# EZRA STACKPULE BUTTER-
WORTH, the fuunder of the
Bureay of Abmoroal Litigatien,

iwpatiently  on his

rongh voieed,  fidgeting  visitur
and repeated decisively: “No, no; [ oteil

Fyou, we can’t the case! We do

in for criminal practice, and your

inforns e, has a

The fact alone

frowned

tuke
not g
. my
must undesirable record.
that he is known in police circles a=
slinky Hill' iz enough to convict hiz.™

CRuteh” MeCarty, ward heeler. and at
present envoy for Mr William Bitks. bur-
down his voarse, red face
aud without aitempting to
waze of the old law-
lour ol siinky!  To
must  er-rop out to
fer wanst he's inuer-

aasistant

glar, drew
surroswfully,
mel the spappin
yer, murmured:
think his record
down him whin
ent !

He has no one but Limself to thank
for his record?  Thes lhiuga‘ usually
do vount against a man,” commented v
Butterworth. turuing to his  summons
aml complaint in a evil action.

“Well,” sighed  Mr Mdlarty, 1i-iny
slowly, ma stone dlog ain't th best aliby

in e wnrrnkd, an® vie i a good legal guy
et Bave played it up, SHnky wud go
irree,

Ay Butterworth ~luwly
~w ingehadr antl e faeed ©pulttici,
aml with curiosity in his voicel thindy
disgniswd i.\ A tone of pettislmess, <de-
manded s dogr  Huh! o What v
el et

<1 oamean
hi= head!
lemsiy. s D zwoved tow

“amd that s his alibis

“That an’ a baked apple, =in”
voard T mildiy,

CEr—cplease =i down, Me Metavey”
itvited the old lawyer nervonsly.  vlet
e Lawils o pver The tacts in The case
au Fivas dhey are konown—hut mind you.
withvoi oy conmitting mysell as 1o
whether cronot 1owill aceept your re-
Lainer, w. Willinm Bilks, =elf.con-
fessed. Lurglar, better known as Slinky
Bl server of weveral sentences i-oar-
testendl il amdicted vn the charge oS
looting the =afe of the Wanl-Hupgar
Lutnber Company in Bleomville, ene ot
Tl rubbery netted =ome
WHL dollars, ainl as a0 re-ult of
the company cannol weel itz
ablicat Mr Bilks was =een in the
nnumia(uu vieinity of the cTime, the
proseeutiol naintains, shortly before the
afe wits upened.”

AN we can pe-tove he was tin miles
west iv that point.” interrupted Mr Me-
Carty eagerly. his red fuve Tadiating
wiaves of sineerity,

“on what errand™
<u-picinusly.

u\nl\ el i

one dog. “Wan with blud
replicad Mr Meoarty Let-
nl tie duor.

said the

our ~ubnrhs

ashed the lawyer

Lavkin' over th™ pronises ivoa feed
admitred Mr MoCanty  honestly.
Aud his alili consists @27
=& stone dog, bleedin’. an’ a haked
apple,” was the fimy reply.
Mr Butterworth =ank back with a

glint of admiration in his Keew, ohl ey

ad murnnired: cDa bounderstand  the
dine ar the apple lmd been iujured I
“Tu* dog.”
A hu i~ the prusevution’s principal
witne-<5"

mes Tlekle, manager iv (' compiny.
He'll swear ta sevin” Slinky—""

“Hasu't the man any urh: ta a Chri--
tian uames” shuddered Mr Butterworth,

Ml bot it
That's all. ut
Well, th manager & =uw Mr Bilk=
that evenin’ hangin® arv-round 1 Booher
var s, Thin th' <afe was plucked an’
th' woney an' cowpons was mis-in’”

dJunt it s
annything to

“Coupots a5 well as money 7

txlhure, Terbacker cowpans: thim yez
can swap fer a =nfy piller. or a0 hat
reck. or a air-sun’® explainid Mr Ae-
Carty. “Th'manager saye ke use to keep
'em there ao th' office-boy couldn’t steal
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THE BAKED APPLE AL

In which the Stone Dog and the Jack of
Spades Establish Innocence of the Guilty

By Hugh Pendexter

‘em. An’ to think anny wan cud iver
accuse Slink—excuse me, 1 mean Mis-
ther Bilks—iv  touchim’ such  tr-ruck!
But up comes Misther Wise Ur-racker,
th polisman, an® truns back his coat
an’ tHashes lis pewter—"

“I beg pardon¥’

*“His medal. his bre-breastplate, his—"

“Puzsibly yvou mean badge?”

~¥hure. Well, he turns in th alar-
rum an’ Zlinky—Bilks—is pinched. in-
vestigated, indicted, an’ whia
there’s so manny jobs he cud conscien-
rtiously do time fer, he wmust trrip along.
wian-two, wan-two, fer a jub he mniver

now,

touched. I've lheard say that even th’
divvle has some rrights, an” Zlinks-

Misther Bilks—ain't no divvle.  Why.
that Ia'ad cud be left alone ail da-ay
in this dump.”?

“No." broke
riediy, as his

in Mr Butterworth hur-
eves dwelt fondly on

“What difervoce cuald that make?”
eried Mr Buiterworth.

“A hear-rt shows up o much bettler
in th’ early heurs 1 wish it was that.
I begged  Slimk—DMisther Bilks—to
change it an' s-ay it was a hear-rt, Bul
no. Sez lie. *I'm tough. but I'm hone
I'm a burgl'c be prefession. dut I ain't

sunk to deceit  ¥it. 4 spa-ale’s a
spa-ade.” ™

“I will interview him to-day Te-
peated Mr Butterworth gravely, “His
defence seuitds sin ere to me.”

“Why. to prrove it wud be th’ yols

iv th' aig f'r yel
miringly, &= he backed hwunl
door and howed himself out,

Mr Butterworth, ance his visitor was
gonry, pur<ed his lip= o doubt  and
=houk his head several times as he over-

and My MeCarty wl-
v tu the

hauled a file of mewspapers and read
Low seemingly conclusive was the old

Twenty Thounsand Dollars,

~everal bronze pieces; “he mu=t  never
coule bere, aod if 1 take the cuse he
must never know wlhere my otifee i=7

=uh. that’s all r-rigzht. iv  course:
though it wud br-reak nis learvt if he

knew yer eudn’t tarust him™™ -ail My
MeCarty., ~But can | tell b’ gang e
on an’ will take th” modest little fee

weve scrrimped an’ saved jist 1o
slink— Misther Bilks—a square shake?

~Hn lealiv, L am inclined 10 ~a)
‘No " mused  the  old howyer, Tl
wouldu't conzider it for a moment un-

lexs | coubl be convineed of his it
cetiee.”

“He's as innercent as I Le!™ cried alr
Mty

“Tressibly.” agreel My Dutierworth
dryly.  “But will he prove itz What
about this alibi® A Jdoyg and- -s ome frair.
Gl you =ax®”

“Baked apple” reminded Mr MoeCarty,

SEtrangely inaninuite ior an alibi. yet
veking of odidity, seil the Tawyer.
Vell. 'L eall en Mr Bitks in his re-
tiremeny and  talk with him.  H vau
will dvop in teemorrow and bring the
[N be ready ro announce my

ank="" eried Mz MeCurey heartily.
AR mow as [want 1o be fady an® splare
with ve, would ye think at first blu-h
that th™ Jak Spa-ades,  wor-rn
provawdly in g milkman’s hat hand, wad
tielp th” case anny *

“Why, blews me,”
Ihwyer, wechanieat]y
it o=
the alibi?”

“lt ds. ot first 1 thought
unt a wurrud as it was  1h’
Rpa-ades, an’ not iv Hear-rts’””

gasped the  old
seirzing his peneil.
! mure of

vanvinein Sume

Tl say
Tack iv

ciacksl s guilt. $inee ereating  his
Bureau of Abnormal  Litigation  and
winming considerable remown by his ¢

centric methods, he had beon deonged
with petitions to take up the deience
of eriminal Hiz nature was pot
in sympathy thi= line ol work,

=S,
with

however, and he had ssubned it as dar
as possible.
prisoner pro
broughrt

Lt

veeasionally, when a
: veenee  and
wi=usl in

Dooat by the very novelty ol the
situation. He wus i connobseur uf un-
wanal feenl paints and his ating
to the =y strect that n {'uun.
<eltor at Kerentrie - ouzht him
mieh eivil practice. the natore of which
d frighiensl away hi= mors mechani-
wat aml prosy fellow-aftorneys,

e teok up the de-
criminal prosecution it was
v iomicide case. where his

hl

When, hawever,
fen e in
rule @

ax oq

Bhacdl been enlisted by the
aits of the prisoner.  But
in in=tanee the defendin was a

=tfe-hlower. a man from the
tower walks of life. who doulitless v
crabibe:l the lomber company”
eIt am epporranity. N the
of iz hurean demanded he res
amcur of Mr Md artays appea!
ve nothing to do with it e
wonll not take it. and——  Then his
eves fell on his pencilled notes, where
vt o thaked apple” plus the
Cjavk of des." eanght his gaze awt
held Wime The novelty af it abl, the
inherent pessibilities of. ¥, a haked
apple, pulled strongly at his inclination.
A common doer of evil would have re-
lied ¢n the perjured word of his maten.

But here was a man who was eager Lo
snbatantiate his asse

tions of fnocence
by a group of inanimate ubjects: whe,
aith nf the
artisy, uppredated the vatue of the tri-
vial and communplace.  Aml as this in-
Droduction of the jusigniticant ar an
unu=ita) time and place was the keynote
uf the old Liwyer's many snece:

the unconscious 3en ruinyg

hall won for him the chatacterisation
“alnormal,” the pencided Detes  were
care.aliy  pocketed, awd M Bi was

I upun an beur later.

“The man is certainly duno
tered Mr Iutterwor e emerged
into the ~unlight wWith A s ,-:p.n::}.'le
in his eye “What an anomaly?  An

-0, neut-

honest  villain! i almoet  sorry |
aveepted his ease. Yeo whar g udigue
chain of exunerating evilence!™  Then

lie

ght Eu comsore is wavering mihd
by suguesting: “But possibly it \\JII be
the means of te.ulm ls=son.  He may
reform.” Yet as My stubbly aml
stubborh fave returned before his inner

eve. he added donvrinily: “Just pos.
by :

The amuunt of ihe ooty criplal
with the prisoners kLi: g datel
Tae crime above the averags plain o

CONNY cour!y proseeiztions and lod

t NEBWs =g

fur.

¥ Tfor
veeded the in.
u of Almtrmal

1u~}|c|1 an

vitee that the

Hon was to eombuct the defence
1 e oinTerest whes
r trial

Ll evidenee had seem-
the District At.
task with seant
Hut \\]cn ine uf his assistants
intermed him th; P Butterwsrth was
on 1he other sjde wave of aciivity
SWept through the cllice, with the DA
dumbly  wondering in what unise the

im-\‘il:m}« sarprise woenld come,
Tire trial o hefore  a crowded

CNTi-roain, the majar portion of the
wwdience being lawyers. whe never LIETS
ed an opportunity te wirness the [ X

practitioner at bay.  Althueugh = eoiva
aml interesting when  appe- ror
either side in a civil action, he was at

his best in defending a forlorn hiope,
Some of those present jrad refnsed the
retainer. and now were w. smilering what
abmormial thread had  been  disceversd
W ocause the veteran eXponent ol un-
wital law 1o take it up,

The jmlee. always exveing a o lefendant
As one tteated )]vl\ Lo amioy himy and
interfere with his dinner hour, Trowsed
chtly as he mounted the beneh aml
lookeil down on the delendant's talsle.
Aml My Bk wias not one who couhl
T expectal tooexeite pity. Short ami
thick of figore. Lis strony frame woes
surmutmted by a beavily-ahat-hegd hewd,

which, when elose crunped inoa penad
institutien. would he characterissd  in
the vermcwlar as bullet.”  The hair

vy Tz il

aml, Jike the
3 et black, The w. thru=t well
forward. wa~ uf the Jrpeulay bullde
=tales and showed Dlee-bl from the
miol Barber’s mornicg el
v =livht form, e e
and white heir of the o1

\' a
el in deep vontrazt, a< the two bBawed
held

theiv bearls over the table andg
wl eonsnltation.

=ay, Ho, owled A Bilks
art tu e hushed, but

the stiled plaint of 3 for

em va m de jury hex
lank m.ml 1er yousp? )
Butterwonril noddad  Bis hesd
“and mrurmueml for his elient to
kerp silenr as the TH-tyiet Aftorney wos
abont te vpen for the pro~reution,
the Teapl's case was ssmple  amd
dire f. The Iinnber Fompany had been
robhed of twentyfive thousand dollars

oA r_ri::lz! when the defendant was seen
]mt?rlv_)g about the office. and Tater seen
seurtying toward the city encumbered



