with a gripsack or parcel. Mr James
Hekle, waniger, would swear to recviv-
ing this amouut of woney in  bank-
notes of viarious depominations, and to
placing it in the safe wn the night of
the rubbeey. The woney was intended
to e weed in paying o the help. and
as A cousequence G its disappearanoe
the company could ot et Qs ather
abligativns  anl aight be forced inte
Lk rupt The erime wax the more
abliarrent as it struck at so many. No
portion of the money had been recover
@l bt the jury wis remivded that the
defendant bt lawd ample time Lo ceach
the city and conceal his loot.

SWhy didin't yew tell me ey would
ey Lo preve meellit you leaving  the
arelte ul Ui Toblwry Y7 whispered  Mr
Rutterwarth =harply, .

. as 1n innercent wlhat differ

make  how  many swears
wrowled My Bilks indig

antly. .
My Hekle was the fiest witness called.
He told of the compuny’s method of
paving ¢f 4 hest of we Kien every two
weeks, and explained tiag the twenty-
five thousand dollars not weuly inchuded
the pay-roll, but alse was to have been
wsed in meeting oulstanding Lills. He
had placed it in the wilfe il Lhe presence
af un aged clerk, awl ihe 1wo hadd dert
the wflice together to atend a seeret
coviety meeting, i heir way to the
wall they had met the defendant at the
entrance of the yanls a4 few feet froth
the offive. AL midnight the witness had
been sammoned from the hall by t}w
village watchman, who infurm‘vd him
lhat the door to the cvompany’s ollice
had Leen found ajar.  An examination
quickly revealed that the lock tu the
safe had been pickedl and the money
taken, The robbery must lhave been
conamitted prior to twelve oclock.
~\Well, sav. Bo, but he vertainly is de
sliek ‘un. admired Mr Bilks in a husky
whisper.
“You have toll all you know abeut

the affaits® was Mr Buterworti's first
question in cre amination.
=1 Lelivve so.

“What about the tebiceo ecoupobs you
kept in the safe?” . .

The withess reddencid. bat replied. =T
wasn't asked about them.”

“Vet such couprns were there?”

The witness answered in the atiirma-
tive. and added that he had told the s
trict _Attorney of them.

~But as their discovery in the defen-
1t's possesiion would be almost pusi-
tive pront of his guilt. aml as they have
never been found. you Jdid not reminl
my opponent of them in your direct ex-
amination. as a bit of evidence. realis-
ing he would have asked about them had
he wizhed any mencion. liable to exon-
erate the defendant, te be made:” sug-
sested Mr Hutterworth wenially.

The Distriet Attorner hotly wbjected

to any convluzions being drawn, and
wi~ sustained by the Lourt. Then he
added, with a shrewd glance at  the

jury: A man who had time ta conceal
254K dollars in bank-notes  wouldn'e
be irce: eieal to inding  a hidiog-
place  fors or to X a bunch  of
watthless  tolaceo | ot s, 1t
wik g simple matter to threw  them

ept vour apology.”” sabil AMr But-

terwaorth kimliy.
“Fer de love ai——- ®ay. Bo. dar
inly wat- a aim shot.” ~pid Mr
in a hali-awdible tone that liv

detrvicked from the Jignity of the pro
cetbors pussioate disclumer.

“The defendant ix not being tried for
stealing tobaeeo coupons,” veminded the
Court =ternly il with an icy starve at
the distarted face of the burglw, “Cou-
pons are not even mentiensl the in-
dictivent. The District Attornex  evi-
dently dees nat care to litter up the case
with imuaterinl evidence.™

The New Zealand Graphic for June 2, 1906

“l take an exception to the Lourt's
remarks,” said Mr DButterworth. “'No-
thing is nmaterial that gues a step to-
ward proving the privoner’s innocence.”

The aged olerk next substantiated lis
amplover™ story in every detail aml was
positive that the defeudant was the man
e saw 4y the ottice, The thind wic-
ness told of Mr Hilks, letween
the hoars ten-
H under
trk. despite the
yet hie was almo-t po-itive
tiw man whom he saw amd the defendant
weiv the same. This evidence, follwaed
Ly several pulicenwen, and o clerk  of
vuurts staggering under a heavy record
f convictions, who ture the Jdefendant’s
reputation to ~hreds awl pictured hin
x4 man who lived solely to lie sentene-
el fur burglaries, elosed the prosecutivn's
cise,

“1f the Court please,”™ said Mr Hutter-
worth, [ will emdeavour to be a~ brief
in concluding the defence as has been my
learned brother  in  presenting  the
peaple’s proof. T will enter on no vut-
line of the defence beyomi the ~imple
assertion that my client stole e mones
from the complainant aond is heve solely
a5 the vesult of hi= former all-advized
activity. But he is not to he convicted

wleven

night of thia occurrence?” Mr Butter
worth pluuged into the exatnination.

g 1 was in de bug-

wheve™  a~ked the

vosas o the pretni

weted Mr

w5l

Hut-

tervworth.
“luh! tio on”
“What did you ato there™
“Us sort of weary wid walkin® round
tawe an' | osetx down oo galawge”™
b TR T
ar il ¥
losail o
contidentinily,

rer, il the wine —ay
dematnlel the oegized jualze,
brake 10 Mo Bilks
Bingwipe of  de

de

“lu
Jeel, a pnp, a bow-wow

“What Kind of a de tetupted Ao
Rutterworth guickly. b setected a
=turm hovering mer the Laee of justice.
~A stone fan”

sxtone! 1 believe b =aiil ~tone™”
ninred the Court, remeving his spe
aml hreathing heavily,  “Merey -

“hat's wor” ] Mz Bilks

“What happensid then?” horriedly sk
wl counsel.

“Well. den I puts down iy wit, See?

“Now an” den He'd Light a Match an’ Look Inter o Big Milk-can Ter
See de Time o’ Day.”

becau=e of his reputation.  And 1 weuld
dexire the jury to renember that  no-
thine is nseyuential and erivial amld
apt to clitter up the ¢a~¢’ that in any
wity temds 1o zhow the defen:lant conld

ot have  partivipated in e eriwe
charged,  GOur dofenee is an ali It i=
a bt unusual, and for that reason adl
the wore impreasive,”

With this foreword the all lawyer
paused  and  daintily  dusted with his
handkerchicf the fingers that Jaul been
vinploved to restrain My Hilks= in his

v while being ddentilied ax the man

with the hundle, My Bilks was then
motioned 1o the witness =taid.
=3 Bilke. where were veou oo the

AnT I ogits it all sticky, Nee?  An' |
An’ L git= it all sticky See? An' 1 strikes
a Hicker. au’ i it wan't coversd wild
Dlud ™

“Blisond 7 recechoed the Court, =ndden
1y =lumping several inches in hi~ high
hack

" eetorted Mr Bilks stou
Ivo =An" I ogits it on de tail of my cout.
Then Boquit< e place om de jump”

“Did the dog bite yonr™ askul
Court anxionsly.

SNaw: ale alawg dido’t bite me. Mee?
Be daws was <tome an” couldu’t  bit
nuetint' growled Mre. Bilks. as one si--
et he was being made e of,

“Camdvur will compell yone to wdmit,

the

sir,” observed the Court to the com-
placent Mr. Butterworth, “that this is
all very—er--peculiar, and possibly to
e viewed with a nene”
Fhat the Jog didnt hite him ™ Jle-
maaded Mro Butterwarth, 1 exievpt to
sonr Honot's renuirks as i nsduly
prejudicial 10 the defence. My clivnt is
wnhappily envivened, | will confess, but
Thess circumsti s, Telatel to his de-
feaeee, altiod ~eemingly almermal, are
parely trivial and syt conducive 1o a
fair inference 1hat he dild not commit
his crime.™
 Booddat™s all ter de ood '™ cried

k= entbuiss=tically. mopping his
B from hix decprel eyes aa he
leanied Jorvard eagerly. 1 never disd a
job zet -
Theoe, 1ere” broke it counsel sharp-
“that will du, =
Let the withess tinish” purmed 1he
Lanet ently.

“bDar | owas ashamed of”
Mr. Bilks definntly,

= A striking illustration of the perfect
vandone of the simple mind.” eried Mr.
Buttersorth exnltantly ; “revealing at a

I

vonchuded

tla<h the man's innate honest

hix vecord! lle has erredl:

the prive, 1ad he is not w<hamned 1o eon-
fess it

“Fer do love uf-——" gaspeal Mr. Bilks
in an undertone,

sl the Count please.” spoke up Jurer
Xumber =ix pompously, =1 live in Eply,
aml there are stone e terad
abont the promises of the insane a-ylum.
What the defendant  ealls blowd  was
paint. 1 remember well when the imag-s
were being fre<hly painted.”™

“Ahaeal”™  snarled the  heretofore
quivscent District Attorney, jnmping 1o
hiz feet. Then he eullapmed. a< he real
ised huw foeli=h 3t was= 1o enllle a juror,
Hut  his imploring gnze was not lost
upon his friend. the judge. who promm.-
Iv. and a bit warmiy, remimled the juror
he was there to hear and not be hearnl.

But. as the otferdder =et hi~ lower jaw
and drew down his mouth, Mr. Botter-
worth smiled hrightly and observed tu
the District Attorner that treth =hould
not be feared. even when coming irom p
Juror.

Ihe Court, fearing to go further into
the sitnation. conld only glare at Num-
ber Six and suap fo coun-el: “Proceed.”
“Where didd you go atter leaving the
foe™ continued My, tterworth,
Why, 1 goes ter a chnreh fair, where
dev wax playvin® some inpercent sport
an’ graftin’ smnll eoins in brace
wines, where youze name de number of
an= in a bottl 12 maeed, Need”

“Will you swear it wa-n't a funeral
or a glee club you visited:” sneered the
Distrier Attorney.
1 1the Court plea-e.”
wed Mr. Butterworth, 1 believe the
defendant has  the yight to be heard,
vvenr dif in elling his story he does iy
in uvppesition te the inclination of my
learned and inopportune friemd.”

ihe Court coughed bebiml w puduey
Pl and Trowned judicially dor a few
seconls amd then compromised by com-

dowrs

der

avely remon-

numding: rrocesd
SWhat lappened  at o the fair?” re
~ned cutisel.
when 1 osteps ine himd of snit-

s ome clothes: don't mateh
e winh e pest o de oy’ givin's | pivks
Lapple an’ <kuloos™

Uothe Iistvier ANrerney i
iy, mvon ale admit, =ive that ot
ioare mlty of petit larcer

=owhat he les sworn te de-
clhred the oy,
Wil all revommencdatioms fer de

"= slone nut'tin® of

of ale Uourt,

CUeroanhed Mo Bilks in hoarse
SWhAL fer de
roin’ Ler spike  nie
like dat—"
here, there ~outhed Mr, Buiter-
wortlh, “That will do, ~iv”  Then to

e jielge he aelded: 1 know this Ceurt

iene

of the outh
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