Sullet acreamed past, thia time to the
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the wood, closely pursued; but not he-

aft- E had avoidéd if, but st the cont'™ fore » semsation of hot irom passed

ol s viotent 8 skid that 1 determimed to 7 across my right ealf.

on my tracks, and soon fousd my cycle, 5

take my chande’ and not repeat the
- musotuvin Two more bullets folowed,
pat both flew wide. Inat i feeling
mny fear I fell ngain into & state of
apatliy. .

“Hat hat Mr Morse, so you have
given meo & gool rin after alh!” said’

Jalpss' voice, & few yards behind. I

was beginnilig to fear that you would '
get. to earth bafore I conld try. com-
gusions, . Considering your forty years,:

you, meke sn exceedingly game fox, and,’

yeally deserve to get off.™ .
1 plucked the lamop off its bracket and
hurled it hehind me. in ithe rowd, then -
my ecoat after it; anything to save
weight. i N -
“Really, Mr. Morse, Fou surprise me”
eontipsed my tormentor, in a tone
which suggested thal he waas amiling

mockingly; “you make rather free with

tunps and coate. Not that it will de
you any good.  That litle revolver prae-’
tice waa merely to let you know of my .
whereabouts. I can do a great deal bei-

ter than that il T try.. Dear me! wbat .
would the charming Mrs. Morse say it

a decimal 330 were to strike her beloved

husband in the back! It makes me laugh

to see you.wobbling along like a crosa
betweetr & drowned rat and a clerk out
enjoying & holidey seorch.” - .

Weary as I~ was, his taunta so
ed me that I squeezed out sufficient

. work {0 take mysel. ont of —earshok. .

For some resson, Malpas seemed to be
losing groumnd, wnd the hiss of his car
gradually faded into the patier of raim.
My mind was made up. . Could I.Dbut
get the ehance 1 would -slip into the
wood,” which began - shortly after the
iirst bend ia the road. Thanks to -the
previons ride I knew my bearings pretty
accnrately, I got round-the.corner well
ahead of Malpas. An open gate lay
ready to hand. Through it ¥ rode, and
pushed my ¢yele far into, the dripping
hazel and hornbeam. The rain fell ofl
the irees in & regular deluge, soakivyg
any dry jportions of my clothing that re-
mzined, - Water squelched in my shoes
and obseured my g=lasses, so thai .1
could “scarcely sec whither I was going.
Leaving the eycie flat-on the-ground,

1 worked my“way -toward the-outside . river,,then, a. shorter ome:aygr @, rail-
of the wood, where, screened’ by the  gay  and_ lowging for the speed of the [
‘bracken, T-watéhed tor the car. & i train thab.rushed beneath as 1 pasved..

! ir“ds s0om as 1. anticipated. * Then there came another of those fear- -
The rain’ Wis thiek" encugh 't form a - ful-inclings. . 3¥. head, 3wam, there_wap

net” apj

-kind “of ~ mist,” EF hoped that - Malpas
would wot fotice tiat I~ had-Jeft -the -
road umtil he hid gone on ‘a long dis-
tance. But the mud in the roud betrey-
ed me.- Malpas saw &t s glance the
-tracks leading ~ into . the  .wood,  and
brought his car toa standstil. He dis-
mounted with sométhing gleaming: in
“his hamd. * : T

As he turned his face was toward me,

and if ever I read the determination to,
commit murder it was there. I heard
him pushing & way through the bushes,
where the marks of my feet in the wel
grass must have been plain enough.
Shouid I trnst to concealment, or spring
upop him unawares and possess myself
of the revolver?  Hut what eould w man,
- extrausted by twenty mites” farious rid-
ing, hope to do against one whose work
had beem nothing more severe than o
 managze 3 couple of handles? - . -

| #o 1 ldy quite still; hardly daring to
‘move or breathe, lest-the cracking of a

- twig should reveal my hiding place. Mal- 5, 00004 T bent. forward, with wy bead .

pas soon found my cyele, and uttered a
- hoarse cry-of triumphl YWell he might,
for it was my sole means of escape. The
sole means? No! the motor car steod
in‘the road. I knew how to start the
* mégkanism, “Tf Malpas wished to catch
_me fie shonld have w turn at the ercie. -
" Before I wis ten weconds oider | had
climbed into the car. But to my dismay
' all my efforts to stary it were unavail-
“ingy probably’ Malpas had fereseen the.
* manoeuvre. To stay where I was would

+be dangerous; but [dit mot mean . te ;-

leuve the car an | found it.” Taking ont
~my knife; 1 -leaped down and cut two
large slits in-the bavk tyres. The air
- eame out with a hiss loud cnough to
be heard a humlred yards ofl. I saw
now what ‘had delayed Malpas—-my
coat, small shreds of which still elung
1o parts of the machioery,
_Ahe wheels bad picked it up off the road
and jt bhad gradually lLeen dragged.into
_ihe cogs. Therevwasno time to.lose,
#0 I went forward to “treat the -front
tyrés like the others s i - M
ticarcely had my kkife touched the’
wubber of one, when = bullet mplashed
inte the back of the-car, and made me
look wp., Thirty yards away Malpss
::: preparing for a-seeomd shatic With

ility born of ngerssity. I regained.
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Instesd of feeling ,

1'1_1 adden-

No doubt -

s b

which Malpas had-ot had timd to in-
jurs. To anatch it wp wam the work
of 2 moment, Hasels switched my face
eruelly as I pushed through them, leav-
ing at least one soar which I earry to-
day as & memento, Before Malpas had
eleared the wood I was Gfty yard:s up
the road riding for dear life. I got a
glimpse of him kneeling on the grass
with hin Jeft arm up. 1 erouched in the
saddle so avoiding the bullet, Amother
atruck the cycle somewhere behind. I
heard fragmenis ol lead scatter among
the bushes, but my machine seemed
none the worse. Then anothey and
sanother; and 1 was out of range umnin-
jured,

8o once again I took my courage in
both hands, as the ¥Frenchmen sy,
and reasoned with mysell. About [ow
teen miler moTe to po; & bleeding le;
muddy roads; rain beating down vigor.
ously. - Not o pleasant outlook indeed;
put the pursuer had missed his best
oppartunity, and wasted the greater
part of him ammunition. At most he
started with twelve eartridges; ten of
these were expended. He would be sure
1o resertve the other Lwo for close
quarters. -Thank goodness 1 had man-
aged tu vip up his tyres. That meant
& good many miles an hour off. Pont
de PArche wag eclose now, and once
over the river, I should be in more
thickly populated, aml, therefore, for
me, safer, conuntry.

In the intense desire to gain even
this much, I forgot thrist. pain and
- fatigue. = Should the .body disobey the

will?- - 'Nol__ I, might drop dead, bat
not otherwise ,would I vieid to this -

ever-increasing sense of . exhaustion.
The. struggle. between fixed resolve.and .
physical fatigue resulted in a state of
semi-torpoz, from which I was rudely
awakened by the -eabldes_ of Pont
TArche, A pesi on that medieval inc

" vention.of the devil, that foul blot on

the splendid thoroughiares of France-—
‘& pave road! .The jarring transmitted .
by the machine tortured my . wounded
R
gradually cdouding my =enses, I remem-
‘ber . crossing,_a long bridge _over the

' buzring im my ears; but 1 elenchci my
teeth and spurned  the pedals desper-
‘ately, . The facully of hearing seemed
to desért me. My wachine made no
gound in the wind, and the pelting rain
det] .like . shot inte velvet--noiselessly.
. -Ping! 1 heard that; the right handle
grip few into atems. My hand must
have been there a moment before. Mal-
pas was at my heets, T dedged Lim
from side tp side like & rabbit, losing
ground at -every -turn, -The ear
closer and closer. My hour was ap-
proaching, . . L
- “You devil! sereamed o veoice, at my
elbow, so it seemed. “You'd escape_me,
would you..by vour dirty tricks! Yes,
duck and dedge, and dodge and duck, as
muck as von like, but you wout be
able to get ont of the. way of this mes.
senger.” . _ . e s :

_. 1 knew that the last bullet would
- be soon dispatched. - Many, times [ felt

-it grinding its way iute my vitals. The

- suspense. was, awful. intolerable. By

drooping over the handle-bar.

Then it came; but the flask in my hip-
 pocket proved ‘a good friend in need
Malpas thought .1 was done fur, and
uttered 2 sound like a snarl of a wiid
. Least. That cry restored my balanee,
. mental and physical, Ilis megazine was
empty! He saw me pedal with rencwed
- vigour.-and in- furious Jisappoiniment
- hurled his revolver, which, after whiz-
- zing clase. to wy shead, Jeaped
. along the road.

i+ Man agaiost man and oil now!

Cman’ musele with petraleam gas! 1
tried to ride me down, - How. 1 kept

. aliead I can't imagine, unless'it be that

- special cherub is told off to help .

hunted men. .- Twice his wheels_brushed
. my back tyre ever so slightly; twenty
- times I slipped in the treacherous mud.
Ve were on & down glope’ npw, fixing
along et & tremendous pace, I yained
little by, little, a foot, a few yards,

maybe, Btill that accursed yellow, Lhing -

" thundered. in,,the rear, spitling and
panting,-like & demon thristing for my
life-bloud, Its evil breath wan upon me

T apgain. The hisa ;of the cylimler sonnd- -

ed clear even, amid the crashing thun-
der, I gatheped mysaf together for a
supreme effort. Malpas paw meé draw
away, aml howled jn impotent fury,

TS sk o

. I dowbled bask -

eg: but it rhelped combat the - stupor

mame -

gleaming ..7°
Los LT s "

Blood cundling were the rarnss he beap-
ed upon the shuggard rar. ‘The Jdrving
rain fied my eyer with watery dlm,
theongh: which nz tooked mii - and
oncdidain " Fnilindized 1o avoid ™8 wag-
gon full of ehalk standing in the road.
But ax [ pamed a deafening ernsh split
the heavens. I heard the terrified horse
snort; then came the sound of eollision
amd & dull thud .

1 dismounted, mechanically, amd lok-
ed back. - The driver was trying fo ex-
tricate his horse from the debris of
waggon and motor-car. Chalk sirewn
thickly round testifed to the violenee
of the lppact; and five or »ix yards
ahead a dark mass lay in the road.
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1 turned nod walkel bock sowe paos
o get a better view of this wotionless
vhiert, . T i -

tme sance nuflieed to show that the
rac® haul hred won-tby me—From
“short Sturies.* -

Chrisiinad conee DUl ance B yoar,

Avd when 1t comes—why. then s bere]
Rot this of colis we reunct SAYy.

They coine, they go, they often By,
And merge lnto a sasly rough,

Which we have tronhis o drive off.

Vit the aitempt nnlcs we provure

A Uottie of Wooda' Lreat I'eppenmiut Cadl

SUNLIGHT S
Good friend =
~on wash day.

When you havé pmved .l‘l;e vnl‘\Le of Sunlight S;ap you will be cq;l;cily salisﬁt;l

OAP

CIE

A good Iriend is good to
you,” Good Sunlight Soap
i3 m good Iriend to you, for] .
Sunlight Seap is good and | -
dacs gcot work for you. - | .

L)

~ if you try Monkey Brand for -scouring metal, woodwork and kitchen sinks. -

they are bewailing spoilt prcuiu:iss. chapy

preperation that alia

weather: It is purcherbal skin-toed

Wow that winter is_;lrar at hand. ir women who possess leud;r sking
uncom lortable, for biting winds have no mercy.

Ao stk -

> ane made grent-
It i very hard ou them. and when

1 ped, chafed'skins, you hear the sugestion. wh
nol ust a goad skin-taod?  No lady neal have the siightest l{gnb{e with the skl if shzm-

uses VALAZE the est of all foods, Jis heating properlies are marvelions. 3L is & scatbing y
vs @il irriiation, sorcness, and roughucay cshised ‘Hy wind ‘#nd i
. EOzs might to.lg::c.ppol and, works 4. way«iMo Ty

imperfection Aixdppedrs inpitdistely an

Roquainied with VALAZE stc strongly recommendad to gi

or post free direct from Melbourne.
Pore Cure, 2/9 box. hy post 3/-
Herbal Face Powder. 3

the Liny.pores of the most delicate and sepsitive skis,
.b}ackhz;gs- ihe ravages of iime. illuess, or weather:
i rils Bpell. Itisguaranleed Ake- TRTREES.

nithe elements. aud to pecure Lo it lisera wnviable bfrillil\llrlé‘mm'plrx\on. 11{';!11 -

. wintet, Itisalso 4 most exquisite preparation for chapped™ Akl h'“ldn.' Esed%
geutienmen after shaving, VALAZE i delightful. The fact thal many ol The wost eminent
physicians znd snrigcons use VALA1E iaproofl al ils soothing miter-shawin i
For ladies, when V' araze is used in. conjunction with t ‘rhi

¢ cfledt is magical. 13l
wredy b1m‘nﬁﬁ.lnliﬁgmt‘mr\‘. o
o

ProRetlies, .

lexion

. I'other™

d.ladies whoe are vot already !
.. VALAZE 4/- and 6.‘&

VarLatg Herbal

a

Dr. Lykuski's Special VALAZE Blackhend am! Open
Valazk Herbal Soap, 1asts 6 mouihs, 2,3 cike. - VALaze
tints, -2.-3.° All Valaxe Freparations objainable .trom W. A,

WOOLLAMS, Chemist, Queen St., Auncklaud. also The BAVIES Pharmacy, Waungatui,

all Chemists, or direct ITom Mile. H. Rubinstemn &k
© Guide ta Ecawly"—[ree, SHARLAND & Co, Wholesale Distribuling Agents.

Co., 274 Colline 8¢t., Melb. ’
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{The above lllostration

T amd Boas dooc by Lhis process. No pa
s ; the » ATc mol shrank av alter
- iod the mmost-driicate tolours src not imjured,
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NETTOYAGE A BEC
Tepresenis a part of pur Appllagers for Fremch Dry Cleawing )

Ladise cou now bare their most elaborate Costumes. Wi Dremes, O Houses, Fa
t of the lin Trimnly rnumemie meed B

rge, trimmings, or ornamesia -
;- the hmtre sid finksll are preserved, |

" Gewtemen's Dresy Clothes and Bummer Setts ure made equa) 1o new by Uhis process.’
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N
Works: ; GRAFTON TERBACE,

R

BROWN, Highest-Cass Cleaners and Dyers

SHORTLAND S8TREET, AUCKLAND: =*-
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