£

i so hig, so magnanimous, that it will

aut heed the strivings of an untutored
soul. sier only to assert its innocenee”
“[at would certainly  sommd  punk

from any gent but vouse.” ohacrved Mr.
Bilk= sdoubtfully. “But wot | was goin’

ter sy wa- dat over de EY
~izn, writ L e, dat rvead i
Chane.  Dat was me ter de

“Your Honor.” bubbled .huro
Six eagerly, forgetting his recent rebatl
d now leaning far out over the rueil,

was  there, awl  =ome unknowi.
rivgehly -dre man did =nateh an ap-
ple from the puessing pooth, which hore
the plucard he speaks of.  And in one
of the apples was a gold ring. and the
cvhanes were e cents each. although
not %o stated on e placand.”  Then e
added sorrowiully: “The ring was aever
found in any of the apples sokl. and
wits prohally  contained  in the  oune
snatehed by the stranger.”

[ demand the privilege of ashing the
juror if this is the ring taken fr the
fair and coutained in the apple.” sail
Mre. BHutterworth gravely,

The juror, wha now considered him-
self greater than the Court. lroke =i-
lence by cry it has o nareaw,
oval band with the anitialz "LAFS for
Ladies’ Au ey Fair,' engraved in-ide.
it is our ring!

“Et has suach an foseription, and | o-F-
fer it in evidence.” =sail Mr. Bntter
worth, =L contend the defendant on-

i the might he
bu=y in blowing

tered the chorel vestry
ix represented as be
the lumber company’s Being hun-
wry and secing the ~ir ke o Chanee”
over the lnscious pile of buked apples,
he albeyed the dictates of his stomach.
Feassired by the genervus wording  of
the placarls and <eized an apple and re-

ated. That he «did not know of the
senee of the ring = sclfevidont, a=
we o st assime the guessing contest

wits ta be u f ore, That ke did hot
i ¢ evidenee of Tiis hone-ta”
was eertiinly fair anl
'en a ddeoonn in that -

SLLEe, b

gan Juror Number Sixoemmpliveently

But hie was cur ol by the Court™s
cilile voiee erying

AV vou refrain
all rexpansibility in 2lis teial -3

=Awel. your Homor” ericd the
At voonew awake Lo the et
he had been silent overlong, =
interpose an objection!”

“Yuwt objeet to whaty”
lawyer pleasantly. .

The District Attoroey  rampled  lis
hair and glured wikdiy at his rival for a
few day and then Lanely qualified:
"Jn evervthing nbour this ring”

“The rting will be wlurm-\l ta the
Ladies” Auxilinry Society””  ~aid  Mr.
Butterworth steroly, “whetlier you ub-
ject or mot.”
© Juror Number Six smiled openly at
this announcement.

-1 will now ask the

District
that
b owane te

axked the old

witness if he ever

plays cards,” suid Mr Butterworth .

When s o kid I'= a wize guy wid
any kind of a pisteboard mime” was
the rumbling reply.

R0 that you know one card from
another?”

=0l vour Haonor, T must protest!™
eried the BH-Trier Attornmev: then sabs
castically s “Unless you intemd o show

fe lost the stolen money in =ole s
of  chatnee. Are we to umlerstaml he
frittered it away at the chovel fairt”

“Fer de luve of ——" ¢iavulited  the
indignant witness. when hix artavuey
~tilledd I ol explained 10 G Court:
1t is werely intendml to pave the way
for perfecting our abui”

“Then we must reveive it moaned
the Court. now opeuly evidencing his per

turbation. “But—er—Kindly  keep s
vlose to the boumls of nurmality as pos-
sible. counsel”

Mr Butterworth prowptly 1ok an ex-

ception ta the Tast remank and then al-
lowed the defendant ta ~rate that he
did kpow evers oeard in the pack aml
knew thew intimately.

bl vou et G '|l|el\il|“
night. after e o the cin

At thix question Jurer \lll:lbl‘ Three
sisplayed symproms of  hy-te il
caused the Court tod “What are
yau Luaghing at, =i

Numhber -’

eanl  that

tpatitinn
aned insisted that Lis Tadging exes amwl
red faee were purely the vesults of a
et as 3f 1 was gaing
umbly.,
v have fits inomy

eourt -

“ow dare

ronm? Did you ever have a 0T pue-
\uﬁ] et uurt hotly.

“No, wir)

“Then haw do reu know it felt I

one? A man who has fits ix disqualified

Th o Ala.,

FoaTaom T TamnmhRis

T

b =

The New Zealand Orephic for June 2, 1508

for jury duty,” stormed the Court.
“Huht Hepeat the question, steno-
1pher.”

.

The query was put anew, and Mr
Bilks, who il Lbeen winking reassuring-
nervels Number Three, gave atten-
n aml repliwi: “I certainly did. He
« walking near de edge of de town.”

ard was walking,” mumured the
Court. apeaking wholly to himself and

in truncelike tone,

“Dat™s wot,  Dut is, he was in a guy’s
hatlamd dat was walkin’,” noditied the
withess,

“What card was it*” inquired Mr But-
terworth gently.

“Ie Juck of Spades.'”

“What was the man duing. in whose
hat yvou saw this card?”

“Not anuch of but'tin®,” deprecated the
witnesa sorrowfully. “Unly now an’ den
Ise"cl Qigght « ltmull an’ ook inter a big
milk-can ter see de time o day."

*Witne cried the astounded Court,

e the District Attorney held his
aching head wnst ily, “do you mean Lo
el thi= Court a man looks into milk-
tans to asvertain the hour "
Bo, dJat sifts in slow,” remon
Mr o Bilks carmestly; “but 1
1eckons I's on an’ twigs de drift. Ap’
I domean it.  De guy was potted—"

=1 believe he intends to say the man
wir intoxivated,” explained Mr Butter-
worth softly.

“Well, he had it proper, anyway., An’
e was g milkimn, An' he'd strike a
tlicker an” take a aquint inter de can an’
n call de hour.  Dat’s all.” insisted

BBilks, now looking very solemmn.
We have the milkman in Court,” as-
sured My Butterworeh, “and although
reluctant  to appear and cunfess his
<s. vel O save an innovent man
i» here. ready to admit his inebriated
condition on thiz night in yuestion; and
also te relate how he wore home in his
hathaml  frow o neighbourhood card-
purty the Jack of Spades. He left the
1t eleven o'clock. thus proving
Insively the defendaut wet him and
vbsetved his activns ot an hour when
the prasecution alleges he was ten miles
to the vaxt, busy robbing a safe”
= vompleted the direst e\.umn.\twn
of My Bilks, ael, eross
wonld, the District Attorney
noadvantage. He dared not

"

stenie doy and baked apple aad the lone
playin, rd too strongly, as Juror Num-
lrer Six had vouched for the
and doubtless there were several wit-
nesses ready to establish the last,

The milkman was ealled next.  He

te=tified in detail, in so far as be could
remewber. what  Mr Butterworth had
promi=ed te obtain from him.  Then
followed several of lhis neighbours. wha
arinned bLroadly in deseribing his ae-
tiuns when wearing the Court vard in his
hat,

That  closed the evidenwe, although
the District Attorney recalled the eom-
pany’s nutger and the man who swere
to weeing the defendant feeing from
the sceme of the robbery. The two
attornexs were bricf in their summaries:
the Court was =leepy and rambling in
hix charge. and the jury returned a ver-
dict of not guilf;

While Mr RBilks was busy  returning
the felicitations of “Buteh™ Mo arty
aml other friends, the old lawyer gather
ed up his papers and quietly made for
hisx oftive.  He bhad done his doty, aml
avgliitted an innocent eriminal, and now

he wished 10 see lim aml Wis clas=z no
niore.

But if he thought  to escape  thus
easily hie erved, as an hour after he had

r-nhod lis alesk the door opened soitly
—-nay. xbmost slyly—aml Mr Bilks step-
gl u--n[l\' in.

“Jest dropped vound ter say Canks”
foe explained gruttly and almost sheep-
i=hly. as he exhaled a heavy cloud of
=meke from a big pipe.

“Nat nmeeessary. Mr Bilks. 1 have
Teen parid o full and it's all right. By
the wax. 1 mever smoke a pipe. you

Liow,  Samwetimes T think the smoke
chokes me up” said Mr Burterworth

«tiffly.

S abeelared Mro Bilks
Iy, retwoviag his pipe,
down but wor 1 ean

impressive-
“I aint so low
take a hint when

it's Kivked duter me. But how n new
pipe. sweet as Heaven, can stail a gov
up gits v truly,  Look at it and

b held it from him in pride. “T's her-
1’ et jox producer cost ten phimks.”
Alr Butterworth pricked up his ears
a hit and carelessly said: “Fally as
much aw that, You gave——"
dest Pree hinndred  cowpons fer it
“What! eried Counsel.  “Coupons!

And then you did get them, after allt"

“Why, yes, Bo,” grinned Mr Bilks;
“l's put we bhoof in, 1 teckon. But
wot's de odds? ['s acquitted. An' I's
did gi1 de cowpons.”

“And the money?" gasped the old
lawyver.

“Never had a smell at it,”
Mr Bilks =adly. “Say, dat manager is a
smooth ‘un!  He smouched de wad,
after temptin’ me ter do de job. De
mwt was ter be in a fat wallet an’ we
wax ter go cahoots, See? An’ den 1
wakes up an’ finds me prize is only a
mess of cowpons. Course, if 1 blowed
te gaff no one wonld believe me, an' he
was wise enough ter know I'd say nittn,
See?”

moirned

“But how eould this man of bisinesa
meet and know you and put himseli in
your power by  making any sueh a
dleal? demanded Mr Butterworth icily.
hix eves seeking the telephone.

“Why'" explained My Rilks casily,
“hix porter use ter be u ol’ pal of mine.
He reformed an” got work wid dis guy's
company, an* dey got thick at Inst, an’
when de munager decided le'd frame
up a cleap-up he reacted we t'ro de
porter. T was ter pinch de stufl an*
divey. See? An' T gits 3 new pipe out
of it. Ree?”

“But the alibi!™ expostulated Mr DBut-
terwarth.  “The juror substautiatel
that. Wasn't any of it real?”

“De t'ings was all hunkey: rea] see-_
ery. youse know., De apple an” de dawgy
an’ de Jack was all on deck, but it
wasn't me dat was in Eply ter 1wig ‘e,
Butch is de only harp in de ity

can handle o tnu,n_rh ward.  Xay, he's
slick!  One of de boyz pm up a ring
fer drinks in his dry house. an’ when

he wies busy gunnin’ “reund ter dig up

i aliby fer yers traly he rememlieral
it an” framed up a few more t'ings dat

was bein® pulled off in Eply an dat night.
AW, when | oeculd show down dat [
wits de guy wot see "enn, de gitaway was

Hepa?™
wee” suid Mr Butterwortlh sadly,
“And here ix the retainer | received from
your cultured friend. Mr McCarty. Give
it back to him. Tt is tainted, The Jdoor
is right behind you. Good-day.”

“Why, Bu, | certainly wants vonse
ter keep dis reward of meril cer holdin”
out a helpin® hand ter me remonstra-
ted Mr Bilks earnestly, but he was ent
short with another enrt “Cood-day.”

Within forty-eight hours the creli-
tors of the Ward-Ilungar Lumber (‘om-
Ty were agreeably surprised Lo learn
they wouwld be paid in fuN, and yet
another day saw a new manager in
charge.

A week later Mr Butterworth awoke
tn find hi= houxe had heen felonionsiy
enfered during the night. And on a
library tahle was an envelape eontnining
n sum of money and a reugh-serawled
note. which read:—

"Youse certainly was gond 10 me
this meney haint tainted see it comes
vlen an fresh from the honse of the
Judge wat tried to jug me 1 always
remember oy friends.—Slinky Bill.”

Oid-time Marriage Notices.

Persanal journakizm ix supposed to he
a reeent develapment. but  these  ex-
tract= from old newspapers show that it
has at least the =auction wsaally ae-
carded to old age,

“A few days ago was married at St.
Hridget’s Church in Chester, Mr. George
Harding, aged 107 years, to Mrs. Cather-
ine Woudward, aged eighty-three. The
bridegroom aerved in the army thirty-
nine yewrs, during the reigns of Queen
Anne, tieorge 1, and part of Cieorge IR
Thix is hia fifth wife, and he is Mrs.
Woodwards fifth husband. It is alse
wirthy of observativn that the above
old man’s wiet has been for the past
thirty yenrs chiely buttermilk, with a
little Aour. and bread and cheese.” The
personal tone of the latter part of this
anfouncement sugpests another. which
ends  with the edifying information:
“He served in King W |l]mma Wars and
received 4 ball in hls nose.”

Bezides age and diet and accidents
there are alzo allusions to height, for-
tune and length of courtship; as for ex-
wimple the following: “Me. Thom,
smenadier in the Yorkshire wilitia.

i

SIX

feet two inches high, to Miss Hannah
Tennick, three feet two inches high.

with a fortune of five thonsand pounds.”

And to another item stppended:
“What is still wmore remarkable, there
hax been a vourtship carried on befwixt
them for more than sixty vears.”
Often & complete yomance has been
ated, as in the case of an English sol-
. who went through variows exper-
iences in foreign couniries and after an
absence of thirty-three years returned
to his native land where he acridentally
net  his first wife. He had lost {wo
wives and she two husbands during the
time and “both being disengaged, they
willingly remewed their fonmer connec-
tion.”

Disparity of ages is one of the com-
menest of incongruities among married
couples, the instance of the much-mar-
ried woman, whe for the fourth time had
“hunoured the marriage register with
her name.” suggesting a ridiculous con-
dition. It was anmounced that in the
evening “several of the relations weut
to the apartment of the newly married
couple te puy their respects totheir
Yuung grandfather.”

A difference less great but more con-
spicrous is referred to in an account of
the Jow status of the colliers in a cer-
tain district of Englamd, {hurch cere-
monies  were attended with unseemly
display, and frem time to time collec-
tions of absurdities passed through the
streets on the way to the parish-house.

tn  one  occcasion the marriage of
“Johuny and Betty” was bemg cele-
brated. In the processien Hoated a cou-

ple of yards of pamted calico upon which
the secret of rejoicing was told in the
WO

“At Johnny and Betty’s wedding
We will merry be;

For Johony's =|\t\ five,

And Betl\-s sev vnt\ three.”

———

Reinforced glass. produced by rolling
two plates of glass with a metullic grat
ing between then. promises to become
o great inportance as a building mate-
rial. In a recent French test, a sheet
four feet long by 18 inches wide, and
leas than a quarter of an inch thick,
virily supported 1047 pounds, and under
heavy weights or exposed to fire, it
DLends and cracks without breaking. Its
strength. resistance to fire. and passage
of light. admirably fit it for roofs, shop-
windowns, purtitions, and staireases.
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