The New Zealand Graphlc for June 2, 1906 s

left when this ill.omened fowl has doos
its repulsive scavengering work, Almost
at this point the huge pipe of the great
waterworks on the bapk Immediately
above enters the river. The Guanges 18
said to possess remarkable qualities of
self-puritication, aud samples taken
within a few inches of a disintegrating
vorpse ut Test in & backwater are said
to yield no traces of unbealthy contami-
nation, but a morcing on the river em-
phasises the warning that Lhe traveller
receives when entering ludia to eschew
indulging in the water i the country
a3 u beverage. The processes througn
wlich it is possible to put large quanti-
tien of water bardly scemn adequate te
the occasion, and yet the matives drink
indiscriminately while tney bathe on the
nurgin, awl apparently sutler no sericus
¢tfects.  Returning down  streani, the
juurney is usually continued till almost
opposite the tall and graceful minarvets
of the mosque. The most inleresting of
the ghats passed iz Punchganga
that, situated oo the mythical site
of the junction wof four rivera
1t ia an act of ne mean efficacy
to bathe at this sapot. Here the
timsy jetties are more numerous ad
more crowded. Knpeeling on the end of
one is a devotee fucing the river per-
furming his devotions. ‘I'he variety of
his actions and their iteration attracis
attention, and the fact that the strange
tigure is palpably oblivious of all sur-
rounding objects rivets it. Usually the
telling of beads and the people’s deva-
tions are less demonstrative if not less
sincere. A return is made to the land-
ing at Dasawamedh CGhat.

A walk down the three mile length ai
the ghats is equally intervesting, but the
el - view that it atborids in a meazure
dissipates to a large extent the I
in the universal serivusness of the pil-
grimage, which is not diflicult to wain-
tain when viewed from the river.
started in at Assi Ghat, close to the
waterworks, and walked slowly the
length of the ghats. A boar was just
landing its gaily-dressed freight of pil-

For Conclusion see “Our DASAWAMEDH GHAT.

Iilustrations.” One of the live special holy places on the river, and the central ghat of the city.

JALRAIN, OR BURNING GHAT.

lu the foreground, on the right, two pyres are bhurning, while pear them two have beeu built. aud parts of the corpses con e secy.

THE SACRED CENTRE OF HINDUISM: SOME IMPRESSIONS OF BENARES,



