enHured man of the city inio the glit-
taring templos of the greea clb—the
Jove of ¢chance and skill; a Gre in the
blood as old a8 the biosd that beary it
Amd bere was skilf, the unerring work
of mevves that kmewr no tremor, of eyes
traiped frem infaney to the piercing of
the dislance, and it was the common
Beritize of them all

At jast the commen shooting palled,
ami the markemen began makisg faney
matches; bere & shell turmed botiom
s0t herond the farthest mark, and there
a uilver coin hung on a swinging ard.
Warthy of praice each bhand that beld
sn antiquated gun; but firest, sureat,
steadient, were two mm whw worked
scuinst each other witiwout a passing
word—iwo men. one Young and for evey
smiling, the other older. dark of vizage,
at*rn; and, cloce behind them Both, a
silent yvouitd who rode a lank, browm
mare. .

Here wat where they took long
+hanres, A« ithe ecinpetition became
elower and closer, lhry watched with
eagey eves, pledzing their little all. and
ol Jast backing their favourites with the
Yongeared hound:, and even with the
Jong rifiea whose worm stoecks held here
ard there a decp. mysterious neteh,

Stakes were lost and won: the tnrkers,
same dead. baving served as targets and
some alive—the prizes for the faney shots
—were separated among the erowd,

The intereet was rising higher as a
man Ffrom out the eountry anzrily put
up a big. grrr mule to prove his marks-
menzhip, when suddenly there apprared
upen the shooting -round. that noasuzl
aizht—a woran.

“Slight and smeil. clad iz her shabhy
parmwernts, yet with uewenied digmity
whe came, The erowd swared open-
mouthed,

With z movement of her hand, she
swepl the slatted sunbonoet form her
hesdd, and #tood belore them—oid man
Claibonrn’a geotle danghter. She was
whiie to the lipa, and in ber face was
1ie lovk of a shot doe brousht to bay,
and peering throngh the sudden foried
ecvrage were the gaunt exes of d=spair—
} TR 1.0

Her body trembled with the shriaking
of her wmodest zozl.

~Gentlemin!™ she said—and ther
woice eaught as jf Ler throat were dry-—

“senilenin, 1 bker come here ter-day
ter dv somethin’ which e may ihink 1
nuchten't ter. Hit air an awful thisg
fer o woman ter come JRODY t‘:et men
Yike this, but ther’ air somstkin” trou-
Blin' me, an' T shorely thought xe-ail'd
he'p me see falr plsr"

The bearts of three men in the crowil
wtirred with tke -m!t]en import of im-
pending thengs.

“Ye afl know my pap”--she looked
Back with sudden fear. thourh she knew
Bim to be helpless with the liquor she
had been at such pains to secure and
'hide so openly—"ye kuow him. 2z’ when
T tell ve be hev given me till Sat'dy
week ter choose hetwesn two men in this
hyar crowd—two men I'd sooner die
than he jined to—who knoew hit. too,
an’ ¥it wont Jet me go—two men who
nlr ke best shofs in the slasklands—
an® when I 1ell ve pen hev =aid ae how
T might fx hit ter sunit mysel :4011 gen-
tleamin, vel see why T hev come!

With unconscious intuition of the
potency of appeal, she streiched out her
hands toward chew.

Ther were =low of wil, these men,
but the spdden iziusion of the drarzatic
elemment, =0 rare in their eventless lives,
yoused them instantly. as the oty nf
the rougar in the fcothills on meontizht
mights Toused every trail-louod in the
lnﬁhrs.

Her pale Lttle face, =0 full of the
horror of what she was doing. yet
braced with the rirepzih of one who
has burned his tll'lu"!‘!v quivered with
BILspence,

.ihere was a memeat’s tense dilenee,
then a man atepped forward aund laid his
hawl genily on her ehouldir,

~¥e want that they shoutd shoot it
off. Sue-Filiet” ha arked,

The girt looked into his face with ex-
eited eves.

sxhoot hit off. Bob-Jadk.” she said,
with dry lipa; ~shoot hit off—an’ if they
miss—if they miss, oh. Bob-Tack . thar'li
be a chanct fer me. an” 1 shall hold the
mark. Ye'll he'p me, gentlemint?

Quietly the ring siepped back, and
pushed to the fors the two men who
Bever missed,

The girl walked Jown the levek siretch,
post the bleacaed gray stakes.

Her limbe were trembling, and in her
@ars she could hear her own words. “a
whanct fer we® In to vhe fartheet limit
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of the Qistance, where sha stopped and
turned half round,

Ehe glanced back at ihe line where
stuod the two wien who held her destiny,
out aver the crowd, where for a fleeting
moment her eyes rected on a thind face.
Slow!y lifting her hand, she placed be-
tween her lips an eld silver dotlar, ita
narruw edge toward the marksmao.

There ro=+ & huzked murmur from the
gnlaermb

My Gawd!? :

1t was the jounger mam, the smile
gone irom his face.

He dropped the butd of bis rifle on the
ground. The elder une atood yeady, no
weakneis in hiy crafty eyes.

“Tum Dentoe. ye 1 shoot!” said Bab-
Jaek. -*ue-Lllie shell hev her chanmet.”

There was a movement in the crowd
ax another man. his face as While as
that poor little girl's onl there, puthed
quietly up hehind the oiber two.

Denloe lified hi: gun, lepped ta the
wark and drew & long, #till sight. The
Funlizht glinted coftiy on the wann
brown ofi the okl barrel. Evea the
saariing hound: were still.

The straim of a finger, & Razh of
Yight, a man peering. shaken, throuzh
ihe smoke; a vircle of bemling, intense
fares—and HueEllie standing namovsl
with the thim coin £till between her
Tipe,

“Denloe turned away.

" Unee snore the clearing luck. and a
man on the line.

Fthis time ilere was wa quiver of
nerves, Guict, self-poeceseedd, the moun-
taincer threw hineed on the gronnd,
and. resting bis mun o hix hand, slanced
along the barrel,

The pirl, waited. every ={

nx of her

heart frsteaed 1o that tiny piece of
" sitrer.

It was atmoit here—the “chanet.”
One second—anothey—— Ah! she coukd

feel it pow, the electric coming of that
bollet which would hit the mark—Take
Powers eonld not mi=<!

Qnee more the straining of a hand—
a flash—and just at ikae awful moment
¥ooEl'ie felt the relaxing of the inuscles

along her chir. . Had she dome it rizht?

Sue felt Titite rmsh of zir acrosa
her upper lip, and instantiy shnt her
teeth. =he was blind and pnmb, but the
dollar was still between her lip=.

e second. and then a  voiee that
tirilled her from hezd to foot, a voice
chaken and boars

wuteady, Hue-Flie!

Ouce more—oh, could she staud there
again. with the cnnlight coming faiotly
tbronrh 1he darkness, and wait for the
siog uf that bullet?

This was more terrivie tham bLoth the
others, when she had wailed for that
which was worse than death—this,
which was the fullilment of life! She
prayed silently for =trength to bhelp ber.
fhe koew diezily that ibe man she Joved
with all her soul was looking along that
shining length of steel, with her life aml
his own held in the points of biz bar-
rowed eyes.

sSteady. he had =ail.
whe would win mow if »be never
moved again. Unce more the eleetric

mowent—once wore tae straining hand.
Ob, if bhe coudd only hwrry! There was
a la=t flazh, a Fhox’k a ring of moetzl on
metal—and, with the aniumm landscape
circling round her, Sue- Ellie leaned fors
ward iato the arms that gothered her

u‘ -
~Uh, Brit—Bril!" she sail.

P ———————
—— e —

Fell us oot our Gaye are nanbered:
Thag outliuz en this carth c3s save
C=—by eonghs aed coids escumbered.,
¥irmggiiug for mastsry o'vr the grave,
To the resrge ¢omes nidagated.

Life's pataced. stroog and pure,
€erikliz heme the troeh (hat's vaunted
Of the Wods Great Feppermint Cure.

Cﬂ)l!‘LETEI.Y CTRED AYTER XINE-
' TEEN YEARR

Afier  nineteen years =uffering from
rheumarism, BMET MO vreught relict to Mr
Chas. Dowsctf, the well kpown chimoey
swesp of 34, Murpby-st., Wellingtew. Bead
what My Lowseit writles:—*1 thank you
scty maoch for the o of RUEUMO.
bave need pearly everrthing in exleence
for rheunritlcs. hut foowd no relief ¢iF 1
need your RIIEUMO, After afnetesu yrars
sulferiop It I & great comfort to he free
from pain.” Give RHEITMGQ a fair trial, and
1t will core you. just a3 It cured XMr Dow-
elt. Tour grocer or homint selly !t at 2.4
and 4,4 n botile,

1506 53

NETTOYAGE A SEC
(The above filastration ropitstals & patt of our Appliances for Frepceh Dry Cieaning #
Ladtices can mow have their mast elaborste Coatnmes. Farcy Dresses. Cenes, Mlouses. Furd,

md Roan dmze by this Mo part of e !iniogs,
retisved : the goode are mol shitmk or altered
and the -a deiicate coloars arc mot isjured,

Geutlemen's Dress Clolhes and Summer Sulis are made eqnal Lo new by this procesa

thimfaings. of ofpatneAls Need b
m shape; the lustre aod Grish are presctved
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