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" Mr Geo. Barmes, the well-known busi-
Ress mwanager for Messrs Meynell and
Gunn, arrived on Sunday by the Manuka

{h)m Hydoey to make arrangemenis for
he Eorth(—ommg season of “The Fatal
Wedding.”
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. Master Harry ‘Ellwood. the clever
yhuog New Zealand violinist, has won
thie Trinity College (l.nndon) Open Scho-
l&rship. Master Eitwood, who is only
A2 yeara of age, scored 04 marks out of
possd-le i,

>

onx of 49 quu-t “ednlmg
from her owii home in dittle Walea, are,
it is rumonred, more potent with Mise
Margaret Thomsa thar those that sar-
round the marriage of a popular thea. ..

taieal favourite in Awstralia. nand she
il then-l'nre ’.rc ‘back to  Fngland
l'llrlrtly. : !
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CApropos of the Anderson anicess in
C\‘Entdulrch Mr William Amlerspn is
so~plessed with the Christchurch season

&

of “S8inbad the Sailor” that he is making
arrangenents (o extend the stay of
his opers company in the {athedral
City over a lunger term than had origi
ally been intended. This is the company
which opens ita New Zealan@l tour in

Auckland- in August with  ~“Tambaur
Major.” -
&£ e
The other new theawre for Christ-

ia to

church in Gloucester-street
modeticd on His Majestvs

chief diffcrence bheing ~ a slig
tion im size. It will have a gallery as
well a8 dress circle above the groiind
floor, with six boxes. The plans are not
¥et passed by the City Coundl. but I
underatand that every provision is made
to provide the Catbedral City with a
theatre that we shall be proud of. Di-
rectly the plaps are pasaed. tenders are
to. be called for immediate constivction.
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The disorganization eaused by the San
Francisco earthquake haz enabled Mr
J.T. Williamzon ro secure the engage-
ment of Mr Charles Waldron, an Ameri-
can actor of much nate. whom he had for
a long time tried to imluce to visit Aus-
traliz. Mr Waldron, who will make his
firal appearance in Melbourne next July.
will bring with him several other play
ers to his support, and two important
dramatic productions in “The Nguaw
Man” and “The Virginian.” The former
haa mret with a very promousced success
in the United Statea. while the latter is
a dramatisation of Owen Winter's most
populdr novel of the same name, which
has ever since its publication been wide-
1y read and appreviated in Australia.
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Those who sean.the amusement adver-
tisements in the Melbourne daily press
must have bLeen somewhul swprized gn,
Saturday last when they cawe to the
anncuncemment that Mr J. ¢, Williamson
was ch.n-vinnf *three. twp, and
guineas™ for the privilege of seeing:
romantic mystery drama. “larsifal,”.
Her Majesty™s Theatre, . o  Tueslay
morning, the 22nd of May. for the first
time on any stage. - The explanation of
this [I{'parhlre from the ordinary rum of
things lies in rhe fact that a eupvrl'rht
perl'ormanee of the Iev. T. Hlllhqu-e
Taylor's piece wias mecessary under the
new Commonwealth eapy n,«zht faw. The
performance, which was nnderiaken by
the members of the Tittell Brune Com-
pany, was the very first of its kind in
the annals of tie Australiin drama.

N .’_.‘l_j"

‘The news that-3&s Brough haz with
characteristic ecourage fnn-;l tlee situa-
tion ereated by the irreparable loss of
her late hu-.luml. and locking up her
sorrows determined to n'turn to the
stage, will surprise none who knew her
at all intimately. A benefit wax offered
Mrs Brough by the entire profession,
both in Malhourne and Sydney. and had
these been accepted wonld unguestion-
ably have been the vastest affuirs of
the kind ever known in the history of
the eolonies. Tickets might have been
made any price wllate\er. and a mam-
moth house arsured. However, with in-
finite gratitude, but becoming and gentle
dignity, Ars Brough refused the hopour
and sonounced ler early return  to
the stage. as already recorded. In
view of the circumstances a tremen-
dous welcome ma doubt awaits  this
brave actress whom evervone admires,
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Miss Mabel Munroe. daughter of Mr.
G. 8, Munro. exvertive gommaissioner of
the New Zealand luternational Exhibi-

_tiow, is the first New Zealuml girl teo

appear in & secondary role in one of
the principal Londen theatres. - She s
now plaving in *The Little Cherub,™ Mr.
Geo. FAwards" new musical play al the
Prince of Woles' Theatee. Miss Munre,
who is only 17 years of aze. won the
George Fdwardea schalar<hip in Septens-
ber, 104, at Barectt's Lyric aml Drama-
tic Academy, Oxford-street. Loudon, The
lcllolarvalup carriedh wilh it am engape-
ment with Mr. Geo. Edwardes, Miss
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Munto  joiaed  the Prinve of Wales™
Theatre in December, 1904, and played
through the whole run of “Lody Muad-

cap,” which ran 13 months, and ihen
was  given the “part im “The Little
LCherub,™ o N
2z 0
A leading  Australian daily. apropos

of the children in the “Fatal Wedding.™
remiarka that the management ure to be
congratulated on their efforta and e
eexs in training the children of the com-
pany. Uver forty are introduced in the
third act, in what ia known as the “Tin
Canmarig Baml”  These are specialiy
catel fur by Messrz Meynell aml Gin
They are boarded in the saburls aL 2
pretty water frontage onse. They are
sent to aml from he theatre fn a dragy
specially  chartered for the

Every mwrning thex have s
muzie Jessons, and twoe hospital nurae:
are always in attendance to look afier
their health und wel This really
vareful methol of tr = theatrical
chillren  should be o Easting and good
object lesson to viher managementa.
Mauny of these little ones hail frum Vie-
toria. which enhinces the responsibility
of travelling and caring for them.

I

* In view of the fact thit Mr. Andiew
Black is now: in New Zealand and has
just  commenced a concert  seuson in
Auckland, the following excerpt from
the london  ~Daily  Chronicie”  of
Mareh 20th. ia interesting “There lhaa
been considerable speculation in musical
vireles lately as {o the whereabouls oi
Mr. Andrew Flack, the distinguished
vocalist. His name has been alsent
from coneert programmes for many
months past, and it was stated that he
wus seriou=ly ill. Az a matler of fact,
information was received in loudon re-
coietly to the effect that he is now in Aus-
ia. and will retarn in time 1o ful-
gemanta at the provincial nsusical
Alz in the aniumn. Mr. Black went
away sesiring a complete reat after the
anxiely attending the fatal illneas last
June of his wife, a =ister of My. Ivan
Caryll. and fo avoid bring worriad by
corvexpondence he left no address.”
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¥ had a look over the Camierbury Hall
ihe other day, writes ~Prompter,” amd

fouml the inside of the big building torm
out,. and. Mr. Tom Pollard superintemd-
ing the alterationa which are {4 tvans-
form it intn Hlia Majesiy's Theatre, It
has frequently beed said that it i impos-
sible to change any building =o
wikl sath-fa(tonl_\' assume the qua
tions of an up-to-date theatre.
Pollard peinted out,

Mr.
hawever, thal thia
argmnent does not hold good in 1k pre-

sent instance. The Canterbury Hall is
s0 muech larger than is required for &
theatre that, with the interior disneant-
led, there is ample room within the four
walls te conatruet any alyle of building
that may b desired. 20 thal coat be-
comea il only econsideration. 1 have
not seen the plans, Lot it i1 only rea-
sonable to assume. under the @rcum-
stances, that the proprietors will not
allow a few hundred pounds 1» stand
in ths way of compleie sicees<.  Une
thing iz already ceriain, the aecnnnns-
dation behind the seenezs will be excep-
tionally goed. for the stage itsell and
the dresing-reom facilities are all that
man bhe desited.  The cellar, too. i3 a
nagniticent one, raoomy amt well light.
ol 20 that there i3 oppardunicy for the
most elaborate stage wechanism,  His
Majestys ix to be apensd by 1le Mac-
mahon Dramatic Company, pro!mhh to-
wards the end of July.
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Two of the “elevtroplaie” youth of
Christchurch had a salutary lesson dur-

inr the rvecen! pantomime scason of
wxinbad the Sailer.” Tt is charitable
to auppose that they bad looked upon
the whisky when it was yellow, for
they proveeded to  make themselves
tharowghly “objectionable  throughout

the pi-rfur:umnce, annoying and di*turb.
ing the enlire auplirnee.
Jusepha, Mr Anderson’s pnart manager,
did nof want te create a further nuis-
ance by sending in eonstables. lut when
the inferval came the jovial l\nnm
stunbling out for “jra’ one more” were
droppet upon with amazing swildenneas
and marched off fo the manager’= sasne-

tuim,, where the Rict Act was read with .

much jrkpressiveness, and an nitimatnm
iwued—either. pay £3 & belween the
two 1o the offended managrmeni, as an
expression of regret, or Lo be suwmmoned

Mr Michzel |

-
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in the morning as a common nUiSKoe,
Sobered By the tertific severity of Lhe
managerial a.pect, asd assisted by a
couple of long “swda straizhi=" swal-
Towed hy arder of Lhe buplaesble Mr
Josephy. the youlhs saw much trouble
looming ahead at the office. in sociely,
and at home, and sadly agreeing 1o
cazh up on the morrow reiurped home
s wuch chastened couple  Nett morn-
ing. the little cheque being forlhcoming,
£33 was handed over to Nurse Maude
for the C(hrictchurel - Consamptive
Camgw, Mr Jdosephz mierinnring smiling-
I¥. “Thus out of evil and e “most un-
promising materials goud apay eone’
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Tweo new English artista will be sven
by Auncklanders in  the production
of the “Fatal Wedding.”™ Miss May
Congdon, the ypew  leading  lady,
was  origimally  edecared  at ithe
Bruasels t onservatorium of Musie, but
her preference for the stae induced
ter, abount years age, to lake up
dramatic work. and she has since plaved
Pexay in “Mice and Men,” as well as
leading parta in A Mariage of Con-
venicnee” “Sunday,” amd many Shakes
pearean piecea, My Charles Vane was
with his reiment in India in 1885, when
“the sweel uses of amatear theatricals”™
tunght him his powers as an actor, He
then wenl to ¥nglind, joined Mr F. R
Twnson’s Shakespercan Company, und
did a great deal of wsefal work with
varions managers aH over the country,
and alse visited Souih Afriea,  In 1801
he was with Misz Ellen Terry, aml wac
then juiradneed Lo Nir lleary leving.
wha included him in his company at the
Lycenm Theutre. Mr Vane then toured
the provinces with the Irving cembina-
tion, and went 1o America, whers he
subsequently supported 1. H. Solhern
ju "Hamlet™ and “If 1 Were King.”
After a aeconmd visit to South Aldrica,
the traveller joined Mr John Hare in
Enzland, and during his stay success-
Iully produced a one-act play oi his
own, He is, in fact. an actor of con-
Awderable experience, who shonld b able
to give a gond account of himaelf slllrmg
the iorllmmm" 3eRGOIL
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The audience which witnessed the final
production of “Veroniyus” at His Ma-
jesty's Thoatre, Auckland, on Saturday,
was one of the most brilliant, gz well as
the largest, the wriler remcinbers 10 have
secn palhered o that theatre.  The
denizens of Princes-street wvere in special
fores, and for Auckland the display of
dress and diantnds was oxtraordinary.
However., “the play’s the ihing,” awd it
s yenerally  coneeded  that “Vero-
nique” is the best thing done by the
company on the present tour.  The
absence of n Jow  comed capabie
of playing Cequenanl ‘o magnilicent
partt to fudl sudvantage was certainly
mucna felt, jor Mr. Wallace, while a la-
Lwerionz and consciend ious ariist, toils too
obviously aft:r lis langhs. aml, tiring
himself, makes tired hiz awdienve in hia
forced endeavours after fun.  Sponta-
neoils Lwnour is not (his gentivman™
furle.  Mir. Vernom, loo, is searcely ideal
in lousiot, bei “ltourjours Vervon,”
and, in brief — “iofly for breakfasi™
quotadivn applies.  Un the other hand, it
would e impossible Lo oF 1e the quile
admirable work of Miss Olive Golwin,
Toth in aciing amd singing, She has
senne partictfarly fine  elvanlages  in
bott branches of Jier art. and uses both
to the fidl. Tt is cerisinly not too much
to xay that e is re<ponsible jor much of
ihe unquesticned success  of the  per-
formance.  Miss Casiles was applanded
as Veronique, and alias Tlelenc e Bo-
langea. and her arting was cerlainly eapi-
tal, Oiher smembers of the cump,mv &
well as did the chorus, and “Veronigue®”
may be warmly recomnmended wherever
the present company may appear.

.

Aliss  Tittell.Brune is [oviupale fn
having a manager who tikes extreme
paina to shuw hes (alenta in-a shinisg
light. “Parsifal” is (o hand-—-a dramatie
arrangement of the fumous Wagnerian
opera. written by a Sydpey clerzyinan —
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M. 1.
I DE MEGLIO MANDOLIX
Coped Iy many, excelied v oan
These Mandolinex are acleatiftcally cor.
et o form aud  reasirg Jeeautifal
In Anich wnd exnuisits and will be
a lasting pleaxnbe 1o the porchaser.
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