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At the weekly practiee of the Devon-
port Pre-heterinn Clincel choie last
tlay evening Me LR Bennett, the elijr
master. was rexented by the members
of the choir with o silver-mounied
BLaton as= a small token of the goodwill
existing belweon the clnir an.l their
}nlnflp(ﬂ !

]

.ot Knowles,
er. who i now

the English enteriain.
touring  New  Zealand
afler Australin. opened at Invereargill
on the sth. He is a2 monelogue entey-
tainer. who vkes oot his performanee
with the widl of a cinematograph, and

has some really good congs. He is dus
in Aucklund eamiy in May.
P

The well-known sorg, “Her  Golden
Hair Was Manging Down Iler Back™
wis compeand for the Jate Mol B Npmr
by Alr. Leslie Hurris, whoe will shortly
tour New Zealand under the mansge-

ment of Mr. Allan Familton.
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Tlhie Miza Noruh Long whoo aceomlin
to the cables last week, hos had o e
10l defmi in London s a Wellinglon g
with wn exeeptionally swect nezro-su-
prann yoic I liecard her some tiine aro
Al a Parlinnientaey sovial, and was noiel
tirueic with her volee, which, however,
wanted a poed deal of training. It has
evidentiy Tad at, amd the resudt is most
pratifying o her muny rrieds and ad-
mirers,
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Mr Stephen Phillips' Arvagedy, “Paolo
ari Franvescd,” is heing translated into
Japanese, and will be producel at To-
in e sprivg. The adaptetion s
N-arur mstda by M Shoyo, the lender of
The new theatrieal overent in Japan,
where “Othello™  and  other  Shale-
rpéarian pluys have already been nnﬂm-
Blastionlly re'ull\ﬂ]
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“Sinbad the Mgilor,” the pantumime
which had simeh a big run in Anstralia,
is being bronght t Maoriland by Mr.
Andersron, 11U will open at Tmnedin o
April 14 and then work North, Amongst
the principeh will e: Fred, @raham,
Haurry Yueady, Lennon, Hyman and len.
nan, Moerris and Wilson, Power Hros,

tieorge  Dean. Walter  Rivers,  Fred.
Wentwarth  Marie  Campbell. Maogpie

Celin  Mavis, Lizelte Parks,
und Ivy Seott,  Besides the pantoniime,
the ecompany will proadoce “]-u]:lhl de-
dee™ angd lloity Teity?

R

I'hornton,

An iniguitous “deadhead™ Lns recently
> Been branght to buok in Patis, | He is
the weeretnry of o theatre, snd wrote
for twe Iree seals’ for the Opera

Cominue, & rrquest which was Irunedi-

TS

aiely grapted, The revipient, however,
sald the twao stalls, worth 8/ apiece,
for 12/ ta a tolacconist, who let a cus-
tomier have them for 7/ each. The
Upera Comique prosecited and elaimed
£200 (damay but the Court ordered
the defingnents to pay £2 compensas
tion jointly,

-

SMrongfort, the latest specimen of
Hereulsan man, has a name that sHgE-
pesty the ontente enrdiale, thungh it is
F'lil.I!P is & German, Me h.u,' been
sevuted by Mr. Frank €Henister for the
Loniun Pavilion, the seene of Nandow's
st trinmphs. We are to'd by tha
“kra” that Natnre las  emlowed Lim
with the strenpth of [Mereules and ths
beanty of Apolln, and that the Rerlin
Avt Gallery possesses his marhle statue,
mudelled and erected at the request of
the Gemman Government. | He lifts a
dunib-hell weighing 312ih with one haned
ahove his hesul at arm’s length—a greas
feat.

I I,

“ e redret to notice in tle Intest Tne-
lish papers the death of AMr., Hermmn
Marivale, e well-kuown  pavwright,
~moof the lute Merman Merivale, Ln-
der-mecretary of State for India and the
Colonies, and nephew of tihe late Dean
Merivale. of iy Cnthedral. Mr. Meri-
vale passed a brilliant youth at Harrow
and tl\lnm Puxszing thence with a fine
recerd in henours, lu- was cajled to the
Bar; but a longing for literature anc
the stage =eiged hint, and he rlevoted
all his spare time thereto. M. Merivale,
who formad deep friendships with the
Keans, Irving, and Mizs Terry, finally
abundoned politics, and settled down en-
tively to literature,  Among his lest-
known plays are *The White Pilgrim,™
“Ravenswood,” produced by the late Sv
Heory Irving at the Layeenm Theat
Sleclura,” produceed at the Havmari-*
“Forgetame-not,”® which haz bern played
i every eorper of the glele, and. in
company with his talented wife, ~The
Butler and the Don praoduced by Mr,
Toole, In laiter years, the loss of all
his money, throogh & frawdulent solici-
tor, greatly Lroke Mr. Mervivale's health,
aad he died a brokew-hearted man,
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Mrs Beerbolim Tree is, cone lesrns
from the Fuglish Press, an earnest stu-
dent of Turitt Reform. and at the recent
gereral eleetions pleaded the uneureess-
1w eit=e of the Unionist candidate in
Bevmondsey, spe. at m nus and

vllvassing (e eonstiluency  with in-
domttable ene The exprerience which
1he -charming actress et with has a

1ing of wholesome sentiment, The laly
who was with her went into a <hop in
the Ol Went-road and said, “Herve is
Murs Beerbolan Tree come to azk if ynn
will vote for Mr Cust.,” “No, 1T wou',”
the wan veplied; {hen suddenly he look-
ed at Mrs Tree and maid: “What did
rou sAY your name was? “Mrs Tree,”
answered the actress, - “And does Mr
Tree want s to vole fur Mr Cust?? lLe
inquired.  ®ha assured him that Mr
‘Free had sent her down to cunvass for
that reason, “Then [ will vote for Mr
Cust,”” said the mun.
palr of houls Mr Tree wore in “Captain
Hwift.”  Those were my prosperous
duys, when 1 lived in 4lie Huymarket:
but though I have come down in the
worlie T shiall always be ready to do
what My Tree a of e
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Carl Tlertz. perhaps the most popular
econjurer who ever vicited New Zealund,
and who i coming unt again hhnrtlv,
haw st many  adventures of varying
kinds during hin long eareer &g & magi-
ciun. bul never a more exeiting wtage rx.
perience than bappenel to hitm recenlly
at the Scaly Theatre, Copenbagen. 1dur-
ing his mmjuring perfornance, e ine
ebrigted orcupunt of the stalls kept on
creating o disturbanes, and though re-
querted to desist several times, paiil no
attestion, Jater, in wnswer to M
Uertz's invitation to any memher of the

Y1 matle the firss -

aulience to eome upon the stage to as-
sist bim in one of bis tricks, the inebri-

ated one made an attempt to come up, -
but was su mch under the infuence of
tiguar that he fell, and rolled jnto the
stulls.  The awmlience tvok the incllent
in a jocular spivit, hut the xhonis ol
laughter <o exasperated the man that
he pulled out a lowded revolver. and
levelled it puint-blank at Mr. Hertz.-
Furtunately for that gentleman, a lxdy
iu the stalls, with great presence of
mind, jumped up and secured the re-.
volver, her prompt action evoking loud
appluuse, The abjectionuhble person was
then foreibly removed from the theatre,

L

Mr Geralld Coventry, the "latest and
greatest”  of AMr J, O Williamson's
nayers, has already given cha-
pract of his strenuousness
and thuroughnes<. He took over the re-
hearsals of “Yeronique™ by the Gilbert
and Sullivin Company at the Alelfourne
Princes=, and for three weeks he bent
is whole euevgy all day lomg to per-

ferting privcipals aimd chorns, Not con-
tent with this laying Jdown a  selid

foundation of suceess, he travelled over
to Tasmania with the company in or-
tder to put the finishing touches wpon
the production, which My Williamson in-
trnds to wake one of the chisf atirae-
tions of tle New Zealand tour. Mr
Coveniry spraks in high praise of the
work of tie company iu the apera, and
s eonvineed that they will tender up
an exeellent aceount of themselves in
Messazer's dointy opera.  He returns
1o “viney 1o put the firal polish  on
“The Little Michus,” in which he has
alveady vowched the Roval Comice Opera |
lump..n\. who will prodice it when
“The Sbhop Girl™ has run its. course.
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Me=sre, Chappell and Co., the well-
kncwn nmsie pullishers, whe have sufs
fered “severcly by the depredations of
the mus=ic plralteu whom ju-tice lias aft
last to a  certain extent overt
write "as follows to the “Times”:
that  the defendants in  the musical
piracy case have been pronounced milty
of a criminal offence at the 01 B 1Is\
it will be well to remember that but f(.z
A James Caldwell’s misteken advoeacy
af theiv cause their ring-leaders would
not at this moment have fonnd them-
selves in prison. Any ane of the reason-
alle vopyright Lilly asked for by us, and
pei eml_\ wted by Mr. Caldwe’l,
would, by activg as 2 deterrent of
crime, have at onee knocked on the head
this illicit trufie in other people’s pro-
perty, and would have mads uaneces-
sy the costly aud labavivus process
by which their’ crime has heen brmught

home to these misguidel men,  Small
wonder  that the men now eonvicted
thought they eovld defy the law with

impunity when they were so far encaur-
aged by oA Memiber of Pariament as te
be atiorded interviews by him in the
lubby of the Honse of Cownunns, and
when their head and ebief, who was ud-
mittedly the worst offender, was hon-
oured Iy an invitatien to give evidence
before the Hoyal Comnission on Copy-
right, upon which Mr. Jus, Caldwell sat,
An oeven more instruelive faet ix that,
wien the premises were recently raided
of ppe of the defendants in this pre-
sent case, coples of Mr, James Cald-
well's attack upon music composers and
the musie trade were dixcovered there,
annd upon the premises uf another of
the defendants Jetters from Mr. Cald-
well arranging the terms for the print-
ing of his circulurs and ipstruetions as
to llow they shoukl e distributed. Fur-
ther comment is superiluous,” Mr. Culd-
well, it wmy bp foled, retains his seat
for Mid-lLanark with aun added majo-
rityv,
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WLELLINGT O‘C‘H GRAND NEW
RUAN,

A picture of the magnificont new argan
in the Wellington Tewa Hu!l appears
amongst vur ilinstretions  this woeek,
wicl there ean be wo doulit the good peo-
ple of the Tawpire Uity have good vause
for heing mighty proud of #o aplendid an
instrunent. A prominent Auckland citi-
wzen mnech interested in ali matters mus
eal who happencd to attel the opening
revital writes: I was present on the
opening oveasion, Aud enjoyed the pers
formanee thorowghly. The Town Hall,
wlhiclh will seat 3000, was full — weli,
there must have been 2700 present, and
it was a britliant ecrne, as fulty 1000 in

the gallery reserved seats were In evems

ing drers. The orgin cost LI o |
England; it will probably rua into £ G000

when all aeconnts are in for ‘ereclion,

ety, The receipts, I understand, frowm

the letting of the Town Hall are £1300

for twelve months. [ am now inclined

to suppert the propowil to speud the

L8000 in evecting a- similar _building

in Aucklumi, especially if we ean get -
4N organ similar to the one here. It is

a yrand instrupent, I heard nothing

like it in England, aithough I know they

liave one or two sail to be hetler.

Describing the organ, a Wellington con-

temporary observes: In a genersl way

it ia custemary amoengst musiciaus to

Apeuk of organs, in re"ard to their size

and capabilities, Dby r.he number of

“stops™ that can be utilised—whether

they be what are called “spenking™

stops or simply meehanical accessories,

If tuken on this gresser le of com-

parison, our new organ rauks about

twellth in the list of the great "kings
of inatruntents” of the world., When

the Bydney Town Hall organ was opened

it stoed supreme. 1t has 123 steps.

Next in order came the ecrgan at Riga

Cathedral, with 124 stops, aml following

were: R, Sulpice  (Lfaris), 118 sto
Albert Hall (London), 118 stops; .\otru

Dame (Paris), 110 ztops. All of these

splendid instruments could boust of 3

mahual in addition to their pedal keys«

boards. In orler following were the m--
struments at the Auditorium (Chicago),

200 stops; $t, (eorge’s (Liverpooll, 100

stops; Doncaster  Larish | Church, 9t

stops; Town Hall (Leeds), - stops;

Antwerp Cathedral (Belginm), 90 stops;

and  Alexaudra Palaee (londen), 58

stops.  And then comes the Wellington
Town Hall ergan—twelfth on the list—

with 72 staps, This is, of course, only
the view which one looking at the mass .
nif the instrument mlhel than at its

valne as a means of producing some-

thing of that “high harmony from which

this universal world began” would take.

To the musician the size of the instrn-

ment and the volume -of sound it ecan

produece eount for little. 1t iz the

quality, the chasteness, the purity of

the tonea producable that makes for

music which cheers and comforts and

gives “surcease of sorrow™ even in our

darkest hours.,

SPENCER
PIANOS

JOHN SPENCER & (0.

By Speciel Appeintment

Fianoforte Makers to H.R.H,

the Princess of Wales.

CVER 3000 SOLD

IN NEW ZEALAND.

Rew Models, just landed, from £40,
on

On the Hire System of Purchase, fmm
£ 4s a month.

BOLE AGENTS-

London & Berlin PianaCo.

SHORTLAND STREET,



