na

Tiwe after time they were driven up
with pules, only tu turn willly back. Neo
anab lured yenture into the arepa; it
would hive been abrohite suicide. Fin-
aliy the aniimals were decoyed ta ths
entrame with beef, and as blank ecart.
ridges were tired 1hey bounded through
in a paroxy-m of terror, and the great
doors clangeld behind thewm. One of the
tyainers ther went to examine the pail
Ada bLe put lis hand to the lock of the
dour he gave a oy that brought every
wue to him,

“Hoys,” he snid gravely, “we've had
abotil as narrow an escapwe as we'll ever

have. This duor wasu't loched, It was
Jurt latehel™
*Chere wax dead silence, The latch

niiplit easily have opened at one of the
many lurthes, and we ali should have
Pecn torm 1o pieces by the frantie anpi-
mals.

The trainer went forward and picked
up the il Then he burst into a hearty
Jaugh—for in this place Jdanger is for-
potten as soon us it is aver. The Jittle
god stream was painl, not blood!

TWENTY-SEVEN LIONS . IX A

DESPERATE  FIGHT,

The trainer of the twenty-seven lions
bad been ohligel to stop his performan-
ven owing to the “ugliness™” of the ani-
malx over the new arrivals, but after
Bume days T decided to rehearse them.
He had consideralle trouble in getting
the lions out, and when the first one
tinally appeared it was not in the slow,
stately manner in which he nsoally én-
tered, but in a guick, restles< way. which
ghowed he was stilt in  am  exvitable

state, 1lle was followed by seventeen
others, all in the same nerveus con- .
dition.

tnstrad of getting on the pedestals in
iheir usual way, the lions, with one ex-
~ceplion, biegan to »nill at the corners of
the wrena where the newcomers  had
been exercising,  Lheir fierce matures
were excited by jealousy, and it soomn
culminated in rage and passion, so that
when one Jion presumed to go over to a
carner awd follow up the enitliing of
another, the latter turned upon iw and
bit bim savagely. The other promptiy
retaliated, ang in the twinkling of na
eye they were tighting liercely. The tew-
per of the eiliers lashed up like gunpows
der, sl almost in-tantly sevenleen
lions wete enzaged in a wild, free fight.
The one biy fellow whe had climbed on
his prdestal when he entered stiil sat
4here, und at this moment the remaining
pine Jions appearsl in the arena, fol-
lowed Ly thieir trainer, The auinals
rushed farwaid inte the Zattle: the big
Tion, with an ugly snarl, leaped from his
podeatal duto the thivk of the iray. and
in ‘un instant twenty-seven full-grawu
livns werd fighting wilh teeth and claws,
thiir gimanlic muscular =trength mng-
miented by rage. passion and jealuasy.
Aud in the midst of it all atood one
wan,  calm  self-posgessald, but with
every nerve and muscle at their highest
tensiun, for Le lew better than anyone
clxe that his life hung in the balance.
The trainer vainly tried te regain an-
thority over the fightirg beasts, The
Liuna were no louger the puppets of a
shuw. but were now the monarchs of the
furest, will and ~avagze. Seeing lis power
gone, the mun did his best 1o save his
owh life. e succeednl in getting out,
thanks to his wonderful nerve—for he
had o junp over the backs of the fight-
jhg animals—but in deing 50 he received
& decp wouwd in the shoulder, There
wus nothing 1o Jdo but to let them “fight
it out,” which they did. For two hours
that awfui battle 1. mml when the
Tunrs were exlansted the trainer. wound-
mboas he wax, went in atul dreve them 1o
s Rame of the lions were
v oinjured. et thiey had tought
themselves vut, and the uext week they
went through theic  perforianiees  as
mildly ux Kivtens, -
ONE 0 THE MOST THRILLING
HAIRBREATIE  EXCAIES,
‘Another hairbreadih escape aceurred
when the woman trainer of the five
hons secured permission to perferm be-
fare 1he motley proup did insteagd of af-
terwird,  Somehow 1he trainer of ihe
mintley mroup was not notitied of the
change. nud at the signad proceeded to
get Nis animwals into the runway, The
wuman trainet wna  duing  the same
thing, and the first that cither knew ot
it was when both lota of animals met.
‘Thia was  about the most dangerous
thing that conld happen, ¥t takes ani-
Fuals a lang time to get accustomed to
each oiley, and none of thes¢ annnala

.~
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had met before. Fearless as were bolh
trainers, they told me later Lhai it was
ihe greatest nerve strain they had ever
had. They eould mot get in front of
their animaie because it was not their
custom te do so, and to meet animals
1likri[ntf enaido alittz be OdE ETAETE
accistomrd to another trainer woukl
have been the signal for instant sttack.
Suddenly the truiner of the motley
group fired four blank shets, and there
was a rush of men to the runway, four
shots being the signal that a trainer is
jn deadly peril.

The audiense heard the shots but were
not frightened, as they were tald it was
a rignal for the men, and the band was
ordered to pay.

Meanwlile the trainer of the iwenty-
seven jiong, with another brawe man,
went boldly inte the merrow ruaway,
aud risked their lives by climbing over
the animals until they got betwern the
two groups. Shot after shot was fieed,
and the two lots of aninals driven
backward in opporite directiones, The ut-
most eonfusion prevailed, but had the
brutes been given a moment to think
there would have been a terrible fight,
in which all the trainers would have been
tern to picces, .

All were finaliy ecaged except a lion. a
‘bear, the boarhounds and a hyena. The
lion attacked his keeper, the woman,
tearing ber arm badly: the boarhounds
bit the bear, who retaliated savagely,
and the hyema, a vivious beast, erept
Lehind his keeper and bit him severely
in 1the leg. At the peril of their Jives
the trainers finally suwikdaed the lion,
the Dbear trotted Dbaek himeself, tle
hyena, whose blood was up. was whip-
ped back step by step, and the boar-
hounda crept out of that runway look-
ing aa if they were at their last pasp.

A GIRL TRAINERR ENCUOUNTER
WITH A LEQPARD.

A pretty girl traiver once had a npar-
row escape, while a great madience sat
quietly, never dreaming that only a Tow
Bboard partition separated them from one
of the fiereest leopards in the show.
The girl had just begun her earcer. She
hald passed the stage of fear, but had
not yet acquired the knowledge that one
walks with death every secomd where
wild animals are concerned, One night
after her performance one of her four
leopards slipped wupstairs unobserved.
The ¥oung trainer went to her room,
anl as the show was still going on she
Wid not light the gas, as there was sufs
fivient light coming in over the low
vall,  When undressed szhe stooped to
pick up some cdothes, and touched a
furry body. Thinking it wa=s the lion-
trainer’s pet eat she began to siroke it
zently, When her hand did not come tn
the end of the cat’s back she zuddenly
rralised 1hat slee was stroking a Jeupard,
possibly a strange one, and at that mo-
ment the great Liead turned and iwe
sleaming exves stared ivio her awn. dbe
horror and danger af {he sitaation came
home (o the girl.  She dared not eall
out. and in a ilash =he knew that her
only chance was to keep quiet and 1e-
main perfectly calm,

Siduiet, Kitty. quiet” she sail gentlr,
heping it might be her favourite leopard.
Tt was not. but it was one of her vwn
leopards, and her veive did not alarm
Lim,  Kuowing ber alvantage if she
could see him properly. she backe:l to the
wall and lighted the gas befure the leop-
ard roused himself,  The preat benst
merely turned over and stared sleepily
at the flickering light. The trainer had
her whip and piatel in baml now, and
stoml waiting for him to attack her, or,
far worse, to leap over Lhe low partition
into the audience.

At this mement a man™ footsteps were
heard inthe passage-way. and at the un-
famiifar sound the leopard. with a light
s<pring. turned and crowched for atiack,
The woman called gently to him, and
the man outside wnder-tocd, Ile said
cahaly that tha people were nrearly all
out, and if she could keey the amimal
quict a few mements longer it would be
ail right, and he went on,

For ten minules the young trainer
stayed alone with the leopard, and then
ihe footsteps of many trainers were
heard, 'The leapard evidently knew what
wng coming, and with & bound he was
over the partition and im the midst of
themw.  Blank cartridges were fired, and
he was directed dawnstairs and jnto the
rimway after a vast deal of troubbe.
Unce there he refused to enler his cape,
and the young trainer had to come down
and force him in, recviving & scvere
seralel in duing se, .

A MAXN TARFS REFUGE IN A
LION'S CAGE.

A pewcomer 1o Lhe show vnee had an
expericnce thal nearly cost him his rea-
son. Ile had been warned never to enter
thke runway clene, but one day he did
20 while the apimals were being exer-
cised im the arena. He had reached the
end and turned xround when be heard
the animals coening back. "anie-stricken
he flew into one of the open cnges, clos-
ing the wouden door and holding on to
it for dear life.

Meanwhile the lion-trainer was vexed
io find {hat duor closed, 1t was meces-
sary to drive the lion berond his cage,
which meunt that he would probably go
beromd it another time and cause annoy-
ance, if not actual danger. When the
man inside the cage, frantie with terror,
begzed the trainer to save bim, the
trainer understood. He shouted that he
would drive the lion to the end of the
runway, and then the man should xlip
out aud run for his life, while the trainer
would do his best (o keep the Hon back.
This waa done with difticuity, for the
lion wax puxzled and wanted to get into
his cage. Finaily if was aevomplished,
and the trainer shouted to the man to
he guick. But the fellow had lost his
nevve, and when he opencd the dloor aust
saw the Fon comparatively close he
promptly went back.

This was hard on the trainer, for the
lion was begioning ticrcely to resent
being kept in the corner of the runway.
To make matters worse the men in the
arena, thinking the first lot of animals
must mow surely be in, torned others
into the runway, and the trainer had
the sensation cof knewing that, in ad-
ditien to the »rouged liop in front of
Lini, three others were at his back.

There was only one way omt of
Shouting to the wen 10 cpen the pates,
be called to the imprisosed man to keep
bis door closed. With & sharp crack of-
his whip he ordered the other animals
to return, and with his back to the aidg.
of the runway managed by a drexterous
turn  of Lis whip to hit on the Nank the
tion he had been fighting, With a wild
bound the licn flew past, and then the
trainer, baving them all ip front of him,
drove tlem havk into the arena. When
the animals were =afely in, he returued
with otliers anid released the man, whors
they fuund lLuddled in the cage, nearly,’
imsane with fear.

BOTH MAN AND TIGER RUN "l
FROM EACL UTUHER. -4

A funny incident, which might have .
been a fatality, accurred when one of the
metr waus sont to waeh gul the grena.
As it happened, two new tigers were io
be turned in to Le exercised. As the
man got just inside the little door of the
arend, & tiger walked in from the back,
For a second nman and tiger gared at each
ather, hoth about equally surprised.
Then the man dropped his pail with a
erash and darted for the door in terror. .
Almost simulianeously the tiger, scared
at the noize, slarted, turned tail, and
ttazhed away. This was & narrow eseape,
ond might have ended fatally.

———— ey

No chewist, whe zonght o past ages,
The phantom Dhilysopher's Stone,

Mna handed down that which arsnapges
The (hroat-tropble alwiws »sa  prone,
Tl Woods, after thirty years” trial,
In tsets roth exhaustive and sare
Trseovered o charm to defy all— -/
Woeods™ Grent Peppermint uwre,

64. per Tablet,

™= BEST SOAP rox BABY

WRIGHT’S
COALTAR SOAP

IT IS DELIGITFUL IN USE :
IT IS ABSOLUTELY PURE.
* IT PROTECTS FROM ALL INFECTION.
Box of 3 Tablets 1s. 6d.

SLErr Now

Jolima Fluor Croarnl owes ils onigne
gualilies to the marvellous tonic, cleansing,
Tealiug, and softeuing virtues coutsined m
Icilma Maturel Water.

Icilma Fluor Cresm suppresses 1he
use of powder, aud is the ouly cream that
lﬁcl_ps to prevent the growih of superfivous
air.

Iciima Fluor Creain conlding so
gremse por mebdllic salte, bul makes the
skin, soft, frest, and transpareut, so that
the blue veins show clear in & rose pearl
setting,

Iellme Fluor Croam is iovaluadle
for faded complexioes, ¢old winds, chaps,
sumborn, blotches, ronghoess, redness, and
molquity or goat bited. Acts imwmediniely,
Delicious’y scented.

Do not forget that Iellma Natural
Watepr is a necersity n ove home, and
that Jollma Soap 3sa revslation of what
» cowplexion and Medicinal 5oap can be,

IGILHA G0, Lid., London,

The Lancet writes :—*“ Lime Juice is, parlicularly during the
summer, a far more wholesome drink than any form of alcohol,”

** Moniserrat " is oblained solel

from the celebruted

Lime Juice Plantations in the [sland of Montssrmat
To oMain Lba gewnine, specify " MONTSERRAT.™
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