
the direction of his association, written

to the Minister of Kail ways, bringing under

his notice several matters of great interest
to horse-owners. The questions the Minis-

ter is asked to consider are: That race-
horses be allowed to travel by mail trains,

provided that two days’ previous notice be

given, and that the applicant desiring to

use the mail train is a bona tide member

of the North Island Horse owners’ Associa-

tion. That owners be allowed to carry

in the horse-box a reasonable quantity of

feed, and that one lad to each horse be
allowed to travel free. That owners be

allowed to break the journey with their

horses for the purpose of taking part in

any races
held at intermediate towns, pro-

vided that a certificate is produced from

the secretary of the club where such horse

is engaged. The letter also diaws thv

Minister s attention to the considerable risk

attached to valuable racehorses by the con-

tinuous shunting of horse-boxes at the van-

ous stations.

Says a writer in an English exchange:

Six years ago a winner of the triple crown

was‘brought to the hainnmr at Kingsclere,
and knocked down fur 37.500 guineas. Me

now hear that the whole of the stud of the

late Sir Jas. Miller is to be sold, and we

shall see the winner of another triple crown

in the ring. The question arises, if Flying

Fox was worth 37.500 guineas, what is tae

value of Rock Sand? It may be said that

Flying Fox, at three years of age, won

two of the ten thousand pound races,

whereas Rock Sand, in making the same

attempt, was beaten; but what a contrast

the two fields present’. In the case of b ly-

ing Fox, iu one race he had Royal Emblem
to beat, and in the otherScintillaiit, where-

as Rock Sami had for opponents such ani-
mals as Sceptre and Ard Patrick. More-

over, at four years of age Rock Sand '.von

five races out of six. two of which were

ten thousandpounders. His record in all.

therefore, was a remarkable one, winning

sixteen races out of twenty starts, whereas
Flying Fox won nine out of elevon. The

horses that beat Flying Fox were Caiman
wnd St. (iris, who will not compare with

Sceptre, Ard Patrick, ami Zinfandel, who

beat Rock Sand. It may be. however, that

Flying Fox never ought to have been

beaten, and that the victories of St. (Iris

and Caiman over him were stolen races.

Still, in order to make Flying Fox the
wonder as a racehorse that he most

undoubtedly was, we must look to his

gret private trials rather than his public
form. Of the private form of Rock Sand

we know very little, and probably we saw

the best of him in public. We notice in the
sire list that he is full for 190G. at 200

guineas, and subscriptions were invited fur
1907 at the same price. It is not likely
that any would be taken so far in advance,
and therefore there will be nothing to pre-
vent the horse from being sold this sea-

son.

A large and representative meeting of
horseowners was held at Wanganui last

Thursday, when the North Island Horse-
owners’ Association was formed and officers

elected for the season. The executive is a

very strong one, and promises to become a

power in the racing world.
The following were the proposals sub-

mitted to the meeting:—
2. The officers of the club shall consist of

a president, vice-presidents, a secretary, a
treasurer and eight other members of the

association, and shall collectively form the

managing committee. The officers shall be

those appointed at the general meeting on
the Ist of March. .1900, and thereafter the

officers shall be proposed, seconded, and

elected by ballot at each annual genera

meeting, when they shall retire, but shall
be eligible for re-election from year to year,

ami they shall have the entire management
of the business and affairs of the associa-

tion, subject to the control of the members
in general meeting.—Carried.

3. That draft rules be drawn up and sub-

mitted to the various owners as soon as

possible for consideration, the said rules to

he discussed at a meeting in three months’
time.- Carried.

4. The committee shall from time to time

make, repeal, and amend all such by-laws
and regulations as they s.iall think expedi-
ent for the internal management and well-

being of the association. Carried.

5. There shall be an entrance fee of such

amount as the association may determine.

All entrance fees shall be paid to the sec-

retary on behalf of the association. —Car-

ried.

G. The objects of the association shall be

to guard the interests of owners generally,
and to oppose any oppressive* proposals,
and to bring the same, as well as all mat-

ters deemed to be conducive to the Interests
of racing and rhe true advancement of

sport, under the notice of the Racing Con-

ference.—Carried.
7. To secure telegraph communications on

all racecourses for the convenience of pat-

rons and especially horse-owners. —- Held

8. jo secure from racing clubs the rights

of owners to hand their commissions to the

machine without ing impeded by the gen-

eral public with the risk of being too late.

9*' To obtain from the Racing Conference

official recognition of tne association as re-

presenting horseowners, so that all matters

affecting their welfare will come before it

ami their views expressed with authority.

Ui/to take steps to curtail and limit the

number of permits now being granted, to

secure the refusal of permits to programmes

of racing clubs having any race below the

Value of 80 sovereigns. Hehl over.

11. To promote *• ie Introduction of rules

Into racing whereby the behaviour and rid-

ing of jockeys shall no treated with greater

firmness than hitherto.—-Carried.
I‘A To secure reasonable relluotions and

concessions from the railway and shipping
authorities.- Carried.

13. To secure the posting and publishing

of weights and acceptances promptly.—

Serried. , .
11. To endeavour to Introduce a rule Into

racing elnt* that where there are less than

seven starters there should be but one divi-

dend only, except iu cases of there being a

dead heat. Carried.
15. To secure the payment of totalizator

dividends to tile odd money limited to six-

pences. Carried.
IG. To secure the services of judges and

starters who shall be paid officers. Carried.

17. To secure for owners, without excep-

tion, the right to witness the running of

their horses, provided, of course, that this
right shall be claimed for no owner who

refuses to comply with the conditions and
rules of the club under which he is racing.

— Carried.
18. To do generally ail such act® and

things as may from .me to time be bene-

ficial to the well-being of the association.—
Carried.

It was decided i-*.. the next meeting of

the association be neld at the Thompson

Handicap meeting in Wellington, and the

meeting then terminated.

A writer in “Bailey’s Magazine'* has

given a very readable account of the great

English thoroughbred Eclipse. from which

the following is extracted: Eclipse was

foaled in 1874. his sire being Marske <17501,
by Squirt (1734), by Bartlett’s Childers,

who was got by the Parley Arabian out
of Betty Leeds; his dam was Spiletta
(17491. I»y Regulus ♦ 17.’>9i. a son of the

famous Godolphiii Arabian. Eclipse* ran
his first race at Epsom on May 3. 17G9. It

was a £SO stake for horses that had never
won £3O, matches excepted, 5-year-ohls to

carry Mst and G-year-olds Ps’t 31b, f« nr
mile heats. Eclipse beat Gower. Cado.
Trial, ami Flume. In the second heat

the horses were all together at the three-
mile post: then Eclipse came away and

distanced his field, though Oakley (who
then had not the complete understanding
of his mount he soon acquired) held him

as hard as he could. The fact that

Eclipse started at 4 to 1 on needs explana-
tion. He had been highly tried before-

hand. and the result of the trial was in-

nocently made known to some touts, who

had missed it, by an old woman. who told

them she had seen Eclipse and "another
horse trying to catch him.” The full

tale of Eclipse’s wonderful career is a

lengthy one. After his victory at Epsom
he won iu succession the King’s Plate
at Manchester, Salisbury. Canterbury.
Lewes, and Lichfield: also a £SO plate at

Ascot, another at Manchester, and the

City Bow!—nine races and nine wins. In

1770 he began by beating Bucephalus over
the Round Course at Newmarket (Bst 71b

each). Bucephalus is said Io be the only
opponent who ever made the great horse

gallop. In this year Eclipse won also the

King’s Plate on the Round Course (two
heats, each 3X miles), the King's Plates at

Guildford. Nottingham. York. Lincoln, and

another at Newmarket: also ;he Great Sub-

scription Stakes at York »50gs entrance),

and a similar race at Newmarket (lungs
entrance): after which he was sent to the

stud by Mr lor Colonel) Denis O’Kelly.

Mr O’Kelly purchased from Mr Wildman

a half-share in the horse before ho raced
at Winchester in June. 17G9, paying 050gs
for it. ami he. afterwards made himself

whole owner for a further sum of 11 lugs.

After his success at Manchester, Eclipse
never started at less than H» t“ 1 on,

and on at least on®. occasion, at Lichfield,

he started at 20 to 1 on. It must !»•-•

borne in mind that the Royal Plates of

those days were run under conditions cal-
culated to try the best horses very hii-lily.
In 10 out of the 11 King’s Plates that

Eclipse won he carried the crushing v. eight
of 12st. Eclipse stood at ('lay Hill. Epsom,
at 50gs. after his retirement from the

turf: but his foe was reduced in subsequent

years. In 1772-74 he covered at 25gs; af-

terwards, by subscript ion. 4<> mans. be-

sides his owner’s, at 30gs: in 1779 his fee

Io all was 30gs; in 1781-8 1 he covered 50

mares, besides his owner’s, at 20gs; and

from 1785 his fee stood at 30gs. 11 • was
iu a travelling van io (’annous,

in Surrey, where he was advertised at

this fee. and at ('animus he died on Feb-

ruary 20. 1789. Mr O’Kelly had good rea-

son to congratulate himself on his pur-
chase of Eclipse. He stated that ho made

£2s.<mm> out of him as a stallion, apart
from his wins on the turf, which would
amount to a comparatively small sum be-

side the total of service fees. Eclipse

died of acute infiammation of the bowels.

The abnormal size of his heart is admir-

ingly referred to by old writers as “the

extraordinary circumstance to which he

was supported to owe his great natural

means whereby the Royal \ eterianry ( ol-

thoroughbred horse's heart is Gib. and the

141 b which Eclipse’s heart weighed was

duo to hypertrophy. It is a curious thing

that Eclipse's carcase was indirectly the

means whereby the Royal veterinary < ol-

lege was founded. Mr O'Kelly selected

the young French veterinary surgeon

Sainbel to dissect the carcase, ami pre-

pare the skeleton. Sainbel executed his

task, ami afterwards wrote an essay on

“The Geometrical Proport ions of Eclipse.”
which attracted so much and such favour-

able attention that the author’s name

was made as a veterinary anatomist. Sain-

hel had previously published proposals for

the establishment of a veterinary school

in .England, but they had been ignored.
Having made his mark with the pamphlet
on Eclipse, he renewed his proposition,
which was taken up by th - Oldham Agricul-
tural Society, ami. in 1791. the scheme took

shape in a farrier’s school, with stabling
for 50 horses. The Royal Veterinary Col-

lege is the very appropriate resting-place
of Eclipse's skeleton, which was presented
to it by Professor Gamgee in 1871.

Mauku Races.

The following weights have been de-

clared for the Mauku Racing <’lub's meet-

ing. which takes place on the 15th Inst.: -
Hurdle Race. Countess 9.7. Tamaitl 9.7,

Kaltangata 9.0.
Mauku Cup.—Bacchus 10.4, Paderewski

10.0, Lord Seaton 10.0. Hu-ihtnl 9.12.

Shrewsbury 9.7. The I (mice 9.0. Couutiss

8.7. St. <’y"ren 8.0, Lady Grattan 8 0, Tama

iti 8.0, Kaitanguta 8.0.

Pony Handicap. Solitary 9.0, Sh ews-

bury 8.9. Hurihuri 8.7, (.’oimtess 8.0, T.iuia-

iti 7.7. t’ompauion 7.0, Waraue 7.0.
Stewards’ Handicap. Lord Seaton 9.0,

Hurihuri 9.0. Lunetta 8.10, Shrewsbury
B.G. The Dunce 8.0. Countess 7.12. Lacy
Winnie 7.7. Freimmnt 7.7. Fortification

7.0, St. Cyren 7.0, Tamaiti 7.0. La<ly Grat-

tan 7.0, Kaltangata 7.0. Don 7.0, Valla 7.0.

The Maiden Trot and Forced Handicap®

are post entries.

+ + ♦

Papakura Racing Club s Annual

Meeting.

The annual meeting of the Papakura
Racing Club was held on Saturday last on

tin chib’s course at Papakura. The weatlmr

was splemlid, and there was a record at-

tendance, close on 1500 people being pre-

sent, the majority o" wiioin were conveyeil

by special train from Auckland. The train

arrangements for the home journey were as

usual badly managed, and instead of pat-

rons reaching town at 7.35 as advertised,

it was Hose upon eight o’clock when the

journev ended, a long wait at Otahuhu

being the cause of the delay. Evidently the

train authorities think that anything is

good enough for race goers, and it is on

very rare occasions that special race
trains

keep to the times specified. Mr J. G.

Rutherford officiated as judge, and Mr C.

O'Connor as starter, and although the lat-

ter gentleman is not so successful with the

Hag as with the barrier, still he gave very

little cause for complaint. The afternoon’s

racing was interesting, Mr Edwards, the

•handicapper, scoring a success. In the

absence of the totalisator speculation was

carried on per medium of the bookmakers,
who had a trifle the best iff the argument
with the punters, only one first favourite

being successful during the afternoon. The

meeting was well conducted by the secre-

tary (Mr F. D. Yonge), and the various

officials, who art* entitled to a word of

praise for their efforts. Particulars of ’he

racing are as follows:—

Maiden Plate of 15sovs, six furlongs.—
MrM J. E. Thorpe’s b g Sir Hector, by
Lochness— Delilah. 8.10 (Sceats). 1: Inte-

grity. 9.0 (Cress), 2: Midcyr. 8.10 (Whit-
taker). 3. Also started. Tuakitua, 8.4;

Blueskin, 7.10: Shrewsbury, 7.12: Rosa.
7.10: Idol. 7.9: Lady Ellen. 7.7. Betting:
5 to 4 Integrity, 3 to 1 Sir Hector. Inte-

grity was first away, followed by Sir Hue-

tor ami Midcyr. ami Hie former showed the

way v»» the eutrame to the straight, where

Sir Hector put in hi® claim, aud getting the

best or it in the run home. wt»u bj three

parts t»l a length. Time. 1.17 L B ueskiu

fell Just afl< r the start, his rider (Deelvy)

being unhurt.
Flying Stakes Handicap of 2t»sovs. five

furlongs. Mi Robt. Blaikie's b g B< u Glair,

by Ben Godfrey Lad\ Blair. 8.12 (Spurkesi
1: Liivreco. 8.0 (Sceats). 2: Discoverer. 9.5

(Phillips), 3. Also started: Luck’s All

(carried 8.4). Belting: 5 to 4 on Lm reu.-.

2 to I Ben Blair. Ben Blair shot to the
front when the flag fell, ami although
LiHTeee made a desperate effort iu tin*

straight, she was unable to reach the

l-ader, wlih-l: won by a length and a half.

Time. LG.

Initiative Trot of ‘Jdsovs. one mt e and

a half.-Mrs S. Hird’s b
g Wailt kauri, by

La Rm* Yum Yum, Ins (Hird). 1: Harold

Abdallah. 9s (Greenwood). 2: Colenso. Ids

(Herbert). 3. Also started: Redleaf. his;

Farewell IL. 18s: Little Paul. 21s; Special
Light. 245; Withington. 255: Plaintiff. 28s;
Snip. 31s. Batting: 2 to I Special Light,
3 to 1 Waitekaurl, 5 to 1 Little Paul. \\ .th-

ington and Snip. I<> to 1 Harold Abdallah
and Colenso. Snip was in command for

about a mile, when Waltekauri look charge,
and the latter trotting steadily won by a

length ami a half from Harold Abuai’ah,

with Colenso ten lengths further back,

third. Time. 3.50. Special Light. the

favourite, fell when they had
gone a fur-

long.

Papakura Cup of 40sovs. one mile. Mr
A. Tooman’s br tn Bonomlana. by Soult —

Eileen Bawn. 7.7 (Buchanan). 1; Nervine,
9.0 (Ryan), 2: Defender. 7.10 (Deeley), 3.
Also started: Kola Nip. S.i:. Seatonia, 7.5;
Paderewski. 7.0: Soult Maid. 7.0; Lord Sea-

ton. 7.0; Little Mabel. G.7. Betting: 2 to 1

Nervine ami Defend**!*. G Io 1 Kola Nip and

Bonomiana. Defender was quickest on his
feet, and joined by Soult Maid, the pair
carried on the running two lengths clear
of the rest of th” flc’.d. which was headed
by Bonomiana. Defender nad a sl'czht : d-

vantage as they raced across tin* top

stretch, but entering the straight Bono-

inian.a ran into the lead, aud she was first

to turn for home, with Nervim*. which had
bad luck through the race, coming fast. In

tin* run to the post Nervine made a great
effort to catch Bonomiana. but he was
unable to quite get up. and suffered def••at
by a neck, with Defender three length*
away, third Timp. 1.47.

Hack Race of 15sovs. five furlongs. Mr
H. R. MacKoazie’s b g Th • Dnm-o. by
Sylvia Pirk—Patierno, carried 7.11 (Perci-
val). 1: Midcyr. 8.19 (Whittaker). 2: Inte-
grity. 9.0 (Deeley), 3. Also started: Sir
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