The New Zealand  Graphic fbr June 2,

1906

The Society Editer

By William Allen White

HEY sy that in the pew:paper
otfuws of the city men woerk in
ruts. and that the etirorial
wriler 3ever Teporia an i"em. ro
matter kow much he knows of it,

and that a reporter ia not allowel to
expre-s an editadia) view of a subjeet
even though he be well qualitied to
speak. But on our litth country daily
mewspaper it ia entirely different, We
work on the inferchangeable point sra-
tewm. Everr oms wril-s tems, all of aa
get adrertising and )nhu-ork when it
comes our way. ard wien one of ua
writes anyihing pertivetarly gcod. it is
mark-d for the editurial fage The re-
ligious Teporter <hees the racing wati-
prez ic Wildwoml Mark.and the dinazeial
editor. who #ela  the marked reports
from the fecd-4tors men. alse gots any
church news that womes alung.

The ondy tine we ever e<tabli-hel a
departmeat was when we made Mizs
Tarraher socizty editor. Yhe came from
the hixh school. where her graduating
ey on Kipling ativactad  cor atien-
tion. and afior an offics comeil had de-
cided that a Sawurdax “oeiery page
waukl be a paring proposition.

At first, say for six monshs after she
came to the ofice. Mizs Larrabee de-
woted herself 10 the acoymalation of pre-
feasiomal pride. This pride war as mich
a purt of her life as her pompadour.
which at that time was so high that she
had 10 tiptoe ta reach it. Howerver she
wanaged 10 keep it up was the wonder
of the office. Finally. we all apreed that
she most nee chickenfence. She donied
-this. but ahe was icclined lo be mood-
maturet abent it. ard az an office joke
the hovs used to I=ave a stop-ladder by
Ber d =k so that sie could climh vp and
.aee how her top-kuo! reaiiv loched. Pat
mothing muffled her spirivs. and we quit
teasing her and Wegan to adivice her
work. To addition o filling six enham
i fhe Saturda¥'s parer with her societ
Teport it a town whore a church =ncial
i important ennnal to iustify publish-
ing the names af ithose wia wait nn 1h2
Atabhes, Miss Larrabee was a credic to the
Baii

Fur =he was alwava imvilied to the

.entertainmenis at Tiw how = of tie sich
and the great wha had stationary wash-
Auls in the hasement- of their houses,
aml whi ate dinner imsicad of supper in
the evening. And when she put on what
the boxs called her trottic g hamess. her
_silk. pertisoats ru-tied Jouder tiran ary
_otier: at the partr. One Jdar ske sud-
Ldenly dropped Der poampactony and ap-
1’3 ared with her lair 1-.:11 o in tTve mid-
dle and doused ovsr et cars in loms.
andulating Lillw Na other girl in
town came within a quarier af an ineh
of Miss Larrales’~ dare. When streairht-
Troni< became <t lizh Larralees wasz
2 vertical marvel, aml when she rolled
up her slaeves and orsan a voustiry
“club, she referred 18 ler sheez as bonts
and touk the longest siews in town. But
-witk @t 2l sue was me omerr clothee
“bwrse. We drilled it fuio her head dur-
“ing her Grst twa weeka thar “=ochets™
Bews IR A COURLEY EnWh METE ROt Twere
- Iw the duisgs of the eut-elaze at. hut
-that it meanz the & of the Mapav
Hupners, the . Trund'eDisl ;
Rnizhta of Columlus, the TN
Sisters. the King's Dmozhiers, the Fp-
“worth Loamue. the Chrizvian Frleavaur-
era. the Wmuars Yie? Corp=. the
“Ladice Aid and the Hnme i
Socities, Mica Neluon's anc
the Switchmen aunnal lall
“their job-work—ard everr kindred. ~vere
tribe, excopt su-ty ms sather in what
krown as “hitchen aweats™ and necasion-
ally send in ealls For the polics. WWhen
Miss Tarmalee gat this iute her head
sbhe Bwan to sraan under bher burden,
and. at the end of the rear. thowrh vhe
had preat pride in b= profession. che
affeed to Taathe her depariment.

Wadling= wers Lor spacial nhomins-
tions, and mhen the firsr  rocial clovd
appwaret on {he horizen indieat’ne the
approsch of 3 vales of showere for the
bride which would culminates in 2 cloud-

-people were edging up on him.

burts at some stone church. Miss Larra-
bee would begin lo nunbl: like distant
thunder. and as the storm mes thivier,
she would flash eut ervokel chain-lizhc-
ninz imprecation: on the head- of youny
people, their {athers and mwthers aml
uncles and aumts. Ry the dar of tte
wedding she woukli be rolling a steady
diaprsem of polite, decclorieed. ¢#xpurga-
ted, ladrlike profanity.

When she sat at her desk writing the
stereotrped acrount of the event. it was
like picking op & live wire to speak to
her. A3 she wrote, we coula tell at just
what stase ahe had arrived in her enpy.
Thus i she said to the adpcenr atma-
sphere, “What a whopper!”™ wme koew
she had written. “Fhe vrowming clorg of
a hapor fortmight of sovial gatherings
found its place when = and when she
hissed out. “Morigaged char 10 the
eaves and full of instalmem furniture!™
we felt that she had reached a point
something like thiz: “Afer the cere-
mony ihe gay pany assembled at  the
palatial home.” In a moment she woulld
anarl: ~{ am dead lired of secing Mrs
Moyrinans sprawly old fern and  the
Boswerth palm. 1 wish they would stop
tending them!™ And then we realired
that ~he had reached the part of ber
writeup which said: “The charcel rail
was banked with a profusion of palms=
and ferns and rare tropical plantz” She
alwavs groaned whem she came to  the
“sijuple and impressive ringz teremeny.”
When she wrote. “Afier the benediction
the distinguished company cam~ forward
to offer the conzratuiations to the new-
Ir-waedded pair.” she wonld say as she
sharpeaed her pencil point: “There's Bo-
thing like a wodding te reveal what a
raft of common kin people bave™ And
we kmew it waz all over and she  wa=
elosing the article  with: *A Jdarrline
array of beantiful and costly  presents
were exhibited in the librars.™ for i¥en

‘she wonld pick up her copr. docrar the

sheets. and jab them on the hook aa she
sighwd: “Another oreat American pluJe
dl-h exhibit end=~d.”

In the way she did two things Miss
Larrabec excited 1he wonder and adueir-
ation of the office. One waz the nay she
Lept tabs om brides. W2 hxard threugh
her of the brides whe esabl ook, ami
of those who were Leginning lit- by ae
cumulating a brizht  litile |n|.
-cans ia the allex. Ao she knew
-bridea who ecouid dn ttoir own sewinz
and those wha cculd not. She had ihe
cingle mirl’s sniT at the bride wlio wore
her trotssean season after season. made
over and fixed up. and she gave the afien
the benclit of her opinion of tie hus

of 1in
tie

~ha
from

seented voung  marrisd treuables
afar. and we knew in the ofice whether
his folks were edwing up an ber. or ier

1 a
voung married wan daneed mare than
inioe M owe evening wilh any oRe huat
his wife. Misa Larmabee made faces at
hiz hack when be pazsed the ollive win-
dow, and if sha Fangnt a vounr marned
woman firting Mi«= Larrahee reraled us
by telling us with whom the woman in
auesiinn had opeiad ~a fresh can of mo-
tions ™

The ather oax in whizh Miss Tarrihes
displaved menivs Inr her work was in
d=s¢ribing women’s enstumes.  Thiree or
four times g vear. whon there are latg-
‘mocial gatherings. we print descriptions
of the womens gawns. Only three wo-
men i oour town have more thanm one
new parly deeas in a vear. and most of
the woneen make n party dresa last iwn
or three yeare, Mizs Tarralee was fami-
liar with every dress in town. She know
it made over. and N WonaR Was cunn-
ing ennuch lo conceal tha truth from
Aise Tarmabee with a spans’ad yobe a
ehiffon Fertha or 8 net avonlre-s. Vot
rhe xauld deacribe the mown net merslv
{wiee. hut hall a dozen time: =n that
the woman wating it might rend overe
Arzeription Lo her riel relatives Tack
Fast withont aronsing their suapician

that whe was wearieg  the same dress

year afier Therefore. whenever
~e Wrate up the dre~e= wary at a
pariy we were suve to s B ofrom Bity 1
a hemdned cxira papers  She could tura
& breast-pin and a homeaade point lace
hanjlerchiel tucked in the fromt of a
sooed old lady's best  black satin iote
~point- ke and diamonds.” that was al-
wavs god for a  duren evpies f  the
papor. and she pever overlooked the
dress of 1he wife of a good advertiser,
Bo matier how plain it might be.

She was worlh her wages 10 the oflie>
merely as a vompendium of shams. She
knew ~hather the bridal couple. whoe an-
counved that they would spend their
homermonn in the Fast, were really go-
ing 10 Niagara Falls or whether they
were moitgt 10 spend 3 week with his re-
lative= in Decatur. Diineds.  she Lrew
every wonmn iz town who bonght iwe
prizes for her whist pariy—on: {o give
i her friend should win the prize. and
another 10 give if the woman b hared
should »in. And with the diabolical eve
of & tiend she detected the wwman whiy
was wearing the dey-eleaned. ast-of
clothing of her sister in the vity. What
she saw the ofie knew. thouwzh with
the wizdom of a serpent. ~he hept her
conclusions our of the paper i they
woukd de any harm or hur apy  one's
feelings. No pretender ever dreamed
that ste waz not foolting Mizs Larmabes,
She was willing  to agree mos sym-
pathetically with  1he woman wire
sisted  that  the “common  people”
wonkint be interested in the h=t  of
mames a1 her parey. And the ealy place
where we syl AW Lamaber’s cdlaw
in print was in the insistent mis~pellinge
of the name of a2 woman wha made it
a mint 1o ridicule the pajer.

We kave had other girls arcund the
aftier <ince Miss Larrabee left. bat ther
dont secm 1o met the work dume with
any svstem. She was nod only industni-
ous, bur pracial. Friday momings.
when her work piled np. intead of fuss-
ing raund the offiee and chattering at
the telephone. she waonld dive into her
d=% and Lrive np her repmlar Fsroof
adjsetives.  These <he wouki cwpy on
three 2lipe. caverally dividirg tle Tist s
that ne one had a duplicate, and in the
tetnann cach of the boavs recebvid a
with a 1t of partices with in-
Strisetions A seatter the adieeld !

ives '
had given him th =h the daceunts of
1the parties

1o Lim—and the
work was dons. There wis me cceqatlel-
ing of ﬂn‘ lie-ad l'ur ~A AR for T heas-

NeaAr.

tifal.” ~~uperh” or “elegant.” M-z lar-
Tabes had debed nul 10 cach af u the
2 Neerary. aml, e ad-
w1y T tin LY ]
1he citine of elee oopa T e

du. s net bave ta wemewsd whether or
pot 1he refesshments were “deli- =" at
the Jdemes pariy when e =cos the word
in eonnection with the viands at e
Swith partr. No twe pariies wire ever
ebarant” the same week. No two evenis
harnm W fWwrr Magnen Were

X whe

wers
“enyni
waz as-joned the Y
T Mi-+ Tarralee w kit in front
of a Tt vy Woon a hoate-< or e
it fur an 1’ enteitainnent, Bt
b el v i erly An? with 3
list of thee present amd 1he a-lectives
thh rennte apperiaining. even a vew b
csuld et up a edumn in Talf an hoar
Fhe had an arsizt"s pride i the fini-hed
waork., however wmh she miulit diclite
the thing in makinr, and <he used o
sail down 10 The press roaan “on as
the pater wae out. and pick up the
paper from the fulder. e v 1V stand
reading Lier pags. line wpon '||ne nrecept

Uil Tk, ;l.. nel every wood  and
Ceallabls was familiar o her.
vear ahp Joimed e

n's Seats Tress (ul, bl che dis-
eovere] that e waa e ooy Teal
worler in the elyh and i never at-
{end - p ancand mecting. Slo 0T ne
1hat tonmane af the wamen wors whics
elarlinze and Tow sthoes and road their

3

own umpubliched shoft steries and sha
Teared they megarded ber w Je ool laer-
od shirtmabd amt melodrapatin vpen-
wark hosiery with suspici n and aarm

As e pears paseed amd wed
worlding sizzlead vider e e,
plaitind 10 B8 that she was i
be called “auntie™ in teo »
amd 1hat e stk of a
men who didnt wear  aheir

Fapdaer-
chicfs umder their onllera at e dames

had Awisdled Yown 1o taa. Tais seahity
fares every Il whe Iives in & cmry
1vwn. Then she is left with 1wy alter-
Ratives: Lo go visiting of 1o lezx'n bring-
inz (hem up by hand.

Mime larrabw wem
end of o onth <he v
with me. He iz 4 uke ool naa
a2 job deing “Live To Moy Fouwn®
here om the Nan.  Lave wmy jobh o ite
litiis Wheatly wirl an
writing poetry. and hike up her deess in
e buck. My adjeclives are in the |-f1-
hand rormer of the desk under When
Knighthood waz in Flower. vl du vou
suppowe you eould #e1 e and 11 prand
keeper of the records and seal: a pam
home for Christmaas if T'd do yvou a New
York letter some time?

*They say these ey pajers ars
tighe!”

PIMPLES
BLACKHEADS

visitirz. AT e
AU Al aner

heg

To treat Pimples and Blackheads,
Red, Rough, Oily Complexions,
gentl_\ smear the Tace with Cuti-
cura Ointment, the Great Skin
Cure, but do not rub. Wash off
the Ointment in five minutes with
Cuticura Soap and hot water, and
bathe freely for some minutes,
Repeat morning and evening. At
other times use Cuticura Scap for
batking the face as often as ajree-
able. Noother Skin Svap so pure,
50 sweet, so speemW rlfmnv .
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Dr. SHELDON'S

Digestive Tabules.

* DIGEST WHAT YOU EAT™




