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OU will make no effort o escape :
+ while [ dictate the termat™ I
looked steadily at the revalver
muszle and the tigerish face be-
_hind it. [ noticed how lovingly

I may either ahoot you, if the oppor-

tunity offers to do so without dapger

to myeelf, or,. I ean ride.you down®
" ‘The latter alternative will b€ the safer,

the forefinger corrensed the trigger, and  for if it proves fatal to you I can eay
it was your fault; snd if oot fatal—

telt how entirely L was in the power of a1
this man. . e , o wwell, the _car‘weigl}s nearly a ton)™ :
“T will not.” e - TR He spoke in & matter-of-fact tone a8
“¥ery good, Mrl- Morsy, Then yoi ..though he were announcing the de-
will have the kindnéss Lo sit on the ~18ils of an - cxeursion to a party .o
bank opposite while | unfold you my trippers. Yet his words brought a lit-
plun ofzaction.” , - ﬂt:‘ eomfort. - - o . .
. 1 crossed the rosd and uat down at . _ 1¥, the bye, there is one thing X
£he point indicated by Matpas, - He took - ~M95t.8dd” e anid, slowly blawing a-
- i .
= cigar out of & case and lit it deliber. TNE Of gray amoke; “the chances seem .
ataly, exeing me (he while as 2 cat cyes all in_ your favour.  You doubtless
a moane s b . . - " thiok that the byways and hedges, to
s o N R o say mothing of the towns, will afford
We will be brief and busineaslike.” you hiding-places. But beware! You
ll: continued, producing a road-map and remember Boshier, whe was mixed up
ying it ‘opem on his knes. “The.two ~ ; ‘pold-bag affair! . Well” oue To-
it points of the whole concers are , in the ‘gold-bag affairt - Well, our re

't _ lease came on the same day. As soon
these: First, L have you entirely at my  as we were again masters of our swn
meeey. A touch of the trigyer and Fred-  actions, our first thoughts turned to
erick Alvara Malpas is avenged. When revenge. So, by an arrangement, of
1 saw you in the Rue Geand Pont yes-  which [ don’t mean io tell you the de-
terday my firit impulse was one of in-  tails, we have ‘jointly “woven a web
atant _retaligtion; tut “more” privlent *. about vou from which you ‘can escape
mur_me'ﬁa prevailed. | determined 10 only at the expense of your family.
mwait & betier opportunity and take s Roshier is watching them at Shank-
hng&r revenge. - . DR | i e s
éond’ . “ He spoke with “sirch,.cruel assurdice -
- that-1 could only feel my - extreme
helplesaness. The complicity of Bosh--
Bt in bl scheme of Tevenge was - quite
" oulside my caleulatiebs: Malpas 3

Viligh_ plans iéce iddeed, somj
*- vaald -1 shope

i the method
i in Sife Sing can.

“&W pulls st his B A
moictened, Nid Jipn, ws though- in-anti- - UD€ attempt? gt oc e ;
cipation ‘ol & most choite bill of fare. - - He tossed the map aéross. Baying:*
He gloated over hin- coming tevéngs. To~ “You had better study that for a few
Iu-ep'_mp in suspense waa part of it; so minates while T overhanl my ear and
he a3t siledt awhile, the vory [iit"llul"e » see thai everything is in order. The
of walignity, - L . s sign-posts are s zood th'nt ~you ‘can
.*-Y'esg Sport?  Hesides, I want to S¢8rcely miss the way accidently; but
five you a chance. You pave me a ¥OU must be careful not to teke the
chanee years.ago_when you. secured n short cul from Elboeuf to Poni de
& post in your bank, It shall, at lcast, . I'Arche by the river.” P TR
he said thst 1 can retiember & benefit = Then he took a small parcel out of
as well a3 an injury. Rut the element his pocket and wadid it, revealing six
of chance must be reduced to a inini- shining revolver cartridges. “Nothing
mum. I have here”—he tapped ihe map like plenty of ammunition,” he added,
on his knee—* an ¢excellent plan of the almost jocularly. with a sudden change
¥oads round Rouen. With its help I .of manner, “One never kmows what
Blali be able te indicate the - exact may be npeeded to finish the job pre-
route to be taken in what may be term- = perly.” | : o P,
i a novel game of hare and hounds— This was not comforting; but I pick-
you, of course, being the hare,” ~ ed up the map and pretended to study
The Foret de Rouvray seemed de- " it I knew the route well encugh,
Sected by both man and beast. . Nej-  having traversed it a few days before.
ther up not down the road could T see - The contrast  between ‘that pleasant
any sian. of approaching snccour. . My  ..Tide and the present erisis was z0 great
wind travetled rapidly over the events ~ ~that - I felt imelined to throw . AWAY
that had; led up to the present p(';éitjfm: the Tittle «hred of hope and dare Mai-
€he ri of the sifes ‘by ‘our trusted * pas-to do his worst. “But I thought of -
caphier; the trial; o damniog ovi- © the dear ones-at home. The justinet
denor produced: by, me: the -aentenee; - of life rose strong within ‘me. o
the look of -hideous; crael -hatred which . is time for you to start, Mr.
the comdemned cast at me as the afi-: - But, before - starting, . one
eerd of the law hurtiel him from the more t ing must be told you. Sup~
dock. "I read aguin in wy mind the posing you reach Rouen in advance of
threal-e_nmg_ Annopymaus  notes  sent e, I shall, for the time being, take no
from Sing Ning. U further steps to injure you. You'kad
L anything was wanting to make better not make any attempts on my
Mg!p_u hate me it was supplied- by my liberty, however,” because intention
bringiog home to him the gold robbery apart from action is nothing illegal,
bl" the savings barnk. 1 felt  that I  You ean't prove anything ‘aguinst me
might a5 well hope to aqieene witer wntil I have struck & bdlow. Yoeu can't
from a Hint as éxpect wercy from him. bring lome to me those anndbymigns
“The road we ahall take is"as fal- notes. You rcan't even - proddee wit-
Fowx: From here to Klboeuf, through - nesses to my present actions. So I
'ﬂram_'l Exuart. - From Flboeuf townrd say again, bewarel”™ - A
Jouriera, turning sharply to the left - He drew out his .watch -and_gon-
defore we enter that town.' Then to - tionef: b e
Pank de” I'Arche, where ‘wé eross the "lu three minutes from’ the ‘igie
Heine wnd {follow its right bank to  when | say “Of,; I whall start: =
Raouen,  The total distance™is Bhout Teady,” Perhaps you will pledie me
thirty-Bye mifes. You will have three -your word as a gentleman to keep to
Wninuten atart. and then it will be 3  the route we have sgreed upon, An
miwre wirugele betweer human muscle  American's wind goes for & good; deal |
Bk huilor-ca¢, 'The ‘6 is oapable 'Of ~€ven in Franep'k . ¢ . .40 Ui i
only about sighteen milen an hour on It weemed exceedingly strange Mal-
the leve), being, forimnately-for yom, pas shomd make such & request, with
not a. medecn type. dut your full me entively at his mercy.. I did not
pawers will be required to keep you

then know that complicity of Boshier
sbend. L I sateh you, & 8o doubk I  war & mere Oction, and that he was

X -

% I . .- seemed jarred out of me,

shall, two courste will be open to me <

- best 10 provoke me to murder. Only

. the jinsult niust not pass unnoticed: -
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. wnddenly notieed . "akd the violest ™
swerve made ta avoid it threw me come .
“pletely off .y balamew: Fortunately
my shonlders btore the bronat of the cob ™
lision with the ground. As séom as the
firat atage of pained Dewilderment had
' I rose io my feet. Al hope
The cycle
‘lay on the other side of the rosd. [
picked it up and shook # to scerthim -
- N ; . -~ . the damage. [ wpun the wheeln; ths *’
e . front wns a good deal buckled, but
’ conld elear the forks, The right pedal
brushed the crank at every revolutioa,
but could turn. The bell was & wreek,
. .No time' this for lameni or examina-
tion of bruiser. Forward, at all enst
o 3 R . Yo that doud of dust did contain &
g to subsiitute for it my sense of  car—ao cloas too! e
- The impudence of the feliow T'p I tumbled again, and made off—
atung me to retort. C e painfnily, but swiftly, ‘At the Arst ror-
“No, yoli undre] v mer 1'nearly ran inte & gentleman. -/
nhout.;d '?‘f _('sco] fl' -:‘ Iwo_nrl I “By George, it’s Movrae!” exclaimed
Faonted Junously, forgetful of pro- o e, which ‘T~ recdgmised as that of
dence.  “You wmight just as well ask a my friend Alhusen. to whose house I
crintinal to give his -word as a gentle-  waa ridiig when' Malpas ove_rtook-m.
mar io stand quite atill while the drop- I l'.'f)l-llﬂ not stay to explain—time preus-
‘bolt i drawn. If you were more ihanm ed. " Onward, ever ‘omward; go I .lefé
C ¥ o Mr. Alhusen to solve the mystery as
hali American you would never have . I [

best he might, ' -
made such a suggestion; but I promisa

'Oh, terrible are those momenta when
Fou that T will do my best Lo prevent the body crissa out, “Stop! Stop!™ and
Your being a murderer_ ns_ well as a°

=L . s L .. peaged,
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the mind shouts, “Go on! Go on!™ The

S m . pain of years seemed concentrated in-

common thief. . to that struggle with the Fremch  hill
I know that the taunt cut Malpas to

—paio, mentzt as well as physical, so
the quick, ft_:r his swarthy face turned

great were the stakes,. Nearer and -

PR P
pale, and his’ dark’ eyes burted with nearer came the “kins! kiss!" of the
hatred. . i

i ar.” T felt that 1. was lost: to a feel
“Soyou call me n common thief, Mr.

ing of utter exhausiion was joined &
; H ht
Morse,” hé said. “Say; rather, cniber- sensaﬁon of plenurelnt the thoug
zler; an embezzler isxa much greater that all would soor‘lmdbebover—lndthl'
persan than n thief, jou know. As 16 Lolee, voiturelte fashed by me up the
the term murderer, it yet rel;'ning to hill. The mten}e mental relief. lt_onu-.
be justified, though you have done ‘your spread. to. my. linhs; and to the aid of.
: my spent sinews the northwesterly
wind came singing though .the spokes,
turning the ascent into level road. Then .
in itagination I pictured Malpas amil-
ing at my struggies —perhape-even hold-
R . . - ing in hia steed -to prolong my sgony. .-
: Hhﬂm&ﬂiﬁe ';:.' ting‘ !::l!':;;;h”l' i chuld ‘he have but. realized my suffer-.
hind _tlie steeriag-wheel, said: “Now, -i°8 Part, 'u“’t't-"fﬁe;"’ vengeance.
then, up you get. No shirking, and re- +- r(;;lo“bt nre 1[1‘73..;: to"(ig.; p.;’ irs -f;u-"
member yvour family. One, two, three,- | ; Soan chamgel level mEAA
O e it e e L i the aten were shatl Ther dond "
" As may be Tmagined; T lost o timey @ o y Sl - he, ey
80 inuch’ A¢pénded upon: timé frgt' two:. 20 the deep seal Thete was uhakine
minutes, Iielieve @ roda- the - firgh -~ """*“‘l}, e e M"" """*‘f 0
mile %5k %8 any human bingiuld  EaleS: clapped on, the beake sg sydden)¥. .,
3 ired it, ‘Talk about cotnpeti-- hat part. of P,(_*ru_bbqr b l'lpg_el[lm -
tion” for “bringing ‘B’ mah’s powers! uithe tf;ont qpvg:. ":""M m':mﬂ}n;ﬁtmd N
it is nothisg to the stimulus provided - 'L‘ﬁ_‘ﬂ:, ‘pe:::.thee“ ::E?obsme beed.
by the fear of death.” My feet -flew: ;esé of l:vﬁat the ;:fei:eeper soid. .
?&?"d:::;.g& a;fa. pace I had hitberto That .level crossing was my, salvae
" AL Grand 'Ess':;,rt I n.rrovirly Tissed ti_on. It checked Malpas for about .two
a collision with a small oy earrying .'mmllts-s. I mag; =ood ‘:Beh?f thedhl;:_e.
two' buckets, “The fault was ‘mine sn'l;i?!mg mty ) aers : 1m£r.ensl| .::
Tather tham his, being the resmlt of 7o ll}gh!’?. m'.le“i:‘fp:mt“:. :! however,
confusing the French with the Euglish < o> O "ope- iet y‘l‘i: .
vole of the rond. 1 had not been Jong ;:““‘:hm:h “;-n\fbb:rll-n:hilwéd :h';.l;“::
encugh in Franee aftér my sojourn in nea |el~ Yet there was small
England to take the right side instinct- :ve_ryﬂfrevo utlon.ﬂ I kept my eyes well
ively as ¥ should have done in Ametica. = oor O puncture i, PL fuy eyes w
The boy stared open-mouthed at the
“mad  American,” “and dropping ~his
buckets, he fled into the nearest sot-
tage. This escape made me more care-
ful. T ptanced ‘over niy shouldsr and
got & momeniary glimpse of the motor-.
car still in the distance.” For the pre-
sent I was making the running. and
took comfort in thinkimg that 1 should
cut-distance him. .} I could' only keep
up the pacet © - - . - o :
. Pines gave way to the welecome shade
of maple and hornbeam. Ringing wibd- -
1y, 1 dashed round eorners at a bieak ..
Beck speed, to the. consternation: of —
more than one brown-faced, wooden-.
clogged Nowtman.- Before I-could believe -«
it I was on the slope descending into’
Elboenf, Riding now . became dapger- -
‘ous, owing 1o the sharp bends fhat
chardeterise the French road-engineer's
‘work on steép hilla, ' I rode with my
life ia my haids, whirling’ round at
‘acute angles to ihe ground, _praging
‘dbat what vehicles might be about ng .
‘would mect me in the imtervals be Ihe chain tightened by the wet—for
tween cormers. By good luck, only one it begam. to min—gave out s rapid
market. waggon met me, aod in a few 8¢ries of sharp cracks. I was dremched
mipites I wii téaring nlong under the t“_’ the .skin very poon, but my mind
railvny Wridige’ and up the outlying W88 100 ocrupind mith .other matters
ntreets.” An eleptriccar fell behind as 1o heed that. ... . . s
it it had been'standitg’ atill. Roon. | How.d: cursed,.mysell for allowing
cobblé paviag “dBliged me ‘to slackem Malpas 1o gel. me into this straight,
speed. Guidifk"my ‘muichite carefully ‘baze stretch of rend. where I had about
among’ the \li‘.‘iﬁc of the main street, H‘-;]M ,;h::i;;'; e-IU;lmg t:n,-rsm" “"-'f
ren hed t ; Py ) rat has.0f erret in » drai
el i e BT, cumbty mgnin on (v T had lipped in. ton The woods
The thought that Milpas would be #nd retraced my. wuy to Rouen!
cven miore hainpered “than I had teen, Hisa? A buwllet hummed past me and
catised #° sidden theill of ekhilaration, fluhg up s apurtiof mud in {ront Lo the
1 blensed ‘my ‘forethought in overbaul- Tight.. :Malpas waa firing under cover of .
ing the ma‘c‘,iﬁe 20w quiverfog bebween - the thunder.. 1o such -weather thers,
iy legs; I'biéssed the art of the ¥rench  would be nobody abroad to see or besr..:
romd-maker., Put ény exaltalion wae I divined hia litile game st oooe; and,
premature.”  When within six feet of & when the next clap came swerved my-
cait horse shoe bristling with naita, I bicyole sharply to ths right. Anothed

the pleasure of a hunt amved you. - But -

You will mow have omly two minites”
start™ o - e LT o - -

on. .
.1 hurried on through the Foret du
Pont de T'Arche in pursuit of the
dust-clouds which the wind raised from
the reads and blew into the trees, not
daring te look behind me.  The noise
of the motor eylinder was wafted
down to me &6 distinetly that I
thought - Malpas must be gaining
ground rapidly. As a matter of fact
a good yuarter mile separated us when
I reached '-the -begimming of a lung
down-siope. Here, if anywhere, I must
improve my position. A waggon. was
ascénding the hill” heavily laden’ with -.
hurdles. The driver slept on hia seat;
but the horses; kept: to- the middle of - -
thie rbad. '1 passed easily enough; mot -
#0 Malpns, who was obdi
and curse the-driver-int
The sounds of his
to my ears.

In a few momeotz my front tyre bes
gan to jam mud mgainst - the brake, rub-
ber, causing considerable extrm friciion.

onths came as musie _




