Haifbreadth-Escapes in -a Wild

ANGER aad death sre always

& preseat af each public perform-
':‘ nod private rehearsal of a wild
smimsl show, for the appareat

- floctlity secured by traininz i
only a veneer, and the wild, ferce ey

ture of these beasts i3 likely to break
out at any time. The tinsel and out-
ward glitter simply cover a life of in-
ceazant labour, constant danger and
hairbreadil escapes knowsn only  to
those who are or can see behind the
BCLBER, )

tiome time ago T determined to tive
fur a while ia A apimal show. After
1 had beea ihere a ahort time two
things impresped Lhemselves siongly
upon me. Ome waa the larze number of
marrow escapes from deaih about which

the publie wever hears, and the cther -

was that I, although onir a visiter to
the show. was still in considerable dan-
ger from the animals.

This last was brought bome to me in
& way I am not likely to forget. Onre
of the trainers, = quizt maa. who pos-
«essed marvellous nerve wad courage,
the only man in the wirld who bhas ap-
peared in  publie  with lwenip-seven
lions. had ngreed to brieg three of them
into the arena for the purpoae of show-
ing we how they bad been taughi to
dv their tricks. 1 was sitting om a
high stoel clase 1o the arens ia front,
aud bhad waiched two of the lions eome
in from the back, when -ihe traimer,
who was ioside with the animals, came
quieily toward me and begged me not
to speak or move. I was a trifle
possied, but st thiz moment 1 became
ronacious that something waa coming
toward me on my tighé, and inatinct-~
ively I guessed what it was. .

I kept stil}, but turned my eves rlow-
1y. and there, quife close to me. was »
Big tawnay lion! iz month was partly
open Akd he was coming forwari slow-
Iy aod quietly.. 1 cannot deseribe my
sensalions, becanse I think. I really
bado't any. I eniy knew that when he
reached me aad calmly stopped to
mmell my dress hiz head seemed 85
Jarge as a mountain, and all my flesh
felt as though tarmed to ice, He lifted
his kuge head, looked at me cazuaily—
white I looked back a2 in & dream—
smeiied my dress again, and walked
guicily away-

The trainer bad hurried out amd fol-
lowed him closely, and with a sharp
command and a flick of the whip sent
the king of beaatz prompély into a cage
which had been opened to receive him.
The whole affair was over in less than
two minutes, I en= told that my
escape was due eplireiv to my keepiny
o still, and that { wns very brave; it
was brayery. however, hit simply &
aumboess  which overpowered me. |

At ansther time, while visiting the
training school, T was actually seized
by a grizdy bear. The training school
was in % ¥ery strong shed communicat-
iog with the cages by a passage-way.
Ome side of the achool was divided off
by irom bars which reached from: the
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eciling to the ground. leaviog a passage
through to the exercising tGeld beyonib
1 had been watching with great in-
terest two bears being taught to stand
on 8 barrel together, and to reil it. It
was a difflcult task, and took time and
patience, but the little bears did Cheir
best, while an enormons grizzly sat in
a corner sucking his pawa and bummisg
contentedly to himself. 1 was so ter
ested in the little fellows that I weut
over to ihe bars o watch them.

Suddenly the trainer, with a shout first
at me and then at the grierty, dashed
towards u3. At the same ipstant 1 felt
& hard. tight grip at my koees, and o
réalised that the grizly was trying to
drag me into the cage. I 2eized the bars
with both hands, and when. after what
seemed an eternity, tke {rainer reached
us, I felt the terrible clutch loosen. and
the great beast was driven back 1o his
oraer,

Perbaps the most dangercus Lhing L
@did in the show was to go ioto the runm-
way with the lion-irainer. This runwav
is the passage-weay for the animals frow
Abeir cages to the arena, It is eloczed
with an iron fate, and at intervals
there are little wooden door: across it.
Bhould an agimal get inta the runway,

.the irainer closes one of these doora—if

he is quitk encagh—and althongh the
smail wooden partition is but a frail
protection azainst an infuriated wild
beast, still it gains time and often saves
a life,

When we entered the runway, and the
grest irom mate clanged behind us, §
realised that our =olc means of exit had
been closed, and that ocly the thin

. wooden doors of the cages separated us

from their wild occupanta. Aost of the
animals seemed to be aslecp at Rrsi. but
when we were Iairly in we heard ihe
sonnd of sofi feotsteps and sniflings aml
sciatehings at- the éage door. As I
passed one door it lurched toward me
alarniingly. The trainer with a sbarp
order gave the door a rap with Lhe
heavy, loaded end of his whip. which
caused ir to return to its place with a
snap, while a savage gronl came from
the animal Lehind it.

By this time nearly aft the animals
wwere arpusad. and there were sound= of

_leaping and resiless footsteps, with von-

tinued sniffinz. The trainer showed me
the little wooden deors, shut one. and
then. with a swift, dexterous wrench,
took it off its hinges, and prescated it
toward me az a shieid.

On one side of each door was a woodon
handle. as otherwise a trainer's hands
could he torm away at the fir-t tewch.
The sound of the removal of the door
roused the animals to the highest piteh
of excitement. The traioer spoke in a
pesenptory manner, catmly refixed the
door, and we went to the end of the run-
way. On eur vetuin the movements
orew wilder aud wilder, and as } passed
cach door it seemed as though the ani-
meal inside it were throwing Thimself
against it. Just as we weant throngh the
Big iron gateway there was the crazh of
breaking wood, and one of the lions
leaped into the runway! The tiainer
gave we a gonlle push into safety, leck-
ed the gate, and went back to meet the
animal face to face, The lion stowl
with gleaming eyes, his tail extended
hehind him—always & bad sign—but
there was Lhe track of a whip. the report
of & pistol, and when the smoke cleared
away the Jion was again in his cage, and
the trainer was Smiling a3 he aailed up
the door - :

FPhotographing the animal: almost rés
sulied in aceidents several times. “Tuk-
ing the animals® pictures™ sounds easy,
and [ thoughit that tbey would be com-
peiled to take their positions, and when »
in good poses the photographer would
presa the bulb of his camers and the
thing would be done. I al10 thonght {hkat
im puno moraing we sbhould get through

- P

. a

with the whole matter. lnstveach. at the
end of a week spent in bard work. we
had just eizht photographs, laken at
the cost of infinite time. troulde and
patience, and of these eight three were
useless.

It was decided that the firsi trial
should be 3 group of five lions wnd their
trainer—a woman. Troubie began early,
for the lions refused to come jnto the
arena. Trying to rouse them the trainer
touched oke lion lightly with the whip.
He struck at the whip gently with his
paw a3 though to put it out of his way,
his elaws caught in the light dress, and
nearly all the back and sides were torn
to shred-. This necessitated & posipoue-
ment tmtil the dress could be pinned up.
but when this was dome the five lionx
were on their pedestals and everythivg
was ready. A long whip held by a
trainer cutside the arena hung over each
tawny head; the trainer tock her po-
sitiom in front. aud the signal was about
1o be given when it was noticed that the
big lion was going to investizate with
his finge paw a new bkow on his trainet’s
head. There was immicent danger to
the woman, for lions do not touch any-
ibing lightiv. His paw was a'ready cut
when he got a smart flick en his nose
fromm the whip pearvest him. Now, as it
happened, this lion was wsnally Loached
with the whip only when he refused to
get down from his pedestal when the
performance was over, and on’y rarely at
ihat. because it ruftled his temper. In
this case it had the desired edect—it
diverted his attention—but be unforiu-
nately teok ik as his cue to get dvwn,
and 560 came to the ground with a heavy
thump. prompt!y foilowed by all the
others, In viin the trainer ecaxed and
commanded, The lions evidently thonght
ileir performance was over. and zbsa-
lntely refused to do anything more. o
the trainer bhad to postpove the photo-
graphing to another day.
PHOTOGRAPHING  WILD ANIMALS

1% XNOT AN EASY TASK.

The same group was tried the next
day. and agair the next.  The secomt
day the flashlizht so frightened the lions
that they spraug off their pedestals and
rushed around the arcna rocring territi-
cally. wud their excitement. ewnmuni-
ating to the other animatis, caused such
restiessness that all pbotegrapiiing had
ta be put off umil the following day.
The third day a picture was taken just
when the bip lion was evidently medi-
tatingy another iovestigatica of lhis
traiver’s headyear.

It was then decided to  photocraph
some of the quist aniwals, The yak aml
tke camels appeared inditfferent to the
whaole matter. asd their  phatographs
were easily takew, but one of the three
elephants made lots of tromble. He
manifested the mest inicnse curiosity

Animal Show

abnat the camera. and wanied (o exnms
ine it with his trunk, Fariher and (ar
ther and iarther back the pliotographes
ther back the photuyrapher drew hig
vamera, but cach time the elephant ad.
vaneed and so pot out Lhe whole group.
Finelly he was given a small tattle—
one af his tricks was to drink from g
Lottie—and the photoaraph was taken.

Then we atl went ruund 1o 1he Hamasg,
Their curiozity made i1 ¢as¥ 10 get their
attention. butl just wheu altl was ready
two uf thew made vp Their minds that
the photographing ey was an un-
friendiy oue, and opencd hostilities by
spitting at us. Al drew off hastily. and
while the necessary prucess of clransing
was guing of the camern was jurpotien.
The biz clephant. however, was still in-
terested in the apparatus, and walking
up 1o it tried to puk it up and sent it
ceashing to the ground. 'L'bis added to
the general confusiot, aml in the midst
of it atl & veice {rom the maliers ao-
nounceil that the babocn bad esecaped.
After a hot chase the big ape was eaught
and order wis restored.

The motley group, van-isting of lions,
tiger<. boar-bounds, etc. gire infinite
trouble. As soon as same of (he animals
were placed athers got down {rom their

positions. and the first time the tlash-
Light was used ihere wns o real pande-
morium. Two farge tigers and the polar

bears al:0 gave ju-f as much trouble as
they puszibiy could. The figers would
not stay in their places, the polar bears
would fight, and the lime, pitience and
trouble involved can be appreciated only
by those who bLave aciually witnessed
such scones.

WHEN THE SIGHY QF ~BLOGDM

INFURIATED LIMNE.

Shortly after my arrival at the show
five lions apd two ligeTs wers added,
and immuediately every Lon and sigex in
the place got “ugly.”

-Then bezan a period of trials and si-
capes for mll. The new apiinals wers
very wild, the lions especiaily. aod it
was decided that, dungeruits as if was,
they shoulkl be turned into Lhe arena kfor
exercise. VWhile waiting for the entrance
of the new animala 1 saw s man go o
an jren door ou one side of {be arena,
apen it. put a pil inzide the arena, and
elose it again. .

The runway doors swung open, thers
was zn insidnt’s silence; and thes the
five liwons rushed in with such a whirl
that I instiectiveiy sprang backward. L
have never seem such frantic beasts, ox,
with mouths open and eyes atlame with
rage apd terror, they charged the high,
sirong bars of the arena, making tha
whule builiing quiver with the impact.
Back and forth they mocd. their one
thought to get out and sway, while the
traiuners stood outside the arena spesk-
i gentiy to them,

Eudidenly one lion finpad  over the
little pait: it rolled down the sloping
foor, making & noize which added to the
fright of the already territied apiaials,
As they rushed around, the pail was
rotied from place fo place, and when &
thin streara of red was secu wn the foox
the trainers became upnvious.

Eff¢rts were made to met the lions

out  before others were woundod,
but the entrance to the runway,
was  dark, and they were afrad.
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