from the politieal or the bumanitarian standpoint.
*~Members of the House,” says the “Lyttelton Times,” “still teil the story how he sat
eontinncusly for eighty-seven hours to get the Bill through committee. ‘I doubt if I
eould bear the strain again,” he remarked to a friend once; ‘a man doesn’t want to
do that more than once or twice in a lifetime.’™”  But in his own estimation the
reésult was worlh the effort; and his satisfaction with the measure has
bern  fully  justifed by thé enthusinsm it has evoked among those best
qualified to judge of ite value. ' Am the “Aunckland Star” has sxid, when,

by sheer grit and determination, the Premijer, beating down the Opposition -
stonewall, forced this measure ithrough, he earned the gratitude of thousands of -

deserving wrtilers whe, through ne faulk of their own, had been reduced to penory
in their old age.
daily and hourly heard the blessings of God invoked on his head by aged men and

women whose bard Jot had been greatly lightened by the assistance of the State. -

The following letter, handed to him by two Anckland- ladies prier to his Iast
departure for Britain, and hamded to & representative of this paper, who preserved
& copy, shows how preatly the benefit was appreciated; and this is but one sample
of many: “Bespected Sir—Before leaving, will you permit two ¢ld Scotchwomen to
express their warmest gratitude for the old age pension which you did so much to
pass into law.” By your kindly aétion in the matter yon have made many a widowed
and lonely one's heart to sing for joy. We are 75 and 70 years of age, and our
working days are well nigh past; but it makes the evening of our days pass very
plessantly. 1 hope this is only one of hundreds of expressions of pratitude for the
benefit it has counferred on the weak and helpless. I am sure there has sscended
many & prayer for you to Heaven from lowly homes, which may be answered in later
years. May Ged bless you, and bring you back safely to the country you have done
o much to serve. May you and yours enjoy all the blessings promised to those
“who consider the poor.” acd may the “rightecusuess which exalteth a nation™ be
yours, is the sincere wish of your obliged servants.””

Cheered and strengthencd by the knowledge that the gratitude of lhouaands was
daily offered him for this mestimalle boon, the Premier couid afford to ignere the
earping criticism of tliosé who dencunced the new pemsion syatem as caleulated to
pauperise and demoralise the poorer classes. As a matter of fact, these captious
and fallacious arguments are never heard to-day. It is mow freely and generzlly
admitted that the pension is not a pavper’s dole, but merely the recognition by the
Btate of efforts made and sacrifices endured in the past; an acknowledgment of the
indisputable truth that the prosperity and progress of the country and the nation
wre the joint work of all the law-abiling men and women io the eommunity. And
wo fully is this fact now appreciated that there is mo other measure so certain to
maintain & permanent place among our stalutes as the Old Age Pensions Act, Tha
first attempt to carry this wise aud phlhmhmpm law was made in 1895, but after
passing the second reading a committee amendment was esrried, with the avowed
objoet of defeating the Bill, providing that, instead of applying only to the aged poor,
it should apply to all who Lad reached the age of 65. The treasury could stand no
woch strain, and perforce the Bilk.was dropped, to be reintroduced next year, when,

after passing the Touse of Representatives in workable form, it received its guietus |
. Next year Mr..

in the Legislative Council, where the Bill was rejected in toto.
Seddon tackled the measure again, and, in the face of opposition which would have
evernhelmed an ordmlry mortal, forced the Biil thmugh in what waa practieally a
nngle-hlnded fight, so far as his side of the batile was concerned. Public opinien
wan now too strong for the Legislative Council, and the Bill became an Aét.
#0 bitterly opposed, the Old Age Pensiona Act is now as ﬂrm as the Constitution
itself, aud when last session Afr. Seldon proposed to increase the penslon frem 7/
to 10/ & week, he had the support of the whole mlonv and the u:(-re-se wae made
witbin a month ol‘ l.he opemng ol Parliatoent.

.7 ... RESTING 'ON HIS OARS. R

.- lu umu durmg unelosng on of the t- Parli 4 bur!e, of lmpnrhm
wan done-in the way of Jegielation: . It wes not ¢o: be wondered- at that after the
exiractdinary achieverpent (of bin Bve years' «of office w6 Premier; Mr. Beddon should
b esrtent for-the Lime mercly to-conilria l.he poi.ltlo. -t bad blrw lm‘u.rd. " Mr,
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“The jourpalist whose work took him into proximity to Mr. Seddon °

. goldfields, I know what tempted many from our =harcs te thke Transvaal

- opinion, been txken an & sign of weakoess; but it was hetter to wait.

Though

1906, k-]
Seddon,” as a by mo means sympatbetic eritic has recenus remisded us, “srcurod the
Premsiership in May, 1893 ; he had st very short iotice noquilbed: blmadell Witk greas -
eredit -in. the sewion whith opreed during the fullowing mooth} but it was aot tilk -
after the genersl slection al the end of the same year had been .déeided in thewr -
favonr that he gnd kis colleuguen were able to pull themielirn together and to pre °
pourd the cplendid programme which was realised, a8 already detailed, in the yeasion
of 1534, - It was not in the mature of things that wuch a weries of sudctises coald
be repented year by year; and when it ia remwiibered that the same man had te
supply the Parlinmentary programme for thirteen years in successiom, the womler is
not that the stream of ideas oceasionally flowed & trifke thin, bul Lhat it did wot dry

" up altopethber. The work of o Jong a reign cannot fairly be comparel, ysss by year,

with that of an Administration which comes fresh into ofice end is hustled out
apmin before it bas time fo get stale; yeb even 80 it has no need to shriok from tla
comparison with sny erdinary short-lived regime. Abd khow many Tremier: aifter
thirteen years of it \rould still have a numlsr of attraclive movelties in store for tha
ilmrleﬂll,h strsion it

"EXIT STOUT—RE-ENTER WARD.

+ The session was, however, rather lively; for the Maripr Seaalul aml the defrction
of Mr. John Hutchisop from his ¢hief introducsd a strong Havour of personal interesd
into the work of the House. But My. Seddon was upportunely reinforsed by the

, Teturm of Sir Joseph Wanl, and he was in a betber positicn 10 face any contingency

that might arise; Sir Robert Stout had retired to the hooourable checurity of the
Supreme Court Bench, and there was no one left in political life who toulf for &
noment eontest Mr. Beddon’s vndisputed sway., The establishment of an Accident
branch of the Government Insurance Department and the paassing of the Immigratios
Restriclion Aet were hardly matiers of momentous importance to the peneral publie
But it was in this year that Mr. Seddon attained the completest measure of
asecendancy over the people of New Zealand: for it was in 1809 that he taught the
colony to identify itself at onee and for ever with the Imperial intercals of England
Ly the despatch of the contingents to take part in the South African war.

THE WAR.

Probably no single act of Mr. Seddon’s long aud dramatic cafesr stamps him so
clearly with the holl mark of rtatesmanship. Dttraciors kave sometinves ventured
to speer at him as an opportunist, forgetting that, after all, the highest quality ol
the statesman is mngnificent and succesaful opportunism, The atatesaran is he whe
foresess, interprets, predetermines, anl when “the peyelwlogieal moment” hss
arrived, recognises it with unerring ecertainty, and seizes it with masterfel
sirength. Long before any real need for sending aid to England had arisen, and
while the great majority of people believed that the Tramavaslera could make ne
eilcctive resistance to PBritish arms, our Premier had decided that this was the
golder opportunity for making clear 10 the worid the troc méaniog of Rritish
patriotism, and the real strength of the Dritish Empire. On September Z8th. 1899,
he rose in the House Lo propose that the colony should offer a contingent of mounted
rifles for eexvice in South Africa; and the speech that be then made contains sc full

‘and striking an exposition of his Imperialistic ideas that it may wclt find a per-

manent-place in =uch & memorizl as this:-—“Mr. Speaker,” said the Premier, “on
no previous occasion have I risen in this House with a grester sense of the responsi-
bility that is cast upon me tham I rise to make the proposals mow submitted. Am-
emerpeldy has avisen; the occasion now exists for us to prove our devotion to the
Empire, ard bonourable members are calied upon to-day to pass & resolution ofering
a contingent for service in the 'Transvaal. The passing of ihis resolution means
entailing a heavy expenditure upon our colony. Outside that expenditure, it also
entails a grave respomsibility; and not oply that, but what we propose means in the
ecase of war that some of our volunteers—our New Zralanders—will go (o the
Transvaal, perhape many never o return.  Now. T hope members wilk approach this
subject and dea) with it in a matter crelditable to us and ta the benefit of the
Empire. The resolution is:—That a respectful address be presented to His '
Escellency the Governor, requesting him to offer to the Imperinl Government, for
servive in the Transvaal, a eontingent of mounted rifles; and that, in the event of
the offer being aceepted, the Goverpment be cmpowered, alter selection by the
Commander of the Forces, to provile, equip, and despateh the foree” The question
will naturally be asked. why should New Zealand tzke the eourae which 1 am pow
proposing?  ‘The apswer is simple. We beloug to, and are an intezTal part of a great
Enrpire. The Hag that floats oyer nx and protects us was cxpected 1o protect our
kindred and countryuen who are in the Transvazt. There arc in the Transvaal, New
Zealanders, Australians, Epglish, Irish and Scotch; and othera from Dritisk
dependencies; they are of pur own race and our kindred. As one coming from the
I know
what tronepired years ago when they left the Mother Country, other eountrics of
the globe, and otber coloniea, and came to New Zealand; but when they came hers
they bhad their freedom. They bad their eivil rights grantel te them, and there is
nothing so dear—almost next to life itself—as civil rights to the British race. OQur
kindred to the number of 150,600 in the Transvaal have been deprived of these cirit
rights and civil friedom. MHad the conditions made by the British Representative
been overbearing, harsh, or unjust. or in the slightest degree degrading to the
Transvagl Government, I should not have felt justithed in daking the eourss which
I now ask the House {o take. But the fact is that the British Government haye,

- congistent with-Lonour, -done everything to aruid a conlict, and have given the Boer.

Government- the fullest-time to copsider the position.. Fhat«hesitancy has, in my
It wasi better,
to hesitate before the dogn of war were let loose. As you will note by the cublegrams-
you have read, the civilisel world commends the  DBritish Government for the
merciful coursc they have taken. Furtber, the nalions of the civilised world say.
the demands made by the British Government are just and.remsonable, aml in this-
honourable members will, I feel sure, heartily coucur. Under these cireumsiuuces,
I say we have no reasoi—nor would it be in kexping with our position—1{c question
the: action of the Britiah Governm«nt.- I hope thera witl be 30 receding: w0 guing
baek. - - . . R
o . ONE FLAG—ONE EMPIRE. A :
: ¢ Another reasom \hy e uloould. take sctiom in-that we are o porl. wn of l.‘l.,
dornisant Jomily of the world—we aro of the. English-apeakiog race. .Liar kindred,
mreisoatiored in different paris of the globe, and whermer they ste, Ba. matter howm
far distant .pllt there is a fealing of l!‘!evhon, tiere is thal eormad bie, thet bl
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